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Nation breaks ground for new Cliff Castle Casino Hotel 



Members of the Nation's council and cooperating com- 
panies such as Cuningham Group of Minneapolis, AR 
Construction Company, and Dream Catchers Group of 
Memphis help with the ground breaking as well. (Photo 
by Don Decker) 


By Don Decker 

YAN News 

Members of the Nation's council 
turned the first spade of soil over for 
the new hotel on the southeast side of 
the casino on Wednesday, January 19 
at 8 a.m. 

Management team members from 
the Cliff Castle Casino, Cuningham 
Group of Minneapolis, building con- 
tractor AR Mays of Phoenix and Dream 
Catcher Hotel of Memphis, Tennessee 
were also on hand for this momentous 
occasion. 

Chairman Thomas Beauty marked 
this unique event paying homage to his 
predecessors in previous years, in par- 
ticular, his late grandfather, Ted Smith, 
Sr. who was a tribal chairman that pro- 
vided the impetus for all the activities 


related to the new hotel. 

"All of the old ones, Aaron Russell, 
David Kwail, Vincent Randall, Ned Rus- 
sell and Ted Smith (Sr.) -they had a vi- 
sion of economic development. Back 
then, it was tourists. My grandpa use to 
tell me, T'm going to bring all of these 
people from Europe that visit Mont- 
ezuma Castle. We'll capture all these 
people and make money' he use to say, 
" said Beauty. 

Subsequently, in the 80s, the pres- 
ent day hotel below the casino was built 
with the shared vision of the past said 
Beauty. 

"We always talked about building 
a hotel up here on top. There never 
was an initiative to it. The thought was 
there,'' said Beauty. 

Beauty recalls the day when he 
called general manager Mary Ketter- 


ling and Danny Gutierrez, Director of 
Finance for the casino to his office to 
discuss the hotel. "I said to them, 'Let's 
build the hotel-we need one. Our com- 
petition is coming from the south and 
we all ready have competition from the 
north. We need to do something," said 
Beauty to Ketterling and Gutierrez. 

It was this initial meeting which got 
the ball rolling for the new casino hotel 
according to Beauty. "And here we are 
today," said Beauty. 

"Today, these are the people that 
make this happen, my council mem- 
bers. I can't do this by myself. Like I 
said, I need their help. It took a while, 
the vision was always there but it took 
somebody, it took people to believe in 
this. And today, it's a new day. We're 


SEE HOTEL PAGE 6 



The Yavapai-Apache Nation has agreed 
to host a Greyhound bus stop at the White 
Hills Chevron Service station in Middle Verde. 
(Photo courtesy of Aryssa Carvalho) 

Nation brings Greyhound 
Bus service to Verde Valley 

By Don Decker 

YAN News 

In a partnership with Greyhound Bus Lines, the 
Yavapai-Apache Nation has agreed to host a bus 
stop at the White Hills Chevron Service station in 
Middle Verde across from Cliff Castle Casino Ho- 
tel. 

The Nation adopted the resolution on Jan. 14. 

According to the Greyhound bus schedule, five 
buses travel each way daily between Flagstaff and 
Phoenix. The Middle Verde location would be ap- 
proximately half way to Phoenix and about 50 
miles from Flagstaff. 

The contract begins Feb. 1. For the bus sched- 
ule from Middle Verde, contact the Yavapai 
Apache Transit at 928-649-7129. 

The Yavapai-Apache Transit line is operated by 
the Yavapai-Apache Nation, which provides bus 
connections from the Yavapai-Apache Nation in 
Middle Verde through Camp Verde with a stop at 
the Yavapai County Courts and Detention Center 
and to Cottonwood and finally, Clarkdale. 

It will be possible for people in Sedona to 
take a city bus to Cottonwood and transfer to the 
Yavapai-Apache Transit and make their connec- 
tion to the new Greyhound bus stop in Middle 
Verde. 

The agreement between the Yavapai-Apache 
White Hills, a business entity of the Yavapai- 
Apache Nation, that operates the Chevron station 
in Middle Verde and Yavapai-Apache Nation, also 
guarantees a portion of the ticket from Greyhound 
to the Yavapai-Apache Nation Transit for each of 
the inner-city transfers. 

Market surveys of the bus passengers of Grey- 
hound indicates that an average of 45 people ride 
each of the 10 buses between Phoenix and Flag- 
staff daily. 

Current bus fares from Flagstaff to Phoenix is 
$16. 



Runners approaching Yavapai-Apache Nation from the east during the 2014 Exodus run from San Carlos, Arizona 
(Courtesy photo byAlex Rubio). 


Nation's commemorative celebration 'Exodus’ planned on February 27 



A traditional camp of Yavapais in 1880 featuring wik- 
iups made from bushes and tree branches. (Historical 
photo file) 


By Don Decker 

YAN News 

Each year the Nation cele- 
brates an historical event that 
occurred 140 years ago when 
the Yavapai and the Apache 
were rounded up by the U.S. 
Cavalry and forced marched 
to old San Carlos on Febru- 
ary 27, 1875, a distance of 180 
miles east of Camp Verde. 

The story is told by tribal 
elders how the Yavapai and 
Apaches were lined up on 
each side of the Verde River 
and escorted by the troops 
out of Camp Verde toward the 
east onto the dirt trails that 
winded through present-day 
Fossil Creek. 

There were several cross- 
ings of swirling rivers along 
the way and it was a cold win- 
ter day when the march be- 
gan. 


History 

In 1863 gold was discov- 
ered on Lynx Creek in nearby 
Prescott and that event 
changed the ways of the 
Yavapai and Apache in Verde 
Valley. Within 2 years of the 
gold discovery, the Yavapai 
and Apache were pursued 
by soldiers under the direc- 
tion of then President Ulysses 
Grant who served as presi- 
dent from 1869 to 1877. From 
1863 to 1873, the Yavapai and 
Apache were subjected to 
brutal wars in the area. 

President Andrew Jackson 
had just completed the re- 
moval of the Cherokees with 
the Trail of Tears march from 
North Carolina to Oklahoma 
territory prior to Grant taking 
office. 

Historical military records 
stored at the Nation's culture 
center denotes physical en- 


counters between the U.S. 
Calvary and the Yavapai and 
Apache. The U.S Government 
wanted to subdue the tribes 
in Verde Valley. 

Ironically, on October 3, 
of 1871, the "Rio Verde Re- 


serve" was set aside through 
an Executive Order in Verde 
Valley under President Grant 
for the Yavapai and Apache 
and 4 years later, on April 


SEE EXODUS PAGE 2 



Chairman Thom- 
as Beauty who is 

also president of the 
Inter-Tribal Council of 
Arizona takes time out 
at the state capital with 
Louis Manuel, Chair- 
man of the Ak-Chin 
Indian community and 
Stephen Lewis, Gover- 
norof Gila River Nation. 
(Photo by Lee Hyeoma) 


Chairman Thomas Beauty attends state meeting 


By Don Decker 

YAN News 

The 21st Annual In- 
dian Nations and Tribes 
Legislative Day was held 
at the Arizona State Cap- 
itol, Tuesday, January 19. 

Arizona Indian tribes 
had an opportunity to 
meet with the Arizona 


House of Representa- 
tives in Phoenix. 

"I am honored to 
have you here. I would 
like to thank each of you 
for your commitment to 
this valuable partner- 
ship," said Speaker of the 
House, David Gowan, Sr. 

Indian tribal leaders, 
under the auspices of 


the Arizona Commission 
on Indian Affairs hosted 
this event that consisted 
of a half day meeting 
with Arizona's leader- 
ship in the morning. 

"I am confident that 
by working together, we 
will find solutions to the 
challenges we face and 
make Arizona even bet- 


ter," added Gowan. 

Featured speak- 
ers for Arizona Indian 
tribes were Louis Man- 
uel, Chairman of the 
Ak-Chin Indian Com- 
munity, Stephen Lewis, 
Governor of Gila River 
Indian Community and 


SEE BEAUTY PAGE 2 
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Yavapai-Apache Nation youth to attend Dartmouth College 



J ennie Harlan 

has been 
accepted into 
Dartmouth 
College in 
Hanover, New 
Hampshire for 
the 2016 aca- 
demic school 
year. (Photo by 
Don Decker) 


By DON DECKER 

YAN News 

Jennie Harlan, daugh- 
ter of Darryl Harlan who 
works in housing for the 
Yavapai-Apache Nation 
and Genevieve Datsi, 
judge for the Yavapai- 
Apache Nation, has been 
accepted into Dartmouth 
College in Hanover, New 
Hampshire for the 2016 
academic school year. 

Harlan is a senior at 
Verde Valley School in the 
Village of Oak Creek (Se- 
dona). 

Dartmouth is a small 


private college with 6,000- 
plus students enrolled in 
either the Liberal Arts or 
School of Medicine, Engi- 
neering or business pro- 
gram of the college. 

In addition, Dart- 
mouth has graduate pro- 
grams in 19 departments. 

Most students who en- 
roll at Dartmouth are at 
the top 10 percent of their 
graduating class with a 
3.50 grade point average 
or better requirement for 
entrance. 

Dartmouth has gradu- 
ated many people of no- 
toriety such as well- 


known movie stars, pol- 
iticians, medical doc- 
tors, entertainers, and sci- 
entists. 

Dartmouth was 
founded in 1769 before 
the American Revolution 
by George III of United 
Kingdom. 

The college's forte' is 
that it has a close connec- 
tion to Native Americans 
as it was one of the first 
schools set up for the ed- 
ucation of Native Ameri- 
cans. For sport fans, Dart- 
mouth College also par- 
ticipates in the NCAA Di- 
vision I sports program. 


The college also has a 
strong outreach program 
for Native Americans stu- 
dents across the country. 

Harlan participated 
in the 'Fly In' program 
for Native American stu- 
dents this past Octo- 
ber that allowed her a 
short visit to the campus 
and to speak with college 
representatives. 

Harlan says she has 
a strong desire to study 
journalism at Dartmouth 
and will be graduating in 
the Class of 2016 from the 
Verde Valley School this 
coming spring. 


Nation's youth 
visit Hopiland 
during Christmas 

vacation 

Members of the youth touring group 
hosted by the Hopi Cultural department 
take a break for a photograph on the Hopi 
mesa. The Yavapai-Apache Nation public 
school students from the Native American 
Clubs of South Verde High School and 
Camp Verde High School participated in 
a winter break trip to Hopiland on Winter 
Solstice Day, December 21. (Photo by 
Laurie Kaaehuahiwi) 



By Laurie Kaaekuahiwi 

Camp Verde Schools-Title VII Coordinator 

The Yavapai-Apache Nation 
public school students from the 
Native American Clubs of South 
Verde High School and Camp 
Verde High School participated in 
a winter break trip to Hopiland on 
Winter Solstice Day, December 21. 

They were hosted by the Hopi 
Cultural Center under the direc- 
tion of Lee Lomayestewa and Cla- 


risse Tafoya. 

This trip was sponsored by the 
Montezuma Well /National Park 
Service/Youth Conservation Corp 
which received a grant from the 
Disney World to assist with unique 
activities that fosters the involve- 
ment of Native American commu- 
nities with the activities of the park 
services. The Hopi tribe, as well as 
the Yavapai-Apache Nation, con- 
sider the Montezuma Well and 


Montezuma Castle as sacred sites. 

It was an early 6 a.m. wake-up 
call as students from the Nation, 
Arianna Campos, Shenaya Lewis, 
Tyler Sanchez, Drake Smith, Day- 
ton Smith, Phillip Grass, Cyris 
Coriz and Reyes Herrera boarded 
the van for the long 3 hour trip to 
the Hopi mesas northeast of Flag- 
staff. 

Other members of the Camp 
Verde team assisting with the trip 


were Desiree Huey, Title VII tu- 
tor at the high school and the Na- 
tional Park's Youth Conservation 
Corp representatives Mary Onti- 
veros and Carol Kinsey from Mon- 
tezuma Well. 

This cultural exchange brought 
the Nation's students to the sacred 
site of Dawa Cliff near the Hopi 
mesas which features many rock 
petroglyphs depicting the ancient 
symbols placed there almost 900 


years ago by the predecessors of 
the modern day Hopis who still re- 
side on the mesas. 

The day trip was enjoyed by 
both groups from each commu- 
nity. 

(Editor's note: Laurie Kaaehu- 
ahiwi attended this field trip with 
the students as she coordinated 
this event with the schools and 
hosting Hopi community organi- 
zation.) 


Yavapai-Apache Nation member makes educational history 


By DON DECKER 

YAN News 

YAN member Maury Crandall, 
son of the late Gary Crandall of Al- 
buquerque and Jane Winiecki of 
Clarkdale, was bestowed a Doc- 
torate of Philosophy degree (PhD.) 
from the University of New Mexico 
Department of History on Decem- 
ber 10. Winiecki is the daughter of 
the late Ned Russell who served on 
the tribal council long ago. 

Dr. Crandall got his start com- 
pleting his high school education at 
Mingus High School where he cred- 
its his teachers such as "Mr. Cur- 
rie'' and "Mr. Alexander'' who en- 
couraged him to pursue the study 
of history. "I always loved history,'' 
says Crandall as he remembers Mr. 
Currie taking out a Trivial Pursuit 
card at the end of class to ask the 
students questions with a reward of 
leaving the class a few minutes early 
if the answer was correct. "I knew 
a lot of the answers, so I got out of 


class early- a few times,'' said Cran- 
dall. 

Crandall also credits his English 
teacher, Mr. O'Donnell (who was 
also the cross-country coach) as 
his mentor as well. "He taught me a 
lot about running and (about) life," 
said Crandall. 

The Doctorate which usually 
takes about 2-3 years for comple- 
tion, requires a 1 year residency on 
the campus to complete the disser- 
tation. 

Crandall also possesses a Bach- 
elor's Degree from BYU (Brigham 
Young University-Utah) in educa- 
tion. 

The final hurdle in confirma- 
tion of a Ph.D. an oral defense of the 
dissertation (a lengthy document 
supported by facts and citations of 
research) in front of department 
scholars. Dissertations are usually 
published as printed documents in 
book form. 

Crandall said that the doctoral 
program take a lot of time. "Pa- 


tience and dedication. I felt like the 
end would never come and I was 
just tempted to quit and a find a 
job" 

Crandall gives credit to Ned Rus- 
sell, his late grandfather who was a 
politician and spent a long career 
with the Bureau of Indian Affairs 
in Albuquerque. "He told me, 'Get 
the highest degree you can and do 
it now. Don't put it off until later, 
because later you will be too busy," 
said Crandall. "He was right and I 
am glad I listened" 

Crandall conducted his disser- 
tation defense about the voting 
rights of Indians in the southwest 
at the turn of the century from 1598 
to 1912 during the Spanish, Mex- 
ican and U.S. territorial periods. 
Crandall said that "these coloniz- 
ers had ideas of how Indians should 
run their communities, and what 
tribal governments should look 
like — they wanted Indian towns to 


SEE HISTORY PAGE 4 



YAN 
member 
Maury 
Cran- 
dall was 
bestowed 
a Doc- 
torate of 
Philosophy 
degree 
(PhD.) 
from the 
University 
of New 
Mexico 
Depart- 
ment of 
History on 
December 
10. (Photo 
courtesy 
of Maury 
Crandall) 



Students from the Nation's Montessori School gath- 
ered at the Palmer Building at Rainbow Acres to sing 
on December 17. (Photo by Don Decker) 


Montessori Christmas concert 


By DON DECKER 

YAN News 

Students from the Nation's 
Montessori School gathered at 
the Palmer Building at Rain- 
bow Acres next to the Nation's 
boundaries to greet and wish 
community members through 
songs on December 17. 

The Christmas concert was 
well attended by the children's 
parents and grandparents as 
well. The children sang with 
various outfits that they wore for 
each of the songs. It was a very 


festive occasion as some of the 
children waved to their parents 
from the stage while singing. 

The grand finale was the 
classic 'Feliz Navidad' by Jose 
Feliciano and the community 
joined in. 

There was a well-lit Christ- 
mas tree next to the stage which 
made for a good backdrop for 
family photographs after the 
concert. 

After the concert, there was 
a small reception with cookies 
and milk- ala' Montessori style! 

Merry Christmas!! 


'Shop with a cop' brightens spirits 

By DON DECKER 

YAN News 

Yavapai-Apache Nation children had the 
opportunity to spend a day with a policeman 
while shopping for Christmas presents. Accord- 
ing to Sgt. Nathan Huibregtse of the Yavapai- 
Apache Nation police department, 5 children 
from the Nation were selected to participate in 
'Shop with a cop' activity. 

"It's a very rewarding detail where we take 
a child or family who would otherwise not be 
able to afford presents for Christmas or (who) 
has been through some recent tragedy, to be 


SEE SHOP PAGE 4 
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Culture department honors YAN language learners 


By DON DECKER 

YAN News 

The Nation's culture de- 
partment honored public 
school students who par- 
ticipated in the after-school 
language program from the 
past few weeks at the culture 
center. 

This recognition day was 
held on December 9 at the 
recreation building. 

Vincent Randall, Apache 
culture director, along with 
Priscilla Lewis and Rachel 
Evans taught the Apache 


language to some of the stu- 
dents in attendance. 

On the Yavapai side, Reba 
Franco recognized student 
achievement for the Yavapai 
language. 

The Yavapai boy-singers 
directed themselves in sing- 
ing the bird dance songs. 

This after-school pro- 
gram is coordinated in con- 
junction with the Title VII 
Indian Education of the 
Camp Verde School district 
program under the direction 
of Laurie Kaaekuhiwi who is 
program director. 


At the graduation gather- 
ing, songs were sung in both 
languages and the Apache 
students learned to count to 
50. 

Some members of 
the tribal council were in at- 
tendance as Owell. 

The Yavapai and Apache 
Culture Departments of- 
fer lessons in basic Yavapai 
and Apache language which 
includes numbers 1 to 10, 
colors, body parts, animals 
and history, 'The Creation 
StoryJ the meaning of Exo- 
dus Commemoration and 


nursery rhyme songs in both 
languages. 

The Yavapai side also 
teaches traditional gourd 
songs and bird dancing 
which the students enjoy. 

Reba Franco, Yavapai 
teacher, says that it's all 
about confidence building 
as well. 

"The students are pretty 
much shy at first but after 
the second or third class 
they begin to feel confident 


SEE LANGUAGE PAGE 5 



Teachers from the YAN culture department pose with 
students who received their certificate of completion for 
language classes they participated in. (Photo by Don 
Decker) 



Challenge Course instructors 

received their re-certification as 
instructors for the Nation's Chal- 
lenge Course, a licensed operations. 
(Photo by Don Decker) 

YAN's challenge 
course instructors get 

re-certified 

By DON DECKER 

YAN News 

Known also as "Ropes Course" across 
America, Yavapai-Apache Nation Rec- 
reation Department has a fully certified 
staff that operates the Challenge Course 
which provides confidence- building ac- 
tivities on the Nation's land across from 
the administrative complex, 

Now in its second year of operations, 
the Challenge Course has been provid- 
ing challenges to participants who come 
to pit their will against stretched high 
wires that goes from pole to pole about 
30 feet in the air. How about getting 
strapped into the Zipline, a popular ride 
on a cable that is stretched 100 yards 
downhill. It is not for the faint-hearted. 

Manu Hailame, native-Tongan (South 
Pacific), is the Challenge Course Coordi- 
nator for the Nation. 

On January 15, the Challenge Course 
Department recognized the qualifica- 
tions of the YAN instructors who have 
been working with challenge course. 

The Association of Challenge Course 
Technology determines the standard for 
the course. The Nation's course is con- 
sidered one of the best and safest ac- 
cording to Hailame. 

Anyone under 18 can participate in 
the challenge course and anyone over 
18 pays $35. There are special dis- 
counted rates for government agencies 
that want to participate. 

For information on the Challenge 
Course contact Manu Hailame, Yavapai- 
Apache Nation Recreation department 
at 928-567-1024. 


YAN graduating seniors from Camp Verde High School making big plans 



Camp Verde High School graduating seniors have already selected post-high 
school educational activities to complete their career plans. Thomas Herrera (L 
front), Delmundo Cepress (back L), Joel Beauty, Vance Tewawina and Taya Smith. 
(Photo by Don Decker) 


By DON DECKER 

YAN News 

Ask each of these seniors 
what their plans are after 
finishing high school this 
spring, they all say the same 
thing: they're going to move 
on to something even bigger. 

Take for example Taya 
Smith, daughter of Henry 
Smith, Tunlii and Chris- 
tina Parker of Camp Verde. 
Smith has signed on as soft- 
ball pitcher for the Paradise 
Community College in north 
Phoenix for the coming ac- 
ademic year. Included in 
these plans is a 2-year de- 
gree from that college and 
then attending the Univer- 
sity of Florida in Tampa 
where she will study Crim- 
inology, enroll in the police 
academy after she receives 
her Bachelor's Degree and 
join the FBI. That is a tall or- 
der for Smith and this suc- 
cess comes through family 
support. Young Smith cred- 
its her father for her success 
in pitching since her father 
has coached young Smith 


ever since the T-ball days 
of long ago. Smith has also 
played on the Tucson's club 
team as pitcher. 

Thomas Herrera, son of 
Jessica Herrera and grand- 
son of Leona Wathogoma of 
Middle Verde, has had a suc- 
cessful high school career in 
varsity football. "I've enlisted 
in the Army infantry for 10 
years and pursing an engi- 
neering degree," said Her- 
rera. 

Delmundo Cepress of 
Middle Verde who is the 
son of Latisha and Nathan 
Ibarra, is also pursuing a 2 
year business degree at East- 
ern Arizona College (EAC) 
in Thatcher, Arizona. Ce- 
press identifies closely with 
EAC as the college has an ex- 
tension center in San Carlos 
where Cepress grew up. Cy- 
press is very involved with 
Apache culture of the Na- 
tion in Middle Verde and is 
usually seen at various func- 
tions throughout the com- 
munity. He is adapt to sing- 
ing the sacred Apache songs, 
drumming and leading 


youth dancers whenever he 
is called upon to do so. 

Another Camp Verde 
High School graduating se- 
nior is Joel Beauty, the 
son of Thomas and Nadie 
Beauty. Beauty is the pres- 
ident of the U.N.I.T.Y. youth 
group for his Nation in Mid- 
dle Verde and was chosen 
as the Homecoming Royalty 
King this past fall at his high 
school, a first in the history 
of the school. He is a profi- 
cient golf player leading his 
high school team at various 
tournaments throughout the 
state. 

"During the creepy hour 
of 3:00 a.m. on January 1st, 
I was notified that I was ac- 
cepted into the Liberal Arts 
program at A.S.U.," said 
Beauty with a giant smile. 
But Beauty has other oppor- 
tunities for higher education 
including an application 
for admission to the Uni- 
versity of New Hampshire 
and Ft. Lewis College, a four 


SEE GRADUATING PAGE 5 


Mesquite power!!! 

By Judie Piner 

Preservation and Technology department: 
Yavapai-Apache Nation 

The Yavapai-Apache Nation 
culture department in central 
Arizona believes in using nature's 
bountiful plants of the desert to 
honor traditional foods of the 
Yavapai and Apache. 

If you travel anywhere from 
Verde Valley where the Yavapai- 
Apaches live to the south into 
desert country you will find the 
mesquite plant- -even as far south 
as the central Mexico desert. The 
mesquite grows into a tree not a 
bush and has small thorns on the 
branches that deters the tram- 
pling by large animals. The roots 
of the tree is also used to make 
traditional cradle boards and 
drum sticks for the Apache medi- 
cine men. 

Indians have relied on the mes- 
quite pod, healthy dietary staple 
for over 2000 years. 

It was an integral part of the 
daily diet from which they made 
cakes, tea, syrup and ground 
meal. They used the bark for bas- 
ketry, fabrics and medicine. A 
favorite of bees, mesquite flowers 
produce a fragrant honey. Go to 
any flea market in Arizona and 
you will find mesquite honey for 
sale by the jars. 

The mesquite pod is easi- 
ly identifiable and they have the 
shape and size of a green bean 
pod. Apaches/Yavapai used the 
mesquite to quench their thirst 
during long treks through the des- 
ert as the juice from the mesquite 
has nutrients with a very sweet, 
brown-sugary flavor that will sat- 
isfy any thirst. Not all of the pod is 
edible as about half is indigestible 
fiber not to be swallowed. 

The most accessible edible 
portion of the pod is the pulp or 
pith between the brittle outside 
and the hard seeds embedded in 
the casing of the pods. The pith 
surrounds a number of stone- 
hard seeds, inside of which are 
found the protein-rich embryos or 
true seeds which is hard to crack. 
Hence, the milling process has 
been conducted by the Nation's 
culture department to grind down 
the piths to crack the hard casings 
in the seeds which turns the seeds 
into a fine powder. 


SEE MESQUITE PAGE 5 


HISTORY 

From page 3 


model themselves after Eu- 
ropean and American com- 
munities with elected offi- 
cials and democratic institu- 
tions" Because of these early 
advanced conceptions, Indi- 
ans were able to adapt them 


to their own needs which 
help form Native communi- 
ties "to maintain sovereignty 
and control of their own af- 
fairs." 

In modern day, Crandall 
sees a number of issues con- 
fronting Indian communi- 
ties. These includes health 
matters such as the high rate 
of obesity, diabetes and sub- 


stance abuse and the dissi- 
pation of culture and lan- 
guage among Indian com- 
munities including his own 
Yavapai-Apache Nation. 
"Things like our YAN cul- 
ture center (such as) talking 
with elders, recording their 
language and stories, (and) 
learning about their experi- 
ences-hopefully, to be more 


involved in the historical 
work for the YAN in the near 
future-," said Crandall. "I 
just want to use my skills to 
benefit people and commu- 
nities. It would be a shame 
to get all this training just 
to shut myself up in an of- 
fice and be a stuffy old pro- 
fessor-what good is it all if it 
doesn't benefit anyone but 


yourself?" Crandall eventu- 
ally wants to return to his 
homeland at YAN and be- 
come involved with his Na- 
tion in preserving the cul- 
ture of his people. 

Mother, Jane, said, "I'm 
really proud of him." 

Crandall, lives in Albu- 
querque with his family (4 
children), and wife, Connie 


who is an environmental ed- 
ucator. "She's super smart," 
says Crandall. Crandall is 
employed as the Historical 
Projects Specialist at the In- 
dian Pueblo Cultural Cen- 
ter in Albuquerque. Cran- 
dall will be marching in 
the spring ceremony at the 
UNM campus to receive his 
diploma this coming May. 


SHOP 

From page 3 


assigned an officer to take them (shop- 
ping) for the day," said Huibregtse. 

December 12 will always be a mem- 
orable day for these youngsters as they 
started with a breakfast with a police- 
man and then off to the Cottonwood 
airport where they waited for Santa to 
arrive on a helicopter. 

As the morning progressed, the Na- 
tion's kids rode in the squad car from 
the airport to WalMart as the sirens 
blared away and the kids switched on 
the flashing lights and fiddled with the 
squad car's p.a. system. 

Once inside of WalMart, the chil- 
dren is given a set spending amount to 
buy gifts. Officer Huibregtse said that 
the children "...more often than not, - 


- become selfless and start purchasing 
gifts for their family rather than them- 
selves". 

Huibregtse said that this occasion 
seems most memorable to him. "It is 
a special event that is near to my heart 
and I feel privileged to have been a 
part of it for the last 8 years," he said. 

After the shopping spree at 
WalMart, the Mingus Union High 
School cheerleaders wrap the gifts to 
have everything ready when the child 
got home. 

"The entire detail occurs on a vol- 
untary basis so all of the officers and 
volunteers donate their time to be a 
part of this wonderful event," said Hui- 
bregtse. 

The Nation's police department's 
participation included 3 sergeants, a 
detective and 2 officers. 


Yavapai-Apache 
Nation police offi- 
cers take the time 
to take children 
shopping for holi- 
day presents. The 
'Shop with a Cop' 
is an annual event 
that brings children 
together with law 
enforcement agen- 
cies to celebrate gift 
giving. (Photo by 
Margie Campos) 
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Nation participates in Martin Luther King, Jr. march 



Camp Verde Elementary School students take the lead in the march downtown Camp Verde. (Photo 
by Don Decker) 


By DON DECKER 

YAN News 

Monday, January 18, brought 
Camp Verde town's people to- 
gether to commemorate Martin 
Luther King, Jr.'s birthday. 

Over 250 participated in this 
march that also featured youths 
from the Yavapai-Apache Nation 
who sang and danced to honor 
King. 

King was assassinated in Mem- 
phis, Tennessee in 1968. 

Prior to this, King started the ac- 
tivism of non-violent demonstra- 
tion to bring about the awareness 
of the discrimination against peo- 
ple of color-mainly Black people. 

King is remembered well for his 
famous T have a dream' speech 
that was delivered on the Mall of 
the Nation in Washington, D.C. 
August of 1963. 

The following November, 1963, 
President Kennedy was assassi- 
nated in downtown Dallas. Lyn- 
don Johnson, Vice President then, 
was sworn in as the next president 
upon Kennedy's death. 

The U.S. Civil Rights Act of 1964 
was finally passed under Johnson's 
administration but it was Kennedy 
who sought the passage of this bill 
originally. 

The Martin Luther King Day was 
opposed by many at the state and 


national level. Even President Ron- 
ald Reagan refused to sign the bill 


until he was met with a large oppo- 
sition. 


In 1983, MLK became a law as 
a Federal paid holiday for govern- 


ment workers but it wasn't really 
observed until January 20, 1986. 

By the year 2000 nearly at 50 
states adopted the MLK holiday. 

South Carolina was the last state 
to adopt this holiday. 

As early as 1981, a national pe- 
tition drive was held to continue to 
have Congress approve the official 
holiday. 

Over 6 million signatures were 
gathered, the largest petition drive 
in favor of an issue in the U.S. his- 
tory. 

The Camp Verde gathering 
brought Vice Mayor Bruce George 
to address the crowd inside of the 
gymnasium. 

Chandler Plant, now 11 years, 
who started the MLK parade in 
2011, spoke before the crowd as 
well. 

Back in 2011, he had gone be- 
fore the Camp Verde council to 
ask about setting aside a MLK day. 
“In other (cities) they do it," Chan- 
dler had said at the time. “But here, 
they don't and I'd like to get one 
going." 

The march began in front of 
the gazebo at the old high school 
downtown Camp Verde and made 
a circle on the sidewalks on each 
side of main street Camp Verde. 


U.N.I.T.Y. (United Native Indian Tribal Youth) celebrates 40 years! 


By DON DECKER 

YAN News 

Executive director Mary Kim 
Titla of U.N.I.T.Y. brought a few 
members to Phoenix to celebrate 
the 4th Anniversary of this orga- 
nization on Tuesday, January 19. 

Titla is a San Carlos Apache 
with roots to Yavapai-Apache Na- 
tion as her father, Phillip Titla, is 
an enrolled member of Yavapai- 
Apache Nation. 

His great-grandfather was 
Captain Smiley or AKA as “Es- 
mallie" who can be seen in pho- 
tographs hung in the Nation's 
buildings that shows Esmallie 
holding a rifle in front of a wilciup. 

Joel Beauty, a senior at Camp 
Verde High School, who serves 


as the president of the U.N.I.T.Y. 
organization on the Yavapai- 
Apache Nation, spoke at the com- 
memorative event in Phoenix. 

Beauty is the son of Thomas 
and Nadie Beauty of Middle 
Verde. 

In conjunction with this event, 
Loren Tapahe, director of the Ar- 
izona Indian Chamber of Com- 
merce (AICC) based in Phoenix 
hosted the 20th anniversary for 
AICC. 

Members of the Inter-Tribal 
Council (ITCA) were also present 
at the event. 

Chairman Beauty of Yavapai- 
Apache Nation is president of 
ITCA. 



Chairman Beauty, top photo, cuts the anniversary cake for both U.N.I.T.Y. and AICC of Phoenix. Loren 
Tapahe (L), Shon Quannie (formerly of Mingus Union H.S.) and Maria Dadgar, Executive Director for 
ITCA look on as Lisa Chavez, U.N.I.T.Y. representative from the Ak-Chin community are joined by an 
unidentified representative from A.P.S. and Mary Kim Titla. At right, J oel Beauty speaks at the com- 
memorative event. (Photo at left by Lee Hyeoma. Photo at right by Nadie Beauty) 


Wellness conference draws community members together 


By DON DECKER 

YAN News 

Nation's youth and community 
members gathered at the Nation for 
the 'Healing our Nation' conference 
on January 14, Friday. 

Special speakers came from 
across the country arrived to provide 
thought-provoking workshops that 
engaged the community members 
about personal issues. 

From Hopiland, Perci Ami pro- 
vided an uplifting talk about en- 
hancement of spiritual paths of Na- 
tive people. 

Running Horse Livingston, is 
founder and director of 'Mathema- 
tize', a national self-development 
program that uses mathematics ac- 


tivities to develop personal life skills 
and to solve daily life problems. 

Livingston got the students on the 
gym floor and played an engaging 
math game which required logic and 
reasoning. 

From the Navajo Nation, Troi 
Lynn Whitethorne, an accomplished 
artist, spoke to the youth about goal 
setting and overcoming life obstacles 
to accomplish life endeavors. 

He had a heart-to-heart message 
about his personal misfortunes that 
stymied his ability to succeed with 
his goals until he gave up the nega- 
tive activities such as the use of al- 
cohol and other drugs. Whitetho- 


SEE WELLNESS PAGE 6 


Yavapai- 

Apache 

teens 

stand up 
to partic- 
ipate in 
an activ- 
ity with 
work- 
shop 
presenter 
Running 
Horse 
Living- 
ston. 
(Photo 
by Don 
Decker) 



GRADUATING 

From page 4 


year school located in Durango, Col- 
orado. "They (Ft. Lewis College) have 
a tuition waiver (for Native Ameri- 
can students)," said Beauty referring 
to money-saving costs of college ex- 
penses. "I'm torn between A.S.U. and 
Ft. Lewis," said Beauty who likes the 
idea of attending a smaller school with 
a reputable student-to -instructor ratio. 

Beauty would like to also continue 
in the sport of golfing wherever he en- 


rolls at for the coming academic year. 

Vance Tewawina another Native 
American student at the high school 
who is not a member of the Yavapai- 
Apache Nation but has social ties to the 
Nation, is graduating as well. Tewawina 
won a graphic arts contest in 2014 for 
designing the Camp Verde Centennial 
logo. In addition, he excels in academ- 
ics as well as playing on the school's 
golf team. 

His parents are Ophelia (Navajo) 
and Milford Tewawina (Hopi) of Camp 
Verde who have encouraged him to 
continue on with higher education by 


checking into various schools. “I visited 
Haskell University (Lawrence, Kansas) 
and it's an all-American school that has 
a good business program," said Tewaw- 
ina. Tewawina also has the option at- 
tending Ft. Lewis College in Colorado 
like classmate Beauty because the col- 
lege has a strong program in marketing 
and business. 

Finally, Gabrielle Ontiveros, part 
of the graduating seniors this year at 
Camp Verde High School, was not 
available for comment or a group pho- 
tograph. 


LANGUAGE 

From page 4 


which shows these classes 
help build self-esteem," said 
Franco. 

Franco said that the stu- 
dent participants are rec- 
ognized in an award cere- 
mony and presented with a 
hoodie and a certificate of 
completion at the end of the 
6-week course. 

“It's is easy to get the 


number of students to at- 
tend these classes but the 
real challenge is in teaching 
and keeping their interest," 
added Franco. 

Thanks to the patience of 
Yavapai teacher Reba Franco 
and Apache teacher Priscilla 
Lewis, these challenges are 
met. 

The next set of classes will 
be with high school students 
for the winter classes. 


MESQUITE 

From page 4 


From this fine powder, a variety 
of delectable foods can be cooked. 

Recipes galore 

With just a few additional 
ingredients, one can make basic 
muffins, chocolate chip cookies, 
pancakes, brownies, lemon poppy 
muffins, mesquite corn bread and 
mesquite tortillas. For mesquite 
cornbread the recipe calls for: 

3 A c. each cornmeal and flour 
y 2 c. mesquite meal 
y 2 1. baking powder 
y 2 1. salt 


1 c. yogurt 

2 eggs 

Va c. honey or equivalent 

3 tbs. oil or y 2 c. butter 

Combine dry ingredients 
and wet and stir into dry until 
just mixed. Spread the mix into 
a greased 8" by 8" pan and bake 
25 minutes at 350 degrees or until 
toothpick comes out clean. To add 
“ a little kick" include 1 1. Chipotle 
and 3 A c. fresh or frozen corn ker- 
nels. 

Medicinal use of mesquite 

The mesquite has been used 
by many Indian tribes in the 
southwest and as far south as the 
Mexican Baja and north central 
Mexico. 


Mesquite is commonly used to 
treat eye conditions, open wounds 
and skin disorders. For a stomach 
ache, mesquite can be used as an 
anti-acid as well as an antibacte- 
rial agent to place on sores and 
open wounds. 

(Judie Piner is the director of 
the Preservation and Technology 
Department for the Yavapai- 
Apache Nation in Camp Verde, 
Arizona and is an anthropologist, 
historian, photographer, graphic 
designer, and college instructor at 
Yavapai College.) 

Additional information: 
jpiner@yan-tribe.org 
www/desertharvestors.org 
www. casadefruta. com 
www.navitasnaturals.com 


Tasting 
mesquite 
recipes at 

the culture 
center, 
Emma 
Mocasque 
(L), Arlin 
Carl- 
ton and 
RaChel 
eVans, the 
cook, all 
try out the 
mesquite 
pancakes. 
(Photo by 
Don Deck- 
er) 
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CELEBRATE 


20 1 5: A GOOD YEAR!! 



These are some of the many indelible moments shared 
by members of the Yavapai-Apache Nation in 2015 


Photos by Don Decker and 
Margie Campos 





WELLNESS 

From, page 5 


rne also exhibited some acrylic paintings he 
completed and told the students about the 
meaning of each painting. He spoke of the 
demands for his paintings which has con- 
tributed to his positive self-esteem. 


Waylon Pee Pahona, Hopi, who is the 
director of 'Healthy Active Natives', spoke 
about maintaining a good life style such as 
keeping fit that contributes to well-being 
and keeping diabetes at bay. 

Pahona said he has traveled across Indian 
country speaking to large audiences and en- 
gaging them in physical activities that helps 
to prevent physical deterioration and bad 
health. 


Finally, from the Yavapai-Apache Na- 
tion, Arlin Carlton spoke of his long-stand- 
ing trials with alcohol and substance abuse 
such as crystal meth which he used for years. 
Carlton shared his personal struggles with 
drugs and how it consumed his daily life. 

He is also a member of a world-wide or- 
ganization that is adamant about staying so- 
ber. 

Carlton just received his certification as a 


bonafide 'Peer Support Specialist' through 
a certifying agency and has passed all back- 
ground checks to work with clients. 

He is employed by the alcohol substance 
abuse program for his Nation. 

The conference was sponsored under the 
auspices of the WIOA, an office dedicated to 
workforce training and employment place- 
ment. 

Kitty Roberts of the Nation is the director. 


HOTEL 

From page 1 


going to start a new thing," 
said Beauty. 

Beauty said that the 
morning event started with a 
prayer with the tribal coun- 
cil and tribal elder-Apache 
culture director, Vincent 
Randall who offered bless- 
ings for the safety of work- 
ers during the construction 
phase. 

Vice Chairwoman Dar- 
lene Rubio spoke about early 
history of the Nation's casino 
and how the first casino was 
opened in the hotel below 
the casino in 1995. 

"Today, over 300 tribal 
members are employed 
not only with gaming but 
throughout the Nation with 
gaming dollars," said Ru- 
bio pointing to other en- 
tities that have been the 
benefactors of casino prof- 
its. " The Nation has com- 


pleted current projects in- 
cluding a new gas and con- 
venient store, new housing 
and waste water projects," 
said Rubio. "The Nation has 
used the Visions of Devel- 
opment (and) has attracted 
millions of visitors and its 
profits to improve the qual- 
ity of life, health and safety 
and for tribal members." 

General Manager Mary 
Ketterling said the build- 
ing of the new casino ho- 
tel "-was a culmination of 
many years of discussion, 
ideas and planning. A proj- 
ect whose goal has been the 
same — to maintain a com- 
petitive position in the gam- 
ing market place, to take the 
Yavapai-Apache Nation's to 
the next level — to keep it 
vibrate and strong for its fu- 
ture generations." Ketterling 
said the guests are "look- 
ing for an enhancing ex- 
perience. "No longer is the 
casino guest patron satis- 
fied with the same old," she 
added. In keeping up with 


the taste of guests, Ketterling 
said the casino was remod- 
eled in the past two years. 

"This enterprise will be in 
the position to deliver that 
experience and to be a solid 
contender in the state's gam- 
ing industry. We believe that 
with this added develop- 
ment we will fill the niche 
not available today in the lo- 
cal hotel market," Ketterling 
said. Mayor Charlie German, 
City of Camp Verde also 
spoke of the history of the 
Yavapai-Apache's history in 
Verde Valley. German spoke 
of the harsh times of intern- 
ment for the Yavapai and 
Apache in old San Carlos. 

"There was a request 
made by the leaders every 
night to military officials in 
charge to be released to be 
returned to their home," said 
German. German said this 
request was made everyday 
for 25 years and that permis- 
sion was finally granted. 

German said he attended 
school with Yavapai and 


Apache children and his 
"awareness of an absence of 
economic power" Poverty. 

"I didn't understand ex- 
cept to know they were liv- 
ing right next to us but not 
really a part of us," added 
German. 

"It was the wisdom, vision 
and experience and hard 
work from many tribal mem- 
bers and elders that brought 
the tribe to this point in 
time — in celebration this 
morning. I am excited and 
pleased that many tribal 
members have accepted 
the mantle of leadership for 
their people. It is powerful 
to see through the structure 
of powerful leadership and 
vision of the elders that edu- 
cation would unlock untold 
opportunities for the eco- 
nomic success of this special 
people," said German. 

The new six-story build- 
ing will have 122 rooms with 
a mix of suites, king and 
queen guest rooms, a multi- 
level 300-space parking lot, 


additional retail space, a 
5,000 square foot adjoining 
multi-purpose meeting cen- 
ter on the west side of the 
casino. The hotel will also 
feature a coffee shop, a retail 


shop and a business center 
for guests. Other amenities 
include a swimming pool, a 
1,430-square-foot courtyard 
and a 1,600-square-foot out- 
door seating area. 



At right, an illustration of the six-story hotel that 
will reach up to the skyline and will be seen from 
Clarkdale, a distance of 20 miles. The new Cliff Castle 
Hotel will be completed in time for the New Year’s cele- 
bration on January 1, 2017. (Courtesy photo) 







Nation 
swears in 
new interim 
chief judge 

• Page 2 



Mingus 

basketball 

wins 

preliminary 

game 

• Page 3 


PRESORTED STANDARD 
U.S. POSTAGE PAID 
yava PAI-A PACHE 
NATION 


Yavapai -Apache Nation 
2400 West Datsi 
Camp Verde, AZ 86322 




■dPACHi. 




Yavapai: To Tell 


Apache: To Talk 


Volume 16 Issue 20 Newspaper of the Yavapai-Apache Nation — FREE March 201 6 

\vTv7 \*/ v/ v/ 


Marley Juan new Miss Yavapai-Apache Nation 


By DON DECKER 

YAN News 


"It was surreal;" said 21 year old 
Marley luan as she was crowned the 
new Miss Yavapai-Apache Nation at 
the February 20 pageant held in Middle 
Verde during the Exodus week. 

"I was really excited to represent the 
people," said Marley. 

Marley luan, the new Miss Yavapai- 
Apache Nation, demonstrated her 
modern and traditional knowledge of 
the culture in front of a panel of judges 
that evening. 

The Nation was without a Miss 
Yavapai-Apache Nation during 2015. 

Accompanied by her father, Ron 
luan, a member of the Quechan Nation 
in Yuma, Marley performed a Bird 
Dance expressive of her ties to her 
father's traditions. 


The Bird Dance has its origins 
among the Yuman people farther to the 
west where her father is from. Lorna 
Hazlewood, mother to Marley, is for- 
mer council member of the Nation and 
is employed by the Nation. 

In the pageant, luan also exhibited 
some of her art work since she likes to 
draw, paint and work in arts and crafts. 

Her greatest influence is her father 
who is an accomplished artist in all 
areas including wood sculptors repre- 
senting Indian motifs. 

It was the first time luan had com- 
peted for the title. luan introduced her- 
self on stage using the both the Yavapai 
and Apache languages when she came 
before the judges. 

Delmundo Cepress, an Apache 
youth residing in Middle Verde, taught 
her the Apache portion for her intro- 
duction. 


"In our household, we are taught to 
respect our elders. We must make sure 
they are respected," said Marley. 

Marley brings high educational aspi- 
rations as she graduated with a 3.80 
grade point average from Scottsdale 
Community College where she received 
an Associate of Arts Degree in General 
Studies in 2014. 

But that is not the end of her aca- 
demic quest as Marley plans to contin- 
ue on to Northern Arizona University 
and pursue a B.A. degree in Indigenous 
Studies and linguistics. 

"Language is very important," she 
added as evidenced by her traditional 
talent she presented. 

"I want to get a Masters eventually 
and our youth need to see how we can 
go further. 


SEE CROWNED PAGE 2 
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From left, Miss Indian Arizona Taylor Susan, Miss 
Yavapai-Apache Nation Marley Juan, First Attendant 
Ashley Hines, KD Marquez-Miss Teen, Erika J a i- 
me-First Attendant, (Front) Zamaya Lowry-Miss Tiny 
Tot, Little Missy Schyani Thompson, Princess J ynae 
Medina and First Attendant Lillian Begay. (Photo by 
Randi Schaeffer) 


Nation commemorates Exodus Day 



Under warm temperatures and sunny skies, the Nation's members honored the February 26, 1875 long march from Camp Verde to old San Carlos, Saturday, February 
27, in Camp Verde atthe Veterams Memorial Park. (Photos by Don Decker) 


Exodus and Spirit Runners honor 
ancestors with long distance run 

By Don Decker 

YAN News 


By Don Decker 

YAN News 

Under warm temperatures and 
sunny skies, the Nation's mem- 
bers honored the February 26, 
1875 long march from Camp 
Verde to old San Carlos, Saturday, 
February 27, in Camp Verde at the 
Veterams Memorial Park. 

With crowd estimates of over 
400 people, the morning began 
with a spiritual gathering at Boyn- 
ton Canyon in Sedona northwest 
of the Nation. This is the place of 
emergence for the Yavapai and 
Apache people as told in the oral 


history of the people. According to 
the traditional people, since time 
immemorial, there have always 
been continuous prayer services 
the Boynton Canyon grounds. 

Manuel Cooley, San Carlos 
medicine man and Raphael Bear, 
spiritual leader for the Ft. McDow- 
ell community, both shared words 
of wisdom and led the morning 
prayers and songs of the people. 
Chairman Thomas Beauty spoke 
at the prayer service as well and 
shared his insights about the sig- 
nificance of Boynton Canyon 
gathering and the meaning it has 
to the Yavapai-Apache people. 


Boynton Canyon is a beautiful 
setting among the deep red rock 
canyon for such an occasion and 
this year, the temperature was not 
as a cold as last year. 

After the gathering in Boyn- 
ton Canyon, a commemoration 
march was held at 11 a.m. from 
the Veteran's Park down to the Na- 
tion's cultural center where the 
marchers were met by the long 
distance Exodus runners from 
San Carlos (who had been run- 
ning around the clock since the 
previous Friday morning through 


SEE C0MMEMM0RATES PAGE 2 


There were 2 groups of runners 
that arrived together at the Ex- 
odus gathering on February 27 
in Camp Verde on the Yavapai- 
Apache Nation below the casino. 

The Exodus runners composed 
of Nation's members began their 
run in Cutterville on the morn- 
ing of February 26, Friday about 


3 a.m. where the Apache Gold 
Casino is located on the San 
Carlos Apache Reservation about 
6 miles east of Globe, Arizona. 
Their run took them through the 
city of Globe, across Roosevelt 
Dam 38 miles northwest of Globe, 
into Payson, another 40 miles 
up the road along Route 87 up 


SEE RUN PAGE 2 


Chairman Thomas Beauty presents check to Town of Camp Verde 


By DON DECKERYAN News 

At a duly convened meet- 
ing for the city of Camp Verde, 
Chairman Beauty presented the 
city council with a check totaling 
$20,600.00. 

" This is a 12% set aside from 
the Section 12 Compact State of 
Arizona Class III net win distri- 
bution to local communities," 
said Beauty. 


Beauty also gave some brief 
statistics on the amount of 
money that Indian gaming has 
contributed to the state econo- 
my. 

It the history of Indian gam- 
ing in Arizona, tribes have con- 
tributed $487 million to educa- 
tion, $244 million to trauma, $70 
million to tourism and $127 to 
Arizona towns and cities said 
Beauty. "Indian gaming provides 


about 15,000 jobs in Arizona. We 
are a big player in your econo- 
my," said Beauty. 

"This contribution is from 
the 12% and there are no strings 
attached-to do whatever you 
please with this," he concluded. 

The Camp Verde city council 
graciously accepted the gift as 
Mayor Charles German accept- 
ed the check from Beauty. 


J aime Valles, 
council mem- 
ber, Chair- 
man Beauty, 
Charles Ger- 
man-Mayor 
and Vice 
Chairwoman 
Darlene Rubio. 
(Photo by Don 
Decker) 
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Yavapai-Apache Nation police dept, sets up 
temporary two-week office hours in Clarkdale 


By DON DECKER 

YAN News 

From February 24 to March 
4 ; the police department 
moved their primary oper- 
ations to the old community 
center in Clarkdale. Its an ex- 
periment of sorts for the de- 
partment to ascertain better 
services for the Clarkdale com- 
munity, said Police Chief Jon 
Huey. 

"The goal of this temporary 


services available is to make 
our administrative services 
available to the Clarkdale com- 
munity-which will help our 
Clarkdale community relations 
as well as having the ability to 
focus on trouble in that com- 
munity," said Huey. 

No police officer has been 
stationed in Clarkdale for reg- 
ular office hours from 8-5 daily 
recently although there are 
daily patrols throughout the 
day. 


The police department also 
state that the Clarkdale com- 
munity center is used by offi- 
cers on duty including 'swing,' 
'grave yard' and 'day' officers 
for their report writing. 

Depending on the 2-weelc 
experiment, the police depart- 
ment state that they may con- 
duct the 2-weelc office hours 
on more frequent basis in 
Clarkdale. 



Chief Jon Huey 



Chairman Thomas Beauty administers the oath 
of office to J udge Anthony F. Little. (Photo by 
Don Decker) 


What Are The Warning Signs For Suicide? 


The following signs may 
mean someone is at risk for 
suicide. 

The risk of suicide is 
greater if a behavior is new 
or has increased and if it 
seems related to a painful 
event, loss, or change. 

If you or someone you 
know exhibits any of these 
signs, seek help as soon 
as possible by calling the 
Lifeline at : 


1-800-273-TALK (8255). 

Talking about wanting to 
die or to kill oneself. 

Looking for a way to kill 
oneself, such as searching 
online or buying a gun. 

Talking about feeling 
hopeless or having no reason 
to live. 

Talking about feeling 
trapped or in unbearable 
pain. 

Talking about being a bur- 


den to others. 

Increasing the use of alco- 
hol or drugs. 

Acting anxious or agitat- 
ed; behaving recklessly. 

Sleeping too little or too 
much. 

Withdrawing or feeling 
isolated. 

Showing rage or talking 
about seeking revenge. 

Displaying extreme mood 
swings. 


If someone is talking 
about harming themselves 
you can call for help. 

Call 911 

Call YAPD- 928- 567-7142 
and afterhours CV Dispatch 
928-567-6621 

Crisis On Call Phone 
928-301-0322 

Crisis Line Spectrum 
928-634-2236 


A "Thank You" from Vice Chairwoman Darlene Rubio 


I want to express a sincere thank you 
to all the individuals of the administra- 
tion and to your families that have gone 
out and helped in the Exodus event. 

It was a blessing day to see you all 
out. 


Many of you volunteer your time .... 
and I know a lot of you are still not done 
as I write this email, (editor's note: 
Written during Exodus Day) 

Thank you, thank you, thank you, for 
all of your hard work, your strength of 


dedication. Again my sincere thanks. 
You are all a true blessing. 

This day could not end, without me 
saying how much I appreciate you all. 
Have a safe and beautiful evening; safe 
travels back home with family. 


COMMEMORATES 

From page 1 


Roosevelt Dam and Payson) and the 
Spirit runners who started their run 
from the junction of State Route 87 
and Highway 260 about 25 miles east 
of Camp Verde. The two groups of 
runners unified as one and ran into 
Verde Valley from the junction. 

The marchers came into the park- 
ing lot of the cultural center that 
morning where the marchers danced 
up to the runners who were just ar- 
riving in the parking lot. Chair- 
man Thomas Beauty of the Yavapai- 
Apache Nation gave words of encour- 
agement and support to the partici- 
pants, some of whom came from far 
away as Whiteriver, Cibicue and out 
of state as well. 

And to the long distance runners 
Beauty said, "I want to say thank 
you again. I remember standing here 
2 years ago and seeing the runners 
come over the hill — I got emotional 
and I cried. I did cry because in my 
mind of what they (ancestors) went 
through — the people that left us and 
they came back. That's why we're 
here today. Its not a celebration-it's a 
commemoration." 

At the cultural center, songs were 
sung by both the Yavapai and Apache 
singers led by Bear and Cooley re- 
spectively. Not to miss an opportu- 
nity for a social and honor dance, the 
marchers and nearby spectators took 
the opportunity to dance and share a 
special moment. 

Council woman, Annette Mendez 
who also ran with the Exodus runners 
from San Carlos to Camp Verde said, 
" I just want to thank all the runners. 
You don't think about all that we're 
able to do when we run from San Car- 
los to here. Just think of what we have 
today— and what our ancestors did 
not have. They actually walked all the 
way," said Mendez as she referred to 
the comforts of a van that followed 
them along the way with all the water 
they could drink. "So, that's one of the 
benefits we have to think about -what 
our ancestors had to endure-and they 
went there and they came back," she 


added. 

Vice Chairwoman Darlene Ru- 
bio thanked the runners as well and 
said that spirituality was important 
in the lives of the people. "I'm really 
proud to stand in front of you all-to 
represent all of you. As the chairman 
(Beauty) said, we are all Yavapai- 
Apache. Let's hear it! (with empha- 
sis-crowd yells). Thank our ances- 
tors and the Creator to take care of 
our people. HE (Creator) loves us and 
to take care of us. Teach your young 
to keep it in their hearts (to know) 
where they came from," said Rubio. 

At the end of the cultural center 
gathering, the contingent of march- 
ers and runners were led back to the 
event grounds by traditional sing- 
ers. The march back to the event site 
signified the ultimate return of the 
Yavapai-Apache to Verde Valley at the 
turn of the century after 25 years of 
interment in old San Carlos under the 
guard of military soldiers. 

Festivities 

Under perfect weather conditions, 
a noon luncheon was offered to the 
public. The Nation had donated a 
steer for the event and was butchered 
by the recreation department 2 weeks 
before the event. 

The menu was pleasing to every- 
one as traditional acorn stew and 
vegetable soup was made available 
as well as tortillas with organic beef 
that was cooked underground by the 
recreation department at the culture 
center by Darin Smith, Shaquille Wa- 
tahomgie, Manu Hailame and Jacob 
Lewis. 

Lorna Hazelwood, former council 
member now in the finance depart- 
ment who coordinated the cooking 
of the food, said that there was plenty 
of food left over at the conclusion of 
the event hours after the event. Other 
cooks for the event were Vice Chair- 
woman Darlene Rubio, Marley Juan- 
Miss Yavapai-Apache, Flora Sellers 
and her daughter Mina Eppinger and 
Nancy Guzman. 

Other people involved with the 
meal was Monte and Karla Reimer 
and Nancy Ruiz. 

Special entertainment and sharing 
of cultures 


The afternoon presentations 
started with introductions of royal- 
ties from our Nation as well as other 
visiting royalties. Miss Indian Ari- 
zona Taylor Susan, a White Mountain 
Apache was also in attendance and 
spoke briefly to the audience. 

The new Miss Yavapai-Apache Na- 
tion, Marley Juan greeted the attend- 
ees as well. Juan has reinstated the 
title since there was a brief absence 
of Miss Yavapai-Apache Nation for 
the 2015 year. 

Students who came the farthest 
were the Cibicue Elementary School 
who brought traditional Apache en- 
tertainment and the school's crown 
dance group. 

The Salt River Basket Dancers 
from the Phoenix area also partici- 
pated and absent this year were the 
Ram Dancers from Havasupai. From 
the Yavapai-Apache Nation, gourd 
singers led by Troy Kaslca and tradi- 
tional Bird Dancers joined together 
to share their culture. Delmundo Ce- 
press, Apache singer, led the Lil' War- 
rior Dancers of the Yavapai-Apache 
Nation in some dances. This group is 
active in many community activities 
throughout Verde Valley. 

Harold Kenton, San Carlos 
Apache medicine man, shared some 
traditional Apache songs that were 
sung in Camp Verde long ago said 
Kenton. Other performers included 
the Blue Stone Singers with Terrance 
"Yogi" Yazzie of Whiteriver, and a 
mountain spirit dance directed by 
Clay Walker of Whiteriver. 

From the Navajo Nation in Cam- 
eron, James Peshlakai sang some tra- 
ditional songs and told about the re- 
lationships between the Navajo and 
Apache. Peshlakai also has a CD to 
his credit under his name. 

Arlin Carlton, Apache of Yavapai- 
Apache Nation emceed the cultural 
event in the afternoon. Carlton works 
within the substance abuse program 
for the Nation. 

Event coordinator Margie Campos 
from the Nation's public relations de- 
partment said that all of the activi- 
ties were met with success and were 
meaningful to all involved. 


RUN 

From page 1 


to the Junction of Highway 
87 where they were met 
by the Spirit Runners who 
were waiting for them early 
Saturday morning. 

The runners arrived on 
time to be met by the Exodus 
marchers from the event 
grounds at the Nation's cul- 
tural center were medicine 
people shared songs with 
community members and 
the runners. 

Three of the Nation's 
council members participat- 
ed in the Exodus run from 
San Carlos to the Nation: 
Annette Mendez, Rachel 


Hood and Jaime Valles. 

The following runners 
participated in the run: 

Marvin Johnson, Xavier 
Thompson (9 year's old), 
Taloa Hood, Rhiannon 
Hood, Rachel Hood, Jennifer 
Hood, Laurie Stevens, 
Robert Chavez, Jaime 
Valles, Brandy Gyce, Adam 
Hines(13 year's old), Avery 
Hines(ll year's old), Daval 
Gyce, Savannah Sandoval, 
Tanya Lewis, Damian Baca, 
Michelle Ayala, Annette 
Mendez, and Alyious Beauty 
(17 year's old). 

Driver's were Leroy 
Gibson, Tanya Lewis, Taloa 
Hood, Marvin Johnson, 
Jaime Valles and Annette 
Mendez. 


CROWNED 

From page 1 

"They don't get a lot of 
encouragement. You need 
to be pushed and you have 
to want it," said Marley 
about her life goals. 

Marley was also active 
in the culinary program in 
high school and participat- 
ed in the Big Brother and 
Big Sister program help- 
ing youth. Marley said she 
helped an elementary girl 
in after-school programs. 

Marley graduated from 
Camp Verde High School 
in 2012 and was employed 
in the WIA (Workforce 


Investment Act) during the 
summers with the Nation. 

Marley was also active in 
the National UNITY Native 
American youth group 
that has a chapter on the 
Yavapai-Apache Nation. 

Presently, she is a 
Johnson O'Malley tutor in 
the public schools work- 
ing under Cindy Eaton, the 
Johnson O'Malley director 
for the Nation. 

Marley has 2 other sib- 
lings, Bianca and McGrady 
and her grandmother is 
Angie Hazelwood and the 
late Ed Hazelwood. 

The family make their 
home in Middle Verde. 


Nation swears in new 
interim chief judge 


By DON DECKER 

YAN News 

Chairman Thomas 
Beauty administered 
the oath of office to 
Judge Anthony F. Little 
on February 11. At press 
time on March 1, Judge 
Little was being inter- 
viewed for the perma- 
nent position of Chief 
Judge for the Nation. 

Judge Little is a La- 
lcota enrolled in the 
Rosebud Nation in 
South Dakota. 

He has extensive ex- 
periences in law and 
was recent Associate 
Judge in Puyallup Na- 
tion in Tacoma for 2 
years and prior to that, 
he was Chief Judge for 
3 years at Ale- Chin com- 
munity south of Phoe- 
nix. At Ft. Mohave, he 
was the sole chief mag- 
istrate for matters per- 
taining to the 3-state 
area where Nevada 
joins California and Ar- 
izona under Public Law 
280. Public Law 280 is 
a complicated jurisdic- 
tional authority that has 
numerous overlaps of 
tribal, federal and state 


laws. 

Judge Little is a grad- 
uate of Arizona State 
University class of 1976 

and began his work 
in the northwest for 2 
years and returned back 
to the southwest repre- 
senting the interests of 
the Pueblo and Navajo 
people. Little was Exec- 
utive Director of Indian 
Pueblo Legal Services 
which later became the 
New Mexico Legal Aide. 

Little is also a Viet- 
nam Veteran and served 
with the 1st Cavalry In- 
fantry Division in the 
mid-60s. This U.S. Army 
division is known by 
a yellow patch with a 
black horse's head and 
a black strip running di- 
agonally on the patch. 

Little's wife is well- 
known Dr. Eunice 
Romero Little, from 
Cochiti Pueblo in New 
Mexico who is Associ- 
ate Professor at Arizona 
State University's Indig- 
enous Language Edu- 
cation and Applied Lin- 
guistics. 

(Editor's note: more 
to follow on Judge Little 
in April issue) 



Construction workers Joaquin Forestor (L) and Braulio 
Cruz set a concrete form for one of the apartments in 
preparation fora concrete pour. (Photo by Don Decker) 


First concrete pad poured 
for apartment unit 


By Don Decker 

YAN News 

This day marks an his- 
toric moment as the first of 
the 38 units of the Tax Credit 
Unit #5 is literally being con- 
structed as workmen place 
the first load of concrete on a 
cleared lot. 

Sharie Benson , housing 
director, said that most of 
the infrastructure has been 
placed underground with 
APS coming in to place wires 
to each of the units when the 
walls go up in the coming 
weeks. 

All the curbing has been 
completed and the first 
phase of the #5 Tax Credit 
is on its way with the first 
walls to be raised soon. 


In April of 2015, the coun- 
cil broke ground for the new 
housing area that will con- 
sist of a mixture of triplexes, 
duplexes and single-family 
homes. In addition, a new 
community center will be 
built next to the new devel- 
opment. 

Benson said this morning, 
that the 38 units will be done 
by August of this year and 
ready for occupancy. 

The new construc- 
tion will add another 40 
units through the Low 
Income Housing Tax Credit 
program under Tax Credit #6 
which will fund the remain- 
ing units. Those units are 
scheduled to be completed 
by the end of 2018. 
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Mingus High School wins preliminary basketball game in state finals 


By Don Decker 

YAN News 

The Marauders of Mingus came before 
a packed gymnasium in Chino Valley, 
Friday, February 19 as they met Holbrook 
high school in a hair-raising game that 
kept both fans on their feet as the teams 
started off quickly answering buckets one 
after another. 

At one point, the Marauders were 24 
points ahead within the 2nd quarter and 
this comfortable lead dwindled down to 
10 plus points for the last 2 quarters until 
the 4th quarter when Holbrook caught its 
second wind and answered the Marauders 
with some quick steals and baskets. 

The Marauders were definitely taller 
than their opponents but Holbrook wasn't 
about to give up as they reduced the point 
spread down to within 6 points into the 
final 3 minutes of the game. 

Holbrook's team was quick and their 
corner shooter was making most of the 
baskets. 

The Marauders had key players in get- 
ting the ball down court and mixing up the 
offense with some great layups by A-team 
Navarro, #1 and Loring, #3 and Tapija, #33 

With just 40 seconds left, Holbrook 
made a tireless effort in trying to save their 
game even stalling the games with defen- 
sive fouls and getting within 3 points of the 
Marauders. 

The game ended with a score of 92-89 
as #33 Miles Tapija was fouled a few times 
at the very last few seconds of the game 
which resulted in 6 points of free throws 
for Tapija. 

"The Hood family was supporting Miles 


Tapija who is a Prescott-Yavapai. He is the 
son of Leslie Hood, a YAN tribal mem- 
ber and Matthew Tapija, along with the 
Tapija family," said Annette Mendez, YAN 
tribal member and council member who 
attended the game. "All in all, we are all 
supporting the Mingus Marauders Boy's 
Basketball Team," added Mendez. 

Mendez's parents were the late Juan 
and Harriet (Hood) Mendez. The elder 
Hood was sister to Harry and Willie Hood 
and another sister, Katherine (Hood) 
Marquez of Clarkdale. 

Young Tapija is the grandson of Willie 
and Julia Hood and the late Daniel and 
Geri Tapija. 

Another key player was Ashton Loring, 
the son of Shane Loring and Jennifer 
Martinez and the grandson of Yavapai 
matriarch Sharon Loring. Ashton was a 
very strong player from the onset as he 
had many assists and key passes to both 
Navarro and Tapija. Shane Loring is 
employed at YAN housing department. 

Tapija will be a senior in fall of 2016 and 
Loring is graduating this May. There is a 
possibility Loring will be picked up by a 
college according to reliable sources. 

Update on February 29: The Marauders 
continued in the state bracket and 
were defeated by Winslow Bulldogs on 
Thursday, February 25 in overtime with a 
score of 50-49 with just 3 seconds left in a 
foul against the Bulldogs. 

Both free throws were missed by the 
Marauders. 



^83 Miles Tapija tips one in against 
Holbrook defenders. (Photo courtesy 
Greg Macafee, Camp Verde Bugle) 



guard senior Ashton Loring comes 
up center court for a layup. (Photo 
courtesy Greg Macafee, Camp Verde 
Bugle) 



Crowd cheere-on their team. (Photo by Don Decker) 


Yavapai-Apache meets China 




Above: Kitty Roberts, 
WIOA director for the 

Nation who helped 
organize the cultur- 
al exchange between 
the Chinese students 
and the Native Ameri- 
can community and the 
Indian club at the high 
school, shakes hands 
with visiting students. 
(Photo by Don Decker) 

Left: Troy Kaska, 

Yavapai traditional 
singer and artist, greets 
Chinese students in the 
library at Mingus Union 
High School. (Photo by 
Don Decker) 


By Don Decker 

YAN News 

Members of the Native 
American Club at Mingus 
Union High School with 
Shelley Kitchen met with 14 
Chinese foreign exchange 
students who visited Mingus 
Union High School and 
made arrangements to 
involve the Nation's cultural 
departments with the stu- 
dent exchange program. 

Kitty Roberts, WIOA 
director for the Yavapai- 
Apache Nation, was instru- 
mental in making the con- 
nection with the Yavapai- 
Apache Nation Cultural 
Departments, both Yavapai 
and Apache. 

Roberts said that she 
had received e-mail from 
the high school principal 
Jennifer Chilton who sent 
a notice about the impend- 
ing visitors. That is when 
Roberts went into action 
and organized a special pre- 
sentation for the 14 students 
and their teacher guide 
Xuan Hu (who spoke perfect 
English) to watch and hear 
Yavapai singers perform the 
Gourd songs. Troy Kaska 
assisted by Jordan Lewis 
both of the culture depart- 
ment, sang the gourd songs 
as the Chinese students lis- 
tened. 

Other cultural special- 
ists attending were Reba 
Franco and Gertie Smith 
from the Yavapai Culture 
Department. 

Kitty Roberts and Sonny 
Jackson were the only mem- 
bers of the Nation to host a 
student for the one-week 
stay. 

The Chinese students 
toured the Grand Canyon 
and a one- day trip to the 
discount mall in Anthem 
north of Phoenix. 

Under the auspices of 


the Sino-American Youth 
Ambassadors program 
sponsored by Ameson 
Education and Cultural 
Exchange Program from 
Washington, D.C., this 
well-coordinated visit 
allowed local families to 
host students into their 
home. 

Kitty Roberts who has 4 
children and Mariah who is 

15 years old found the per- 
fect match with Xiayon or 
known as "Sue" for her visit. 
"The school sent out an itin- 
erary and what it was going 
to be like and it had all of 
their attached emails," said 
Roberts about the 3-week 
advance notice. Roberts 
originally was assigned to 
another girl but due to a mix 
up, Roberts hosted a differ- 
ent girl. "The girl got accus- 
tomed to our family and 
the other girl did too," said 
Roberts. 

The hosts met their stu- 
dents in the library when the 
Chinese students arrived in 
Cottonwood after a grueling 

16 hour flight from eastern 
China. "You're looking at 
the otherside of the world. 
She slept really good, " said 
Roberts about her exchange 
student. The only problem 
was her daughter Mariah 
and "Sue" had to be ready 
each morning to catch the 
6:30 bus to school since 
mother Roberts had to go 
to work at Yavapai-Apache 
Nation. 

In the evenings Roberts 
made homemade lasagna. 
Roberts was told by the 
Chinese student that she 
rarely cooked at home in 
China because her parents 
wanted Xiayon to concen- 
trate on school. Roberts 
said the exchange student 
cooked a meal for the family 
one night. "She asked me 
if she could do dishes and 


help with cooking as her 
parents prevented her from 
helping around the house. 
On that Friday, she asked 
if she could cook a meal. I 
didn't know what it was 
called but it had fried egg, 
with vinegar and soy sauce 
with thinly cut potatoes. It 
was very tasty," said Roberts. 
"She only cooked twice in 
her life so I sad you can cook 
anything you'd like.. 'go for it' 
, I told her," added Roberts. 

Roberts said the Chinese 
student said not to drink 
coffee but to drink tea. "I 
told her, 'honey, I have 
to have my coffee' ," said 
Roberts. 

One night, Roberts took 
her children and Xiayon 
outside to see the night stars 
and Roberts said Xiayon was 
astounded at what she saw: 
bright shining stars due to 
lack of horizon vision living 
in the big cities of China. 
"She had never been on 
a rope swing. They do 12- 
hour school days there start- 
ing at 7:30 and ending at 
6:30," said Roberts. Roberts 
said the students get a nap 
during school as well. 

The exchange student 
wants to return to America 
after graduating from high 
school in China. Roberts 
said she wants to help the 
student find a university in 
California since that loca- 
tion is more convenient and 
closer to China. 

Roberts said that the 
high school principal Ms. 
Chilton was delighted in 
the Nation's participation of 
the cultural exchange at the 
high school. The Chinese 
students had brought many 
traditional gifts from China 
which were shared with the 
Nation's members including 
the Indian students. 


Agriculture youth group meets 

By Y0LAND TRUJILLO 

Director, Agricultural Resource 
Department for the 
Yavapai-Apache Nation 

Saturday, February 6, brought the Nation's youth to the Nation's farm where the Yavapai-Apache Agricultural 
Resources Department held its first agriculture youth group meeting at the Clover Leaf Ranch across the river from 
the administration building. 

Don Decker, along with the children, blessed the Agriculture Youth Garden. A 20 minute presentation on gar- 
dening and composting was conducted by Rodolfo Martinez who is the YAN Invasive Species Coordinator. 

Then we headed out to the garden where the youth worked together and made a garden bed under the direction 
of Martinez. 

Next week, the youth will be making more garden beds and planting winter crops such as lettuce, spinach, 
onions, peas, and other leafy greens. 

We encourage and welcome all youth to come and prepare their own garden beds and plant their own produce. 

We will meet again next Saturday February 13, 2016 at 10 a.m. at the same location. For transportation, contact 
this office. 

We like to thank Don Decker for the wonderful blessing and message on agriculture. 

Our Future Farmers of YAN !!! 



Nation's youth begin spring-garden beds for vegetables 
at the Yavapai-Apache Nation Clover Leaf Ranch this past 
Saturday. (Photo by Yolanda Trujillo) 
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Staff training provides insights into proper work leadership skills 


COMMUNITY NEWS 



YAN directors gather at monthly staff development meetings headed by Kitty Rob- 
erts, director of the WIOA program for the Nation. It's a time to share information 
with departments and learn strategies for better service to clients. (Photo by Don 
Decker) 


By Don Decker 

YAN News 

After attending one of the monthly worlc- 
shops for Directors of Yavapai-Apache 
Nation departments, one can gain a bet- 
ter understanding of the many facets to 
accomplishing employee goals. It's led by 
Kitty Roberts, Director of the WIOA pro- 
gram for the Nation. WIOA is the old CETA 
program from the 70s and converted to the 
modern Workforce Investment Act and now 
the futuristic WIOA. 

Roberts is charged with the responsibility 
of assessing clients for a career change or 
finding a job using the methods established 
by the WIOA program. It's a useful and 
worthwhile program that prepares many 
unskilled individuals to prepare to meet the 
challenges of a changing work environment. 

Using these leadership skills, Roberts has 
united a small group composed of Directors 
and Managers from the various departments 
of the Nation. They flesh out ideas which 
may enhance the delivery strategies of vari- 
ous departments on the Nation. 

"What are the steps to accomplishing 
goals?" ask Roberts to the small group who 
came to the housing training office meeting 
in late mid- February. 

The responses are varied but essentially 
the same. It's adjusting to situations, and 
providing feedback to the client or employ- 


ees, in this case, goal setting and adjusting 
those goals if they don't pan out according 
to Roberts. 

Roberts gives feedback as well to the staff 
trainees. 

In one exercise, Roberts discusses the 
various personality types in life that are 


inherent in how people interact with their 
work environment... especially those that are 
providing a service to clients needing posi- 
tive and proper direction in accomplishing 
goals. 

Someone in the group says, "Knowing 
your staff-it'll work out". 


Roberts states that finding out about indi- 
vidual competencies is important. " Find 
out what they are good at. Strength based 
management can help you make your goals," 
Roberts said to the group participants. 

Using the basis of CORE Partners as a 
model, Roberts uses this process to elicit 
participation of the members in coming up 
with answers in addressing goal setting and 
finding useful strategies in helping clients 
succeed. "How do you give guidance with- 
out directives?" ask Roberts. "Who likes to 
coach or to follow?" she adds. 

All of these questions are thought provok- 
ing for the staff members who come up with 
some plausible answers. "Critical thinking 
is a key element to performance. Are you 
doing all the thinking? "she asked the group. 

Roberts worked for NACOG for a year and 
the State of Arizona DES employment office 
as well. Formerly of Yakima, Washington, 
her parents moved to Calipatria, California 
in Imperial Valley and later attended Shasta 
College for 2 years in Redding, California. 

Roberts is part of a team that is providing 
the training for the support group in hopes 
of implementing effective services for the 
Nation's department. "Today, ask: 'Who am 
I serving?,' she ask her fellow staff members. 

There are other plans for the monthly 
staff development such as computer literacy 
training for office use of Excel and file man- 
agement programs for the participants. 


PAVING THE WAY FOR CHILD 
AWARENESS DAY 



new 


WIOA is introducing 
opportunities! 



Staff members of the 

WHAT DOES THE FUTURE HOLD FOR NATIVE 

AMERICANS IN EDUCATION? HOW DO YOU 

Social Service pro- 

SEE YOURSELF IN THAT PICTURE? 

gram of the Nation 

plan for upcoming 

COMPLETE YOUR FUTURE EDUCATION IN 

LESS THAN ONE YEAR!! 

Child Awareness Day 

Curious?? 

in April. Community 

Come meet with a college represen- 

members are encour- 

tative on 

aged to attend this 

March 9th, 2016 at the Middle Verde 

one day event. (Photo 

Learning Center at 11 am-12pm 

by Don Decker) 

and at the Clarkdale Learning 
Center from 2pm-3pm. 


Recreation and maintenance 
department prepare feast 




Nation's staff members from the Recre- 
ation Department, Cultural department 
and Maintenance gathered down by the 
river to disassemble a steer in mid-Febru- 
ary for the successful Exodus that attract- 
ed several hundred people on February 
27. Before the steer was disassembled, a 
prayer was offered. The Nation has a herd 
of range-fed cows east of Cherry Road off 
of 1-17 south of Camp Verde. Top: Darin 
Smith from the Recreation Department 
takes extra care in preparing the beef for 
the noon meal held on Exodus day Day. 
Top: Mina Eppingerfrom the recreational 
department lends a hand in butchering a 
steer for Exodus. (Photo by Don Decker) 


. Automotive Technician 

. Business Office Administration 

. Computer Systems Technician 

. Criminal I ustice 

. Dental Assistant 

. Medical Assistant 

. Medical Billina & 

Insurance Coding 

. Medical Office Specialist 

. Pharmacy Technician 

Contact the WIOA Office for more infor- 
mation and to schedule a meeting with the 
Representative at (928) 567.1091 or 1073 
^Housing options and public transportation 
accessible. Ask for details. 

**Any registered member of a Native American 
Community in the State of Arizona, New Mexico, 
Colorado may qualify for a tuition reduction of 
($4,000.00) Four Thousand Dollars that may be 
used in conjunction with and not limited to any 
additional federal benefits in which they qualify. 
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COMMUNITY NEWS 
Jeffery Jackson: Jack of all trades 


A landscape artist 


By Don Decker 

YAN News 


... and a coast-to-coast bike rider 



From hopping 
freight trains 
in California to 
being a snor- 
keling guide 
in Florida, J ef- 
fery J ackson 
has done it all. 
J ackson, yard 
master and 
traveling bicy- 
clist across 
America. 11 ! 
can't sit still", 
he says. 
(Photos by 
Don Decker) 


Jeffery Jackson of Middle 
Verde sees the potential in 
yards that are unkempt. He 
can't stand yard bushes that 
aren't pruned or trimmed. 

Jackson has plenty of 
experience tending to gar- 
dens and yards as he has tra- 
versed the United States on 
his bicycle and stopped in 
small towns along the way 
where he sometimes volun- 
teered to clean someone's 
yard or to trim out- of- con- 
trol bushes for a meal. 

All the way from San 
Diego to Seattle on Route 
1 along the Pacific Coast 
and from there to the state 
of Florida trekking on his 
bike as late as 2011. "I've 
always wanted to do the 
Pacific Coast Highway," 
says Jackson. He stopped 
in Ventura, California and 
then on to Ojai, California 
near Santa Barbara where he 
stayed for a while. 

And it took him 6 months 
to go across America from 
Arizona to Florida and end- 
ing up working on a snorkel- 
ing boat in Key West. 

Jackson once rode up 
to Bangor, Maine for good 
measure. 

"Got there and turned 
around," Jackson says with a 
serious face. "You couldn't 
see the mountains because 
of all the trees." 

He's been biking for a 
long time now. 

Its Jackson riding the 
back roads of America and 
pulling into unknown towns 
where he took matters into 
his own hands by finding 
miscellaneous work such as 
gardening and home repairs 
to pay for his adventures of 
a life time. He can claim title 
to this feat and he tells of the 
great people he met along 
the way, camping out in 
the forests and communing 
with nature and having his 
fully- equipped bike stolen 
in Miami, Florida "in broad 
daylight". 

"I can't sit still," says 
Jackson as he sits in his 
apartment on Wiki Way 
street in Middle Verde. 

His latest travels was in 
2011 and he kept in touch 
by sending postcard updates 


to enrollment director Joni 
Smith at the Yavapai-Apache 
Nation who kept all of his 
postcards because Jackson 
had no one to send post- 
cards to except the Nation. 

In one of his postcards 
to Smith 2010, he writes, 
"You're not gonna believe 
this. I made it to Yosemite 
Park in 2 days and on my 
way to Las Vegas. The bike 
is holding up excellent. See 
you soon" 

And from the Sequoia 
National Park, a picture of 
the classic half dome rock 
that has challenged the best 
mountain climbers. On the 
back of that card he writes: 
"Words cannot describe 
the place. I am on my way 
home. Where ever that is at. 
Meeting new friends every- 
day, living on Indian time, 
living on Indian time" 

Jackson then picks up 
another postcard from the 
coffee table this time with a 
picture of the sandy beach- 
es of Florida. "You should 
have seen the sunset wait- 
ing for all.." he wrote from 
the southern most point of 
the U.S.-Key West as shown 
by the postcard photograph 
titled 'Conch Republic-Key 
West, Florida; 

Jackson infuses his travel 
escapades with philosophy. 

"It's like an old story of 
the Turtle and the Hare. It is 
not if you win or lose, its how 
you make it there. Me, I'm 
like a turtle. I take my sweet 
time but you know who was 
the one that crossed the fin- 
ish line. ..living on Indian 
time, living on Indian time," 
he said in a rhyming mono- 
tone poetic way. 

"Take time for yourself. 
I never get in a hurry. Life 
is too short to have people 
tell you what to do. Me, I'm 
like a nomad, a free bird," 
Jackson adds with self-as- 
suredness. "There are some 
people who wish they could 
do what I'm doing and then 
there are people too lazy to 
do it. Me, I'm like that tur- 
tle. I take my sweet time," he 
said. 

He hasn't been on the 
highway for some time now. 

Jackson is back on the 
rez living on Wiki Way in 
the senior district in Middle 
Verde and just recently, he 


bought more garden tools 
from the local Ace Hardware 
store in Camp Verde using 
his own funds. This day, he 
is moving from one apart- 
ment to the next with his 
garden tools cutting and 
trimming. 

It's the unsightly bushes 
that haven't been trimmed 
for a long time or the hang- 
ing branches of trees that 


manages to snag someone's 
sweater that gets the atten- 
tion of Jackson. 

"The people from main- 
tenance told me not too 
many people know how 
to trim these bushes," says 
Jackson. So, he took mat- 
ters into his own hands and 
began the task of beautify- 
ing the neighborhood. Over 
in front of John Bonnaha's 


Not many Nation 
members have hopped 
on a bicycle and ridden 
from San Diego to Seattle 
on the classic Pacific 
Coast Highway and then 
across to Idaho (Sand 
Springs) into Wyoming 
(Grand Tetons!), 
Colorado, New Mexico, 
Texas, New Orleans and 
all the way to the Florida 
Keys over a distance of 
3,500 miles and finally 
up to Bangor, Maine (via 
the eastern starboard) for 
good measure! 

Jeffrey Jackson can 
claim title to this feat 
and he tells of the great 
people he met along the 
way, camping out in the 
forests and communing 
with nature and having 
his fully- equipped bike 
stolen in Miami, Florida. 

Jackson riding the 
baclcroads of America 
and pulling into 
unknown towns where he 


apartment, there are piles 
of pruning ready for the 
nearby garbage cans. 

Later, he moves in front 
of Carl Stacey's apartment 
where he has discovered a 
jungle canopy just waiting 


took matters into his own 
hands by finding miscel- 
laneous work such as gar- 
dening and home repairs 
to pay for his adventures 
of a life time. "I can't 
sit still," says Jackson 
as he sit in his apart- 
ment on Wiki Way street 
in Middle Verde while 
showing postcards from 
Mono Lake, California, 
Yellowstone National 
Park, Sequoia National 
Park (The Dome), Key 
West, Florida and other 
places some of us have 
never been to. 

His latest travels was 
in 2011 and he kept in 
touch by sending these 
postcard updates to 
enrollment director Joni 
Smith at Yavapai-Apache 
Nation who kept all of 
his postcards because 
Jackson had no one to 
send postcards to except 
the Nation. 

This is one of the most 
fascinating stories ever 
told by a Yavapai-Apache 
Nation member. 


for one of Jackson's new 
manual garden trimmers. 

There is pride in Jackson's 
work and now, the Wiki Way 
apartments are starting to 
look like a well-manicured 
neighborhood in Scottsdale. 



Tony Fulton has about 100 items on his table and more hanging from 
the tent frames and tent legs holding up the wooden birds (Photo by Don 
Decker) 


Australia to Yavapai-Apache Nation 


By Don Decker 

YAN News 

Serendipity works in wonderful 
ways. Just ask Tony Fulton originally 
from Australia. It all began back in 
2001 when he met a Yavapai-Apache 
in northern Australia north of 
Brisbane who was touring the country 
with her oldest son at the time. Fulton, 
a tour guide then, was star-struck by 
the Yavapai-Apache. 

If the saying, 'one thing led to 
another' has any validity, it came true 
for Fulton. 

It wasn't long after that when he 


hopped on a plane and came to visit 
Evonne Stacey in Alaska. 

After the short visit with Evonne, 
Fulton returned to Australia and 
packed his suitcase and made a 360 
turn to marry Evonne. It was 'love at 
first sight' and after a 10 year stay in 
Alaska, Mr. and Mrs. Fulton moved 
to Arizona in 201 1 where Evonne 
came closer to her mother Genevieve 
Stacey- Wright of Middle Verde. Fulton 
was a truck driver in Alaska delivering 
Xerox machines to remotes towns at 
the time. 

Fulton is at the flea market in Camp 
Verde this early morning set up with 
various assorted wooden objects that 


he has fashion into bookends and 
hanging birds with moveable wings 
which are all painted in vibrant col- 
ors. He has lceyholders, napkin hold- 
ers and Coyote door stops. Fulton 
is just starting his day as potential 
buyers start strolling through the flea 
market. One Apache man drops by to 
say 'hi' to Fulton. 

"I've known him for quite a while," 
says Fulton. 

Fulton has about 100 items on his 
table and more hanging from the tent 
frames and tent legs holding up the 
wooden birds. The Arizona Cardinal 
is up there with its moveable wings 
and paper towel holders, paper 
weights, birdfeeders and special 
bird feeders that may be stuffed with 
suet — a special brand of bird feed. 

"My wife came up with a lot of 
ideas- helped me out with what might 
work, like Kokopellis," he says. It 
was way before this when his wife 
brought him a repair of a wooden 
eagle that had its wings falling apart. 
"After that, she wanted a Puffin, a bird 
which lives in the water. Sometimes, 
you can see them 15 miles from the 
shore," he says. 

So far, no Australian animals for his 
wooden crafts but he is proud of the 
King Fisher and the hummingbird. 

Fulton says he likes the work he 
does as and has an arsenal of tools at 
home such as a table saw, scroll saw, 
and sanders to make the wooden 
pieces. 

" It keeps me busy, keeps my mind 
agile and it gives me something to do. 
It pleases me in doing it. Although I've 
done different types of woodwork over 
the years, this is something I've never 
really tried before. It turned out I'm 
reasonable good at this," he says with 
confidence. 

Catch up with Fulton at the next 
flea market in Camp Verde. He does 
custom orders too! 


Greyhound returns to 
Verde Valley after 9 years 



Greyhound Bus Lines re-establishes bus service 
for Verde Vally after 9 years, across from Cliff Castle 
Casino in Camp Verde (Photo by Don Decker) 


By Don Decker 

YAN News 


The Yavapai-Apache 
Nation went into an agree- 
ment with Greyhound Bus 
Lines to create a bus stop 
at the Chevron station near 
the Nation's borders across 
from Cliff Castle Casino. Bus 
service began on January 31, 
but the service at the Middle 
Verde stop was sporadic due 
to the slow communication 
flow within Greyhound 
according to agents in 
Flagstaff at the beginning. 

Chevron manager Keith 
Kaufmann and his staff are 


happy with the arrange- 
ments as bus passengers 
will also increase the profit 
margin on snack items. A 
father and son about 6 years 
old got off the bus (the day 
of this photograph) momen- 
tarily and were anxious to 
leave the area as they had 
waiting family members in 
Phoenix. 

Kaufmann said that 
Greyhound will be setting 
up new rest stop benches 
behind the mini-mart to 
accommodate the riders. 

The Greyhound connec- 


SEE BUS PAGE 6 
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Nathan, Age 54 
Oglala Sioux 


Secondhand smoke at work triggered Nathan's severe asthma 
attacks and caused infections and lung damage. If you or someone 
'ou know wants free help to quit smoking, call 1-800 QUIT N0W. 
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(Photos on this page 
by Randi Schaeffer) 
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From page 5 


transportation 
grant that Robert Mills 
of Yavapai- Apaache 
Nation wrote and 
for each passenger 
that transfers to the 
Yavapai-Apache 
Nation Transit, 
Greyhound Bus 
Lines will pay a set 
amount to Yavapai- 
Apache Nation 
Transit. 

The Yavapai- 
Apache Nation Transit 
runs during the work 
week M-F only but 
during the week, a 
bus connection can 
be made all the way 
to Sedona and back to 


Camp Verde through 
Cottonwood only 
during the week days. 

The average ticket 
price each way varies 
from $16 one way if 
it is booked on-line 
to $22.00 accord- 
ing to bus agents in 
Flagstaff. 

A Yavapai-Apache 
Nation member from 
Tucson has already 
arrived in Middle 
Verde on the new 
stop. 

It is anticipated 
that ridership in 
Camp Verde will 
increase once the 
Greyhound bus 
schedule is dissemi- 
nated via newsprint 
and the internet for 
the Middle Verde 
stop. 


Greyhound Bus Lines Schedule 

South Bound: from Camp Verde to 
Phoenix 
LV: 7:15 a.m. 

LV: 2:35 p.m. 

LV: 12:20 a.m. 

North Bound: Phoenix to Camp 
Verde: 

LV: Phoenix at: 3:10 a.m. and arrives 
in Camp Verde at: 5:10 a.m. 

Phoenix at: 2:55 p.m. and arrives 
in Camp Verde at: 4:50 p.m. 

Phoenix at 3:15 p.m. and arrives 
in Camp Verde at: 5:15 p.m. 

Phoenix at 8:45 p.m.and arrives 
in Camp Verde at: 10:45 p.m. 

Phoenix at: 1:55 a.m.and arrives 
in Camp Verde at: 3:55 a.m. 

To book Camp Verde reservations 
only , call 928-554-7032. Open 24 hours. 
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Every age group from 
babies to adults came out 
for the 'Bringing Light and 
Hope' march. It was a very 
moving and positive expe- 
rience for all age groups. 
(Photo by Don Decker) 



Diana Bonnaha carried 
a specially woven blanket 
with her late son's (Shawn 
Williamson) photograph 
on the blanket (Photo by 
Don Decker) 



Arianna Campos who 

participated in the march 
at Tunlii looks at all of 
the posters which were 
rendered for the march. 
(Photo by Don Decker) 



Community members even brought their dogs for the march. RenelleJ ackson 
and daughter Simone make a good team for the long march that went on for 2 
miles roundtrip through the Tunlii neighborhood. (Photo by Don Decker) 


Bringing light and hope 
to the YAN people 

By DON DECKER 

YAN News 



Miss Yavapai-Apache Nation Marley 
Juan lends support with borhter, Richie 
J uan and friend, Amos Smith. (Photo by 
Don Decker) 


Over a 100 people gathered on the eve- 
ning of March 9, Wednesday at the Tunlii 
community across the river from the ad- 
ministration building to raise an awareness 
about the tragedy of suicide that has af- 
fected the Nation over recent times. 

The walk and run event was organized 
by Robert Chavez, a Nation member, who 
took it upon himself to set this day aside 
to bring a message of hope to community 
members. Many community members 
came from the various parts of the Nation 
including non-members who participated 
in this walk/run that meandered up the 
main streets of Tunlii. 

“I wanted our community to know that if 
they are struggling, they are not alone. Even 
though we have dark days and dark time(s) 
in our lives, we eventually see light at the 


SEE LIGHT PAGE 3 


Cliff Castle Casino new hotel construction on schedule 



The new construction of the hotel is 

taking shape on the southside of the 
casino. The foundation layout will 
begin on April 4th with installation of 
footings and concrete slabs. (Photo 
by Don Decker) 


Bv Don Decker 

YAN News 

Construction company AR Mays 
of Phoenix is proceeding on sched- 
ule with completion of survey staking 
for all structures including the ho- 
tel, casino addition, pool and parking 
structure according to Neil Kersten, 
Director of Development for Dream 
Catcher Hotels of Memphis, Tenne- 
see. 

“The hotel, casino addition and 
pool building pads have been back- 
filled, compacted and certified for 
compaction and fill height. The park- 
ing structure pad is approximately 50 
percent complete and is waiting on 
approval of an off-site fill source. The 
stormwater piping has been installed 


as well, “said Kersten. 

Kersten has complete oversight of 
the on-going activities for the con- 
struction of the new hotel. Kersten 
said weekly meetings are held each 
Tuesday at 9:30 a.m. for construction 
site updates. 

On April 4, the foundation will be- 
gin and will continue throughout the 
month with footings and concrete 
slabs on grade. In addition, Kersten 
said that the “layout, excavation and 
installation of all underground utili- 
ties will also be completed during the 
month of April. 

This massive 6-story hotel expects 
to have a grand opening on New 
Year’s Day, January, 2017. 



duplexes yet to be built at the Tunlii West housing 
area. (Photo by Don Decker) 


Housing construction 
making good progress 


By DON DECKER 

YAN News 

Take a drive into the lat- 
est housing construction area in 
Tunlii located 1 mile west of the 
Nation's administrative complex 
and one can see three duplexes 
rising and it’s the beginning of 
a second phase of the new 38 
homes and duplexes arriving with 


the first 17 scheduled for occu- 
pancy by August according to the 
Nation's housing director, Sharie 
Benson. 

"The housing department is 
acting as the general contractor 
on this project and thus far, has 
awarded 14 contracts with an- 


SEE HOUSING PAGE 2 


Nation distributes profit shares 
to surrounding communities 



Chairman Beauty and administration presents casi- 
no check to neighboring communities from funds set 
aside from Section 12 net-win distribution to the city 
of Sedona. (L) Rachel Hood, J aime Valles, Chairman 
Beauty, Cindy Nahee and Mayor Moriarty. (Photo by 
Don Decker) 


By Don Decker 

YAN News 

Chairman Thomas 
Beauty and 3 of the Na- 
tion's council members, Ra- 
chel Hood, Cindy Nahee 
and Jaime Valles presented 
checks to the cities of Se- 
dona and Clarkdale in the 
amounts of $20,600.00 each 
on March 8, Tuesday. 

Beauty said that the Na- 
tion makes a significant 
contribution to the regional 
economy and cited employ- 
ment figures from the ca- 
sino that 80% of the work- 
force were non-members of 
the Nation. 


The annual distribution 
is a 12% set aside from the 
Section 12 State of Arizona 
Class III net-win distribu- 
tion to local communities. 

"Since 2003, Arizona In- 
dian tribes have contrib- 
uted to the Arizona econ- 
omy with $480 million go- 
ing to education, $70 mil- 
lion to tourism, and creat- 
ing 15,000 jobs (state wide)," 
said Beauty. 

Mayor Sandy Moriarty of 
Sedona accepted the check 
on behalf of the City of Se- 
dona. 

Later on in the evening, 
Beauty presented the town 
of Clarkdale with the same 
amount to city officials. 


Yavapai-Apache Nation 
gives $20,629.00 to 
Yavapai County 



Vice Chairwoman Darlene Rubio presents a check to 
the County Board of Supervisors for Yavapai County 
at their meeting in Cottonwood on March 16. (Photo by 
Don Decker) 


By DON DECKER 

YAN News 

Vice Chairwoman Dar- 
lene Rubio presented a 
check in the amount of 
$20,629.00 to the Yavapai 
County Board of Supervisors 
this morning at a 10 a.m. 
meeting in Cottonwood. 
The amount set- aside is 
from the 12% net profit pro- 
ceeds earnings from the ca- 
sino for the year. 

The State Gaming Com- 
pact specifies this amount 
in their agreement with 
the Nation and each year 
a different amount is given 
based on the net returns 
from gaming at the casino. 

Rubio gave some figures 
of the amount that has been 


going to local communities 
in Arizona since 2003. Close 
to $1.5 million has gone di- 
rectly to communities in 
the Verde Valley and the re- 
mainder of Yavapai County 
from Yavapai-Apache Na- 
tion during the annual dis- 
tribution over the years. 

Rubio said over 15,000 
are employed by Arizona In- 
dian casinos state wide and 
that Cliff Castle Casino em- 
ploys 400 people. 

Of these, 80% are not en- 
rolled members of Yavapai- 
Apache Nation according 
to data cited by the admin- 
istration during the recent 
distribution in other com- 
munities such as Sedona, 
Clarkdale, Cottonwood and 
Camp Verde. 
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Candice Romero, youth 
prevention coordinator 
(Courtesy photo) 


Nation's college graduate returns to help 


By DON DECKER 

YAN News 

The saying, ‘It takes a village to 
raise a child’ is true for the Yavapai- 
Apache Nation and it takes profes- 
sionals like Candice Romero to lead 
in this challenge. Meet Romero, the 
daughter of Maureen Romero of the 
Nation and Rolando Romero of Tuc- 
son. 

Romero brings with her the qual- 
ifications of Youth Prevention Coor- 
dinator under the Alcohol Substance 
Abuse Program for the Nation. She 
possesses a Bachelors of Arts in So- 
ciology and Psychology from the 
University of Arizona with an em- 
phasis in Race, Cultures and Ethnic- 
ities/Cognitive Behaviors and De- 
velopment. That degree is more than 
enough to qualify Romero to pro- 
vide the necessary activities to help 
young people. 

“I have over 10 years of working 
with Native American youth from 


various communities across the 
country," she said. Romero carries a 
Peer Support Specialist certification, 
TIPS (Training for Intervention Pro- 
cedures) and extensive knowledge 
of research analysis that she gained 
through Intertribal Council of Ari- 
zona and Texas Health Center. 

Romero has an excellent view 
of the challenges of working with 
youth. “”1 don’t believe we should 
categorize or generalize all of our 
youth under one umbrella because 
all of their concerns vary. Although 
unintentional, by generalizing our 
young people or their behaviors, we 
limit their growth by telling them 
they are what we label them to be,” 
stated Romero. 

“I’m excited to take on this posi- 
tion and I look forward to encour- 
aging our youth as they accomplish 
their individual success" 

This one evening, she was as- 
sisting her mother, Maureen, with a 
community meeting for teens under 


the auspices of the national U.N.I.T.Y. 
(United Native Indian Tribal Youth). 
The group has been instrumental 
in participating in many commu- 
nity and national events over the 
years and mother and daughter, the 
Romeros, want the best for the Na- 
tion’s youth. 

“The recommendations I would 
bring to parents, teachers, family, 
community members when it comes 
to the challenges of helping youth 
would be to build trust and commu- 
nication-if we want to build commu- 
nication, we have to give them a safe 
space to share,” said Romero who 
has begun a weeldy 'Talking Circles’ 
group counseling activity for youth 
on the Nation. 

“When we tell them that we’re 
here to listen and not judge their ac- 
tions or emotions- we need to be 
honest and accept what they tell us. 
When they trust us enough to in- 
clude us in their decisions, we need 
to keep our integrity as adults and 


keep their circumstances confi- 
dential. They shouldn't be made to 
feel ashamed for needing help. Our 
young people are valuable, not only 
to the future of our community but 
to the immediate well being of our 
people." 

Romero has categorized her work 
objectives into 3 areas: 'Awareness, 
Education and Confidence building; 

“It’s important for us to intervene 
and encourage them (teens) to en- 
gage in more positive activities," she 
said in reference to the weekly Tues- 
day 'Talking Circles' that Romero 
will be directing. This activity starts 
at 5:30 p.m. and last for an hour and 
transportation is made available by 
contacting Romero at 928-649-7148. 

"Talking Circle is intended specif- 
ically to provide a safe and positive 
environment where they can freely 
express their emotions and create 
positive bonds with one another," 
added Romero. 


Traditions can save a 
culture: A perspective 
on Yavapai-Apache ways 


THANK YOU LETTER 



days was the mainstay of our day-to-day activi- 
ties which contributed to maintaining our proper 
mental state. 

We are under spiritual attack on a daily basis and 
that the origins of these “generational and histor- 
ical trauma” were (are) the manifestations of the 
destructive colonization of native societies. They 
are the tall- tale signs of the decline of traditional 
values of what was sacred and gifted to us by 
our ancestors and taken away from us through 
boarding schools and other forms of interference 
that has affected the social systems of Indians 
that began 500 years ago. 

However, we should acknowledge our strengths 
(because they have always been there laying 
dormant) and make a resolve to face these neg- 
ative forces head-on, rekindle all that we forgot, 
what was, what could be, in healing our commu- 
nities. 

It’s empowering our youth to be more resilient 
to the negative forces and most of all, to teach 
them proper values. 

Often times, an adolescent will not accept a set 
of values imposed by their parents and other 
adults because these values may not match their 
values. 

The parent needs to see these variances in val- 
ues for themselves as well and must ADAPT 
the manner in how they help their child. Ado- 
lescent psychology is the most misunderstood 
field in counseling and the mode of ‘tough love’ 
counseling (it only works for the U.S. Marines!) 
method that some traditional adults like to use 
to attempt to change a negative behavior in a 
teen only defeats problem-solving for a puzzled, 
misdirected, confused and a depressed child. 
Sometimes, these are expressed in unreasonable 
punitive measures and humiliation of the child, 
sometimes, in public. 

Adults have to be more understanding and gain 
the necessary know-how to help their child. But 
if a parent doesn’t have any parenting skills, 
how can a child learn and have the know-how 
to solve personal problems for themselves? We 
should set good examples for them. 

One solution is the manner in which adults com- 
municate with their children. Instead of a con- 
descending manner with an authoritarian rule, 
parents could learn how to express their feelings 
about their child’s behavior that could foster a 
more meaningful relationship between the parent 
and the child. Maybe a good dose of listening 
skills for the parents. 

Finally, to not forget spirituality as the basis and 
foundation of family values and that can only 
happen if spirituality is fostered in the home. 

‘Quotes in paragraphs 1 & 2 attributed to Craig 
V. Vann, Lakota spiritual leader. 



Robert Chavez 


A BIG THANK YOU! 

The reason why I decided to coordinate 
the “Bringing Light and Hope to the YA Peo- 
ple" was not only because of my own per- 
sonal struggles, but because we as a tribe 
have witnessed too many suicides and sui- 
cide attempts lately. 

It's scary to think that this is becoming a 
common way of losing our people. I wanted 
to coordinate the walk to bring "light" to the 
issue of suicide. I wanted our community to 
know that if they are struggling, they are not 
alone. 

People who struggle with suicidal 
thoughts and depression are not known to 


reach out for help and we have to continue to 
do outreach so that information is delivered 
right to their doorsteps. 

I couldn't have been happier with the 
turnout. On the day of the event, I hoped 
and prayed we would at least get 20 people 
to show up for the walk. I had never imag- 
ined that we would completely take over 
the streets of Tunlii with runners and walk- 
ers. I'm thankful to the elders who offered 
prayers of strength, your gift of prayer was 
truly a touching moment. I hope we were 
able to bring healing to those who have re- 
cently lost family members and friends to 
suicide. We as a community are here for you. 


Nation's EPA department con- 
ducted neighborhood clean-up 

The Nation's EPA department conducted a neighborhood clean- 
up and this event required various departments pitching in 
to load up the discarded household items. This couch (below 
right) was long-overdue for a trip to the dump. Lucas Jackson 
and Daniel "Spoony" Lewis, Sr. (above right) pick up larger and 
heavier items from the edge of the street during Neighborhood 
Clean-up Day and use a loader to load a nearby truck. Father 
and son, Nathaniel Russell and Rudy (below left) pick up thrown 
away items in Middle Verde and transport to the dump. There 
was good participation from the communities." (Photo by Don 
Decker) 




By DON DECKER 

YAN News 

Spring time is a good time to throw 
out those things one doesn't need 
around the house such as old tires, 
couches, vintage wide-screen TVs, 
chairs and other items known as 'clut- 
ter'. 

Various departments pitched in 
on March 28, Monday, to clear away 
unwanted items that were already 
stacked along the streets for pickup. 

One could see all the things peo- 


ple had been hoarding and decided 
to pitch these items finally and there 
were huge piles of it. Enough, that it 
required several crew members from 
the maintenance department and the 
EPA department to load the items on 
the trucks. 

Mickey JR Mix, private citizen, 
came to collect some scrap metal for 
the taking and for an extra bonus, 2 
perfect street-side basketball goals he 
happily loaded on his trailer. 

Mix had plans to turn the metal into 
cash before the end of that day. 


Nathaniel Russell, employee of the 
Nation and son, Rudy, were working 
one of the streets loading throw-away 
items along Brown Street. 

On another street, Lucas Jackson 
and Daniel 'Spoony' Lewis, Jr. wresded 
some heavy steel pipes that were "do- 
nated" (and a bicycle) from Desiree 
Turner's yard. 

Vivian Stevens from the EPA said 
they were short of volunteers that day. 

Other communities were scheduled 
for clean-up. 


Big plans for Summer Youth Work Program at the Nation 


By DON DECKER 

YAN News 

It’s an opportunity for 
YAN teens to get a taste of 
actual hands-on work ex- 
perience by shadowing one 
person who is employed by 
the Nation in any of the de- 
partments. 

This summer work ex- 
perience was started by the 
U.S. Department of Labor 
37 years ago to encourage 
local businesses and or- 
ganizations to hire teens 
during the summers which 
would enhance career 
choices and establish good 
working habits. 

Now called the WIOA 
(Workforce Innovation and 
Opportunity Act), the Na- 
tion’s program is picking up 


steam to enroll youth in the 
various departments for the 
summer work program. 

Applications were made 
be available Friday, March 
11, 2016 and the closing 
date for applications will be 
on Friday, May 6, 2016 at 5 
p.m. 

“Due to funding, space 
is limited and placement 
will be on a first come first 
serve basis. Applications 
will not be accepted after 
the closing date and all re- 
quired documents must be 
submitted with the applica- 
tion," said Nina Sanchez, in- 
terim director for the WIOA. 

A mandatory Summer 
Youth Job Fair is scheduled 
on June 3rd for all our Sum- 
mer Youth Applicants and 


their host employers. “It is 
imperative that all depart- 
ments assign an interviewer 
to conduct interviews for 
your department,” said San- 
chez about supervisors who 
will be overseeing employ- 
ees for the summer youth 
work program. 

“The interview process 
is an important learning 
opportunity for the youth 
and it is vital that they gain 
this skill before entering the 
workforce," added Sanchez. 

An upcoming employer 
orientation will be held on 
May 20, 10 a.m. at the Na- 
tion’s council chambers ac- 
cording to Sanchez. 

Important dates: 

Summer Youth Worker 
request deadline for sub- 


mission is April 15, 2016 at 
4 p. m. Current summer 
youth job description must 
be attached. (Please revise 
or create a Trainee Job De- 
scription with skills that 
will be gained by the youth 
worker.) 

‘Summer Youth Orienta- 
tion will be held on June 3, 
2016 from 8:30 a.m. - 10a.m. 
- at the recreation building 
in Middle Verde. 

* MANDATORY Job Fair 
will be on June 3, 2016 from 
10 a.m. - Noon - in the Gym 
For additional informa- 
tion contact: 

Nina Sanchez 
WIOA Adult & Youth 
Interim Director 
(P) 928-567-1091 
(C) 928-301-6806 


HOUSING 

From page 1 

other 3 in the final stages," said Benson. 

The on-going construction has a flurry of roof 
trusses and walls going up as trucks unload con- 
crete from the Nation's sand and rock company 


to make way for floor slabs and driveways. There 
are many tribal members working on the job site 
as well. 

As of Friday, April 1, 13 of the 20 concrete slabs 
had been poured. Other phases of construction 
includes retaining walls, block walls and land- 
scaping which were under bid consideradon ac- 
cording to Benson at the time of this writing. 

Due to the addition of the new units, an up- 


grade of the lift station for the community is in 
process to accommodate proper treatment of all 
waste water. Indian Health Service from Phoenix 
is overseeing this project according to Benson. 

The lift station on the Nation also processes 
the waste water from the county complexes 
across the highway which houses the county 
courts and detention center. 

Benson has also submitted the sixth tax credit 


proposal for consideration and if awarded, the 
project will complete the subdivision next to and 
across from the housing office said Benson. 

“These awards wili be announced in fate June 
or July," said Benson. 

There is excitement being generated by many 
off-Nation members who are quickly signing up 
for the new housing. 
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Apache dictionary for Dilzhe'e on 
Yavapai-Apache Nation near completion 



Vincent Randall, left confers with Dr. de Reuse, 
a linquist from the University of North Texas who 
is helping the Apache culture center produce a 
long-awaited dictionary of the Dilzhe'e language 
of Camp Verde. (Photo by Don Decker) 

By DON DECKER 
YAN News 


Dr. Willem de Reuse, a linguist who 
has studied the Apache language for 
the past 25 years visited with the Na- 
tion’s Apache Culture department di- 
rector Vincent Randall for a week in 
mid-March. 

De Reuse is a professor at the Uni- 
versity of North Texas in Denton but 
his roots go back to Belgium where he 
was born and raised. 

With a Bachelor’s degree from Bel- 
gium, a Master’s in Linguistics from 
the University of Kansas and a Ph.D. 
from the University of Texas at Austin, 
de Reuse taught at the University of 
Arizona in Tucson in anthropology be- 
ginning in 1999. 

De Reuse is considered an expert 
in the study of the Apache language. 
His emphasis has been about various 
Western Apache communities located 
in Arizona: the Whiteriver area, Ci- 
becue, San Carlos and Peridot, Bylas, 
Camp Verde, and Payson. 

The visit with Randall was to tie up 
loose ends with the Dilzhe’e dictio- 
nary which was nicknamed 'The Big 
Potato" because it had become rather 
fat according to de Reuse. 

De Reuse and Randall both agree 
that the Dilzhe'e Apache vocabulary 
and accent is unique to the Dilzhe'e 
residing in the Verde Valley. 

De Reuse's interest in the Camp 
Verde Apache goes to ‘96 when he 
and the late Phillip Goode met Re- 
bekah Smith of Middle Verde. Goode, 
a San Carlos Apache who would work 
closely with Rebekah to get the dictio- 


nary started, was flu- 
ent in Apache and he 
had strong social ties 
to the Dilzhe'e accord- 
ing to Randall since his 
relations lived here as 
well. 

Rebekah had a keen 
interest in the Apache 
culture. Randall recalls 
the time when Re- 
bekah began her work 
in starting a dictionary 
for her people. 

“Rebekah set up 
shop in '90 or‘91 and 
she was doing this on 
her own by using pho- 
netics which is much 
different than the 
method we are using 
today. Her brother (the 
late Ted Smith who was a chairman) 
gave her an office in one of the build- 
ings in Middle Verde (which is no lon- 
ger present)," recalls Randall. 

It was also at that time when a re- 
union was organized by Rebecca to 
gather all of the Yagohigaidn clan 
which was attended by many accord- 
ing to Randall. So, there was a strong 
revival of the Apache culture and lan- 
guage at that time according to Ran- 
dall. 

"Rebekah didn’t allow grass to grow 
under her feet,” said Randall as he re- 
calls how Rebekah wanted to work 
on place-names of the area. Rebekah 
wanted to know what Randall needed 
in terms of maps to study the area 
and soon, Rebekah had ordered maps 
from Map World in Phoenix. There 
was a study made of place-names us- 
ing those maps but Randall said he 
doesn’t know what happened to the 
study. 

Randall has refined the place- 
names study though, as the Preserva- 
tion and Technology department has 
bought an integrated TV monitoring 
screen using Google maps to zero in 
on these place-names that Randall has 
identified in the area. 

There was a real interest in the de- 
velopment of the Apache dictionary 
and others became involved such as 
the late Victor Smith and Elizabeth 
Rocha (sister to Ted, Victor and Re- 
bekah). 

Rocha has been a key person in the 
dictionary study and continued for 
years working with de Reuse until she 
retired 2 years ago. 

De Reuse picked up the pace after 


2005 and has met with the Apache ad- 
visory group throughout the past 11 
years carefully adding to and revising 
the Dilzhe’e dictionary. 

De Reuse's interest in the Apache 
language goes back very far back 
when, as a child, he read about the 
Apaches by Karl May, a German writer 
(1842-1912) who wrote adventure 
novels about the American West. May 
had never set foot in America until 
many years later after he wrote the 
novels. 

From these writings, de Reuse de- 
veloped an interest in the Apache lan- 
guage. 

His current dictionary is filled with 
many annotations, some erased and 
new additions all the time as he and 
Randall go through a check-list that 
de Reuse has brought with him from 
Texas. 

Writing a dictionary involves the 
study of Apache grammar and looking 
at the various dialects, pronunciation 
of words, their meanings, and subtle 
nuances and variance of meaning and 
connotations. 

The new dictionary contains 6,000 
English to Apache terminology. "En- 
glish to Apache is easier. I made it 
that way. There are not too many dic- 
tionaries out there with that many 
Apache words,” said de Reuse without 
boasting. 

The difference between this dictio- 
nary is that other published Apache 
dictionaries do not have examples of 
how the words are used. This exten- 
sive dictionary uses examples of how 
a word is used in spoken Apache and 
there are cross-references to other 
words as well. And it has a 30 page 
introductory section which is slightly 
more challenging than a typical dic- 
tionary as a pronunciation guide is en- 
closed. 

De Reuse says anyone will be able 
to access the information in the dic- 
tionary and place the data they need 
into their own computers. “They can 
copy and paste words, sentences or 
paradigms, so they don't have to write 
teaching materials— just text, so it’s 
simple," said de Reuse. 

De Reuse has not given a pre- 
cise date when the dictionary will be 
printed as many printing companies 
are not eager to print indigenous lan- 
guage dictionaries as they become 
problematic with the mechanics of 
setting up a language graphics for 
printing. 



Vincent Randall, Apache culture director of Yavapai- 
Apache Nation visits with Beatrice Lee (L), Director of 
Language and Preservation of San Carlos community 
along with her assistants Cordelia Moses and Pamela 
Harvey (Photo by Don Decker) 

Language instruction critical 
to Indian children 

By DON DECKER 

YAN News 

Beatrice Lee, director of the Language and Preserva- 
tion Office of the San Carlos Apache community visited her 
counter-part, Judie Piner at the Yavapai-Apache Nation Cul- 
tural Preservation Office in Camp Verde on Friday, March 18. 
In addition, Lee’s staff members Cordelia Moses and Pamela 
Harvey, both of Bylas, shared common concerns with Piner, 
director of Cultural Preservation and Technology for Yavapai- 
Apache Nation. 

The San Carlos language and preservation program now 
in its 5th year, works closely with Arizona's First Things First 
community outreach program for pre-schoolers according 
to Lee. This educational program partners with child care, 
home-base learning and pre-school providers to improve the 
quality of learning for kids from birth to 5 years of age. Within 
this program is a prescribed program that uses the models 
of culture awareness and learning of the Apache culture and 
language according to Lee. The San Carlos Apache are proud 
of their language immersion programs which provides exten- 
sive sustained teaching of the language in the schools. 

Lee gives high praise for her teachers, Moses and Har- 
vey who are immersed in the Apache language program by 
devising teaching strategies within the curriculum in early 
childhood. 

Moses does much of the translations for the curriculum 
and also is crossed trained in working with cultural crafts 
such as sewing buckskin. "She (Moses) is not just a teach- 
er-she's everything to our program, pronunciation, history 
and culture," said Lee proudly. 

Harvey also works closely with the teachers in Bylas, a 
neighboring Apache community located a 1/2 hour away 
from San Carlos to the east. 

The San Carlos group is interested in the kinds of tech- 
nology support systems the Yavapai-Apache Nation Cultural 
Preservation and Technology offers in teaching the language 
to the community. The day's visit also was an opportunity to 
share ideas and strategies for language instruction and meth- 
odologies with Vincent Randall, director of the Apache cul- 
ture department who also has oversight of the new Apache 
dictionary which is in its final stages for production. 


YAN language department can help 


By DON DECKER 

YAN News 

According to Judy Piner, YAN Culture 
Preservation and Technology Center direc- 
tor, there are varied activities and services 
available to the Nation’s members. 

“It works to document and archive many 
activities of the Nation. Many of these are ed- 
ucational and interesting to both adults and 
youth. Both, the Apache and Yavapai culture 
departments produce a broad range of lan- 
guage learning materials from an audio Cd to 
DVDs and Games,” said Piner. 

As you walk into their office, you quickly 
realize that it is a very busy place and there 
are stacks of documents and large cases of 
photo, sound and video files in every corner 
available. 

In the lobby, you can find historical and 
cultural exhibits with many images of the 
old days “on the rez" Some of the items are 
secured in locked cases with sliding glass 
fronts. On the wall, you will be greeted by 
some of the elders talking in a video presen- 
tation about the cultures of the Nation. 

This office has a comprehensive language 
learning media collection that can start any- 
one in learning their language very quickly. 
Elder Apache Elizabeth Rocha who is now 
retired from the culture department, directed 
and collated all of the Apache words and 
sentences into 20 lessons that can get a per- 
son to leam a few words and possibly string 
them together in a conversation. 

These lessons are also available in a 
15-part Yavapai lessons from Yavapai el- 
der language instructor Frieda Eswonia of 
Clarkdale. 

Delores Plunkett, another Yavapai elder 
who is former director of the Yavapai Culture 
department, has also recorded some of the 
Yavapai nouns. The center's library also fea- 



tures some historic 
Yavapai sentences 
from Warren Gaz- 
zam. 

The Yavapai de- 
partment also of- 
fers some sermons 
and other record- 
ings that were col- 
lected from another 
Yavapai communi- 
ty-Ft. McDowell, 
near Phoenix. 

There are color- 
ing books and ele- 
mentary dictionar- 
ies for beginners. 

Ron Juan, a Quec- 
han Indian who is 
an accomplished 
artist and married to 
Yavapai Lorna Ha- 
zelwood, did all of 
the art work that is 
featured on the var- 
ious publication 
and production that 
has been made for 
both culture depart- 
ments. 

The Apache de- 
partment has had 
an on-going dictio- 
nary project for the 
past 15 years and a Dr. Wilhelm DeReuse, a 
Belgium university professor, has been in- 
strumental in working with Vincent Randall 
and Elizabeth Rocha over the years to com- 
plete the Apache dictionary. During the 2nd 
week of March, DeRuse was completing the 
final phase of the Apache dictionary with the 
elders. 

The Apache community is at the fore- 
front of producing this dictionary that will be 


The Preservation and Technology 

department has a wide selection of 
learning materials that can get the new 
language learner started with either lan- 
guage: Apache or Yavapai. In this pack- 
age, there are coloring books, a basic 
Yavapai/Apache dictionary, and various 
CDs that can teach both languages. 
(Photo by Don Decker) 


the pride of the com- 
munity as this dictio- 
nary will be the work 
of Apache people with 
the help of an aca- 
demic scholar. 

Piner has been suc- 
cessful in gathering 
all of the information 
and putting them into 
a new whole so that 
the Nation’s members 
can easily retrieve the 
information for lan- 
guage. It's even offered 
on line. 

Go to https:// 
yan.coursesites.com 
or contact Piner at: 
jpiner@yan-tribe.org 
and she can enroll you. 
“These courses are 
taught on line learn- 
ing environment simi- 
lar to that used by col- 
leges everywhere. In 
the course, are written 
lessons, lesson record- 
ings, vocabulary lists, 
practice games and ac- 
tivities, songs, stories 
and nursery rhymes, 
story books and color- 
ing books,” said Piner. 
“We encourage parents to enroll, to learn the 
language themselves and practice by teach- 
ing to their children. Everyone learns better 
when they teach one another" 

Piner’s approach to learning is all made 
easier by technology that is readily available 
to most members of the Nation. Their flyer 
states, ’Look it up! On your iPhone or iPad’ 
which allows anyone to access a word spe- 
cific word in Yavapai or Apache to their elec- 


tronic devices. “It’s a dictionary you carry 
with you— search for a word and hear it pro- 
nounced,” adds Piner. 

The Preservation and Technology center 
is one of the most advanced and compre- 
hensive language learning department in In- 
dian country as it also as a massive archive of 
video and sound recording interviews with 
Nation’s members including tribal elders, 
some of whom have passed on to the spirit 
world. 

Finally, the culture center is always busy 
with community affairs and are called upon 
to present special programs in local func- 
tions including school events during the spe- 
cial Native American holidays. 

Several times a year, the culture depart- 
ment sponsors a Mesquite milling process 
day where community members can have 
their mesquite beans pulverized and milled 
into flour. Other services include the follow- 
ing: 

-Sewing classes, craft classes, food gath- 
ering and preparation, cooking classes, food 
expo and genealogy classes. One of the more 
interesting activity is writing your own oral 
history of your family and recording it on 
video or audio and the recorded copy can be 
permanently stored at the center for future 
use and for historical purposes. 

There is a comprehensive library of oral 
history recordings for use by the public. 

For information to the culture cen- 
ter’s activities contact the various depart- 
ments within the culture center to sched- 
ule an appointment to participate in any 
of these activities. Judy Piner/jpiner@yan- 
tribe.org or 928-567-7064 Vincent Ran- 
dall/Apache Culture Director/-928-649-6960 
Gertie Smith/Yavapai Culture Direc- 
tor/928-649-6963. 


LIGHT 

From page 1 

end of the tunnel,” said Chavez 
in reference to positive solutions 
and possibilities that are avail- 
able. 

Little children carrying bal- 
loons, signs filled with positive 
messages and young families 
pushing strollers with babies and 
youth jogging the complete 3 mile 
section of the streets escorted by 
the Yavapai-Apache Nation police 
department. 

The evening event began with 
special prayers by the elders of 


the community including David 
Kwail, Don Decker, Joe Washing- 
ton, Larry Jackson, Arlin Carlton 
and Robert Jackson. 

Chavez organized water sta- 
tions along the route and special 
candles that were set inside of pa- 
per bags filled with sand glowed 
into the night along the road. 

"I couldn’t have been hap- 
pier with the turnout. I had never 
imagined that we would com- 
pletely take over the streets of 
Tunlii with runners and walkers,” 
said Chavez who had expected 
only about 20 people to show up 
that evening. 

Children scampered along 
the road leading from west Tun- 


lii housing office up to the turn 
off close to the new Market Place 
and continued down the road by 
the gulley leading up east Tun- 
lii housing. The marchers carried 
lighted glow sticks as the police 
led the way with flashing lights as 
the night grew darker. 

At the bottom of the gulley, 
marchers were greeted with a wa- 
ter station and sliced fruits and 
cookies. Other strong hearted 
walkers and runners continued 
their quest up to the large water 
tank that sits at the end of the east 
Tunlii housing area to make their 
turn a rounds. 

Almost 2 hours later, the 
marchers returned to the origi- 


nal starting point by the housing 
office where a raffle awaited the 
marchers with their lucky tickets. 

Everything from comple- 
mentary high quality shampoo 
to baseball hats were raffled off. 
There were also other items such 
as water bottles that had been 
donated by various individuals 
and groups from the community 
which got in the hands of raffle 
winners. 

There were many comments 
made about the gathering and 
how the event seemed to unify 
the community and bringing 
about the concerns of suicide 
among teens in the community. 

“I'm thankful to the elders 


who offered prayers of strength, 
your gift of prayer was truly a 
touching moment. I hope we can 
bring healing to those who have 
recently lost family members and 
friends to suicide," said Chavez. 

Nation’s council member Ra- 
chel Hood also was among the 
marchers with her family and 
supported Chavez. 

"I think it's great that a com- 
munity member (Chavez) came 
and represented this cause be- 
cause it’s something that should 
have been done sooner. It took 
a community member to take a 
stand on awareness of suicide in 
the community) said Hood. 

One commonality that the 


marchers expressed was that they 
hope to have more family gather- 
ings in the future to unify families 
and to make them stronger. 

Joe Washington, a tribal elder 
from the Shawnee Nation in Okla- 
homa participating in the march 
said that help is always available 
no matter what. “I think it shows 
people bring an awareness to the 
fact that nothing is ever so harsh 
that you can’t overcome difficul- 
ties you are having and people 
around the whole community 
coming together to do something 
about this problem,” he said. 
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Cherokee Davis was 

recruited by Scottsdale 
Community College, 
(Courtesy photo) 

By DON DECKER 

YAN News 


Talent abounds in Indian 
country and Cherokee Davis, 
the daughter of Christopher and 
Yvonne Davis of Ft. McDowell 
finds a fulfilling experience as a 
basketball player for Scottsdale 
Community College. Young Da- 
vis carries a full load of classes 
pursuing her life goals majoring 
in Sociology with a mix of Crim- 
inology. She graduated from 
Mountain View High School in 
Mesa. 

At first, Davis played for Mesa 
Community College as guard 
with an athletic scholarship. 
Shortly thereafter, she withdrew 
her contract with the school 
and was recruited by Scottsdale 
Community College. 


Cherokee 


Camisha 


excels in 


sports 


and 


academics 


"I wasn’t get- 
ting enough 
playing time 
and felt that I 
needed to rack 
up my stats for 
any other school 
to look at me 
Davis for recruiting”, 
said Davis as she 
moved on. 

“Being in 
sports arena 
contributes 
my focus dili- 
gently and con- 
scientiously to 
seek programs 
that are fulfill- 
ing to my inter- 
ests, challenging 
to my skills and 
anything positive 
to my emulate in 

life,” she added 

Davis's mother, Yvonne, who 
is an enrolled member of the Ft. 
McDowell community, is the 
daughter of Robert and Abigail 
Russell and granddaughter of 
the late Henry and Daisy Rus- 
sell. Young Russell is enrolled 
with the Yavapai-Apache Nation 
and is very proud of her family 
roots. Both of her parents had 
extensive careers in working in 
the federal government and Da- 
vis’ father, Christopher Davis 
Jr., now retired, had a great in- 
fluence on Davis while growing 
up. "My father is a coach of foot- 
ball at Fountain Hills Middle and 
High School (schools that ad- 
join the Ft. McDowell Nation). 
He also coached cross country," 
said Davis. 

Davis' father also was a 


sprinter for the City College of 
San Francisco and was looking 
to trying out for the Dallas Cow- 
boys when he was drafted into 
the Army said Davis. 

“My descendants are 
Hualapai, Yavapai and Apache, 
Cherokee and African Ameri- 
can. 'Cherokee' is my dad’s tribe 
and 'Camisha' originated as a 
Western African tribe- meaning 
'beautiful on the inside and out. 
Fun and easy going, Friend to 
those who are kind! And my last 
name is a slave name that was 
given to my father’s great grand- 
father," she said. 

For now, Davis is focused on 
academics although the basket- 
ball season concluded. 

She has some good advice for 
those who want to pursue col- 
lege basketball: 

“It starts early in life and with 
each year, you get better. It takes 
consistency (and) challenges. 
And more so- determination. 
Continue to work on your aca- 
demics and your grades really 
count” 

Davis is also personable and 
wants to assure youth that ev- 
erything is possible. "Just carry 
yourself, always smile, always 
greet and be thankful because 
you didn't get where you are by 
yourself. At the end of the day, 
be thankful that you are able and 
everything will fall into place. 
Nothing is hard, unless you 
make it” 

After Davis graduates from 
Scottsdale Community College, 
she is looking at Grand Canyon 
University or other schools in 
California to finish her bache- 
lor’s degree. 


Nation member 
excels in education 
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Moran Thinka is beginning 
his Phd. through Phoenix Col- 
lege. He is currently employed 
by the San Carlos Apache 
Tribe in the finance depart- 
ment. (Photo by Don Decker) 

By DON DECKER 

YAN News 

Moran Thinka, tribal 
member, who enrolled in the 
Nation in the early 90s, is a 
currently employed by the 
San Carlos Tribe in the Fi- 
nance and Purchasing de- 
partment. 

Moran possesses 3 college 
degrees with an Associate of 
Arts Degree in Business Ad- 
ministration from Eastern 
Arizona College in Thatcher, 
a B.A. in Public Policy from 
Arizona State University, a 
Master's in Public Adminis- 
tration from the University 
of Phoenix. He is currently 
enrolled in the doctoral pro- 
gram at the University of 
Phoenix. 

His grandparents were 
the late Frank and Minnie 
Thinka with strong ties to 
the Yavapai-Apache Nation 
as they were both members 
of the Nation. Frank, was a 
Yavapai and grandma Minne 
was Dilzhe’e. 

Frank’s parents were Wil- 
lie and Emma Thinka of 
Clarkdale. 

Young Thinlca’s parents 
are of the Yavapai-Apache/ 
Ft. Berthold Sioux side. 

Thinka expects to even- 
tually return to the Nation 
once he makes arrange- 
ments for permanent hous- 
ing and employment he said. 



Gabby Ontiveros (r) was the recipient of the Divi- 
sion IV All-Section Honors for the current school year. 
Classmates Allee Drake (I) who played ball with Onti- 
veros and J avier Perez (m) who played for the Camp 
Verde boys team were also honored. (Photo by Greg 
Macafee). 


Nation member exceeds in 


basketball at 
High School 

By DON DECKER 

YAN News 

Gabby Ontiveros, 
daughter of Marlon 
Ontiveros of Yavapai- 
Apache Nation in Mid- 
dle Verde was the recip- 
ient of the Division IV 
All-Section Honors for 
the current school year. 

Ontiversos finished 
up the year with her 
team playing the Di- 
vision IV State tour- 


Camp Verde 


nament but lost to the 
Pima Roughriders in the 
first round 57-32. 

Presently, Ontiveros 
has plans to pick one of 
the offers of playing col- 
lege basketball for the 
coming school year. 

Classmates Allee 
Drake who played ball 
with Ontiveros and 
Javier Perez who played 
for the Camp Verde 
boys team were also 
honored as well. 


2 Mile fun Walk/Run & SK (3.2 m) 



Taya Smith, softball player at 
Camp Verde High signs with 
Paradise Community College 



Taya Smith (I) is completing her senior year with a perfect record and 
continuing on to Paradise Community College this coming fall, 2016 as 
pitcher for that college's softball team. (Photo by Greg Macafee). 

Taya (r) is a special team player for the high school and her coach is her 
father, Henry Smith of the Yavapai-Apache Nation. She will also be the 
recipient of the Nation's scholarship program. (Photo by Don Decker) 


By DON DECKER 

YAN News 

It Taya Smith, daughter of Henry 
Smith, of Tunlii and Christina Parker 
of Camp Verde, has signed a letter 
of intent to pitch softball for the Par- 
adise Community College in north 
Phoenix for the coming academic 
year. 

Included in these plans is a 2-year 
degree from that college and enroll- 
ing at the University of Florida in 
Tampa where she will study Crimi- 
nology, attend the police academy af- 
ter she receives her Bachelors Degree 
and wants to join the FBI. 

That is a tall order for Smith and 
this success comes through family 
support. 

Young Smith credits her father, 
Henry, for her success in pitch- 
ing as her father is the coach for the 
high school where she plays and has 
coached her ever since the T-ball 
days of long ago up through her last 
year of high school. 

"It’s a dream come true-your little 
kid (now 17 years old) and give them 
your 100% and all that hard work 
pays off,” says dad Smith. “Softball 


has been a huge blessing for her, to 
build herself a good reputation. She 
represents our people-the Yavapai- 
Apache Nation" 

Taya is of the ‘Ya’go’in gaii’ clan 
which means where ‘the white rock 
formation juts out on the mesa! 

Sports writer - photojournal- 
ist Greg Macafee of the Camp Verde 
Journal, caught up with Taya and 
wrote that ‘Smith was the first to 
sign— and even though she had re- 
ceived other offers! 

Macafee further quotes Smith 
as saying that, "The Paradise Val- 
ley coaches were just very kind and 
they were very welcoming and very 
helpful. I knew as soon as he started 
talking, Paradise Valley Community 
College was where I wanted to go” 

Meanwhile, dad Smith keeps post- 
ing Facebook notices daily on his 
coaching record while lady Smith 
keeps ‘no walks) ‘no home runs’ and 
‘nobody on base’ records. 

It's an 8-0 record into April now! 



(L) Ashton Loring, who is graduating from Mingus Union High School 
this spring, stands with the Herrera family during a special recognition 
nightatCamp Verde High School. Next to Loring is Reyes Herrera, 11th 
grader, brother Thomas Herrera who is graduating this year, Jessica 
Herrera, mother to the Herrera brothers and her is daughter, Sicily Her- 
rera and grandmother Leona Wathogoma of Middle Verde. (Photo by 
Don Decker) 

Camp Verde High School athletic de- 
partment recognizes Thomas Herrera 

By DON DECKER 

YAN News 

Yavapai-Apache Nation members contribute to the sports program in Verde 
Valley and this special recognition is bestowed upon Thomas Herrera of Mid- 
dle Verde who is graduating this coming school year. Herrera has some big 
plans with pursuing his education while he is on active duty with the U.S. 
Army. 

Herrera will soon be heading to basic training in Ft. Benning, Georgia, 
home of the notorious 82nd Airborne Division of the U.S. Army for his basic 
training and advance infantry training. It's a long-term commitment for Her- 
rera. 


Help line !! 
Available anytime to 
talk about anything 
bothering you: 

Local calls: 928-30 1 -0322 
928-634-2236 

CALL ANYTIME DAY or NIGHT 
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COMMUNITY EVENTS 


Nation participates in St. Patrick's Day parade 



way as other dignitaries 
waved to the crowds. This 
annual Sedona parade con- icarmella Kooyahoema, J aeda Kooyahoe- 
tinues to draw large crowds ma , and Deanna Grey get the opportunity 
each year. to visit with an "Irish" hound in the parade. 

With a sense of humor, |( P h oto bv Don Decker) 

Lorna Hazelwood, mother 


of Marley Juan, said that she 
greeted the U.S. Cavalry from Camp 
Verde who also marched in the same 
parade and remarked to the soldier 
"...we are still here" 

Hazelwood said that the soldier on 


the horse got a good chuckle out of 
her remark. 

Tse’chii or ‘red rock' is the name of 
Sedona in Apache and it is considered 
traditional lands to the Hopi, Yavapai, 
Apache and Navajo. 


Margie Campos of Middle Verde 
walks with Zamaya Lowry, Miss 
Tiny Tot (holding Margie) with 
Schyani Thompson, Little Missey 
all passing out treats to bystand- 
ers. (Photo bvDon Decker) 

By DON DECKER 

YAN News 

Despite cold winds, the Nation’s 
royalty marched in the St. Patrick's 
Day parade in Sedona. The beautiful 
red rock formation of the nearby cliffs 
provided the perfect backdrop for this 
occasion. 

People clapped and greeted the 
new Miss Yavapai-Apache Nation 
Marley Juan and other members of 
the Nation’s royalty as they marched 
in the parade. 

Some of the Nation’s adults march- 
ing included Ron Juan and Lorna Ha- 
zelwood, parents of Marley Juan. 

Marjorie Campos, public relations 
event coordinator/assistant and her 
grandchildren passed out little treats 
along the way. 

Other members of the Nation 
watched from the sides including par- 
ents of the royalty Cora-Lei and Brian 
Marquez, Arlin Carlton and Suzette 
Dawdy. 

A Scottish bagpipe band led the 


gather at the end of the 
parade for a group photo 
Despite chilly winds, the 
Nation's participation i 
the parade was a success 
(Photo by Don Decker) 



"Donna Nightpipe, Yavapai-Apache Nation member is 
a traditional flat- basket weaver who has offered bas- 
ketmaking workshops at the cultural center. Nightpipe's 
baskets are considered collector's items. (Photo by Don 
Decker) 



What’s happening in 
Yavapai Culture 


By GERTIE SMITH 

YAN Yavapai Culture Director 

M’hahm jih gah, gah 
myh myuu jeh to all it! 

The department is get- 
ting ready for spring and 
summer events as we are 
working on more language 
to be incorporated at sum- 
mer camps. There is one 
problem: it’s getting more 
difficult to get the help we 
need from the communi- 
ties with the spelling of the 
language as there are lim- 
ited speakers who remem- 
ber how grandmothers or 
grandfathers use to speak. 

The elders that worked 
on these materials are gone. 
Yavapai Culture is going to 
be making changes in the 
way it will be written and 
even if Yavapai language 
learners do not live on the 
Nation, they can sound the 
words out. With the few 18 
year olds who have taken 
the R.A.P. test (Revenue Al- 
location Plan test to qual- 
ify for their savings with- 
drawal), the spelling was 
implemented in the test 
and we got the answer we 
were looking as it easy for 
them to read and complete. 
With all the different spell- 
ings that have been used, 


it’s time for Yavapai culture 
to take a stand on how the 
language will be written. 

A beading class (from 9-4 
weekly at the culture build- 
ing), a pottery class and the 
continuation of the Bird and 
Gourd dance is continuing. 
A schedule will be out soon 
to announce the times. 

We are still visiting Min- 
gus Union High School ev- 
ery other Tuesday and we 
will be doing the same with 
Camp Verde High School by 
this coming fall. A similar 
activity is being planned for 
the Verde Valley School in 
the Village of Oak Creek. 

This month the Yavapai 
language department is 
having a language fair April 
8, 2016. Come and enjoy the 
traditional foods and lan- 
guage games and a lunch. 
We hope to see everyone 
there. A field trip is being 
planned for Sears point on 
April 11-12 to view the rock 
art and you can sign up at 
culture center with Jordon 
Lewis @ 928-649-6945 to re- 
serve your spot. 

May your troubles be 
less, May your Blessings be 
more, May nothing but hap- 
piness come thru your door! 


Controlling weeds 
around the house 



Rodolpho Martinez stands next to Yolan- 
da Trujillo, Agricultural Resource manager for 
the Nation as they look at the common evasive 
weeds some call ‘fox tails’ that grows in abun- 
dance in Verde Valley. Now is the time to catch 
them," says Rodolpho. Martinez is originally from 
Vera Cruz, Mexico but has studied agriculture in 
Hawaii and Africa. He brings with him an exten- 
sive wealth of knowledge about growing plants. 
(Photo by Don Decker) 

By RODOLPHO MARTINEZ 

Agricultural Resource Department, YAN 

Major invasive weeds are starting to come up 
and it is time to implement control measures. 
Most of these plants are difficult to control be- 
cause they are prolific seed producers since sin- 
gle plants can produce thousands of seeds that 
can remain viable in the ground for more than 10 
years. 

Many of invasive weeds also reproduce 
through rhizomes which are new plants emerging 
from the roots of established plants. Although the 
plant and shallow roots do not survive the winter 
season, their deeper roots stay alive and rhizomes 
start to grow when temperature reaches at least 
60 F for more than a week. 

Rhizomes grow successfully without rainfall 
during the spring as they come from deep roots 
(more than 3 ft.) where residual moisture is suf- 
ficient for the plant to grow and produce fresh 
seeds that will germinate abundantly at the onset 
of monsoonal rains. 

Therefore, efficient weed control measures are 
based on treating these plants before they pro- 
duce fresh seeds. Mowing or herbicide applica- 
tions are optimal when done during flowering as 
plants have exhausted both carbohydrates and 
moisture storage, and they have very little chance 
to re-sprout. 

Treatment must also focus on reducing the 
amount of viable seeds already present in the soil 
from previous years which are ready to germinate 
as surface moisture becomes available. Applica- 
tion of pre-emergent herbicides on bare grounds 
is commonly used to reduce the seed bank. 

Irrigation must be applied after spraying this 
herbicide to allow spread of the chemical beyond 
the soil surface where most seeds are found. Al- 
though, remaining viable seeds and rhizomes will 
grow at the onset of monsoonal rains, their popu- 
lation will be significantly reduced if both control 
strategies are followed. 


'Aravaipa’ -Apache 
country-rock band 
brings the crowds 



Aravaipa, San Carlos Apache country-rock band 
draws large crowds during performances across 
Indian country. This band can sing any type of song, 
country or rock-n-roll. However, it's the country music 
thatAravaipa fans seek out. (Courtesy photo) 


By DON DECKER 

YAN News 

You stroll inside the 
Dragon’s Lounge at the 
Cliff Castle Casino in 
Camp Verde on some 
weekend and you may 
catch this six-piece coun- 
try band called ‘Aravaipa’ 
from San Carlos Apache, 
Arizona rockin' down the 
house. 

Aravaipa has an arsenal 
of country songs and the 
fans love these songs. It 
may not be the real 'John 
Fogerty' but the head 
spokesman for the band, 
Jonah May sings the songs 
just like Fogerty plus a 
good imitation of Cre- 
dence Clearwater Revival 
songs and other country 
singers. 

May also has his own 
unique style of singing 
that adds pizzaz to the 
songs. He spices up the 
songs and energizes the 
band and crowds. 

"Yeh, we're pretty pop- 
ular on the rez (San Car- 
los) and it's pretty excit- 
ing. We pack’em in all the 
time. Old and young la- 
dies screaming for us," 
says May, smiling widely 
about their frequent gigs 
at the Apache Gold Ca- 
sino in San Carlos. The 
band members nod their 
heads in agreement. 

May says their biggest 
performance was playing 
for the inauguration of the 
San Carlos tribal chair- 
man. 

May also gives a plug 
for Gary Stewart and he 
loves to sing those songs 
that Indians love. But Ar- 
avaipa is adept to any 
genre of music except 
classical maybe. 

Emerson Brown is an- 
other member of Aravaipa 
whose has the soul and 
blues of a country singer 
and he can play the gui- 
tar very well. This night, 
he’s on stage sitting on a 
tall chair while ripping out 
some soulful music har- 
monizing with May on 
one of Bob Marley’s clas- 
sic songs about "two little 
birds by my doorstep.” 

May says that Brown 
has one original tune writ- 
ten for the band which 
may be considered for a 
recording. 

May is the front-man 
obviously. Ask him if 
the Aravaipa practices 
for their public perfor- 
mances. "No!,” says May 
with an emphasis. "We 
use to. But we got kids 
now in our life and it's 
hard to practice," May 
added. Aravaipa actu- 
ally sound pretty good on 
stage. 

May’s brother. Elijah, 
chimes in and remembers 
4 years back when he was 
just out of high school and 
there was time for prac- 
tice. 

Dedication 

On the weekend of 
their performance at Cliff 
Castle in February, af- 
ter playing that Friday 
night at the casino, ‘Ara- 
vaipa' got up at the crack 
of dawn and made a 210 
mile trip to Bylas, Arizona 
on the San Carlos Apache 
Reservation where they 
participated in a commu- 
nity parade mid-morning 
as they rode on a trailer 
pulled by a pick-up truck 
while playing their favor- 
ites. 


It’s this type of dedica- 
tion that keeps the band 
together according to 
May. After the Bylas pa- 
rade, it was a mad dash 
back to Camp Verde that 
same Saturday late after- 
noon as they performed 
again that evening. 

Kenneth Kenton, Jr. 
is the official lead guitar 
player of Aravaipa and he 
can make the guitar riffs 
whine like a crying baby 
as Emerson Brown sings a 
somewhat tearful country 
song that gets the casino 
audience worked up. 

Kenton comes from 
a long line of traditional 
Apache medicine peo- 
ple both on his father and 
mother’s side. 

Time changes every- 
thing 

Kenton recalls that 
time 4 years ago when he 
was attempting to sell his 
guitar and amp on-line in 
San Carlos to make some 
cash. "I was giving up the 
guitar, everything and Jo- 
nah (May) happen to see 
my ad," says Kenton. "He 
was happy to see my Face- 
book,” added Kenton be- 
cause that by-chance 
meeting is what turned 
everything around for 
Kenton to it make it hap- 
pen for Aravaipa. “I knew 
every song they played," 
says Kenton. 

Without a lead guitar 
player, a band is pretty 
much hopeless. 

Now, they just pack up 
their equipment mostly 
on weekends and head to 
play anywhere-anytime. 
They love ‘Twin Arrows 
Casino' on Navajoland 
east of Flagstaff and the 
word spreads like wild- 
fire as Navajos load up 
from miles away to trek 
down to Twin Arrows Ca- 
sino about 15 miles east of 
Flagstaff. 

“The Navajos love us,” 
says May. 

May gives credit to Ed- 
ward Cassadore, another 
San Carlos Apache who is 
the band’s manager and 
he does all the bookings 
which has taken the band 
to most of the casinos in 
the Phoenix area. 

Cassadore has strong 
social ties with Yavapai- 
Apache Nation as he is 
married into the Nation. 
Cassadore is also a grand 
relative of the late Phil- 
lip Cassadore, spiritual 
leader in San Carlos for 
many years. 

Other members of the 
band include Rodney Tor- 
tice of Whiteriver who 
plays the guitar and key- 
board. Tortice also plays 
for a local group in Whit- 
eriver called ‘Country Im- 
age! 

Bass player is Codie 
Stringfellow of Gilson 
Wash in San Carlos and 
he knows all the bass runs 
to add the right mix to the 
guitars and voices. Matt 
McReynolds, another 
band member who was 
absent the night of this in- 
terview, is also from Whit- 
eriver. “He's all white," 
says May in a joking way. 
“But he speaks better 
Apache than us,” says May 
about McReynolds who is 
originally from Portland. 

Catch up with Aravaipa 
the next time they come 
to town!! You'll definitely 
want to get out of your 
seat and shake a leg!! 
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CELEBRATE 


Doug Hyde designer 
of the Exodus sculp- 
ture for cultural cen- 
ter nominated for 
art award 



Doug Hyde stands in 
front of his bronze sculp- 
ture at the Yavapai- 
Apache Nation that fea- 
tures a man carrying 
his wife in a large bas- 
ket. This was based on 
a story that was told by 
Army Surgeon Dr. Cor- 
busier who accompanied 
the Yavapai and Apache 
on the long march to San 
Carlos beginning Febru- 
ary 26, 1875. (Photo by 
Don Decker) 

By DON DECKER 

YAN News 

The Nation is part of the 
Doug Hyde experience and 
for placing such a prestigious 
sculpture on the Nation's lands. 
No other Indian tribe in Arizona 
has a Doug Hyde sculpture in 
front of their culture center. 

Doug Hyde was nominated 
by the Nation to compete in the 
prestigious 

35th Annual Governor’s Art 
Award which was held in Phoe- 
nix on March 23 and attended 
by Judie Piner, Preservation and 
Technology Center for the Na- 
tion and Robert Mills, grant co- 
ordinator for the Nation. Piner 
and Mills were instrumental in 
having Hyde design the bronze 
Exodus sculpture and find- 
ing the funds to complete the 
sculpture which now graces the 
front of the cultural center. 

Hyde came to the Yavapai- 
Apache Nation at the very be- 
ginning of 2010 when he was 
selected to design the com- 
memorative "Exodus" sculp- 
ture. 

Hyde is considered one of 
the top Indian artists today and 
many of his pieces are featured 
across Indian country where 
they grace the entrance way to 
casinos and parkways in places 
like the Aqua Caliente tribe in 
Palm Springs. The sculpture 
in front of the Yavapai-Apache 
Culture Center is no exception 
and has generated a large inter- 
est among art aficionados that 
visit the area. The sculpture fea- 
tures a man carrying his wife in 
a large basket with 2 holes cut 
in the bottom of the basket for 
the wife's legs. The bronze piece 
is based on an actual incident 
involving a Yavapai or Apache 
man who carried his wife 180 
miles to old San Carlos on Feb- 
ruary 26, 1875. 

From the onset of planning 
for the sculpture, it took 3 years 
to complete the original sculp- 
ture to be placed on the ped- 
estal at the culture center. Af- 
ter a $50,000 grant from the Ar- 
izona Endowment for the Arts 
that Robert Mills, the Nation’s 
grand writer wrote, the balance 
was paid by the Nation. 

Hyde works out of his studio 
in nearby Dewey. 

There were 19 nominations 
for this award. Annie Lopez, a 
Latino artist from Phoenix was 
selected as this year’s recipient 
of this prestigious award. 



Mad rush 
for the eggs 


Prigmore and child Adali- 
ah J ackson pick up more 
eggs and some of the plas- 
tic eggs had special prizes 
that were redeemed with 
the recreation department 
which put on the egg hunt. 


By DON DECKER 

YAN News 

Nations children and parents get ready Children gathered for the annual Easter Egg hunt at the Nation's base- 
for the 'go' signal to run out to the ball field ball field. 

and gather as many eggs as possible. There were so many colored eggs and some of them had fantastic 
3 | , , , ,, prize notices m them that were redeemed to the Recreation Department 

There was plenty Of eggs for the Children. f or great prizes. Plenty of children and plenty of eggs provided for great 
(P hoto by Don Decker) fun for the Nation's children. 

There was also a refreshments and hot dogs for the participants. 


Staff members challenged 



Social workers bond together to find solutions to 
a task which seemed improbable but was solved 
with a group consensus. ASA Director, John 
Rogers, (I), positions other members of his team 
as Delight Plunkett prepares to make her move 
across the 'moat" filled with 'lava'. This exercise 
taught team strategies. (Photo by Don Decker) 


Part of the workshop participants respond 
to directions from another group to the 
left who can only use verbal cues to help 
another 'blind' person taking directions for 
a specific move. (Photo by Don Decker) 


Erin Ortega from Social Service gives a 
brief overview of the various stations that 
were at the Challenge course. Wind gusts 
and cold air only allowed one station to be 
used. (Photo by Don Decker) 


By DON DECKER 

YAN News 

Several departments met 
at the Clover Leaf Ranch on 
March 23 to gain additional 
knowledge in using commu- 
nication skills to work with 
the Nation's clients in the 
various departments. 

Consisting of Social Ser- 
vice, ICWA, ASA, proba- 
tion, public defender, Well- 
ness Court, Victim Advocate 
and the prosecutor's office, 
about 15 staff members par- 
ticipated in interactive com- 
munication skills activities 
which pitted their ingenu- 
ity against complex prob- 
lem-solving activities and 
physical abilities to make 
proper decisions. 

Erin Ortega, social worker 
with the Nation organized 
the half-day workshop. Or- 
tega wanted to greatest par- 
ticipation from other cli- 
ent-based departments to 
participate in the Challenge 
Ropes Course so she con- 


^ JOB ANNOUNCEMENT 
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tacted John Rogers from the 
Alcohol Substance Abuse 
program and Victim's Advo- 
cate with Cora Lei Marquez 
and Jen Ruben, staff attorney 
to get things rolling for the 
workshop. 

The group also toured the 
Challenge Ropes Course next 
to the ranch where they ob- 
served the various stations 
used by clients to gain con- 
fidence and to dispel certain 
anxieties and fears. The par- 
ticipants took part in an ex- 
ercise standing on a horizon- 
tal telephone pole and rear- 
ranging themselves in alpha- 
betical order based on fic- 
tional animal names such as 
"horse", "tiger" and so forth 
without stepping off of the 
pole. This movement created 
a challenge of having to by- 
pass a person while they are 
standing on the pole. This 
activity was met with great 
success. 

"Since we had not been 
through the ropes course 
(some had participated 
in the past), we thought it 


would be good if we went 
through it ourselves,” said 
Ortega about the hands-on 
experience they went 
through. 

Ortega said much thera- 
peutic benefits occurred at 
the ground level that day as 
it became cold and windy 
the day of the outdoor exer- 
cise. “The goal is to get par- 
ents and their children to- 
gether," added Ortega who 
sees the monumental bene- 
fits of doing an activity that 
re-establishes communica- 
tion, re-unifies families and 
instill confidence without 
having parents to feel defen- 
sive in a counseling situation 
that usually takes place in an 
office. 

Based on this, the next 
activity led to a confidence- 
building exercise inside of 
the farm's garage where par- 
ticipants stood on wooden 
pallets and each traversed 
across 3 wooden pallets 
spread apart about 6 feet us- 
ing 2 wooden planks about 
4 feet in length that were 


handed from one person to 
the other to form a bridge us- 
ing a cantilever process to 
hold up a person's weight. 
“Everyone is in their com- 
fort zone-it’s to stretch out 
of your comfort zone-to 
stretch-to feel empowered,” 
said Ortega. 

This was the most strenu- 
ous as the boards had to be 
handled in a certain man- 
ner without the boards dip- 
ping into the "hot lava" sur- 
rounding the "islands". Un- 
fortunately, both groups got 
"fried" from one mistake and 
the leader (Jason Stewart) in- 



Karina Urias from the 
probation department 
of the Nation places an 
sisted on having the activity important role in placing 


repeated until it was done 
properly which was met with 
groans from the participants. 

Anella Plunkett from the 
Gaming Office, Joe Washing- 
ton from the Public Defend- 
er's office, Erin Ortega and 
Jason Stewart from Social 
Service led these activities as 
they are certified Challenge 
Course instructors. 


the heavy board across 
to the next wood pallet 
where others are wait- 
ing to counter balance 
the boards so others can 
cross the "lava" field." 
(Photo by Don Decker) 


REVISED Y-A TRANSIT SCHEDULE 

P.M. ROUTE TO CLARRDALE ///// P.M. ROUTE TO CAMP VERDE 

YAN PUBLIC WORKS 
(FLEET) 

12:45 P.M. 

I 

i 

2:45 P.M. 

YAN MEDICAL CENTER 

12:47 P.M. 

V.V. MEDICAL CENTER 

2:55 P.M. 

YAN SOCIAL SERVICES 

12:50 P.M. 

COTTONWOOD LIBRAY 

2:58 P.M. (5MINS) 

YAN ADMINISTRATION 

12:53 P.M. 

SAFEWAY 

3:08 P.M. 

WIKI WAY (BEHIND SR. 
CENTER) 

12:55 P.M. 

WAL-MART 

3:13 P.M. 

CLIFF CASTLE CASINO 

1:01 P.M. 

YAVAPAI COUNTY 
COURTHOUSE 

3:28 P.M. 

CHEVRON/SONIC 


CHERRY RD./TUN LI 

WAY 

3:31 P.M. 

FINNIE FLATS/CLIFF 
PARKWAY 

1:14 P.M. 

WHERE THE WATER 
FLOWS 

3:33 P.M. 

HOLLOMAN 75 ™ ST- 


TALL OLD MAN/GREY 

HAT 

3:34 P.M. 

BEAR ST. 

1:20 P.M. 

R0THERICK /G0SWICK 

3:43 P.M. 

R0THRICK / G0SWICK 

1:25 P.M. 

BEART STREET 

3:48 P.M. 

CHERRY RD./TUN LI 

WAY 

1:30 P.M. 

H0LL0MAN/5 IB ST. 

3:52 P.M. 

FLOWS 


FINNIE FLATS/CLIFF 
PARKWAY 

3:54 P.M. 

TALL MAN/GREY HAT 

1:33 P.M. 

CLIFF CASTLE CASINO 

4:04 P.M. 

YAVAPAI COUNTY 
COURTHOUSE 

1:39 P.M. 

CHEVRON/SONIC 

4:08 P.M. 

WALMART 

1:54 P.M. 

WIKI WAY (BEHIND SR. 
CENTER) 

4:14 P.M. 


1:59 P.M. 

YAN ADMINISTRATION 

4:16 P.M. 


2:04 P.M. (5MINS) 

YAN SOCIAL SERVICES 

4:18 P.M. 


2:13 P.M. 

YAN MEDCIAL CENTER 

4:20 P.M. 

YAVAPAI COLLEGE 

2:20 P.M. 

YAN PUBLIC WORKS 
(FLEET) 

4:22 P.M. 

BONNAHA/BEECHER 

2:30 P.M. 



REVISED Y-A TRANSIT SCHEDULE 

A.M. ROUTE TO Cl 

LARKDALE ///// 

' A.M. ROUTE TO 

CAMP VERDE 

VAN MEDICAL CENTER 

8:47 A.M. 

VV MEDICAL CENTER 

10:41 A.M. 

YAN ADMINISTRATION 

8:53 A.M. 

SAFEWAY 

10:55 A.M. 

WIKI Wit (BEHIND SR. 
CENTER) 

8:55 A.M. 

WALMART 

11:01 A.M. 

CLIFF CASTLE CASINO 

9:01 A.M. 

YAVAPAI COUNTY 
COURTHOUSE 

11:16 A.M. 


9:05 A.M. 

CHERRY RD./TUN LI 

WAY 


ifiiiH 

9:14 A.M. 

WHERE THE WATER 
FLOWS 

11:22 A.M. 


9.10 A.M. 

9:20 A.M. 

ROTHERICK/GOSWICK 

11:32 A.M. 

CHERRY RD/TUN LI WAY 

9:25 A.M. 

9:30 A.M. 

BEAR STREET 

H0LL0M0N/5 ra ST. 

11:41 A.M. 

FLOWS 

9:32 A.M. 

FINNIE FLATS/ CLIFF 
PARKWAY 


TALL OLD MAN / GREY 

9:33 A.M. 

CLIFF CASTLE CASINO 

11:53 A.M. 

YAVAPAI C01NTY 

9:38 A.M. 

CHEVRON/SONIC 


WAL-MART 

9:52 A.M. 

WIKI WAY (BEHIND SR. 
CENTER) 

12:03 P.M. 

C0TI0NW00B LIBRARY 

1CM4AM. (5MINS) 

YAN ADMINISTRATION 

YAN SOCIAL SERVICES 

YAN MEDICAL CENTER 

12:10 P.M. 

YAVAPAI COLLEGE 

10:20 A.M. 

YAN PUBLIC WORKS 
(FLEET) 

12:12 P.M. 



Yavapai-Apache Nation 
Symbolism of the Great Seal 
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>. Rainbow: This symbolizes our religion, we a 

Blue - symbolizes the fruitfulness 
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Apache dictionary for Dilzhe'e on 
Yavapai-Apache Nation near completion 



Vincent Randall, left confers with Dr. de Reuse, 
a linquist from the University of North Texas who 
is helping the Apache culture center produce a 
long-awaited dictionary of the Dilzhe'e language 
of Camp Verde. (Photo by Don Decker) 

By DON DECKER 

YAN News 

Dr. Willem de Reuse, a linguist who 
has studied the Apache language for 
the past 25 years visited with the Na- 
tion's Apache Culture department di- 
rector Vincent Randall for a week in 
mid-March. 

De Reuse is a professor at the Uni- 
versity of North Texas in Denton but 
his roots go back to Belgium where he 
was born and raised. 

With a Bachelor's degree from Bel- 
gium, a Master's in Linguistics from 
the University of Kansas and a Ph.D. 
from the University of Texas at Austin, 
de Reuse taught at the University of 
Arizona in Tucson in anthropology be- 
ginning in 1999. 

De Reuse is considered an expert 
in the study of the Apache language. 

His emphasis has been about various 
Western Apache communities located 
in Arizona: the Whiteriver area, Ci- 
becue, San Carlos and Peridot, Bylas, 

Camp Verde, and Payson. 

The visit with Randall was to tie up 
loose ends with the Dilzhe'e dictio- 
nary which was nicknamed 'The Big 
Potato" because it had become rather 
fat according to de Reuse. 

De Reuse and Randall both agree 
that the Dilzhe'e Apache vocabulary 
and accent is unique to the Dilzhe'e 
residing in the Verde Valley. 

De Reuse's interest in the Camp 
Verde Apache goes to '96 when he 
and the late Phillip Goode met Re- 
belcah Smith of Middle Verde. Goode, 
a San Carlos Apache who would work 
closely with Rebelcah to get the dictio- 


nary started, was flu- 
ent in Apache and he 
had strong social ties 
to the Dilzhe'e accord- 
ing to Randall since his 
relations lived here as 
well. 

Rebelcah had a keen 
interest in the Apache 
culture. Randall recalls 
the time when Re- 
belcah began her work 
in starting a dictionary 
for her people. 

"Rebelcah set up 
shop in '90 or'91 and 
she was doing this on 
her own by using pho- 
netics which is much 
different than the 
method we are using 
today. Her brother (the 
late Ted Smith who was a chairman) 
gave her an office in one of the build- 
ings in Middle Verde (which is no lon- 
ger present)," recalls Randall. 

It was also at that time when a re- 
union was organized by Rebecca to 
gather all of the Yagohigaidn clan 
which was attended by many accord- 
ing to Randall. So, there was a strong 
revival of the Apache culture and lan- 
guage at that time according to Ran- 
dall. 

"Rebelcah didn't allow grass to grow 
under her feet," said Randall as he re- 
calls how Rebelcah wanted to work 
on place-names of the area. Rebelcah 
wanted to know what Randall needed 
in terms of maps to study the area 
and soon, Rebelcah had ordered maps 
from Map World in Phoenix. There 
was a study made of place-names us- 
ing those maps but Randall said he 
doesn't know what happened to the 
study. 

Randall has refined the place- 
names study though, as the Preserva- 
tion and Technology department has 
bought an integrated TV monitoring 
screen using Google maps to zero in 
on these place-names that Randall has 
identified in the area. 

There was a real interest in the de- 
velopment of the Apache dictionary 
and others became involved such as 
the late Victor Smith and Elizabeth 
Rocha (sister to Ted, Victor and Re- 
belcah). 

Rocha has been a key person in the 
dictionary study and continued for 
years working with de Reuse until she 
retired 2 years ago. 

De Reuse picked up the pace after 


2005 and has met with the Apache ad- 
visory group throughout the past 11 
years carefully adding to and revising 
the Dilzhe'e dictionary. 

De Reuse's interest in the Apache 
language goes back very far back 
when, as a child, he read about the 
Apaches by Karl May, a German writer 
(1842-1912) who wrote adventure 
novels about the American West. May 
had never set foot in America until 
many years later after he wrote the 
novels. 

From these writings, de Reuse de- 
veloped an interest in the Apache lan- 
guage. 

His current dictionary is filled with 
many annotations, some erased and 
new additions all the time as he and 
Randall go through a check-list that 
de Reuse has brought with him from 
Texas. 

Writing a dictionary involves the 
study of Apache grammar and looking 
at the various dialects, pronunciation 
of words, their meanings, and subtle 
nuances and variance of meaning and 
connotations. 

The new dictionary contains 6,000 
English to Apache terminology. "En- 
glish to Apache is easier. I made it 
that way. There are not too many dic- 
tionaries out there with that many 
Apache words," said de Reuse without 
boasting. 

The difference between this dictio- 
nary is that other published Apache 
dictionaries do not have examples of 
how the words are used. This exten- 
sive dictionary uses examples of how 
a word is used in spoken Apache and 
there are cross-references to other 
words as well. And it has a 30 page 
introductory section which is slightly 
more challenging than a typical dic- 
tionary as a pronunciation guide is en- 
closed. 

De Reuse says anyone will be able 
to access the information in the dic- 
tionary and place the data they need 
into their own computers. "They can 
copy and paste words, sentences or 
paradigms, so they don't have to write 
teaching materials— just text, so it's 
simple," said de Reuse. 

De Reuse has not given a pre- 
cise date when the dictionary will be 
printed as many printing companies 
are not eager to print indigenous lan- 
guage dictionaries as they become 
problematic with the mechanics of 
setting up a language graphics for 
printing. 



Vincent Randall, Apache culture director of Yavapai- 
Apache Nation visits with Beatrice Lee (L), Director of 
Language and Preservation of San Carlos community 
along with her assistants Cordelia Moses and Pamela 
Harvey (Photo by Don Decker) 

Language instruction critical 
to Indian children 

By DON DECKER 

YAN News 

Beatrice Lee, director of the Language and Preserva- 
tion Office of the San Carlos Apache community visited her 
counter-part, Judie Piner at the Yavapai-Apache Nation Cul- 
tural Preservation Office in Camp Verde on Friday, March 18. 
In addition, Lee’s staff members Cordelia Moses and Pamela 
Harvey, both of Bylas, shared common concerns with Piner, 
director of Cultural Preservation and Technology for Yavapai- 
Apache Nation. 

The San Carlos language and preservation program now 
in its 5th year, works closely with Arizona's First Things First 
community outreach program for pre-schoolers according 
to Lee. This educational program partners with child care, 
home-base learning and pre-school providers to improve the 
quality of learning for kids from birth to 5 years of age. Within 
this program is a prescribed program that uses the models 
of culture awareness and learning of the Apache culture and 
language according to Lee. The San Carlos Apache are proud 
of their language immersion programs which provides exten- 
sive sustained teaching of the language in the schools. 

Lee gives high praise for her teachers, Moses and Har- 
vey who are immersed in the Apache language program by 
devising teaching strategies within the curriculum in early 
childhood. 

Moses does much of the translations for the curriculum 
and also is crossed trained in working with cultural crafts 
such as sewing buckskin. "She (Moses) is not just a teach- 
er-she's everything to our program, pronunciation, history 
and culture," said Lee proudly. 

Harvey also works closely with the teachers in Bylas, a 
neighboring Apache community located a 1/2 hour away 
from San Carlos to the east. 

The San Carlos group is interested in the kinds of tech- 
nology support systems the Yavapai-Apache Nation Cultural 
Preservation and Technology offers in teaching the language 
to the community. The day's visit also was an opportunity to 
share ideas and strategies for language instruction and meth- 
odologies with Vincent Randall, director of the Apache cul- 
ture department who also has oversight of the new Apache 
dictionary which is in its final stages for production. 


YAN language department can help 


By DON DECKER 

YAN News 

According to Judy Piner, YAN Culture 
Preservation and Technology Center direc- 
tor, there are varied activities and services 
available to the Nation's members. 

"It works to document and archive many 
activities of the Nation. Many of these are ed- 
ucational and interesting to both adults and 
youth. Both, the Apache and Yavapai culture 
departments produce a broad range of lan- 
guage learning materials from an audio Cd to 
DVDs and Games," said Piner. 

As you walk into their office, you quickly 
realize that it is a very busy place and there 
are stacks of documents and large cases of 
photo, sound and video files in every corner 
available. 

In the lobby, you can find historical and 
cultural exhibits with many images of the 
old days "on the rez" Some of the items are 
secured in locked cases with sliding glass 
fronts. On the wall, you will be greeted by 
some of the elders talking in a video presen- 
tation about the cultures of the Nation. 

This office has a comprehensive language 
learning media collection that can start any- 
one in learning their language very quickly. 
Elder Apache Elizabeth Rocha who is now 
retired from the culture department, directed 
and collated all of the Apache words and 
sentences into 20 lessons that can get a per- 
son to learn a few words and possibly string 
them together in a conversation. 

These lessons are also available in a 
15-part Yavapai lessons from Yavapai el- 
der language instructor Frieda Eswonia of 
Clarkdale. 

Delores Plunkett, another Yavapai elder 
who is former director of the Yavapai Culture 
department, has also recorded some of the 
Yavapai nouns. The center's library also fea- 


tures some historic 
Yavapai sentences 
from Warren Gaz- 
zam. 

The Yavapai de- 
partment also of- 
fers some sermons 
and other record- 
ings that were col- 
lected from another 
Yavapai communi- 
ty-Ft. McDowell, 
near Phoenix. 

There are color- 
ing books and ele- 
mentary dictionar- 
ies for beginners. 

Ron Juan, a Quec- 
han Indian who is 
an accomplished 
artist and married to 
Yavapai Lorna Ha- 
zelwood, did all of 
the art work that is 
featured on the var- 
ious publication 
and production that 
has been made for 
both culture depart- 
ments. 

The Apache de- 
partment has had 
an on-going dictio- 
nary project for the 
past 15 years and a Dr. Wilhelm DeReuse, a 
Belgium university professor, has been in- 
strumental in working with Vincent Randall 
and Elizabeth Rocha over the years to com- 
plete the Apache dictionary. During the 2nd 
week of March, DeRuse was completing the 
final phase of the Apache dictionary with the 
elders. 

The Apache community is at the fore- 
front of producing this dictionary that will be 


the pride of the com- 
munity as this dictio- 
nary will be the work 
of Apache people with 
the help of an aca- 
demic scholar. 

Piner has been suc- 
cessful in gathering 
all of the information 
and putting them into 
a new whole so that 
the Nation's members 
can easily retrieve the 
information for lan- 
guage. It's even offered 
on line. 

Go to https:// 
yan.coursesites.com 
or contact Piner at: 
jpiner@yan-tribe.org 
and she can enroll you. 
"These courses are 
taught on line learn- 
ing environment simi- 
lar to that used by col- 
leges everywhere. In 
the course, are written 
lessons, lesson record- 
ings, vocabulary lists, 
practice games and ac- 
tivities, songs, stories 
and nursery rhymes, 
story books and color- 
ing books," said Piner. 
"We encourage parents to enroll, to learn the 
language themselves and practice by teach- 
ing to their children. Everyone learns better 
when they teach one another" 

Piner's approach to learning is all made 
easier by technology that is readily available 
to most members of the Nation. Their flyer 
states, 'Look it up! On your iPhone or iPad' 
which allows anyone to access a word spe- 
cific word in Yavapai or Apache to their elec- 


tronic devices. "It's a dictionary you carry 
with you— search for a word and hear it pro- 
nounced," adds Piner. 

The Preservation and Technology center 
is one of the most advanced and compre- 
hensive language learning department in In- 
dian country as it also as a massive archive of 
video and sound recording interviews with 
Nation's members including tribal elders, 
some of whom have passed on to the spirit 
world. 

Finally, the culture center is always busy 
with community affairs and are called upon 
to present special programs in local func- 
tions including school events during the spe- 
cial Native American holidays. 

Several times a year, the culture depart- 
ment sponsors a Mesquite milling process 
day where community members can have 
their mesquite beans pulverized and milled 
into flour. Other services include the follow- 
ing: 

-Sewing classes, craft classes, food gath- 
ering and preparation, cooking classes, food 
expo and genealogy classes. One of the more 
interesting activity is writing your own oral 
history of your family and recording it on 
video or audio and the recorded copy can be 
permanently stored at the center for future 
use and for historical purposes. 

There is a comprehensive library of oral 
history recordings for use by the public. 

For information to the culture cen- 
ter's activities contact the various depart- 
ments within the culture center to sched- 
ule an appointment to participate in any 
of these activities. Judy Piner/jpiner@yan- 
tribe.org or 928-567-7064 Vincent Ran- 
dall/Apache Culture Director/-928-649-6960 
Gertie Smith/Yavapai Culture Direc- 
tor/928-649-6963. 

marchers expressed was that they 
hope to have more family gather- 
ings in the future to unify families 
and to make them stronger. 

Joe Washington, a tribal elder 
from the Shawnee Nation in Okla- 
homa participating in the march 
said that help is always available 
no matter what. "I think it shows 
people bring an awareness to the 
fact that nothing is ever so harsh 
that you can't overcome difficul- 
ties you are having and people 
around the whole community 
coming together to do something 
about this problem," he said. 


LIGHT 

From page 1 


end of the tunnel," said Chavez 
in reference to positive solutions 
and possibilities that are avail- 
able. 

Little children carrying bal- 
loons, signs filled with positive 
messages and young families 
pushing strollers with babies and 
youth jogging the complete 3 mile 
section of the streets escorted by 
the Yavapai-Apache Nation police 
department. 

The evening event began with 
special prayers by the elders of 


the community including David 
Kwail, Don Decker, Joe Washing- 
ton, Larry Jackson, Arlin Carlton 
and Robert Jackson. 

Chavez organized water sta- 
tions along the route and special 
candles that were set inside of pa- 
per bags filled with sand glowed 
into the night along the road. 

"I couldn't have been hap- 
pier with the turnout. I had never 
imagined that we would com- 
pletely take over the streets of 
Tunlii with runners and walkers," 
said Chavez who had expected 
only about 20 people to show up 
that evening. 

Children scampered along 
the road leading from west Tun- 


lii housing office up to the turn 
off close to the new Market Place 
and continued down the road by 
the gulley leading up east Tun- 
lii housing. The marchers carried 
lighted glow sticks as the police 
led the way with flashing lights as 
the night grew darker. 

At the bottom of the gulley, 
marchers were greeted with a wa- 
ter station and sliced fruits and 
cookies. Other strong hearted 
walkers and runners continued 
their quest up to the large water 
tank that sits at the end of the east 
Tunlii housing area to make their 
turn a rounds. 

Almost 2 hours later, the 
marchers returned to the origi- 


nal starting point by the housing 
office where a raffle awaited the 
marchers with their lucky tickets. 

Everything from comple- 
mentary high quality shampoo 
to baseball hats were raffled off. 
There were also other items such 
as water bottles that had been 
donated by various individuals 
and groups from the community 
which got in the hands of raffle 
winners. 

There were many comments 
made about the gathering and 
how the event seemed to unify 
the community and bringing 
about the concerns of suicide 
among teens in the community. 

"I'm thankful to the elders 


who offered prayers of strength, 
your gift of prayer was truly a 
touching moment. I hope we can 
bring healing to those who have 
recently lost family members and 
friends to suicide," said Chavez. 

Nation's council member Ra- 
chel Hood also was among the 
marchers with her family and 
supported Chavez. 

"I think it's great that a com- 
munity member (Chavez) came 
and represented this cause be- 
cause it's something that should 
have been done sooner. It took 
a community member to take a 
stand on awareness of suicide in 
the community" said Hood. 

One commonality that the 



The Preservation and Technology 
department has a wide selection of 
learning materials that can get the new 
language learner started with either lan- 
guage: Apache or Yavapai. In this pack- 
age, there are coloring books, a basic 
Yavapai/Apache dictionary, and various 
CDs that can teach both languages. 
(P h oto b y Do n Decker ) 
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Cherokee Davis was 

recruited by Scottsdale 
C ommunity College, 
(Courtesy photo) 

By DON DECKER 

YAN News 


and 


academics 


Talent abounds in Indian 
country and Cherokee Davis, 
the daughter of Christopher and 
Yvonne Davis of Ft. McDowell 
finds a fulfilling experience as a 
basketball player for Scottsdale 
Community College. Young Da- 
vis carries a full load of classes 
pursuing her life goals majoring 
in Sociology with a mix of Crim- 
inology. She graduated from 
Mountain View High School in 
Mesa. 

At first, Davis played for Mesa 
Community College as guard 
with an athletic scholarship. 
Shortly thereafter, she withdrew 
her contract with the school 
and was recruited by Scottsdale 
Community College. 


"I wasn't get- 
ting enough 
playing time 
and felt that I 
needed to rack 
up my stats for 
any other school 
to look at me 
for recruiting" 
said Davis as she 
moved on. 

“Being in 
sports arena 
contributes 
my focus dili- 
gently and con- 
scientiously to 
seek programs 
that are fulfill- 
ing to my inter- 
ests, challenging 
to my skills and 
anything positive 
to my emulate in 

life," she added 

Davis's mother, Yvonne, who 
is an enrolled member of the Ft. 
McDowell community, is the 
daughter of Robert and Abigail 
Russell and granddaughter of 
the late Henry and Daisy Rus- 
sell. Young Russell is enrolled 
with the Yavapai-Apache Nation 
and is very proud of her family 
roots. Both of her parents had 
extensive careers in working in 
the federal government and Da- 
vis' father, Christopher Davis 
Jr., now retired, had a great in- 
fluence on Davis while growing 
up. “My father is a coach of foot- 
ball at Fountain Hills Middle and 
High School (schools that ad- 
join the Ft. McDowell Nation). 
He also coached cross country," 
said Davis. 

Davis' father also was a 


sprinter for the City College of 
San Francisco and was looking 
to trying out for the Dallas Cow- 
boys when he was drafted into 
the Army said Davis. 

“My descendants are 
Hualapai, Yavapai and Apache, 
Cherokee and African Ameri- 
can. 'Cherokee' is my dad's tribe 
and 'Camisha' originated as a 
Western African tribe- meaning 
'beautiful on the inside and out. 
Fun and easy going, Friend to 
those who are kind! And my last 
name is a slave name that was 
given to my father's great grand- 
father," she said. 

For now, Davis is focused on 
academics although the basket- 
ball season concluded. 

She has some good advice for 
those who want to pursue col- 
lege basketball: 

“It starts early in life and with 
each year, you get better. It takes 
consistency (and) challenges. 
And more so- determination. 
Continue to work on your aca- 
demics and your grades really 
count" 

Davis is also personable and 
wants to assure youth that ev- 
erything is possible. “Just carry 
yourself, always smile, always 
greet and be thankful because 
you didn't get where you are by 
yourself. At the end of the day, 
be thankful that you are able and 
everything will fall into place. 
Nothing is hard, unless you 
make it" 

After Davis graduates from 
Scottsdale Community College, 
she is looking at Grand Canyon 
University or other schools in 
California to finish her bache- 
lor's degree. 


Nation member 
excels in education 



Moran Thinka is beginning 
his Phd. through Phoenix Col- 
lege. He is currently employed 
by the San Carlos Apache 
Tribe in the finance depart- 
ment. (Photo by Don Decker) 

By DON DECKER 



Gabby Ontiveros (r) was the recipient of the Divi- 
sion IV All-Section Honors for the current school year. 
Classmates Allee Drake (I) who played ball with Onti- 
veros and Javier Perez (m) who played for the Camp 
Verde boys team were also honored. (Photo by Greg 
Macafee). 

Nation member exceeds in 


YAN News 

Moran Thinka, tribal 
member, who enrolled in the 
Nation in the early 90s, is a 
currently employed by the 
San Carlos Tribe in the Fi- 
nance and Purchasing de- 
partment. 

Moran possesses 3 college 
degrees with an Associate of 
Arts Degree in Business Ad- 
ministration from Eastern 
Arizona College in Thatcher, 
a B.A. in Public Policy from 
Arizona State University, a 
Master's in Public Adminis- 
tration from the University 
of Phoenix. He is currently 
enrolled in the doctoral pro- 
gram at the University of 
Phoenix. 

His grandparents were 
the late Frank and Minnie 
Thinka with strong ties to 
the Yavapai-Apache Nation 
as they were both members 
of the Nation. Frank, was a 
Yavapai and grandma Minne 
was Dilzhe'e. 

Frank's parents were Wil- 
lie and Emma Thinka of 
Clarlcdale. 

Young Thinlca's parents 
are of the Yavapai-Apache/ 
Ft. Berthold Sioux side. 

Thinka expects to even- 
tually return to the Nation 
once he makes arrange- 
ments for permanent hous- 
ing and employment he said. 


basketball at 
High School 

By DON DECKER 

YAN News 

Gabby Ontiveros, 
daughter of Marlon 
Ontiveros of Yavapai- 
Apache Nation in Mid- 
dle Verde was the recip- 
ient of the Division IV 
All-Section Honors for 
the current school year. 

Ontiversos finished 
up the year with her 
team playing the Di- 
vision IV State tour- 


Camp Verde 


nament but lost to the 
Pima Roughriders in the 
first round 57-32. 

Presently, Ontiveros 
has plans to pick one of 
the offers of playing col- 
lege basketball for the 
coming school year. 

Classmates Allee 
Drake who played ball 
with Ontiveros and 
favier Perez who played 
for the Camp Verde 
boys team were also 
honored as well. 



2 Mile fun Walk/Run & 5K (3.2 m) 


# 


Date; April 16 S 2016 
Time: 8:oo A. M. 

Location: YAN Culture Building Parking Lot 
Meet up and registration begin at 7:30 am 


For more information contact: 

Laurie Stevens 

] stcvcns & camp vcrdesch ools -or^ 

Office: (928)567-8043 
Cell: (928)254-7593 



Taya Smith, softball player at 
Camp Verde High signs with 
Paradise Community College 



Taya Smith (I) is completing her senior year with a perfect record and 
continuing on to Paradise Community College this coming fall, 2016 as 
pitcher for that college's softball team. (Photo by Greg Macafee). 

Taya (r) is a special team player for the high school and her coach is her 
father, Henry Smith of the Yavapai-Apache Nation. She will also be the 
recipient of the Nation's scholarship program. (Photo by Don Decker) 


By DON DECKER 

YAN News 

It Taya Smith, daughter of Henry 
Smith, of Tunlii and Christina Parker 
of Camp Verde, has signed a letter 
of intent to pitch softball for the Par- 
adise Community College in north 
Phoenix for the coming academic 
year. 

Included in these plans is a 2-year 
degree from that college and enroll- 
ing at the University of Florida in 
Tampa where she will study Crimi- 
nology, attend the police academy af- 
ter she receives her Bachelors Degree 
and wants to join the FBI. 

That is a tall order for Smith and 
this success comes through family 
support. 

Young Smith credits her father, 
Henry, for her success in pitch- 
ing as her father is the coach for the 
high school where she plays and has 
coached her ever since the T-ball 
days of long ago up through her last 
year of high school. 

“It's a dream come true-your little 
kid (now 17 years old) and give them 
your 100% and all that hard work 
pays off," says dad Smith. “Softball 


has been a huge blessing for her, to 
build herself a good reputation. She 
represents our people-the Yavapai- 
Apache Nation" 

Taya is of the 'Ya'go'in gaii' clan 
which means where 'the white rock 
formation juts out on the mesa! 

Sports writer - photojournal- 
ist Greg Macafee of the Camp Verde 
Journal, caught up with Taya and 
wrote that 'Smith was the first to 
sign— and even though she had re- 
ceived other offers'. 

Macafee further quotes Smith 
as saying that, “The Paradise Val- 
ley coaches were just very kind and 
they were very welcoming and very 
helpful. I knew as soon as he started 
talking, Paradise Valley Community 
College was where I wanted to go" 

Meanwhile, dad Smith keeps post- 
ing Faceboolc notices daily on his 
coaching record while lady Smith 
keeps 'no walks! 'no home runs' and 
'nobody on base' records. 

It’s an 8-0 record into April now! 



(L) Ashton Loring, who is graduating from Mingus Union High School 
this spring, stands with the Herrera family during a special recognition 
night at Camp Verde High School. Next to Loring is Reyes Herrera, 11th 
grader, brother Thomas Herrera who is graduating this year, Jessica 
Herrera, mother to the Herrera brothers and her is daughter, Sicily Her- 
rera and grandmother Leona Wathogoma of Middle Verde. (Photo by 
Don Decker) 

Camp Verde High School athletic de- 
partment recognizes Thomas Herrera 

By DON DECKER 

YAN News 

Yavapai-Apache Nation members contribute to the sports program in Verde 
Valley and this special recognition is bestowed upon Thomas Herrera of Mid- 
dle Verde who is graduating this coming school year. Herrera has some big 
plans with pursuing his education while he is on active duty with the U.S. 
Army. 

Herrera will soon be heading to basic training in Ft. Benning, Georgia, 
home of the notorious 82nd Airborne Division of the U.S. Army for his basic 
training and advance infantry training. It’s a long-term commitment for Her- 
rera. 


Help line !! 
Available anytime to 
talk about anything 
bothering you: 

Local calls: 928-301-0322 
928-634-2236 

- CALL ANYTIME DAY or NIGHT 





Gah'nahvah / YaTi' 


April 2016 -5 


COMMUNITY EVENTS 


Nation participates in St. Patrick's Day parade 



Margie Campos of Middle Verde 
walks with Zamaya Lowry, Miss 
Tiny Tot (holding Margie) with 
Schyani Thompson, Little Missey 
all passing out treats to bystand- 
ers. (Photo by Don Decker) 

By DON DECKER 

YAN News 

Despite cold winds, the Nation's 
royalty marched in the St. Patrick's 
Day parade in Sedona. The beautiful 
red rock formation of the nearby cliffs 
provided the perfect backdrop for this 
occasion. 

People clapped and greeted the 
new Miss Yavapai-Apache Nation 
Marley Juan and other members of 
the Nation's royalty as they marched 
in the parade. 

Some of the Nation's adults march- 
ing included Ron Juan and Lorna Ha- 
zelwood, parents of Marley Juan. 

Marjorie Campos, public relations 
event coordinator/assistant and her 
grandchildren passed out little treats 
along the way. 

Other members of the Nation 
watched from the sides including par- 
ents of the royalty Cora-Lei and Brian 
Marquez, Arlin Carlton and Suzette 
Dawdy. 

A Scottish bagpipe band led the 


Chavez kids gather around the curb 
to enjoy the parade. (Photo by Don 
Decker) 


Members of the Nation 


gather at the end of the 
parade for a group photo. 
Despite chilly winds, the 
Nation's participation in 
the parade was a success. 
(Photo by Don Decker) 


Carmella Kooyahoema, J aeda Kooyahoe- 
ma, and Deanna Grey get the opportunity 
to visit with an "Irish" hound in the parade. 
(Photo by Don Decker) 


way as other dignitaries 
waved to the crowds. This 
annual Sedona parade con- 
tinues to draw large crowds 
each year. 

With a sense of humor, 

Lorna Hazelwood, mother 
of Marley Juan, said that she 
greeted the U.S. Cavalry from Camp 
Verde who also marched in the same 
parade and remarked to the soldier 
"...we are still here". 

Hazelwood said that the soldier on 


the horse got a good chuckle out of 
her remark. 

Tse'chii or Ted rock' is the name of 
Sedona in Apache and it is considered 
traditional lands to the Hopi, Yavapai, 
Apache and Navajo. 



"Donna Nightpipe, Yavapai-Apache Nation member is 
a traditional flat- basket weaver who has offered bas- 
ketmaking workshops at the cultural center. Nightpipe’s 
baskets are considered collector's items. (Photo by Don 
Decker) 



What s happening in 
Yavapai Culture 


By GERTIE SMITH 

YAN Yavapai Culture Director 

M'hahm jih gah, gah 
myh myuu jeh to all it! 

The department is get- 
ting ready for spring and 
summer events as we are 
working on more language 
to be incorporated at sum- 
mer camps. There is one 
problem: it's getting more 
difficult to get the help we 
need from the communi- 
ties with the spelling of the 
language as there are lim- 
ited speakers who remem- 
ber how grandmothers or 
grandfathers use to speak. 

The elders that worked 
on these materials are gone. 
Yavapai Culture is going to 
be making changes in the 
way it will be written and 
even if Yavapai language 
learners do not live on the 
Nation, they can sound the 
words out. With the few 18 
year olds who have taken 
the R.A.P. test (Revenue Al- 
location Plan test to qual- 
ify for their savings with- 
drawal), the spelling was 
implemented in the test 
and we got the answer we 
were looking as it easy for 
them to read and complete. 
With all the different spell- 
ings that have been used, 


it's time for Yavapai culture 
to take a stand on how the 
language will be written. 

A beading class (from 9-4 
weekly at the culture build- 
ing), a pottery class and the 
continuation of the Bird and 
Gourd dance is continuing. 
A schedule will be out soon 
to announce the times. 

We are still visiting Min- 
gus Union High School ev- 
ery other Tuesday and we 
will be doing the same with 
Camp Verde High School by 
this coming fall. A similar 
activity is being planned for 
the Verde Valley School in 
the Village of Oak Creek. 

This month the Yavapai 
language department is 
having a language fair April 
8, 2016. Come and enjoy the 
traditional foods and lan- 
guage games and a lunch. 
We hope to see everyone 
there. A field trip is being 
planned for Sears point on 
April 11-12 to view the rock 
art and you can sign up at 
culture center with Jordon 
Lewis @ 928-649-6945 to re- 
serve your spot. 

May your troubles be 
less, May your Blessings be 
more, May nothing but hap- 
piness come thru your door! 


Controlling weeds 
around the house 



Rodolpho Martinez stands next to Yolan- 
da Trujillo, Agricultural Resource manager for 
the Nation as they look at the common evasive 
weeds some call 'fox tails' that grows in abun- 
dance in Verde Valley. Now is the time to catch 
them," says Rodolpho. Martinez is originally from 
Vera Cruz, Mexico but has studied agriculture in 
Hawaii and Africa. He brings with him an exten- 
sive wealth of knowledge about growing plants. 
(Photo by Don Decker) 

By RODOLPHO MARTINEZ 

Agricultural Resource Department, YAN 

Major invasive weeds are starting to come up 
and it is time to implement control measures. 
Most of these plants are difficult to control be- 
cause they are prolific seed producers since sin- 
gle plants can produce thousands of seeds that 
can remain viable in the ground for more than 10 
years. 

Many of invasive weeds also reproduce 
through rhizomes which are new plants emerging 
from the roots of established plants. Although the 
plant and shallow roots do not survive the winter 
season, their deeper roots stay alive and rhizomes 
start to grow when temperature reaches at least 
60 F for more than a week. 

Rhizomes grow successfully without rainfall 
during the spring as they come from deep roots 
(more than 3 ft.) where residual moisture is suf- 
ficient for the plant to grow and produce fresh 
seeds that will germinate abundantly at the onset 
of monsoonal rains. 

Therefore, efficient weed control measures are 
based on treating these plants before they pro- 
duce fresh seeds. Mowing or herbicide applica- 
tions are optimal when done during flowering as 
plants have exhausted both carbohydrates and 
moisture storage, and they have very little chance 
to re -sprout. 

Treatment must also focus on reducing the 
amount of viable seeds already present in the soil 
from previous years which are ready to germinate 
as surface moisture becomes available. Applica- 
tion of pre- emergent herbicides on bare grounds 
is commonly used to reduce the seed bank. 

Irrigation must be applied after spraying this 
herbicide to allow spread of the chemical beyond 
the soil surface where most seeds are found. Al- 
though, remaining viable seeds and rhizomes will 
grow at the onset of monsoonal rains, their popu- 
lation will be significantly reduced if both control 
strategies are followed. 


'Aravaip a' -Apache 
country-rock band 
brings the crowds 



Aravaipa, San Carlos Apache country-rock band 
draws large crowds during performances across 
Indian country. This band can sing any type of song, 
country or rock-n-roll. However, it's the country music 
thatAravaipa fans seek out. (Courtesy photo) 


By DON DECKER 

YAN News 

You stroll inside the 
Dragon's Lounge at the 
Cliff Castle Casino in 
Camp Verde on some 
weekend and you may 
catch this six-piece coun- 
try band called Aravaipa' 
from San Carlos Apache, 
Arizona rockin' down the 
house. 

Aravaipa has an arsenal 
of country songs and the 
fans love these songs. It 
may not be the real 'John 
Fogerty' but the head 
spokesman for the band, 
Jonah May sings the songs 
just like Fogerty plus a 
good imitation of Cre- 
dence Clearwater Revival 
songs and other country 
singers. 

May also has his own 
unique style of singing 
that adds pizzaz to the 
songs. He spices up the 
songs and energizes the 
band and crowds. 

"Yeh, we're pretty pop- 
ular on the rez (San Car- 
los) and it's pretty excit- 
ing. We paclc'em in all the 
time. Old and young la- 
dies screaming for us," 
says May, smiling widely 
about their frequent gigs 
at the Apache Gold Ca- 
sino in San Carlos. The 
band members nod their 
heads in agreement. 

May says their biggest 
performance was playing 
for the inauguration of the 
San Carlos tribal chair- 
man. 

May also gives a plug 
for Gary Stewart and he 
loves to sing those songs 
that Indians love. But Ar- 
avaipa is adept to any 
genre of music except 
classical maybe. 

Emerson Brown is an- 
other member of Aravaipa 
whose has the soul and 
blues of a country singer 
and he can play the gui- 
tar very well. This night, 
he's on stage sitting on a 
tall chair while ripping out 
some soulful music har- 
monizing with May on 
one of Bob Marley's clas- 
sic songs about "two little 
birds by my doorstep. ." 

May says that Brown 
has one original tune writ- 
ten for the band which 
may be considered for a 
recording. 

May is the front-man 
obviously. Ask him if 
the Aravaipa practices 
for their public perfor- 
mances. "No!," says May 
with an emphasis. "We 
use to. But we got kids 
now in our life and it's 
hard to practice," May 
added. Aravaipa actu- 
ally sound pretty good on 
stage. 

May's brother. Elijah, 
chimes in and remembers 
4 years back when he was 
just out of high school and 
there was time for prac- 
tice. 

Dedication 

On the weekend of 
their performance at Cliff 
Castle in February, af- 
ter playing that Friday 
night at the casino, Ara- 
vaipa' got up at the crack 
of dawn and made a 210 
mile trip to Bylas, Arizona 
on the San Carlos Apache 
Reservation where they 
participated in a commu- 
nity parade mid-morning 
as they rode on a trailer 
pulled by a pick-up truck 
while playing their favor- 
ites. 


It's this type of dedica- 
tion that keeps the band 
together according to 
May. After the Bylas pa- 
rade, it was a mad dash 
back to Camp Verde that 
same Saturday late after- 
noon as they performed 
again that evening. 

Kenneth Kenton, Jr. 
is the official lead guitar 
player of Aravaipa and he 
can make the guitar riffs 
whine like a crying baby 
as Emerson Brown sings a 
somewhat tearful country 
song that gets the casino 
audience worked up. 

Kenton comes from 
a long line of traditional 
Apache medicine peo- 
ple both on his father and 
mother's side. 

Time changes every- 
thing 

Kenton recalls that 
time 4 years ago when he 
was attempting to sell his 
guitar and amp on-line in 
San Carlos to make some 
cash. "I was giving up the 
guitar, everything and Jo- 
nah (May) happen to see 
my ad," says Kenton. "He 
was happy to see my Face- 
book," added Kenton be- 
cause that by-chance 
meeting is what turned 
everything around for 
Kenton to it make it hap- 
pen for Aravaipa. "I knew 
every song they played," 
says Kenton. 

Without a lead guitar 
player, a band is pretty 
much hopeless. 

Now, they just pack up 
their equipment mostly 
on weekends and head to 
play anywhere-anytime. 
They love 'Twin Arrows 
Casino' on Navajoland 
east of Flagstaff and the 
word spreads like wild- 
fire as Navajos load up 
from miles away to trek 
down to Twin Arrows Ca- 
sino about 15 miles east of 
Flagstaff. 

"The Navajos love us," 
says May. 

May gives credit to Ed- 
ward Cassadore, another 
San Carlos Apache who is 
the band's manager and 
he does all the bookings 
which has taken the band 
to most of the casinos in 
the Phoenix area. 

Cassadore has strong 
social ties with Yavapai- 
Apache Nation as he is 
married into the Nation. 
Cassadore is also a grand 
relative of the late Phil- 
lip Cassadore, spiritual 
leader in San Carlos for 
many years. 

Other members of the 
band include Rodney Tor- 
tice of Whiteriver who 
plays the guitar and key- 
board. Tortice also plays 
for a local group in Whit- 
eriver called 'Country Im- 
age! 

Bass player is Codie 
Stringfellow of Gilson 
Wash in San Carlos and 
he knows all the bass runs 
to add the right mix to the 
guitars and voices. Matt 
McReynolds, another 
band member who was 
absent the night of this in- 
terview, is also from Whit- 
eriver. "He's all white," 
says May in a joking way. 
"But he speaks better 
Apache than us," says May 
about McReynolds who is 
originally from Portland. 

Catch up with Aravaipa 
the next time they come 
to town!! You'll definitely 
want to get out of your 
seat and shake a leg!! 
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CELEBRATE 


Doug Hyde designer 
of the Exodus sculp- 
ture for cultural cen- 
ter nominated for 
art award 



Doug Hyde stands in 
front of his bronze sculp- 
ture at the Yavapai- 
Apache Nation that fea- 
tures a man carrying 
his wife in a large bas- 
ket. This was based on 
a story that was told by 
Army Surgeon Dr. Cor- 
busier who accompanied 
the Yavapai and Apache 
on the long march to San 
Carlos beginning Febru- 
ary 26, 1875. (Photo by 
Don Decker) 

By DON DECKER 

YAN News 

The Nation is part of the 
Doug Hyde experience and 
for placing such a prestigious 
sculpture on the Nation's lands. 
No other Indian tribe in Arizona 
has a Doug Hyde sculpture in 
front of their culture center. 

Doug Hyde was nominated 
by the Nation to compete in the 
prestigious 

35th Annual Governor's Art 
Award which was held in Phoe- 
nix on March 23 and attended 
by Judie Piner, Preservation and 
Technology Center for the Na- 
tion and Robert Mills, grant co- 
ordinator for the Nation. Piner 
and Mills were instrumental in 
having Hyde design the bronze 
Exodus sculpture and find- 
ing the funds to complete the 
sculpture which now graces the 
front of the cultural center. 

Hyde came to the Yavapai- 
Apache Nation at the very be- 
ginning of 2010 when he was 
selected to design the com- 
memorative "Exodus" sculp- 
ture. 

Hyde is considered one of 
the top Indian artists today and 
many of his pieces are featured 
across Indian country where 
they grace the entrance way to 
casinos and parkways in places 
like the Aqua Caliente tribe in 
Palm Springs. The sculpture 
in front of the Yavapai-Apache 
Culture Center is no exception 
and has generated a large inter- 
est among art aficionados that 
visit the area. The sculpture fea- 
tures a man carrying his wife in 
a large basket with 2 holes cut 
in the bottom of the basket for 
the wife's legs. The bronze piece 
is based on an actual incident 
involving a Yavapai or Apache 
man who carried his wife 180 
miles to old San Carlos on Feb- 
ruary 26, 1875. 

From the onset of planning 
for the sculpture, it took 3 years 
to complete the original sculp- 
ture to be placed on the ped- 
estal at the culture center. Af- 
ter a $50,000 grant from the Ar- 
izona Endowment for the Arts 
that Robert Mills, the Nation's 
grand writer wrote, the balance 
was paid by the Nation. 

Hyde works out of his studio 
in nearby Dewey. 

There were 19 nominations 
for this award. Annie Lopez, a 
Latino artist from Phoenix was 
selected as this year's recipient 
of this prestigious award. 



Mad rush 
for the eggs 


Prigmore and child Adali- 
ah Jackson pick up more 
eggs and some of the plas- 
tic eggs had special prizes 
that were redeemed with 
the recreation department 
which put on the egg hunt. 


By DON DECKER 

YAN News 

Nations children and parents get ready Children gathered for the annual Easter Egg hunt at the Nation's base- 

forthe 'go' signal to run out to the ball field ball field. 

rr.r.r.w annc nnrcihio There were so many colored eggs and some of them had fantastic 
and gather as many eggs as possible. prize notices in them that were redeemed to the Recreation Department 

There was plenty Of eggs for the Children. for g rea t prizes. Plenty of children and plenty of eggs provided for great 
(Photo by Don Decker) fun for the Nation’s children. 

There was also a refreshments and hot dogs for the participants. 


Staff members challenged 



Social workers bond together to find solutions to 
a task which seemed improbable but was solved 
with a group consensus. ASA Director, John 
Rogers, (I), positions other members of his team 
as Delight Plunkett prepares to make her move 
across the 'moat 11 filled with lava 1 . This exercise 
taught team strategies. (Photo by Don Decker) 


Part of the workshop participants respond 
to directions from another group to the 
left who can only use verbal cues to help 
another 'blind' person taking directions for 
a specific move. (Photo by Don Decker) 


Erin Ortega from Social Service gives a 
brief overview of the various stations that 
were at the Challenge course. Wind gusts 
and cold air only allowed one station to be 
used. (Photo by Don Decker) 


By DON DECKER 

YAN News 

Several departments met 
at the Clover Leaf Ranch on 
March 23 to gain additional 
knowledge in using commu- 
nication skills to work with 
the Nation's clients in the 
various departments. 

Consisting of Social Ser- 
vice, ICWA, ASA, proba- 
tion, public defender, Well- 
ness Court, Victim Advocate 
and the prosecutor's office, 
about 15 staff members par- 
ticipated in interactive com- 
munication skills activities 
which pitted their ingenu- 
ity against complex prob- 
lem-solving activities and 
physical abilities to make 
proper decisions. 

Erin Ortega, social worker 
with the Nation organized 
the half-day workshop. Or- 
tega wanted to greatest par- 
ticipation from other cli- 
ent-based departments to 
participate in the Challenge 
Ropes Course so she con- 


B JOB ANNOUNCEMENT 


Soil Sampling Tathnlclln, Ctkrkdal* ■ AZ 
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IHD will be collecting soil samples on the Yavapai-Apache Nation 
ilarkdale Community in the near future and are looking for 
ndivi duals who are familiar with the community and the residence 
;>r the Soil Sampling Technician positions. 

or additional information contact Larry Jackson, TERO Officer, 
928) 567-1080 orC: (928) 301-9350. 


tacted lohn Rogers from the 
Alcohol Substance Abuse 
program and Victim's Advo- 
cate with Cora Lei Marquez 
and Jen Ruben, staff attorney 
to get things rolling for the 
workshop. 

The group also toured the 
Challenge Ropes Course next 
to the ranch where they ob- 
served the various stations 
used by clients to gain con- 
fidence and to dispel certain 
anxieties and fears. The par- 
ticipants took part in an ex- 
ercise standing on a horizon- 
tal telephone pole and rear- 
ranging themselves in alpha- 
betical order based on fic- 
tional animal names such as 
"horse", "tiger" and so forth 
without stepping off of the 
pole. This movement created 
a challenge of having to by- 
pass a person while they are 
standing on the pole. This 
activity was met with great 
success. 

“Since we had not been 
through the ropes course 
(some had participated 
in the past), we thought it 


would be good if we went 
through it ourselves," said 
Ortega about the hands-on 
experience they went 
through. 

Ortega said much thera- 
peutic benefits occurred at 
the ground level that day as 
it became cold and windy 
the day of the outdoor exer- 
cise. “The goal is to get par- 
ents and their children to- 
gether," added Ortega who 
sees the monumental bene- 
fits of doing an activity that 
re-establishes communica- 
tion, re-unifies families and 
instill confidence without 
having parents to feel defen- 
sive in a counseling situation 
that usually takes place in an 
office. 

Based on this, the next 
activity led to a confidence- 
building exercise inside of 
the farm's garage where par- 
ticipants stood on wooden 
pallets and each traversed 
across 3 wooden pallets 
spread apart about 6 feet us- 
ing 2 wooden planks about 
4 feet in length that were 


handed from one person to 
the other to form a bridge us- 
ing a cantilever process to 
hold up a person's weight. 
“Everyone is in their com- 
fort zone-it's to stretch out 
of your comfort zone-to 
stretch-to feel empowered," 
said Ortega. 

This was the most strenu- 
ous as the boards had to be 
handled in a certain man- 
ner without the boards dip- 
ping into the "hot lava" sur- 
rounding the "islands". Un- 
fortunately, both groups got 
"fried" from one mistake and 
the leader (Jason Stewart) in- 
sisted on having the activity 
repeated until it was done 
properly which was met with 
groans from the participants. 

Anella Plunkett from the 
Gaming Office, Joe Washing- 
ton from the Public Defend- 
er's office, Erin Ortega and 
Jason Stewart from Social 
Service led these activities as 
they are certified Challenge 
Course instructors. 



Karina Urias from the 
probation department 
of the Nation places an 
important role in placing 
the heavy board across 
to the next wood pallet 
where others are wait- 
ing to counter balance 
the boards so others can 
cross the "lava" field." 
(Photo by Don Decker) 



REVISED Y-A TRANSIT SCHEDULE 


P.N. ROUTE TO 

CLARKDALE lllll P.N. ROUTE TO CAMP VERDE 

YAN PUBLIC WORKS 
(FLEET) 

12:45 P.M. 

B0NNAHA & BEECHER 

2:45 P.M. 

YAN MEDICAL CENTER 

12:47 P.M. 

V.V. MEDICAL CENTER 

2:55 P.M. 

YAN SOCIAL SERVICES 

12:50 P.M. 

COTTONWOOD L1BRAY 

2:58 P.M. (5MINS) 

YAN ADMINISTRATION 

12:53 P.M. 

SAFEWAY 

3:08 P.M. 

WIKI WAY (BEHIND SR. 
CENTER) 

12:55 P.M. 

WAL-MART 

3:13 P.M. 

CLIEE CASTLE CASINO 

1:01 P.M. 

YAVAPAI COUNTY 
COURTHOUSE 

3:28 P.M. 

CHEVRON/SONIC 

1:05 P.M. 

CHERRY RD./TUN LI 

WAY 

3:31 P.M. 

FINNIE FLATS/CLIFF 
PARKWAY 

1:14 P.M. 

WHERE THE WATER 
FLOWS 

3:33 P.M. 

H0LL0MAN/5 th ST. 

1:16 P.M. 

TALL OLD MAN/GREY 

HAT 

3:34 P.M. 

BEAR ST. 

1:20 P.M. 

R0THER1CK /G0SWICK 

3:43 P.M. 

R0THRICK / G0SWICK 

1:25 P.M. 

BEART STREET 

3:48 P.M. 

CHERRY RD./TUN LI 

WAY 

1:30 P.M. 

H0LL0MAN/5 th ST. 

3:52 P.M. 

WHERE THE WATER 
FLOWS 

1:32 P.M. 

FINNIE FLATS/CLIFF 
PARKWAY 

3:54 P.M. 

TALL MAN/GREY HAT 

1:33 P.M. 

CLIEE CASTLE CASINO 

4:04 P.M. 

YAVAPAI COUNTY 
COURTHOUSE 

1:39 P.M. 

CHEVRON/SONIC 

4:08 P.M. 

WALMART 

1:54 P.M. 

WIKI WAY (BEHIND SR. 
CENTER) 

4:14 P.M. 

SAFEWAY 

1:59 P.M. 

YAN ADMINISTRATION 

4:16 P.M. 

COTTONWOOD LIBRARY 

2:04 P.M. (5MINS) 

YAN SOCIAL SERVICES 

4:18 P.M. 

V.V. MEDICAL CENTER 
(PATIENT ENTRANCE) 

2:13 P.M. 

YAN MEDC1AL CENTER 

4:20 P.M. 

YAVAPAI COLLEGE 

2:20 P.M. 

YAN PUBLIC WORKS 
(FLEET) 

4:22 P.M. 

BONNAHA/BEECHER 

2:30 P.M. 





REVISED V-A TRANSIT SCHEDULE 

A.N. ROUTE TO ClARKDALE lllll A.M. ROUTE TO 

CAMP VERDE 

YAN FLEET BUILDING 

8:45 A.M. 

B0NNAHA & BEECHER 

10:32 A.M. 

YAN MEDICAL CENTER 

8:47 A.M. 

VV MEDICAL CENTER 

10:41 A.M. 

YAN SOCIAL SERVICES 

8:50 A.M. 

COTTONWOOD LIBRAY 

10:45 A.M. (5MINS) 

YAN ADMINISTRATION 

8:53 A.M. 

SAFEWAY 

10:55 A.M. 

WIKI WAY (BEHIND SR. 
CENTER) 

8:55 A.M. 

WALMART 

11:01 A.M. 

CLIEE CASTLE CASINO 

9:01 A.M. 

YAVAPAI COUNTY 
COURTHOUSE 

11:16 A.M. 

CHEVRON/SONIC 

9:05 A.M. 

CHERRY RD./TUN LI 

WAY 

11:20 A.M. 

FINNIE FLAT & CLIFF 
PARKWAY 

9:14 A.M. 

WHERE THE WATER 
FLOWS 

11:22 A.M. 

H0LL0M0N/5 th ST. 

9:16 A.M. 

TALL MAN/GREY HAT 

11:23 A.M. 

BEAR STREET 

9:20 A.M. 

R0THERICK/G0SWICK 

11:32 A.M. 

R0THRICK & G0SWICK 

9:25 A.M. 

BEAR STREET 

11:37 A.M. 

CHERRY RD/TVN LI WAY 

9:30 A.M. 

H0LL0M0N/5 th ST. 

11:41 A.M. 

WHERE THE WATER 

FLOWS 

9:32 A.M. 

FINNIE FLATS/CLIFF 
PARKWAY 

11:43 A.M. 

TALL OLD MAN / GREY 

HAT 

9:33 A.M. 

CLIEE CASTLE CASINO 

11:53 A.M. 

YAVAPAI COUNTY 
COURTHOUSE 

9:38 A.M. 

CHEVRON/SONIC 

11:57 A.M. 

WAL-MART 

9:52 A.M. 

WIKI WAY (BEHIND SR. 
CENTER) 

12:03 P.M. 

SAFEWAY 

9:58 A.M. 

YAN ADMINISTRATION 

12:05 P.M. 

COTTONWOOD LIBRARY 

10:04 A.M. (5MINS) 

YAN SOCIAL SERVICES 

12:08 P.M. 

VV MEDICAL CENTER 

10:13 A.M. 

YAN MEDICAL CENTER 

12:10 P.M. 

YAVAPAI COLLEGE 

10:20 A.M. 

YAN PUBLIC WORKS 
(FLEET) 

12:12 P.M. 

B0NNAHA& BEECHER 

10:30 A.M. 







Yavapai-Apache Nation 
Symbolism of the Great Seal 


The following is the artist's concept of the symbols and colors of 
the Great Seal: 

1. Circle: In our culture it's the cycle of life, one must face 

the world as going from your home, and when life 
has been completed he returns back to his land. 


2. Feathers: In our beginning we were two distinct tribes, warring against the people coming 
into our valley, inter-marriages made our togetherness very close in relation as 
shown in the seal, as being together to the very end, as our forefathers were all 
herded to San Carlos. 


3. Crown: Symbolizes the Apache in our people, pride of being what you are. 

4. Bell Rock: Symbolizes the Yavapai in our people, it is they, who have their roots to the 

canyon and surrounding area, since time, their legends tie in the land around all 
of us. 

5. Rainbow: This symbolizes our religion, we are taught to believe in something and walk in 

this beauty of life, not to deviate from what we believe in. 

6. Colors: Yellow - symbolizes the power of pollen, divinity and perfect ceremonial control. 

Blue - symbolizes the fruitfulness of mother earth. 

White - symbolizes the purity of nature's gifts and beauty. 

Red - symbolizes the power we have within ourselves to lay down our lives for 
others as our forefathers shed their blood for us to be free. 

Orange - symbolizes the power of the sun to create and recreate with its 
radiation. 

"To be an Indian artist, one has to interpret his creations to tie into the Tribe, this makes him a 
historian of his Tribe. " — David W. Sine, Artist of the Yavapai-Apache Nation 
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Beauty builds friendships 

2016 Verde Champions Student of the 
year plans for college , future 


BY BILL HELM 
Contributing Reporter 

CAMP VERDE - It isn't 
easy being both cultural 
and modern. 

But Joel Beauty, who 
this fall will be one 
of many freshman at 
Arizona State University, 
endeavors to bridge the 
two schools of thought. 

They say that most cli- 
ches are founded at least 
in part from fact. 

For Beauty, to say 
he his following in his 
father's footsteps is espe- 
cially ironic when his 
father is leadership per- 
sonified - and so is he. 

"We have always dis- 
cussed politics around 
Joel while he was grow- 
ing up, not knowing he 
was paying close atten- 
tion,” says his father, 
Thomas Beauty, Tribal 
Council Chairman of the 


Yavapai-Apache Nation. 
“We believe he started to 
form his own opinions 
when he was in his early 
teens. At that time we 
had the feeling Joel may 
be interested in our con- 
versations and started to 
talk with him on some of 
the subjects. We noticed 
that we sometimes forget 
he is still a child and also 
other adults assume he is 
an adult because of the 
way he carries himself." 

Both Thomas Beauty 
and Joel's mother, Nadie 
Beauty, have observed 
some of their own char- 
acteristics in Joel, such 
independence, being an 
opinionated, intellectu- 
al thinker, a leader, also 
with a witty sense of 
humor 

"I've always been told 
that I am a leader,” Joel 
says. "Not just by my 


father, but also by other 
people. I'm good at lead- 
ing through action, all of 
us striving toward one 
goal.” 

His guidance coun- 
selor at Camp Vere High 
School, Jane Mathews 
describes Beauty as a 
"quiet and unassuming 
young man with a coy 
smile and a huge heart.” 

"Joel has many friends 
because he knows how 
to listen and encour- 
age,” Mathews states. 
"His ability to converse 
with and befriend others 
goes a long way in mak- 
ing others feel accept- 
ed around him. It is not 
unusual to see Joel sur- 
rounded by many friends 
because of his quiet lead- 
ership.” 

Soft spoken should not 


SEE CHAMPION PAGE 5 



Joel Beauty 


'Honor the Child" outdoor event-a success 


BY DON DECKER, 

YAN News 

To bring about an aware- 
ness of child abuse that 
occurs often across the coun- 
try, the Nation's Department 
of Social Services conduct- 
ed a community workshop/ 
event on Saturday, April 23 in 
Middle Verde at the commu- 
nity baseball field. 

According to Erin Ortega, 
social worker for the Nation, 
the event had more booths 
than last year and more orga- 
nizations were contacted 
including the Camp Verde 
Public Library who set up a 


booth to drum up more busi- 
ness for library cards and the 
Camp Verde Head Start. 

Ortega said that the event 
was to emphasize the impor- 
tance of family interaction 
and holding children in high 
esteem, “...focusing on cele- 
brating children and encour- 
aging family activities as 
a vessel to counteract child 
abuse seems to have been 
well received by those who 
came,” said Ortega. 

Ray DiQuarto, director of 
Social Services department 
said, "There was time, energy 
and much work placed into 
the planning, development, 


coordination and successful 
hosting of this event. We, at 
the department are dedicated 
to serving the Nation's peo- 
ple and are committed to our 
work for the benefit of all”. 

The outdoor event began 
with a community walk 
through the community 
past the Montessori School 
along the meandering water 
canal past the Nation's fleet 
yard and back to the base- 
ball field which took about 25 
minutes to complete. Along 
with some children and one 


SEE EVENT PAGE 2 



Candice Romero (L) assistant UNITY sponsor helps UNITY members with their bake sale 



(L) David Trujillo, Dave Schreiner (back), Darlene Rubio, Sharie 
Benson, Angie Smith Mahape, Ryan Harrison, Vincent Randall 
and J aime Valles. Chairman Thomas Beauty was unavailable due 
to a prior commitment. 



Photo of property 
looking west. 


Trailer park groundbreaking 


BY DON DECKER, 

YAN News 

Members of the tribal 
council and housing depart- 
ment personnel broke 
ground for a new 10-space 
trailer park to be constructed 
off of Mocasque Street on the 
southern edge of the Middle 
Verde residential area. 

Vincent Randall, Apache 
elder and director for Apache 
culture department offered 
the blessing for the new park. 

Blue prints shown by Ryan 
Harrison, building inspec- 


tor for the Nation, indicates 
10 spaces that measure 
10'x30' with 20' feet of sep- 
aration between the trailers 
and a 10'x20' gravel park- 
ing space for each unit. 

The trailer park is orient- 
ed east and west and a 30’ 
wide entry way allows for 
easy access to all the spaces. 

All utilities and 
sewer infrastructure will be 
incorporated. 

Construction is to begin 
in early May according to 
Harrison. 
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other adult including 
70 year old Josephine 
Sawyer , who was to 
win the 32" TV screen 
raffle later in the after- 
noon, marched along 
the dusty trail under 
the bright sun and wind 
gusts. Sawyer said that 
she had to watch her 
blood pressure during 
the long walk but she 
was determined to fin- 
ish the walk to honor 
the children for the 
day. Sawyer grew up in 
Bylas on the San Carlos 
Apache Reservation and 
moved to California in 
later years where she 
raised a family and final- 
ly, came back to the 
Yavapai-Apache Nation 
where she now resides. 
Her family name on the 
Yavapai-Apache Nation 
is Engle. 

Throughout the day, 
drawings were held for 
various prizes offered 
by the social service 
department including 
the grand prize of a 32” 
inch TV screen that was 
won by Sawyer. 

Teen Life Line was 
one of the present- 
ers at the event and 
they passed out crit- 
ical information about 
telephone contact lines 
for youths. In addition, 
the YAN police depart- 
ment, the Nation’s EPA, 
the Food Bank, Johnson 
O'Malley program for 
schools, First Things 
First, Camp Verde Head 
Start and Patty Zeid of 
Abide Maternity Homes 
Ministries. 

The U.N.I.T.Y. (United 
Native Tribal Youths) 
chapter in Middle Verde 
conducted a bake sale 
which helped their 
cause to raise funds for 
their activities in the 
community. 

The Day Care Center 
and Montesorri Schools, 


both located on the 
Nation, held a recruiting 
drive for their schools. 

The Social Service 
department had all 
of their personnel on 
board for the day as they 
handed out information 
to the public. 

During the course of 
the day, over 80 people 
came to visit the booths 
on display. 


Being aware of child 
abuse 

Ortega is very ada- 
mant about the impor- 
tance of the social ser- 
vices' role in prevent- 
ing child abuse on the 
Nation. "Child abuse 
are prevalent on YAN as 
in many stateside com- 
munities. Much of what 
we respond to is sub- 
stance abuse related. 
We get calls frequently 
for abuse and neglect,” 
she said. The role of the 
Nation's social service 
program is to also rep- 
resent the best interest 
of the child while at the 
same time encourag- 
ing parents to find solu- 
tions to problems facing 
them. “We are dedicat- 
ed to empowering fam- 
ilies to heal and over- 
come their obstacles 
and make every attempt 
to work with families to 
prevent separation of 
children from their par- 
ents,” added Ortega. 

Because the social 
workers are trained to 
intercede on behalf of 
their clients, they can 
identify problem areas 
for solutions for families. 
"(By)... creating a holis- 
tic plan with the parents 
while ensuring the safe- 
ty of the children,” said 
Ortega. 


Several organizations in Verde Valley including the Nation's governmental office set up special displays for the 
community members. 



There were plenty of handouts for the workshop participants. 



Josephine Sawyer, Apache elder won the 32" TV 
screen that was raffled off 




Community youth ask important questions to the presenters during the day 



Young family take some time out from the event during 
lunch time. 



Miss Y-A Princess, Jyane Medina, granddaughter of 
Suzette Dawdy, takes advantage of a donated umbrella 
that is as big as her! 


Nation has new trauma counselor 


BY DON DECKER, 

YAN News 

Sharmeen Qudrot 
M.S., Ed.S. is the new 
domestic violence coun- 
selor for the Nation. 

Qudrot is a licensed 
professional counselor 
(LPC) in private prac- 
tice with several uni- 
versity credentials. 
From the University of 
Florida, she received a 
B.S. in Psychology and 
2 Masters of Science 
degrees in coun- 
seling from Florida 
State University in 
Tallahassee. 

Qudrot grew up in 


Florida and headed west 
to continue her profes- 
sional endeavors as a 
counselor. 

Her parents are orig- 
inally from Bangladesh 
and immigrated to the 
United States. 

“For the past 9 years, 
I've been working most- 
ly with women and chil- 
dren and some men, all 
in the areas of domes- 
tic violence, trauma and 
sexual assault,” she said. 

More recently, Qudrot 
was employed with 
Spectrum-Verde Valley 
Guidance Clinic for the 
past 2 years. “Before 


that, I worked in Florida 
and lived there my 
whole life,” she added. 

“So, this is my dream 
contract and I’ve always 
wanted to work with the 
Yavapai-Apache Nation,” 
said Qudrot with a 
smile. 

Qudrot's connections 
to the Native American 
world goes far back. 

“When I was young, 
I became very inter- 
ested in the Chirachua 
Apache Tribe (and), 
their history, what they 
went through with the 
U.S. Government and 
that got me learning 


about the indigenous 
people, their battles, 
the systematic break- 
down...” said Qudrot. 
“The work is so sacred 
to me” 

Qudrot feels comfort- 
able in her new role for 
the Nation and said that 
her model for counsel- 
ing takes into consider- 
ation the important ele- 
ments of Native culture. 

"Spirituality and tra- 
ditions — that is a big 
part of healing. That is 
your heart and soul. So, 
you are healing your 
mind and soul and 
body,” she said. "I really 


try to bring about self- 
love, self-respect and 
empowerment in the 
counseling (process). 
"You're not just learning 
those skills, but learning 
to love yourself and (to) 
love others” 

Qudrot conducts 
individual counsel- 
ing, group counseling 
and program develop- 
ment to refine the deliv- 
ery strategies for her 
counseling program. 
Confidentiality and trust 
are of utmost impor- 
tance to her when she 
works with a client. 

Presently, Qudrot has 



a caseload of about 30 
people. "That's pretty 
good for right now,” she 
said. 

Qudrot’s office is 
located at the Nation's 
Social Service building 
in Middle Verde. 

Qudrot can be con- 
tacted at 928-821-4790 
for appointments. 





Gah'nahvah / YaTi' 


May 2016-3 


PEOPLE IN THE NEWS 

Hopi and Yavapai roots makes for good art 



“Marvin shows one of his prized art pieces that was sold during the Earth Day festivities” Photo by Don Decker 


BY DON DECKER, 

YAN News 

It took some 40 years 
for Marvin Honwytewa 
to decide to return to his 
Yavapai roots in Middle 
Verde. Today, he likes to 
point out that he came 
back " exactly one year 
from last May of 2015” 

His father was the late 
Louis Honwytewa, Sr. 
of Hopiland who mar- 
ried a Marion Whagado, 
a Yavapai from Middle 
Verde over a half centu- 
ry ago. 

Young Honwytewa 
acquired 6 sisters and 
2 other brothers, Jerry 
Whagado and the late 
Louis Honwytewa, Jr. 

Honwytewa grew 
up in Shungapovi on 
Second Mesa-Hopi and 
it is from here that one 
can see the holy moun- 
tains of the kachinas 
some 90 miles to the 
west in Flagstaff. It is in 
this village where all of 
the sacred ceremonies 
are held in the plaza 
and kivas throughout 
the year. Honwytewa 
is steeped in his Hopi 
roots because Hopi is 
the place where he has 
spent most of his life 
although he shares the 
Yavapai blood on his 
mother’s side. 

Honwytewa’s father 
was a kachina doll carv- 
er and a painter and he 
credits his father for all 
that he has learned with 


his art endeavors. 

Honwytewa took a 
basic drawing class in 
1997 at Yavapai College 
in Cottonwood and that 
was the extent of his for- 
mal art training besides 
what he learned from 
his Hopi father. 

One year ago last 
May, Honwytewa 
packed his belong- 
ings in Shungapovi 
and moved to Middle 
Verde-Yavapai-Apache 
Nation where he makes 
his new home replete 
with wall decorations of 
Hopi baskets and other 
special objects careful- 
ly placed on his living 
room walls. He is con- 
tent with his artwork 
and today he is sitting 
inside of his studio in 
one of the bedrooms 
facing the east. 

For now, he is con- 
centrating on painting 
ceramic plates accen- 
tuated with traditional 
Hopi designs. 

This is Honwytewa's 
speciality-taking tra- 
ditional Hopi motifs 
and painting them on 
ceramic plates that he 
finds at thrift shops. 

" I don't paint on 
paper. I paint on other 
substances such as 
flagstones, wood- 
en bowls and pot- 
tery,” said Honwytewa. 
Interestingly, this day, 
he is contemplating his 
design layout for a ceil- 
ing fan he has to paint 


for a Middle Verde resi- 
dent. 

His trademark are the 
painted plates that are 
decorated with exqui- 
site Hopi symbols fea- 
turing 2 perfect hands 
with a yellow and sky- 
blue color hand prints 
filled with tiny squig- 
gly lines, dots, wavy 
lines, triangular shapes, 
checker board patterns, 


diagonal lines and 
other symbols that may 
have a special meaning 
for Honwytewa. These 
plates have caught the 
attention of buyers 
who came to the mesas 
where Honwytewa lived 
until last year. 

Honwytewa has 
revived his art plate 
designs here in Middle 
Verde. It's Hopi symbol- 


ism on the plates that 
“signifies prayer hands 
", and then there's the 
easily recognized spiral 
lines that are often seen 
on rock art which rep- 
resents "spider moth- 
er-the endless cycle”, 
says Honwytewa. 

On the plate, there are 
over 60 other different 
designs that Honwytewa 
has painted and each 


of these symbols has a 
special meaning in the 
Hopi way. 

Honwytewa is com- 
mitted to carrying on 
the traditions of his 
Hopi father and his 
Yavapai roots contin- 
ue to play an important 
role in his life. 


Reno-Sparks Tribal Health Center Under New Leadership: YAN's mental health specialist works 
Andrea Johnson-Harper, YAN member with Nevada tribes in Reno 



BY STACEY M0NT00TH, 
Community information officer 
Reno-Sparks Indian community 

Reno, Nev. - Andrea 
Johnson-Harper, has 
recently been named 
the director of the Reno- 
Sparks Tribal Health 
Center (RSTHC) at the 
Reno-Sparks Indian 
Colony (RSIC). 

Johnson-Harper, a 
member of the Yavapai- 
Apache Nation in 
Camp Verde, Arizona, 
and raised in Las 
Vegas, brings over a 
decade of experience 
in health care to this 
important post at the 
Colony. Most recent- 
ly, Johnson-Harper 
led the healthcare 
efforts for two Paiute 
tribes in Southern 
Nevada. “Growing up 
in Indian Country, I 
know the importance 
of healthcare and the 
effects it can have on so 
many,” Johnson-Harper 
said. "I am happy to be 
back in Reno and I am 
glad to be working for a 
compact tribe.” 

Johnson-Harper, 
who graduated from 
Haskell Indian Nations 
University and attended 
UNLV, began her health 
center directorship at 
the Las Vegas Paiute 
Tribe and Moapa Band 
of Paiutes with a hand- 
ful of staff and conclud- 
ed her service super- 
vising 85 people. “In 
just about 13-years, we 
went from a single-wide 
trailer to a custom con- 
structed facility which 
served over 6,000 peo- 


ple,” Johnson-Harper 
said. 

RSIC Chairman Arlan 
D. Melendez believes 
that Johnson-Harper's 
experience working 
with Native American 
community health care 
programs will be benefi- 
cial for the RSTHC. 

"We look forward to 
Andrea overseeing our 
health center as we con- 
tinue to expand services 
for our community and 
create partnerships for 
more specialty care,” 
Melendez said. 

Since opening its 
65,000-square-foot facil- 
ity in 2008, the RSTHC 
is staffed by over 150 
people. Patient services 
include: prevent med- 
ical care, geriatrics, 
podiatry, ophthalmol- 
ogy, physical therapy, 
diabetes treatment and 
awareness, women’s 
health, psychiatry, den- 
tistry, audiology, phar- 
maceutical, and sub- 
stance abuse counsel- 
ing. 

In 2013, the RSTHC 
recorded over 18,000 
patient encounters 
ranging from a simple 
check-up to chronic 
and acute conditions, or 
pre-natal visits, to name 
just a few. 

"I know the health 
care issues in Nevada, 
Arizona, and California 
so I have always main- 
tained a good working 
relationship with IHS 
and state healthcare 
agencies,” Johnson- 
Harper said. “However, 
I look forward to height- 
ening levels of care and 


improve services right 
here in this community.” 

Married for 26-years 
to husband Don Harper, 
a member of Cherokee 
Nation and geogra- 
pher for the US Fish & 
Wildlife Services in 
Las Vegas, the cou- 
ple has a son, Andrew 
Wathogoma, a stu- 
dent at Haskell Indian 
Nations University in 
Lawrence, Kansas., and 
a daughter, Amanda 
Wathogoma, a student 
at Durango High in 
Las Vegas, along with 3 
additional grown chil- 
dren. 

****** 

ABOUT THE COLONY: 

The RSIC in Reno- 
Sparks, Nevada, was 


established in the early 
1900's and formed 
a federally recog- 
nized government in 
1934 under the Indian 
Reorganization Act. 
The RSIC consists of 
over 1,100 members 
from three Great Basin 
Tribes - the Paiute, 
the Shoshone, and the 
Washoe and provides 
essential services to 
over 7,000 Natives. 

(Andrea Johnson- 
Harper was former med- 
ical director for Yavapai- 
Apache Nation* editor: 
Don Decker, Ganavah/ 
Yati Newspaper- 
Yavapai-Apache Nation ) 


BY DON DECKER, 

YAN News 

(an interview with 
Veronica Dominques- 
Gephart-Yavapai- 
Apache Nation member) 

1. What school did 
you attend for higher 
education? 

I completed my 
undergraduate degree at 
Sonoma State University 
with a major in 
American Multicultural 
Studies and a minor 
in Native American 
Studies; completed a 
Master's of Arts at the 
University of Nevada- 
Reno in Counseling 
and Educational 
Psychology with a spe- 
cialty in Marriage and 
Family Therapy and 
Community Counseling 
with a minor in 
Addiction Counseling 
Services. I am current- 
ly a Licensed Clinical 
Professional Counselor 
and I moved here to 
Reno, Nevada in 2000. 

2. Your last big time 
employment? 

I worked for the 
Pyramid Lake Paiute 
Tribal Health Center 
for 8 years in their 
Behavioral Health 
Department where I 
provided counseling/ 
therapy services for 
many tribal members of 
all ages while incorpo- 
rating outreach for sui- 
cide prevention. 

3. Children? 

I have 2 children ages 
11, Carson Gephart who 
is special needs with 



Veronica of Yavapai- 
Apache Nation continues 
to work with the Pauite/ 
Washoe/Shoshone tribes 
in Reno, Nevada as a 
mental health specialist. 

Courtesy photo 

Autism and Connor 
Gephart, 14, who enjoys 
the Native American 
sport Lacrosse. 

4. How do you like 
your work there? 

I enjoy an old tradi- 
tion (telling stories) that 
has been utilized in our 
culture for many years 
that is identified today 
as mental health coun- 
seling; I enjoy watching 
those who have trust- 
ed me with their stories 
become amazing indi- 
viduals and contribu- 
tors in strengthening 
Native American culture 
through their own heal- 
ing. Most importantly, 
I enjoy going to work 
every day and besides 


SEE SPECIALIST PAGE 6 
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Editorial: Your Input is Needed 


We, as the Constitution Committee, have been 
granted the taske and opportunity to work on and 
present to the Members of the Yavapai-Apache 
Nation Tribal Consitution. 

During our business working sessions it is our 
responsibility to listen to the concerns of Tribal 
Members and are actively taking their recommen- 
dations under advisement in regards to our pro- 
posed reevisions to the Tribal Constitution. 

As a commmittee we are in agreement that each 
Tribal member has their own opinion as to how the 


Tribal Consitution should be stated, based upon 
their priorities. We apologize that our response 
cannot meet the satisfaction of every Tribal 
Member, however once all of the sections of the 
Tribal Constitution have been worked on by our 
committee, it is our goal to present the suggested 
changes in a public meeting, we cannot promise 
or guarantee each and every Tribal member would 
approve based upon their own concerns and agen- 
das. 

We welcome everyone to attend our meetings, as 


it is important to hear your thoughts and solutions 
to revising the Tribal Constitution. While we under- 
stand this cannot be changed overnight, we strive 
to continue working to create a positive change. 

Special thanks 
from Department of 
Social Services 


Letter to the Editor 


Dear editor: 

The mtg seemed like a 
waste of time. 

It began by linda 
evans informing the 
Committee (in such a 
serious voice) about what 
a long process it would 
be to make changes to 
the constitution. 

She made it sound like 
such a long and hard 
process that it actually 
sounded discouraging 
to even attempt it. 

The person (i missed 
getting her name), who 
appeared to be the 
"leader" of the commit- 
tee - director, chairper- 
son, whatever her tide... 
kept giving long-winded 
rhetoric going nowhere 
- just keeping things 
on a middle ground - 
agreeing with those that 
spoke their views and 


yet, not really willing to 
take action to revise the 
constitution. 

This update of the 
tribal constitution is 
long overdue, but these 
people on this commit- 
tee did not seem to care 
if changes were going 
to be made or not - that 
was how it appeared to 
me anyway. 

They should have 
been taking action and 
saying they were there 
to make much needed 
changes, but no, noth- 
ing, hardly. Some just 
sat and stared emptily 
or listened to whomev- 
er did have something 
to offer, which wasn't 
really that much. My 
brother carl and I gave 
our input, and don also 
gave them what was a 
lengthy contribution 


that, in part, backed 
up what i had previ- 
ously said, but nobody 
responded - agreed, dis- 
agreed, whatever. 

They just all sat there 
quietly, waiting for an 
adjournment, so they 
could leave, i guess. 

And, that was the end 
of the session cover- 
ing Membership - get- 
ting nowhere, nothing 
got done, resolved. The 
"leader" said that all that 
was said in this meeting 
would go to the council 
next. 

(Although i didn't notice 
anyone taking notes or the 
minutes of the mtg). 

Next mtg covers the 
next section of the con- 
stitution. 

All for now, 

Genevieve Stacey- 
Wright 


Public 

Notice 

Constitutional 
Committee Meetings 

Tuesday, May 3, 2016 
6PM 

Agenda: Article II - 
Membership 

Constituion 
Community Meeting 
Saturday, May 14, 2016 
10 AM 

Tribal Council 
Chambers 

Everyone is 
Welcome! 


DISTANT DRUM GETS 5 STARS 
for Denise Montijo- Manager! 


BY DON DECKER, 

YAN News 

I want to tell you how wonderful 
the staff is.. All of the employees have 
been very accommodating.. We 
have had the best stay here in the 
park. 

The manager Denise (Montijo) is 
the best. If you have a problem she is 


right on top of it. The get-togethers 
for the RV residents are fabulous. The 
park it so clean & tidy, you can tell the 
workers take pride in what they do. 
Please know what a pleasure it has 
been staying here.. 

Thank You 

Dennis & Sherry Hulbert 



Denise Montijo, the new 

manager of the Distant 
Drum, was complimented 
when an email was sent 
to the Nation's office. 


There was time, energy and much work placed 
into the planning, development, coordination 
and successful hosting of this past Saturday’s 
April 23 event “Honor The Child” held at the 
Nation’s Heritage Park. We. at The Department 
of Social Services are dedicated to serving the 
Nation's people, and we are committed to our 
work for the benefit of all. 

There are many people who contributed to 
the event that made it a great success. I wanted 
to express my sincere thanks and gratitude to 
the Nation's Department of Social Services Staff, 
Public Relations, Police Department, Recreation 
Department, Housing Department, Montessori 
School, Department of Environmental 
Protection, Community Health Representatives, 
UNITY, Food Bank, Day Care, Administration, 
Johnson O’Malley Program, Public Works, and to 
the YAN Finance Department. 

We also had vendors who attended the event 
that we value and will coordinate with to bring 
improved services availability to the Nation. 
Special thanks and gratitude go out to: Caitlin 
Timmerman of Teen Lifeline; Jana Truman of AZ 
First Things First, Our Camp Verde Librarians, 
Violet (Shine) Diaz of Camp Verde Head Start, 
and to Patty Zeid of Abide Maternity Homes 
Ministries. 

A very special thank you to the YAN Culture 
Department for providing assistance and plan- 
ning for the “Honor The Child Event.” And for 
providing the translation needed in the Yavapai- 
Apache Languages that were used in the design 
and logo printed on the t-shirts worn at the 
event. 

Thank you to everyone that contributed, and 
Thank you to the Nation's people for supporting 
the event by participating. 

Sincerely, 

Ray DiQuarto, Director of Social Services/YAN 


Green thumb produces great veggies! 



Sam visits one of the 2 goats that he keeps in a pen on his “farm”. He also has 
about 8 chickens next to the goat pen. 


BY DON DECKER, 

YAN News 

You can find Sam Plunkett in the 
garden in Middle Verde if he isn't 
cooking up the latest Hawaiian b-b-q 
at his stand below the casino on the 
rez. 

It’s early April and he's pacing the 
small garden patch about the size 
of 2 volleyball courts bending down 
checking on some plants that are 
making good headway. 

Plunkett is married to Delores 
(Johnson) and they make their home 
in Middle Verde about 1 mile from the 
garden patch. 

“It's too early for tomatoes,” he says. 
By mid-May, the tomatoes should 
be making a nice headway for a 
mid-summer harvest. Plunkett credits 
his grandpa for teaching him every- 
thing about planting and maintaining 
a garden. Afterall, Plunkett was raised 
a traditional Hawaiian in Maui and he 
brings that special Hawaiian knowl- 
edge with him to Middle Verde as a 
master gardener. 

“It's better if you grow your own 
crops and don't rely on the market. 
When you go to those places— what 
kind of chemical fertilizer are they 
using?,” he asks as he explain that his 
veggies are all organic since he uses 
chicken manure as a fertilizer. 

The chicken fertilizer comes from 
the nearby chicken coop where sev- 
eral chickens walk freely in a large 
enclosed area. “They're called Black 
Australians-very expensive-about 
$5.75 per chick,” say Plunkett. 
“These chickens like to scratch,” he 
adds as he talks about going down 
to his suppliers at Verde Hay Market 
in Cottonwood to buy the corn- oats 


mixture in 50 lb.bags that his chickens 
love. 

He talks of the special brown and 
creme colored eggs that the hens lay 
almost daily and he treats them like 
gold. “You have to get them right 
away and if the hen sits on them for 
a month, they get blood in them and 
they're no good to eat,” he emphasiz- 
es. 

Over on the end of his garden, he 
has a hay pile that is mixed with ashes 
which Plunkett considers to be excel- 
lent fertilizer. “It has a lot of iron in it 
and good for the soil. The nitrogen 
helps crops to grow,” he says, Plunkett 
could have his own national TV gar- 
den show since he knows the full 
operations of growing crops. 

Nothing is left to chance. 

“To keep bugs off, you use laun- 


dry detergent and dish water soap 
and spray it on top,” Plunkett recom- 
mends. 

For ants, spread some coffee grinds 
around the plants on the ground. 

He is full of ideas. “The coffee 
grinds keeps the red ants and stink 
bugs away who will start eating the 
stems and leaves and down into the 
roots” 

Plunkett is looking at a nearby gar- 
den and says that row planting is old 
school and outmoded. In his garden, 
Plunkett has a pond system that has 
small piles of dirt on the edges of the 
garden to hold back the water. There 
are about 4 pods of these garden 
patches which is individually filled up 
to really give the ground a good soak- 
ing says Plunkett. “In Hawaii, you 


have moisture that keeps the plant 
watered, keeps it wet and makes the 
plant grow” 

But this is Arizona and arid farm- 
ing depends on a large abundance 
of water due to rapid evaporation. 
However, the water Plunkett uses is 
from the Verde River- a never ending 
supply of water for his garden. 

Plunkett's eyes gets bigger as he is 
now thinking of the planting of water- 
melons, squash, garlic, egg plants and 
tomatoes. 

“They told me ochre is good too. 
You can boil it or you can roast it,” he 
says. 

Plunkett recalls 16 years back when 
his wife, Delores wanted to plant 
gourds and native vegetables. The 
first inclination by another farmer in 
the area was to help with his wife's 
garden by planting in rows and tilling 
the garden area up including all of the 
weeds which went right back into the 
ground. 

“You clean the weeds out first. 
Clean as much as you can from the 
soil and after that, you can then plow 
and plant,” says Plunkett. 

Plunkett plants in different places 
making sure the watermelons aren’t 
close to the squash and fruits aren't 
close to the mixed vegetables. It’s 
crop rotation also for the following 
year where the squash are moved and 
maybe the onions are skipped for a 
year. 

“You feel better when you grow 
(crops). The rewarding thing is, the 
food taste better. You work it with 
your hands, you gotta baby it,” says 
Plunkett. 

“Those are the tricks of the trade,” 
Plunkett finally says. 
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Montessori goes to Africa 


BY LETICIA ANCIRA, 

Director for Montesorri School 

The children, parents and our staff 
of the Montessori look forward to 
our annual fieldtrip to Out of Africa. 
There are three main reasons why 
we take an annual field trip to Out 
of Africa. First, all three classrooms 
study the continent of Africa during 
the academic year and one of the 
highlights of Africa is the beautiful 
mammals that live there. The field 
trip gives the children the opportu- 
nity to see these animals in person 
and learn more about them. 

The children are always impressed 
when they first see the giraffes and 
how tall they are. They enjoy being 
able to get close to the giraffes and 
feed them during the Safari tour 
because giraffes do not have any 
teeth however zebras are there also 
but the children are not able to feed 


them because they do have strong 
teeth. The second main reason is to 
teach awareness to the children and 
to teach them to care and protect all 
animals. The children learn specific 
information and the names of many 
of the animals that live there. This 
gives all of us a more personal con- 
nection to the animals. For instance, 
this year we were looking forward 
to visiting Lazarus, the lion that had 
a black mane but learned that he 
passed away and we were sad to hear 
that. We have become familiar with 
some of the animals. Lastly, and the 
main reason why we like to go is par- 
ent involvement. Every year we have 
an overwhelming amount of parent 
and family support for this field trip. 
We understand how important it is 
for children to have good positive 
experiences with their family and this 
is a great opportunity to create lasting 
memories. 



Montesorri students get a first-hand view of Zebras at the Out of Africa Zoo in 
Camp Verde during a field trip. 


Mingus Union High School and Clarkdale-Jerome 
Elementary School students receive achievement certificates 



BY DON DECKER, 

YAN News 

The Nation's council 
recognized student aca- 
demic, attendance and 
sports achievement in 
the council chambers 
during a council meet- 
ing on April 21. 

Counselors Shelley 


Kitchen from Mingus 
Union High School and 
Rachel Jackson, coun- 
selor for the Clarkdale 
Elementary School 
awarded certificates of 
achievement. 

In addition to the 
certificates, the coun- 
cil gave each student a 
movie pass. 


Students with the red certificates are from Mingus 
Union High School. students show their awards. 


Clarkdale-J erome Elementary stand with Rachel J ackson, J OM tutorfrom the school. 


Adam Hines from Yavapai-Apache 
Nation takes kickboxing championship 


BY DON DECKER, 

YAN News 

Clifford Larson, coach 
of Adam, said that 
Adam Hines won the 
U.S. Muay Thai Open 
Tournament in Phoenix 
on April 24. 

Hines continued from 
his Saturday fight onto 
to Sunday where he 
finally clinched the title 
as Champion in his fight 
category. 

Hines attends the 
Camp Verde Middle 
School as a 7th grader 
and is the son of Dawn 
Beauty and Arvel Hines 


of Yavapai-Apache 
Nation. 

Shayla Murdock of 
Camp Verde, another 
kickboxing trainee with 
Larson, also compet- 
ed in the tournament 
and performed at her 
optimum according to 
Larson. 

Larson says Murdock 
was eliminated due 
to competing with an 
experienced fighter who 
had 11 wins in the past. 

The local kicking box- 
ing team has plans to 
continue on into Iowa 
this summer according 
to Larson. 



Adam Hines and Shayla Murdock in front of the Lar- 
son's Boxing studio in Camp Verde Tuesday eve. 


CHAMPION 
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be confused with pas- 
sive. For Beauty, often- 
times it means he has 
things on his mind. 

“Joel is a very deep 
thinker about life,” says 
Dan Wall, Beauty's math 
teacher. “He likes to go 
through the process of 
thinking. And he's able 
to articulate where he's 
coming from, which 
allows him to have deep 
conversation with stu- 
dents and staff.” 

Beauty, this year’s 
2016 Verde Champions 
Student of the Year, is 
planning for both his 
college and professional 
careers. Beauty says he 
plans to study political 
science and business at 
ASU, and hopes to then 
study law. Though poli- 


tics, particularly Native 
American politics are 
important to him, 
Beauty wants to focus 
on the Native American 
civil rights as American 
citizens. 

“Pops is more or less 
Native American poli- 
tics, he says of his father. 
“For me, I do sup- 
port Native Americans 
but it's more about 
Americans. Not all 
Native Americans claim 
to be Americans in gen- 
eral. They know that 
they are dual citizens, 
but they don’t claim it.” 

Beauty says his father 
has been “a huge role 
model” in his life. 

“He's done a lot, not 
just on a local level, but 
a national level, attend- 
ing national events. 
It's heartwarming. The 
man went from noth- 
ing to something. He's 


a big-hearted person. 
He does it because he 
knows it is right." 

Though Beauty sees 
the similarities between 
him and his father, he 
also is tuned into the 
things he and his moth- 
er share. Such as the 
way they work. 

“Our work ethic is 
the same,” Beauty says 
about him and his 
mother Nadie. “She's 
very quiet. All work. 
She's like that worker 
bee.” 

In many way, Beauty 
is also a worker bee. 
Besides maintaining a 
3.3 GPA, his high school 
career has included 
involvement in var- 
sity golf, The Native 
American Club, Student 
Council, U.N.I.T.Y. 
Program, Generation 
Indigenous and Rez 
Kids for a Positive 


Change. Mathews calls 
Beauty's communi- 
ty service schedule 
“remarkable.” 

“In each of these 
areas, he has learned 
cooperation, prob- 
lem solving skills and 
creativity in a unique 
capacity outside of the 
school atmosphere,” she 
says. 

Beauty strives to build 
friendships both on a 
personal and profes- 
sional level. 

"I'm really good at 
making everybody com- 
fortable, being the glue 
in connecting every- 
body, letting everybody 
be themselves,” Beauty 
says. "It’s not hard. 
People are people.” 

(Bill Helm is staff 
reporter of the Camp 
Verde Bugle) 
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Methods of Tomorrow, Helping your Business Today 


BY EDWIN HAZELWOOD JR., 
EDA Intern 

The Yavapai-Apache 
Nation’s Economic 
Development Authority 
(EDA) with a partner- 
ship through Yavapai 
College's Small Business 
Development Center 
(SBDC) and Northern 
Arizona University’s 
Center for American 
Indian Economic 
Development (CAIED), 
have arranged a series 
of classes geared 
towards entrepreneur- 
ship training. 

The entrepreneurship 
program has been a 
core part of EDA's year- 
ly activities because of 
the belief of inspiring 
business owners and 
providing them with 
the tools to succeed. In 
2016, EDA decided to 
divert from the normal 
training courses and 


offer a new approach 
for business develop- 
ment. These courses are 
a fresh take on entre- 
preneurship training 
compared to the previ- 
ously offered classes in 
that they are technology 
based for new innova- 
tive ideas for promot- 
ing and starting busi- 
nesses. The intent of 
these classes is to teach 
entrepreneurs the ben- 
efits social media can 
have on a business and 
its development. The 
classes are current- 
ly being taught once a 
month running from 
March-July in the Tribal 
Council Chambers and 
are open to everyone. 

The first session 
titled, "Facebook 1.0 
Basic of Establishing 
your Business Page',' was 
the introductory session 
into the world of social 
media through the pop- 


ular social media inter- 
face called Facebook. 
There were twelve par- 
ticipants for the March 
29th class which includ- 
ed both tribal and non- 
tribal citizens. The ses- 
sion began with the 
basics on how to start a 
page for your business. 

First, one needs to 
establish a personal 
page that should be set 
to the highest privacy 
settings available. This 
will then enable the per- 
son to link a social page 
within Facebook to the 
personal account for all 
their business promot- 
ing needs. A person's 
business page gains 
reputation through a 
system called ‘Tikes”. 
This enables anyone on 
Facebook with a per- 
sonal page to follow 
any posts or advertis- 
ing done by the busi- 
ness. This can also be 


expanded by the “share” 
button that allows a per- 
sonal page to spread 
information that person 
enjoys with their fellow 
friends so that a larger 
audience can get expo- 
sure to the product, thus 
growing the businesses 
customer base. 

Social media such as 
Facebook can enable a 
small business entre- 
preneur to advertise 
and sell their products 
with individuals all 
over the world. It pro- 
motes their product to 
people in a fast, con- 
venient, and easy way. 
A business that is con- 
sidering expanding or 
developing customer 
base needs to be wary 
of social media and its 
effects on the business 
world. 

“Getting on Google's 
Page 1” was the second 
course of the techno- 


logically based train- 
ings held on April 12th. 
There were about ten 
participants at the les- 
son. During the course, 
the importance of hav- 
ing a website and social 
media outlet were heav- 
ily spoken about. They 
are both used as a bal- 
ancing act for clients or 
potential clients to find 
the entrepreneurs busi- 
ness and using those 
tools properly are the 
key to being on search 
page one. To use both 
in a proper manner, the 
business owner needs 
to produce exciting, 
unique, and original 
content that clients may 
be interested in. Google 
takes the content creat- 
ed and rates it on key- 
words, popularity of 
terms, and usage; which 
all contribute to the 
business owner's web- 
site ranking on Google's 


search engine and 
determines whether or 
not they will be placed 
on page 1. 

The next class, 
“Fearless Facebook” 
will be held on May 10th 
at the Tribal Council 
Chambers from 5:30- 
7:00pm and is open to 
everyone. Please come 
and attend to take 
advantage of this free 
learning opportunity 
in order to either help 
create or advance your 
business ideas. EDA 
along with Yavapai 
College's SBDC and 
NAU CAIED look for- 
ward to seeing you at 
the next session! 

Editor's note: Edwin 
Hazelwood , Jr. works 
with Buddy Rocha, 
Jr. in the Economic 
Development office in 
Camp Verde. 


Herbal plants ready for collection 



BY DON DECKER, 

YAN News 

"Spring into gather- 
ing-nature's at its best." 
says Darlene Rubio who 
is Vice Chairwoman 
of Yavapai-Apache 
Nation. Rubio springs 
into action each spring 
as she goes into the 
mountains with her 
aunt Elizabeth Rocha, 
Apache elder and lan- 
guage specialist, to col- 
lect various types of 
foods and herbs for cur- 
ing. 

Rubio says she uncov- 
ered a grove of natural 
herbs near the Tuzigoot 
Bridge in upper Verde 
Valley near the town of 
Clarkdale this weekend. 

Watercress grows 
along streams and is 
high in iron, calcium 
and folic acid and offers 
a peppery taste for salad 
mixes. 

Another plant found 
in the same location is 
the Arnica plant. Arnica 
is excellent for muscle 
aches and can be used 
for antiseptic to heal 
wounds. Arnica can 


also be found in local 
health food stores and 
comes in a "roll-on" 
container. 

Once you get past the 
awful stinging sensa- 
tion, the Arnica "springs 
into action" and takes 
the aching and swell- 
ing away. This was a 
one -time application. 
Baseball pitchers love 
Arnica and it beats Ben- 

gay. 

The mountain red 
berries is a favorite 
among Yavapai and 


Apaches that can be 
made into 'Kool-ade". 
There's a whole process 
involved that the cul- 
ture center can teach 
you if you give them a 
visit sometime. For now, 
you can start hunting for 
patches of the red ber- 
ries and they should 
be ready in about 2-3 
weeks. Enjoy what 
mother nature offers! 

Watch out for little 
critters as you go hiking. 


SPECIALIST 
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others who too have 
committed themselves 
to helping tribal individ- 
uals and families. 


5. When did you get 
on board there? 

I began my employ- 
ment with RSIC Tribal 
Health Center in 2005 
as a student-intern for 
a few years and then 
returned in September 
2013 as a part-time 
mental health counselor 
and then was promoted 
to the Behavioral Health 
Division Manager in 
May 2014. 

6. What's the big- 
gest hurdle in get- 
ting health service to 
Indian communities? 

Breaking the stigma of 
mental health counsel- 
ing that it is NOT only 
for the severely mental- 


ly ill or “crisis/suicide” 
situations, but can be 
utilized for preventative 
measures for everyday 
problems regarding 
relationships, family, 
employment, and med- 
ical/health disparities to 
name a few. 

8. And to correct 
this problem, if any? 

Acquiring more Native 
American clinicians and 
professionals in Public 
Health who understand 
the challenges and 
strengths of tribal fam- 
ilies and communities 
and training non-na- 
tive clinicians and pro- 
fessionals on cultural 
competency on learning 
how to avoid stereotyp- 
ing of Native Americans 
and how to talk and 
respect the “culture” 
within each tribal com- 
munity. 

9. Special thanks? 

Most of all, I want to 


thank the YAN Tribe 
for providing the edu- 
cational scholarships 
necessary for me to 
successfully complete 
and accomplish an 
extremely challenging 
and rewarding path. My 
goal from day one of my 
education was to work 
specifically for trib- 
al communities and 
because of my accom- 
plishments with my 
educational goals and 
objectives, I was pre- 
pared to face the biggest 
challenge of all in learn- 
ing how to balance my 
educational and cultur- 
al knowledge with those 
who have chosen and 
continue to utilize my 
services. Thank you to 
all my relations 



Photos by Darlene Rubio. 



Rebe Franco (I) with enTouch representative, J enna Lee discuss how to operate 
the new phone. Apache elder, Stanley J ackson in the background, awaits his turn. 


YAN resident get upgrade on their flip-out phones 


BY DON DECKER, 

YAN News 

A representative from 
enTouch phone was 
doing a brisk business 
recently in mid-April 
signing up people for 
a "no-strings attached" 
free iPhone in Middle 
Verde at the Social 
Service building. 

Jenna Lee, enTouch 
representative, had 
been traveling Indian 
country exclusively 
signing up new phone 
owners. 

Lee said her first con- 
tact with Indian people 
was in Choctaw country 


in Mississippi and then 
into Arizona in Window 
Rock and Winslow. 

The enTouch phone 
free -phone attract- 
ed over 50 new owners 
from the Nation. 

The only require- 
ment was that new 
phone owners would 
show some documenta- 
tion that they were low 
income with verification 
of either food stamps, 
AHCCSS, SSI or low rent 
documentation. 

The phones are #4 
refurbished iPhone 
with 1,000 minutes 
per month. Additional 


minutes can be bought 
including data package 
for a set amount each 
month. The phones 
are almost new with no 
scratches said Lee. 

Lee said the idea 
behind the free phone 
campaign sponsored 
by the government is to 
give people easy access 
to emergency and job 
search opportunities. 

Lee said that people 
can also sign up online 
at: 

www.entouchwireless. 
com.and a phone can be 
had in 3-7 working days. 
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The Yavapai- Apache Nation 
Environmental Protection Department 


EPA STAFF 

Our Mission 
Statement: 

Our community is a 
place we take pride in 
building a healthy envi- 
ronment for the present 
and future generations 
by promoting aware- 
ness & education and 
through environmental 
compliance for preven- 


tion of any pollution. 

The Environmental 
Protection Department 
is responsible in pro- 
tecting the natural 
resources and human 
health in our communi- 
ty- 

Currently, the 
Environmental 
Protection Department 
has 3 active programs: 
106 (Water Pollution 


Control), 319 (The Non- 
Point Source Pollution), 
and GAP (General 
Assistance Program). 
Each program has their 
own way in helping our 
environment or com- 
munity. 

Work done in our 
319 program consists 
of a 3- man crew that is 
responsible for remov- 
ing any invasive species 




EPA sets informational booth at the Heritage Park in Middle Verde on the Yavapai- 
Apache Nation." 


EPA visits with the Nation's Montessori school and information is shared about 


recycling. 

out and away from our 
river sides. For example, 
the Russian Olive, and 
Tamarisk which is also 
known as salt cedar and 
the paradise tree. 

Work done in our 106 
program consists of test- 
ing our river water to 
make sure we don't have 
any kind of serious bac- 
teria infesting our river 
such as Ecoli. We do this 
testing every 3 months 
to ensure our river is 
healthy. 


Our Gap program 
started a recycling effort 
in each of our tribal 
departments and is cur- 
rently working on a pes- 
ticide program. 

The Environmental 
Department is responsi- 
ble to make our commu- 
nity aware of all these 
things listed above such 
as the invasive species 
trees, ensure our river is 
safe, recycling and pes- 
ticides, how situations 
affect our community, 


what is being done to 
prevent problems, and 
what is being done to 
treat these problems. If 
any of these things list- 
ed above catch your eye 
and you have any fur- 
ther questions about 
any of these programs 
or on the areas these 
programs work, con- 
tact the Environmental 
Department, Mgr. David 
E. Lewis, at (928) 649- 
6957 or dlewis@yan- 
tribe.org. 


Deion Luis 
Honwytewa 

A graduate from the Hopi Jr./Sr. 
High School. 

Deion is a student who is very 
determined and persistent to reach 
his goals. In the fall, Deion will 
begin his undergraduate classes 
taking Neuroscience and Cognitive 
Behavior at University of Arizona, 
majoring in the Health Profession. 
His primary goal is to become a 
Pharmacist but plans to contin- 
ue his education for his doctrine. 
He also plans to return home one 
day to help for his people. Deion 
is the son of the late Louisa Lou 
Honwytewa and the grandson of 
Mary Lou Honwytewa. 

Congratulations Deion, we are 
proud of your accomplishment and 
support you in your all goals. With 
pray and faith, these two things will 
help you get far in your life. 

Remember, your boss will no lon- 
ger except an excuse notes from 
your grama. 

“We love you” 


Announcements 

Darrion Chambers 



Darrion (DJ) Chambers, a senior at Winslow High 
School, also a YAN tribal member, was selected as a 
2016 GATES MILLENNIUM SCHOLAR! He was one of 
1,000 scholars chosen out of 2,000 semi-finalists. 

A total of more than 53,000 applicants applied 
across the United States for this lucrative and presti- 
gious scholarship. The Gates Millennium Scholarship 
is a full ride scholarship that will pay up to 10 yrs. of 
education through their doctoral degree. 

Darrion will be attending Northern Arizona 
University to pursue a Bachelor's degree in Criminal 
Justice, and further his education to seek a doctorate 
degree in law. 

Darrion is the son of Anna Miner of Winslow, 
Arizona. He has numerous Aunts, Uncles, and cous- 
ins in the Verde Valley, including his Aunt Genevieve 
Stacey- Wright and Uncle Carl Stacey. Darrion 
also has Aunts, Uncles, and cousins who live in 
Winslow, Maryland, Kansas, and Phoenix. He is the 
grandson of the late Alice Lomahquahu-Stacey Baca 
of Hotevilla, AZ and Johnson Henry Stacey, Jr. of 
Prescott, AZ. 


HOME OF THE BRUINS 


2016 Graduation/Promotion Dates & Times 


American Heritage 
High School: 
(Cottonwood) 

May 13, 2016 at 
6:00pm in their Gym 
(2030 E. Cherry Street) 

American Heritage- K 
thru 8: (Camp Verde) 

May 17, at 6:00pm at 
their Gym (132 General 
Crook Trail) 

South Verde High 
School: 

May 17, 2016 at 
6:00pm at the Phil 
England Complex 
(MUC) 

Sedona Red Rock 
High School: 

May 18, 2016 at 
6:00pm at the Sedona 


Red Rock football field 

Camp Verde Middle 
School: 

May 18, 2016 at 
6:00pm at the Camp 
Verde High School foot- 
ball field 

Camp Verde High 
School: 

May 19, 2016 at 
7:00pm at the Camp 
Verde High School foot- 
ball field 

Cottonwood Middle 
School: 

May 19, 2016 at 
6:00pm on Campus (500 
E. Mingus) 

Mingus Union High 
School: 


May 20, 2016 at 
7:00pm at the Mingus 
Union football field 

Clarkdal e/ Jerome 
School: 

May 23, 2016 at 
7:00pm at the Clarkdale/ 
Jerome Gym (1615 Main 
Street) 

Apollo High School: 

May 24, 2016 at 
8:00pm at Grand 
Canyon College (3300 
W. Camelback Rd, 
Phoenix, AZ) 

Winslow High School: 

May 25, 2016 at 
8:00pm at football field 
(600 E. Cherry Ave, 
Winslow, AZ) 



2016 Graduates 

High School 

26. 

Rebina Valles (AHA) 



27. 

Promise West (Apollo) 

1 . 

Joel Beauty (CV) 



2. 

Delmundo Cepress (CV) 

Middle School 

3. 

Darion Chambers (Winslow) 



4. 

Tyrell DeClay (Mingus) 

1 . 

Jonah Bates (CV) 

5. 

Luis Gonzalez (CV) 

2. 

Jaron Bauer (Clk/J) 

6. 

Anthony Green (Mingus) 

3. 

Joshua Beauty (CV) 

7. 

Caleb Green (Mingus) 

4. 

Ezel Burris (Sacaton) 

8. 

Asher Greif- Reno, NV Reed 

5. 

Royal Doungeva (CV) 

HS 


6. 

Ethan Duarte (Clk/J) 

9. 

Cole Hardin (Sedona) 

7. 

Jason Engle (CV) 

10. 

Jennie Hardin (Sedona) 

8. 

Ariana Fragua (Clk/J) 

11. 

Tatayana Harvey (Mingus) 

9. 

Franklin Garner (CV) 

12. 

Thomas Herrera (CV) 

10. 

Dakota Guzman (CV) 

13. 

Ashly Hines (Sedona) 

11. 

Mailia Hines (Cttnwd) 

14. 

Brent Valerie Honwytewa 

12. 

Micah Hines (Cttnwd) 

(SV) 


13. 

Rakeem Honwytewa (Clk/J) 

15. 

Tiana Hood (Mingus) 

14. 

Rayanna Jackson (Clk/J) 

16. 

Darold Kenton- Liberty HS 

15. 

Tommy Jackson (CV) 

17. 

Michael Kewanimptewa 

16. 

Alana Lewis (CV) 

(Mingus) 

17. 

Esperanza Martinez (Clk/J) 

18. 

Ashton Loring (Mingus) 

18. 

Angelina McGrady (CV) 

19. 

Gabrielle Ontiveros (CV) 

19. 

Chelsea Mendez (CV) 

20. 

Patrick Romero (SV) 

20. 

Mikayla Mix (CV) 

21. 

Ariana Sandoval (Mingus) 

21. 

Arianna Ogle (CV) 

22. 

Angelica Sarinana (Mingus) 

22. 

Lauren Ontiveros (CV) 

23. 

Taya Smith (CV) 

23. 

Joseph Robles (AHA) 

24. 

Vance Tewawina (CV) 

24. 

Junie Sandoval (Clk/J) 

25. 

Mariah Turner (SV) 

25. 

Lily Sehongva (CV) 
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CELEBRATION - EVENTS 


Nation sponsors Earth Day event 


BY DON DECKER, 

YAN News 

It's about honoring the 
earth and finding ways 
to keep earth as a via- 
ble living entity so that 
humans can continue to 
live on it for thousands 
of years into the future. 

But the tail-tale signs 
of earth-warming is 
leaving its footprint on 
the surface of the earth 
with unusual melting 
ice in the polar caps 
and diminishing water 
in the rice paddies of 
Vietnam where farmers 
are noticing the shortfall 
in water. They attribute 
these signs to global 
warming. 

Here at the Yavapai 
Apache Nation, 
the Environmental 
Protection Agency is 
very keen on the idea 
of protecting the earth's 
environment at the local 
level. 

Hence, the Nation 
changed over to a gar- 
bage collection compa- 
ny that picks up trash on 
the Nation's lands and 


recycles throw a-ways 
such as plastics, metal 
and aluminum. The 
garbage is off-loaded at 
a Prescott Valley plant 
30 miles away and after 
the recycled items are 
sorted, the rest of the 
garbage is reloaded and 
transported to a dump 
in Phoenix. 

David Lewis, progam 
director of the Nation's 
EPA office said that a 
new tribal legislation 
(known as the ISWMP 
for Integrated Solid 
Waste Management 
Plan) is being reviewed 
by the council to sup- 
port an ordinance 
that will penalize peo- 
ple who conduct ille- 
gal dumping on the 
Nation’s lands. “This 
plans describes how 
solid wastes are prop- 
erly disposed of, from 
cradle to grave and 
to also provided for 
enforcement in cases 
of illegal dumping,” 
said Lewis. “The illegal 
dumping occurring on 
the Nation's properties 
continues to be a very 


serious problem,” added 
Lewis. 

Once receptacles are 
found for the dispos- 
al of these unwanted 
items at home, the ille- 
gal dumping may cease 
on the river’s edge. “Our 
department will be con- 
ducting the research 
and development for a 
transfer station to han- 
dle the large bulky type 
waste, including house- 
hold hazardous waste," 
said Lewis. 

Lewis sees the depart- 
ment as taking the lead 
in addressing many of 
the negative actions that 
have taken place on the 
Nation’s lands that is 
causing concern for pol- 
lution. 

Vivian Stevens, envi- 
ronmental specialists 
for the Nation said, "Its 
very important that our 
department bring an 
awareness and educa- 
tion to the communi- 
ties so that they can do 
their part in keeping our 
Nation clean and safe. 
We provide information 
on the issues (that affect 




UNITY youth group from the Nation helped with the Earth Day activities throughout 
the day 



Marvin Honwytewa and sister look over the donated Ash trees for the event 


the Nation) to help pre- 
vent pollution” 

Stevens said that pol- 
lution and illegal dump- 
ing "is all over... the land 
by tribal members and 
non-tribal members. No 
where to take their trash 
and no one caring about 


pollution. That’s where 
we come in and hope to 
change the way people 
think towards pollution” 
Take a drive along the 
Nation's lands along the 
river and there are some 
signs of illegal dumping. 
More recently, a vintage 


TV cabinet and discard- 
ed doors were found at 
the ceremonial grounds. 
To date, these items are 
still there although the 
matter was mentioned 
in a public information 
announcement with 
photographs. 


You’re invited to an Apache Sunrise Ceremony 

for 

Annabelle DeleaaJShining Star Ibarra 


Sponsors: 

Lydia Ibarra & Family 
Maternal Grandparents: 
Pete & Audrey (Lowry) I ba r. 

49fl 



We haVCrespeclfnlly chosen 
her Godparents: 

Hart & Roann (Carmeld) Preston , Jr. 
June 3, 4,& 5, 20X6 

m t * «■/ 

Middle Verde Dance GrouncC 
Camp Verde, Arizona 


Frittay-Iuoy jn| 

Mid-Morning- Food 
Exchange to Sweat & 
Preston's Camp 
Dusk: Social Dance 


Saturday June -I th 
Dawn: God-Mother Massages 
Dusk: 

Crown Dancers 


Sunday June 5th 
God-Father Painting 
Noon- 

Gift Exchange 


Your Blessings And Attendance Is Greatly Appreciated! 

Ahi’yv’c Thais k You! 


Donations arc greatly appreciated. 

Bloc Bird Flour Macaroni 

i. 

Bakinopimdcr „ Bean#" 

Salt Sodas 

Shortening Water 

Tomato sauce Coffee 

Sugar Potatoes 

Gifts Basket 




Miss Teen 
Yavapai- 
Apache 
Nation -KD 
Marquez 

• Page 5 



Yavapai 
People 
scramble 
to preserve 
culture 

• Page 4 
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Montessori School promotes 13 students 



BY DON DECKER, 

YAN News 

The Montessori School held their 
spring kindergarten graduation cer- 
emony on the Camp Verde School 
campus auditorium on May 19. 

This end-of-the-year ceremony 
was filled with musical presentations 
as students performed such songs 
as “Where has my doggie gone” and 
"Twinkle Little Star” in traditional 
Apache led my teachers. 

Several students had an opportu- 
nity to introduce each song as the pro- 


gram continued. 

As a special dedication to the par- 
ents, the graduating class honored 
their parents with a verse entitled, 
“Here I come” 

The pre-school students also par- 
ticipated in the songs and presenta- 
tions on stage. 

School resumes on August 8 for 
kindergarten and new students and 
on August 1 1 for returning pre-school 
students. 


Photos by Margie Campos, Public Relations Dept. 


Nation graduates close to 66 students from high school and middle school 


BY DON DECKER, 

YAN News 

Beginning May 17, schools in the 
neighboring areas of the Nation began 
honoring students graduating from 
middle school and high school. Each 
school had their own awards day 
and on May 16, the Yavapai-Apache 


Nation's Johnson O'Malley Program 
sponsored a graduation banquet 
replete with decorated tables, a meal 
and an evening program featuring 
motivational speaker Chance Rush, 
an Oklahoma Indian who makes his 
journey across Indian country speak- 
ing to young people. Rush spoke of 
personal traits necessary to live within 


Three departments meet to fence in water pond 


BY DON DECKER, 

YAN News 

The agriculture resource depart- 
ment has built a new pond to capture 
irrigation water from the canal on the 
south side of Middle Verde commu- 
nity. The pond is part of the acreage 
which is now planted with field corn. 
The pond can irrigate up to 120 acres 
by the 3 acre water pond which is 10 
feet deep in the center. Bill Moore 
said that the pond was built so that 
a water reserve could be utilized on 
days when the water is shut off up 
stream due to other farmers using the 
canal. 

Discussion started in early April to 
fence in the pond due to safety con- 
cerns and, the agriculture, public 


works and housing inspection depart- 
ment teamed up to mark the loca- 
tion of the fence which will be fully 
installed by first part of June. Debbie 
Wathogoma, Interim Public Works 
Manager, Yolanda Trujillo, man- 
ager of the Agricultural Resource 
Department along with Bill Moore 
from the same department, collab- 
orated with members of the public 
works team to begin placing the secu- 
rity fence around the pond. David 
Trujillo, inspector from housing and 
Spoony Lewis, back-hoe operator, 
mapped out the edge of the pond to 
mark the location of the fencing that 
will be topped with a barbed wire and 
a locked gate. 



Debbie Wathogoma (L) , Spoony Lewis, Yolanda Trujillo (right ) and David Trujil- 
lo (right back). By Don Decker Other members of the agriculture department in the 
background: Alec Eppinger, Sonny Harnett and J ohn Griego Bill Moore not pictured. 

Photo by Don Decker 



Delmondo Cepress gets support from 
Classey of San Carlos 
a society and spoke of being "obedi- 
ent and to share what one has in their 
heart, to live a life of righteousness, 
and being good to people” Rush had 
been to the Yavapai-Apache Nation 


Linda Evans and grandmother Elizabeth 

once before in 2010 when he visit- 
ed with the Nation’s UNITY group 
during their holiday youth summit in 


SEE GRADUATION PAGE 6 


Sewer delivery system for Tunlii area being replaced 



This lift station at the bottom of the wash will force the waste up the hill into a pro- 
cessing tank. Courtesy photo by housing. 


BY DON DECKER, Tunlii is the newest residen- 

YAN News tial area incorporating new duplex- 

Sharon Benson, executive hous- es and homes, which are currently 
ing director for the Nation said that a being constructed by independent 
new lift station is being constructed in 

Tunlii. SEE SEWER PAGE 2 
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Birthday and Father's Day wish 


Jason Engel 

Wanted to let you know we 
think about you all the days and 
nights that passes. We miss you 
very much. We just wanted to 
wish you a Happy Birthday and 
Happy Fathers day. we miss 
you very much and that you are 
a Special person to us and that 
you are loved by your family and 
that I'm sending my prayers and 
wishes to you. We love you Jason 
and miss you very much, Happy 
Birthday. XOXOXO 

Love, Aliyah, Brooklun, Cody 
and Rhonda 

To my Dad, Jason 

Even though we can't be our hearts... 
together on Fathers day you'll be Just as always, 
close in our thoughts and close in Happy Fathers Day, 


Love you XOXOXO 
Love, Aliyah, Brooklyn, Cody 
and Rhonda 



SEWER 

From page 1 


construction compa- 
nies under the direction 
of the Nation's housing 
office. 

The new lift station 
will replace 2 small- 
er lift stations currently 
operating according to 
Benson. This 5-month 
project, funded by the 
Indian Health Service 
of Phoenix, will cost 
$800,000 according to 
Benson. 

“This project incorpo- 
rates not only the hous- 
ing in Tunlii but also the 
realignment of the waste 
from the Yavapai County 
complex across Hwy 
260, the Nation's hous- 


ing office, warehouse 
and nearby Market 
Place,” said Benson. 

The Yavapai County 
office complex, which 
includes the county jail, 
is located 1 mile west 
of the Tunlii area. The 
pipeline will run down 
East Cherry Street down 
hill and flow into the 
new lift station that is 
located about 200 yards 
directly south of the 
newly proposed com- 
munity center site. 


Letters 


Special Thanks 
to YAN Police 
Department 
During National 
Law Enforcement 
Week 


Thank you To the YAPD for your hard work to 
keep our communities safe. 

Prayers to those that lost their love one this past 
week, our police officers all over the world are the 
ones that put their life on the line for us all to be 
safe. 

May God Keep You All Safe. 

Renee Gonzales 


To all the Yavapai-Apache Nation Police Officers 
and Staff, 

We are reminded of the distance between life and 
death with the passing of Officer David Glasser. It 
can come with a simple call for assistance, it can 
come in a moment and it can come when you least 
expect it. 


As you enforce the laws of the Nation and won- 
der in frustration, “if only others would just respect 
the law and each other” Never forget that you are 
appreciated for the work you do, the sacrifices you 
make and the dangers you face each day. 

My prayers are for your safety, this, and every 
day. 

Larry Jackson 


Thank you YAPD for all the hard work! Don't 
dwell on the negativity from others and know you 
are appreciated by many. 

Keep up the good work 

Guadalupe Larson 


Refund in the Fast Lane 


This fuel tax exemption applies to motor vehicle fuel or use fuel that is 

• Sold within the boundaries of the tribal reservation 

• Sold to the enrolled member of the tribe indicated above, who is living on the reservation 

• Used by the enrolled member for the member’s own benefit 

The exemption does not apply to use fuel used to operate motor vehicles for a commercial purpose on the highways of this state 
outside the reservation. 

Applications must be completed in full and mailed to the address above, and must be submitted within six months from the date the 
fuel was purchased or invoiced. If the allowable claim is for less than $10, only one request may be submitted in a consecutive six 
month period. 

Attach a copy of purchase invoices/receipts for all gallons claimed, a copy of your vehicle registration, and a copy of your tribal enrollment 
card. These documents must be submitted with this application 



I certify that I am an enrolled member of the tribe, residing within the boundanes of the reservation, that the fuel was used for my 
benefit and not used to operate motor vehicles for a commercial purpose on the highways of this state outside the reservation. I further 
certify that the Arizona taxes have been paid on all the gallons claimed above and that the original, unaltered invoices.receipts (and 
supporting documents) for the gallons claimed will be maintained for three years. 

I Applicant Signature I Date 


BY EDWIN HAZELWOOD JR., 

EDA Intern 

Do you like refunds? Of course you do, and in this 
article I am going to inform you on how the State of 
Arizona will pay you for a necessity you use daily. 
I will also explain the process on how to apply for 
a refund from the state and get your hard earned 
money back in your hands. 

The Arizona Department of Transportation 
(ADOT) offers refunds for members of federally 
recognized tribes for fuel, either gasoline or die- 
sel, purchased on a reservation for on reserva- 
tion use. Note that the individual applying for the 
refund must reside within the boundaries of the 
reservation. Currently the only two stations that an 
individual can use receipts to claim a refund from 
are Ernie’s Shell Station in Camp Verde and The 
Marketplace in Tunlii. 

Application Process 

The document titled, "Tribal Member Refund 
Application" is the beginning step on your way to 
a fuel refund. It can be found at the link provided: 
https://www.azdot.gov/mvd/professional-services/ 
FuelTaxInfo/ refunds 

The first step is to fill out all your personal 
information as shown below. A "Refund Account 
Number” is not necessary for filling out the applica- 
tion and if it is needed ADOT will fill in that portion 
for you. After your personal information is filled out 
it is now time to add up all your purchased gallons 


for the last 6 month period. 

The form requires separation of fuel types with 
regular/ unleaded gasoline fuel being placed 
into the "Motor Vehicle Fuel” section for Gallons 
Claimed, and diesel being placed in the “Use Fuel, 
Light Class and Exempt Use Class” section for 
Gallons Claimed. There are two methods to filling 
out the application, one through a PDF file on a 
computer or by hand. If you are filling out the appli- 
cation on a computer all you have to do is insert the 
gallon totals and the dollar amounts will calculate 
automatically, but if you are filling it out by hand 
I will explain the process for you here. Take each 


gallon total respectively 
and multiply by eigh- 
teen cents. This will 
give you the amount 
taxed by the state for 
your fuel purchased. 

After multiplying both 
the Gallons Claimed 
and the Tax Rate to find 
the Refund Amount(s), 
simply add the two fig- 
ures together if appli- 
cable to know exactly 
what your refund check 
will be. Do not worry 
if you get it wrong as I 
did, ADOT will review 
your application and 
fix any mistakes that 
occurred. 

After the application 
is done and completely 
filled out there are some additional documents that 
are needed in order to complete this process. First, 
make copies of all the receipts you have available 
for the last 6 months of fuel purchased at one of the 
two stations I mentioned earlier, ADOT will need 
these to verify the application. The next document 
needed is a copy of your vehicle registration as well 
as a copy of your tribal enrollment card and driver's 
license just to be safe. After you have gathered all 
the required documents review your application for 

any mistakes, if you are satis- 
fied with your application it is 
now time to mail it off. 

The mailing address for 
ADOT is: 

Mail Drop 521M 
Fuel Tax Refund 
Compliance Unit 
Arizona Department of 
Transportation 
PO Box 2100 
Phoenix, AZ 85001-2100 
My application took about 
30 minutes to fill out and approximately 5 weeks to 
receive my refund check in the amount of $36.18. 
I will provide an example below on how exactly 
ADOT calculates the amount of refund that a per- 
son is eligible to receive. 

Fuel Tax Refund Example 

According to Quickenloans.com the average tank 
size for a car is a 12 gallon tank. A report done by 
fuelgaugereport.aaa.com says that the average price 
of Unleaded Gasoline fuel was $2.28 in the state of 
Arizona from May 2015 to May 1, 2016, with the typ- 


ical person filling up once per week in a poll done 
by GasBuddy.com. With these statistics in place 
we can now provide an example on how much a 
person can expect to receive in a fuel tax refund 
check. Assuming that a person with a 12 gallon 
tank doesn’t let it run on empty we can suspect 
this individual purchases about 10 gallons of gas a 
week for their vehicle at the unleaded average price 
listed earlier of $2.28. Statistically, the price of fuel 
increases and decreases over the year but for this 
example we will rule that out. 

10 Gallons purchased x $2.28/gallon x 52 weeks/year 
= $1, 185.60/year for fuel 
10 Gallons purchased x 52 weeks/ year 
= 520 Gallons purchased/ year 
520 Gallons x $0.18 rebate = $93.60/ year for tax return check 

Since claims can only be filled once per 6 months 
to find the actual amount someone could receive 
using the example above we take the yearly rebate 
and divide by 2 since there are 12 months per year. 

$93. 60/year for tax return check -f- 2 return peri- 
ods/ year = $46.80 

Using the statistics and examples provided 
above, we concluded the average person could see 
an Arizona state refund check on taxed fuel in the 
amount of $46.80 every 6 months. Results may vary 
depending on tank size and amount of fuel pur- 
chased. 

I believe we can all agree that receiving money 
back is a great thing especially if it's yours to begin 
with. Simple things such as purchasing from on 
reservation gas stations and saving those pesky 
receipts can get you some extra change back in your 
pockets. Using the information provided in this arti- 
cle, I encourage all of you to apply for your refund 
and enjoy the riches of refunds today. 


XV DOT 

Financial Management 

96-0490 R12/14 azdot.gov 


Mail Drop 521 M 

Fuel Tax Refund Compliance Unit 
Arizona Department of Transportation 
PO Box 21 00 
Phoenix AZ 85001-2100 


TRIBAL MEMBER 
REFUND APPLICATION 


Refund Period Beginning Date 

Refund Period Ending Date 



Applicant Name (as shown on enrollment card) 




Cle ar | 


Complete online or in black ink 
Mail to the address above 


Tribal Enrollment Number 


Refund Account Number 

G - 


Residence Address (physical location on the reservation) 
Refund Mailing Address 


Check if changed City 


State Zip 


Tribal Name 
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Mediation Training Course a Success 


BYAPPHIA SHIRLEY, 
Mediator- Public 
Defender’s Office 

What began as 
an idea to train the 
employees in the Public 
Defender's Office, 
ended with a 40-hour 
Basic Mediation 
Training spanning over 
the course of a week. 
Members and employ- 
ees of the Yavapai- 
Apache Nation were 
welcomed to participate 
in the training seminar. 

Taught at the 
Cloverleaf Ranch 
House, Joe Washington, 
Public Defender of the 
Yavapai-Apache Nation 
readily had participants 
actively involved; each 
morning was kicked 
off with discussion and 
studying the rules, laws 
and guidelines sur- 
rounding Mediation as 
well as emphasizing the 
importance confidenti- 
ality and remaining an 
impartial member of a 
mediation session. 

The training was 
highly interactive as 
attendees were also able 
to step into the role of 
a mediator and attempt 
to resolve a dispute 
between two parties. 
Each day participants 
practiced their roles, 
going through their 
introduction, the party 
opening statements, 
problem solving, cau- 
cuses and closing with a 
mediation report. 

Actors Tess Potter 
(YAN) and James 
Bilagody (Navajo) were 
present to assist with 
the various scenari- 
os, playing divorcees, 
NFL Executives, former 



Members and Employees of the Yavapai-Apache Nation posing with their Certifi- 
cate of Completion after finishing the Yavapai-Apache Nation 40-Hour Basic Medi- 
ation Training with Course Instructor, Joe Washington. (R-L: Deatrice Lewis-Beauty, 
Nadine Honwytewa-Espinoza, Joe Washington (Instructor), Apphia Shirley, Erin 
Ortega; Not Pictured: Rachel Walters-Leach, Pauline Jackson, Cora-Lei Marquez) 


skills when you work 
with people in general, 
and this course cer- 
tainly taught me how to 
remain non-biased and 
focus on the matters at 
hand. The hands-on 
and role playing expe- 
rience takes training to 
a whole different level, 
allowing you to put the 
tools into practice in 
preparation for a real 
situation. I am grate- 
ful for the opportunity, 
and enjoyed getting to 
know the instructor bet- 
ter as well as fellow YAN 


course was great in that 
it taught each of us to 
problem solve through 
collaborative, commu- 
nication and creative 
thinking in a far more 
productive manner in 
reaching a common 
goal and help clients 
avoid the judicial sys- 
tem in a peaceful man- 
ner. Joe was GREAT!!”, 
stated Pauline Jackson 
(YAN) Agriculture 
Assistant and Mediator 


athletes, neighbors, 
parents and employ- 
ees. Washington, also 
an actor, was actively 
involved in playing an 
opposing party in the 
mediation role play. 

The participants, a 
mixture of mediation 
veterans and begin- 
ners, did exceedingly 
well learning that not 
all mediations will end 
with a resolved issue. 

While the role-play 
scenarios pulled some 
out of their comfort 
zone, it was an experi- 
ence and lesson they 


could take with them 
anywhere. Erin Ortega, 
of the Department of 
Social Services says, "I 
really enjoyed the medi- 
ation training. Joe was a 
knowledgeable instruc- 
tor. I feel the skills that I 
gained can be utilized in 
the course of my current 
job duties while working 
with parents and fami- 
lies in crisis.” 

Rachel Walters- 
Leach, of the 
Department of Social 
Services also adds, "I 
feel it’s important to 
acquire and revamp 








Participants taking notes during each mediation scenario to discuss the mediator's 
role during the mediation sessions. 



Erin Ortega (DSS) listens intently to the parties as they start their problem-solving 
in the mediation session. 


employees and commu- 
nity members. I would 
highly recommend this 
training to everyone, as 
it was a valuable posi- 
tive educational experi- 
ence.” 

In learning the 5-step 
process of mediation, 
the training provided 
the participants with 
tools to utilize in vari- 
ous situations, from 
the Judicial system to 
negotiating chores in 
our own homes, "I took 
the mediation train- 
ing as a refresher, this 


veteran. 

The Mediation 
Training course was 
taught by the Yavapai- 
Apache Nation 
Public Defender, Joe 
Washington, who has 
a certificate in Judicial 
Development, Dispute 
Resolution Skills from 
the National Judicial 
College and who 
has mediated for the 
Yavapai-Apache Nation 
Court and other Courts. 


YAN resident on Wiki Way in Middle Verde gets special thanks 


BY DON DECKER, 

YAN News 

Jeffery Jackson is a true citizen 
believing in the upkeep of his 
neighborhood where he lives by 
trimming bushes surrounding 
all of the apartments on the Sou- 
thend of Wiki Way. This area is a 
special place with duplexes that 
houses the elderly who are inde- 
pendent and mobile. However, 
when it comes to trimming the 
bushes and small trees, it takes 
special know-how and this is 
where Jackson comes in. 

He's gone out of his way to 
purchase his own gardening 


tools at the local Ace Hardware 
store in Camp Verde beginning 
in early spring and brought 
them to his neighborhood 
where he goes from house to 
house tidying up the overgrown 
bushes that need trimming here 
and there. 

'I was very surprised„very..”, 
said Jackson when he got a call 
from housing to see if he was 
going to be around to accept his 
'Certificate of Appreciation'. 

Carol Baca, tribal housing ser- 
vice manager likes to brag on 
Jackson and says "He's a great 
housekeeper, a star tenant, and 
doesn't give us any problems". 


And that's good enough for 
Jackson. 

"When we drop by (for busi- 
ness) he always invites us in and 
his apartment is always very 
clean," adds Baca. More impres- 
sive, is Jackson's well-mani- 
cured backyard with green grass. 

It's a good recognition for 
Jackson and his landscap- 
ing skills goes back to many 
years when he was biking on 
America's highways picking up 
yard work along the way to pay 
for his food. 



Jeffery Jackson 


Round-about art piece lights the way 



Sonny Jackson of Clarkdale stands next to his prized art piece- 
the logo of the Yavapai-Apache Nation and the sacred eagle feath- 
er design. Photo by Don Decker 


BY DON DECKER, 

YAN News 

People drive by it everyday. 
It's right below the casino and 
this roundabout has 2 attached 
bold signs with 'Yavapai Apache 
Nation' on it, the Nation's round 
logo and 2 giant eagle feathers 
protruding from each sign. 

At night, each of the signs is 
lit up that accentuates the light- 
ed plastic box with the artwork on 
them. 

Meet Sonny Jackson, Yavapai- 
Apache artist who designed the 
signs about 5 years ago. 

It all began with an announce- 
ment by the casino to offer $1,000 
to the best art idea for the round- 
about signs. 

In just a matter of 2 hours, 
Jackson had conceived of the new 
signs with a few pencil sketches 
and launched his ideas for the 
contest. Jackson says he competed 
against 12 other artists. "Some of 


it was pretty good," Jackson recalls 
about other artist's presentations. 

"But some of the people forgot 
about the details, such as the sign 
dimensions, that it had to be 3 feet 
tall and that the sign was curved," 
he adds. 

Jackson believes that he had 
the advantage since he used a 
computer program to layout the 
design. "I used Adobe Photoshop 
(a computer program that ren- 
ders the artist's drawings and lay- 
out) and they had pictures similar 
to what they wanted so I did the 
design, sized it and put my design 
right where they were going to put 
their sign," adds Jackson. 

During the construction phase 
of the sign, Jackson met with the 
sign company. "They showed me 
how they were going to build it," 
recalls Jackson. The sign company 
showed him the light boxes and 
the fluorescent tubes that would 
light up the painted images of the 
feathers and the logo from inside. 


Jackson had attended 
Maricopa Tech in Phoenix back 
in the early 70s where he learned 
computer graphics and majored in 
commercial art. 

Later on, it was more art class- 
es at Yavapai College-Cottonwood 
campus where he dabbled in 
watercolors and airbrush 

From these art classes, 
Jackson's artistic talent blossomed 
out. " I never painted a picture 
until I took a class and it was natu- 
ral for me and a lot of people have 
trouble with that," says Jackson 
about how easy it became for him 
to do watercolor. 

Jackson has in his possession 
several watercolors that are let- 
ter size. One features the front of 
Clarkdale High School with the 
date '1926' that is rendered flaw- 
lessly in realistic photographic 
style. 

In the final reproduction of 
Jackson's art to a light box attached 
to the round-about, there were 


slight differences in the feather's 
design compared to Jackson's orig- 
inal. 

But this didn't phase Jackson 
as he finally saw the completed 
roundabout sign that featured his 
artwork. 

"I came by — to see the sign. I 


thought it came out pretty good 
and they stuck to the theme of my 
drawing," says Jackson. 

Jackson drives by the round- 
about often. " I really don't pay 
attention to it. It just a sign— and 
really, artwork," Jackson added 
with a smile. 
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CULTURE 
Yavapai Culture 



BY GERTRUDE SMITH, 
Yavapai historian 

The Yavapai People 
are scrambling to pre- 
serve Yavpeh culture, 
Abahjah culture. 

Due to historical trau- 
ma, we have skipped a 
generation of language 
speakers. We have very 
few speakers. We don't 
have the grandmothers 
and the grandfathers in 
our homes, interacting 
with the children, pass- 
ing on these things, the 
traditions and the lan- 
guage. 

We are at a cross- 
roads, a point where we 
must preserve our lan- 
guage. We are preserv- 
ing, writing and trying 
to share our work. We 
gather and teach about 
traditional foods. We 


collect oral histories, the 
old stories and the new 
ones of today. We teach 
about the seasons, hunt- 
ing about tools. 

We are trying to pre- 
serve these. The baskets 
we have and the knowl- 
edge to make them. 

As indigenous peo- 
ple, as Yavpehs, we need 
to start sharing this 
knowledge with each 
other and our relations 
and preserving it for 
the future generations. 
All of these traditional 
things are what makes 
us indigenous people. 

People my age, their 
great grandmothers 
lived before the pre- 
wars of the 1860s so 
we're not that far away 
from the times when we 
were free people roam- 


ing this country. 

But as children, those 
would be your great, 
great grandfathers and 
grandmothers or maybe 
even great, great, great 
but the connections 
is still close enough to 
know all these different 
things hopefully so that 
elders are also the key. 

Books are written by 
people and they write 
about how they see the 
picture at any given 
time. Many of these 
books are not written by 
our people, they’re writ- 
ten by anthropologists/ 
historians that have 
never lived our life but 
they only have observed 
it. 

If you want the real 
things, talk to your own 
people, learn about 


who you are, the cul- 
ture and history, all of 
these things that are 
spiritually that you need 
to know about yourself 


so that when you say 
when somebody asks 
you , “Are you Yavapai 
or Apache” , you can 
answer them and say 


that "I am Apache or I 
am Yavapai” and actual- 
ly know who these peo- 
ple were, that they are 
not just a name. 


Potato chip truck catches on fire at Market Place in Tunlii on Yavapai-Apache 


BY DON DECKER, 

YAN News 

Camp Verde fire 
department answered 
a call in mid-afternoon 
on May 24, Tuesday, to 
the premises of Market 
Place, a mini-mart 
located in Tunlii on the 
Yavapai-Apache Nation. 


The driver said he was 
inside stocking pota- 
to chips when his van 
caught on fire mysteri- 
ously. 

The fire department 
squelched the fire with- 
in minutes and a metal 
canopy sustained minor 
heat damage from the 


flames. 

Market person- 
nel immediately went 
into emergency mode 
and shut off pumps 
and blocked entrance 
according to the police. 

Pee-Wee Marketing 
owns the potato chip 
truck from Cottonwood. 




Photos by D. Decker 


One of a kind award 



Travois Corporation 
that works in joint- effort 
with the tax credit hous- 
ing program with Indian 
Nations, named Benson 
as the honoree for this 
year's award. 

Travois is a consult- 
ing firm that works 
closely with Benson's 
program and they are 
based out of Kansas 
City. Benson said 
Travois works specifi- 
cally with Indian tribes 
and probably generated 
over $2 billion in busi- 
ness over a 20 year peri- 
od. 

“They kinda like what 
we're doing and we like 
what they're doing for 
us,” said Benson. 

This relation- 
ship with Travois 
had been on-go- 
ing for the past 
16 years accord- 
ing to Benson. 
“They (Travois) 
make sure we're 
in compliance 
which is so import- 
ant for our success,” 
added Benson. 

It was a big day for 
Benson which she gar- 
nered the national title 
of Superhero Award. 
Over 250 people attend- 
ed this convention rep- 


Nashville, Tennessee 
this year. 

This award recogniz- 
es the "highest profes- 
sional standards with 
new ideas, fresh pro- 
spective in the task of 
pro- viding afford- 
able 
hous- 
ing". 


Sharie Benson proud- 
ly displays her plaque 
that was given to her 
at the Nashville 
confer- 
ence this 
month. 


BY DON DECKER, 
YAN News 


Yavapai-Apache 
Nation Housing office 
made the news as 
Sharie Benson, housing 
director for Yavapai- 
Apache, was bestowed 
the prestigious 16th 
Annual "Housing 
Professional of the 
Year- Superhero 
Award" at the April 
4-6 conference in 



Part of the 38 unit duplexes, triplexes and single family units are proceeding on 
schedule. Benson expects to have the first tenants in by this coming August. 


resenting many Indian 
tribes across the coun- 
try. 

Council mem- 
bers Annette Mendez 
and Angie Smith also 
attended this con- 
ference along with 
Davalene Flowers from 
the housing depart- 
ment. On the day of the 
award, Benson said the 
person on stage began 
by giving some back- 
ground on the per- 
son they selected for 
the award. And as the 


description continued, 
Benson began to real- 
ize that it was her who 
was getting the award. 
Some words to the 
affect that the person 
being considered liked 
to “think outside of the 
box” and it was Benson 
who would come up 
with some ideas beyond 
the traditional meth- 
ods for problem-solving 
with her line of work. 
Benson recalls that brief 
moment before she 
found out she was the 


Super Hero. 

“They went through 
my accomplishments 
and how I worked my 
way to the current posi- 
tion and that this person 
'thinks outside the box”’ 
she said. Sometime 
during this introduction 
of the nominee, Benson 
turned to Flowers and 
asked her, ‘Did you do 
this?/' recalls Benson. 
When the nominee was 
revealed, 


SEE AWARD PAGE 5 
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Gathering of the Nation - Albuquerque, New Mexico 


BY MARLEY JUAN, 

Miss Yavapai-Apache 
Nation, 

I have been going to 
the GON powwow for 
many years, but this 
year, May 5, was my first 
year doing it as the trib- 
al queen. It was such an 
overwhelming, surreal 
and giving experience. I 
had the chance to meet 
many tribal royalty from 
around the nation. 

I was very proud and 


humble to have to the 
opportunity to repre- 
sent our people. I was 
amazed with the diver- 
sity amongst the Native 
people and was happy 
I was there as an indi- 
vidual. It was different 
attending the Gathering 
as a tribal dignitary, 
with many people run- 
ning up to me to take 
pictures and to ask me 
questions was very flat- 
tering. Plus, our trib- 
al royalty made histo- 


ry by being in the first 
ever picture showing of 
ALL royalty around the 
nation. 

It was an experi- 
ence and I would do it 
again any day to show 
other nations that our 
Yavapai-Apache peo- 
ple are proud, kind and 
respectful. 

Hannigm 

Marley Juan, Miss 
Yavapai-Apache 2016- 
2017 



Marley Juan, Miss Yavapai-Apache 
Nation takes a break with Miss Indian 
Arizona Taylor Denzhone' Susan of White 
Mountain Apache. 



Marley Juan stands with Miss Yavapai- 
Apache Princess Jyane Medina 



All of the royalties who represent different tribes across America pose for a group 
photo during the pow-wow in Albuquerque. 


KD Marquez, Miss Yavapai- 
Apache Teen (right) visits with 
one of the pow-wow royalty at the 
Gathering. 

Photo by Cora Lei Marquez 



KD Marquez, Miss Teen Yavapai-Apache 
attends Gathering of Nations Pow-Wow 


M'ham-jih-gah, 

Hello all my relations, I arose that 
special morning in beautiful New 
Mexico on May 6 after a very spirited 
Miss Indian World Pageant. 

The Indian women who represent- 
ed their various Nations came from 
as far as Alaska. It was so beautiful to 
sit there and watch the women share 
their cultures through songs, dances, 
storytelling and visual arts. 

Thank you to the pageant commit- 
tee and the Yavapai - Apache Nation 
for allowing me to attend. 

I represented with honor. 

KD Marquez, 

Miss Teen Yavapai-Apache Nation 



Courtesy Photo 
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From page 4 


Benson said she was 
shocked and surprised. 

Benson's hous- 
ing project has gained 
wide recognition across 
Indian country and 
quite often, the depart- 
ment receives visi- 
tors from other Indian 
nations who visit the 
Tunlii area where the 
construcdtion is taking 
place. "They are looking 
to us for guidance and 
it makes us feel good, 
what we're doing, what 
we’re doing is right and 
it's very professional," 
said Benson. “People 
come here and they say, 
‘We have this problem, 
what do you do about 


that? How do you han- 
dle this?'” 

These visitors 
have included hous- 
ing departments 
from Whiteriver, 
Tohono’Odam, 
Hualapai and Navajo 
Nation. 

Benson is on to big- 
ger things with building 
the new Community 
Center in Tunlii that 
will be located next to 
the housing warehouse. 
This 14,400 sq.ft, build- 
ing will include a 6,000 
sq.ft. (100ft.x60 ft)com- 
munity room which will 
accommodate 250 peo- 
ple. 

Along with this, a 
fitness center and a 
good-size after-school 
day care and a 625 


sq.ft. kitchen. Benson 
said it’ll be perfect 
for wedding parties, 
Thanksgiving meals 
and office space for 
those departments that 
may want to come to 
the center each week 
to have office hours for 
Nation's members from 
Tunlii and Clarkdale. 
“It's gonna be nice", said 
Benson. 

Currently, the 38 unit 
complex composed of 
duplexes, triplexes and 
single family units is 
proceeding on schedule. 

Somewhere, in the 
near future, Tax Credit 
6 will bring a new park 
and 35 new homes 
according to Benson. 


Interior hotel designer meets with Nation 


BY DON DECKER, 

YAN News 

At the beginning of 
the third week in May, 
tribal council members, 
the archeology depart- 
ment and the Nation's 
preservation and tech- 
nology office along with 
Vincent Randall from 
the Apache Culture 
Department met with 
Meredith Fuhrer of the 
Cunningham Group 
Architecture to explore 
possible art themes 
and design that will be 
incorporated within the 
new 6 story hotel at Cliff 
Castle Casino. 

General Manager 
Mary Ketterling of 
Cliff Castle Casino 
stated that “most of 
the interior is prede- 
termined as part of 
the DreamCatcher 
hotel concept but it is 
important to the project 
to incorporate cultural 
concepts into the art- 
work design”. 


The Cunningham 
Group designed the 
9 story Potawatomi 
Resort and Casino in 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
north of Chicago and 
DreamCatcher LLC 
spearheaded the reno- 
vation additions to the 
Graceland Mansion in 
Memphis, Tennessee as 
well. 

"Earlier in the proj- 
ect, the casino staff and 
the designer worked 
with the culture depart- 
ment with the casino 
staff and the culture 
department to select 
basket designs that will 
be incorporated in the 
bed scarves," added 
Ketterling. 

Darlene Rubio, Vice 
Chairwoman said a 
local tour was conduct- 
ed for Fuhrer in the sur- 
rounding areas such 
as Boynton Canyon for 
Fuhrer to experience 
the natural surrounding 
of traditional Yavapai- 
Apache lands. 



Meredith Fuhrer of Cunningham Group Architecture standing behind Vincent Randall with YAN council mem- 
bers at the culture center. 


Photo by Don Decker 
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Housing in Tunlii making excellent progress 


BY DON DECKER, 

YAN News 

Construction workers are busy put- 
ting up walls over the poured slabs 
and 16 units are now in various stages 
of completion according to Sharon 
Benson, director of housing for the 
Nation. 

Take a walk along the streets where 
the walls are going up and there's 
noise from equipment. It’s an impres- 
sive sight as duplexes are being built 
almost overnight and Benson says 
everything’s on schedule. 

"Our first milestone is to move 16 
families into the units by the end of 


August. Our second goal is to move 
another 13 families in by the end of 
October,” said Benson. 

The Tunlii housing construction 
has provided continuous employ- 
ment for tribal members through the 
Nation’s TERO program according to 
Benson. “They (workers) are gaining 
experience and knowledge related to 
all areas of residential construction,” 
added Benson. 

Benson said the housing staff is 
extremely busy with overseeing the 
construction, contractors, inspections 
and site maintenance related to the 
project. 



Crane lifts up a rafting system for one of the units on top of the duplexes. 

Photo by Don Decker 


GRADUATION 

From page 1 


December of that year. This year, 
Rush encouraged the youth to 
“ overcome their perceived lim- 
itations, to encourage, to inspire 
and to give of once self to others” 

Chairman Thomas Beauty also 
spoke to the graduating students 
and their parents that evening 
and shared his personal life expe- 
riences. Beauty said that parents 
need to listen to their children 
and he related how he learned a 
lot from his son, Joel, who grad- 
uated from the Camp Verde High 
School. 

Beauty said that proper par- 
enting is the key ingredient 
to raising healthy families. "I 
learned a lot from him (Joel) and 
I put all of this together,” recalled 
Beauty as he spoke of his com- 
mitment to a life of sobriety the 
day Joel was born 18 years ago. 
Young Beauty had just turned 18 
for his high school graduation 
and Beauty said he was also “18 
years old” because of his sobriety 
date. There was an applause for 
this comment. 

Beauty also said that the tribal 
council was glad that the council 
had increased funding for higher 
education just recently. “This is 



Thomas Herrera enjoys a moment with grandparents Tommy and Jenny 
Herrera of Los Angles, California. 


a good thing. It hadn't happened 
in years,” said Beauty. 

“Let's guide our children and 
pray for them as they go out into 
the world— to be there to help 
them,” added Beauty. 

There were other college grad- 
uates from across the country 


and Darrion Chambers, a high 
school graduate from Winslow 
High School won the prestigious 
Gates Millennium Scholarship 
which guarantees Chambers a 
full-ride scholarship to Northern 
Arizona University for 4 years 
that pays for everything. 


•Hi 













BEST FOR BABIES COMMUNITYTEAM * 
Cordially Invites YOU: 

Presentation: 

Strengthening Families and 
CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocate) 

Program 

June 16,2016 
10:00 A.M.TO 2:00 P.M. 
Yavapai-Apache Nation Tribal Court 
2400 W. Datsi Street 

How can we build strong families and healthy communities? How can a 
CASA program benefit our Tribal Court? CASA volunteers speak up for 
the best interests of children and share recommendations with the 

Court. 

Awesome food and beverages will be provided. 

Any questions? Please call Yavapai-Apache Nation Tribal Court at 
( 928 ) 567 - 1033 . 
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Josie and Tammy Jamie were selected by Housing 
as Tenant of the Month. 

Courtesy photo from housing YAN 



Students celebrate end-of- the -year at outdoor tradi- 
tional dance. 



Brian Marquez prepares logs for graduation dance 
below casino. 

“FOR MY GRANDSON, ASHTON LORING CON- 
GRATULATION ON YOUR GRADUATION” 

I am so proud of you grandson to see that you fin- 
ished High School. I enjoyed watching you 
play basketball, a sport that you certainly enjoyed 
and brought the high school a name 
with all your team players. Now it’s time for you to 
go into the world and make something 
of yourself whatever you choose to do in life. May 
you make a wise choice and always 
remember that we are here to support you. May 
God Bless You Always. 

Love Grandma, Sharon 


I would like to congratulate my grandson, Thom- 
as Herrera III, what an achievement you made in 
earning your high school diploma, you stayed in 
school and hardly miss any days! Going to miss you 
when football and basketball comes around, I love to 
watch you and your brother Reyes play. I know your 
leaving soon for the service and I’m glad you made 
that choice, I’ll still be cheering you on! May God 
give you the strength and courage as you endure 
your training and may His Angels watch over you 
and keep you safe... Love Grandma Vida and family 

Esperanza..to a beautiful young lady, may you be 
blessed with knowledge in continuing your educa- 
tion, congratulations 
love grandma Darlene 
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Camp Verde High School softball team comes in second at state finals: 

Henry Smith named Coach of the Year with daughter, Taya as Pitcher of the Year for Division IV 


BY DON DECKER, 

YAN News 

Camp Verde Cowboy girl's soft- 
ball team fought hard against Pueblo 
High of Tucson in a hard-contested 
game on May 9 at the 
Farrington Stadium on 
the campus of Arizona 
State University. 

Coach Henry Smith 
led the girl's team to 
5 innings of a spir- 
ited game. This team 
is special because it 
became the top #2 
team in Division IV as 
Smith's daughter, Taya 
Smith, pitcher, led the 
team to the state finals 
this year. 

Taya was bestowed 
Pitcher of the Year in Division IV 
with father, Henry, as Coach of the 
Year. They were selected by their 
peers. 

In a post-game gathering of 
Cowboy players, Coach Smith 
reminded his team that 'the score 
doesn't determine whether you lose 
or win. It's the effort and the work all 
year long that you put into this” 


With a final score of 5-0 at state 
finals, the Cowboys were determined 
to keep Pueblo at bay and the game 
turned into an exciting game for all 
of the fans from both communities. 

"We fought hard, it was intense 
and the noise coming 
from the stands, to see 
the town’s support. 
If you give 100%, you 
can't be beat, you can't 
lose. As for the score, 
we came up short but I 
guarantee you, we left 
an impression. As far 
as we're concerned, 
we're still the champs. 
We'll keep fighting,” 
said Smith in front of 
his players at a home 
gathering. 

Interestingly, Pueblo High had 
never won a state championship 
since 1990. 

Young Smith, will continue on 
to Paradise Community College in 
north Phoenix where she will take 
on the reins of pitcher with early 
practice in the fall semester with the 
league schedule beginning in the 
spring of 2017. 




Courtesy photos from family. 


YAN high school graduate gets top scholarship in the Nation 


BY DON DECKER, 

YAN News 

Darrion Chambers of 
Winslow High School 
is the recipient of the 
Gates Millennium 
Scholarship. This pres- 
tigious academic schol- 
arship will pay for every 
penny Chambers will 
need for his start up 
at Northern Arizona 
University this coming 
fall semester. This award 
carries with it a guar- 
antee of up to $250,000 
for 10 years should he 
decide to pursue his 
doctorate degree. 

Chambers is the 
son of Anna Stacey- 
Miner of Winslow and 
John Chambers of 
Safford, Arizona. His 
other relations include 
Geneieve Stacey- Wright, 


Chambers’ great aunt of 
Middle Verde. 

Chambers also has 
Hopi ties through his 
mother whose moth- 
er was the late Alice 
Lomahquau-Baca of 
Winslow and grand-fa- 
ther John Stacey Jr. for- 
merly of Clarkdale. 

Chambers is follow- 
ing his father's footsteps 
in pursuing a Bachelor's 
Degree in Criminal 
Justice. "My dad was an 
armed security guard,” 
says Chambers. 

It's a big to-do for 
Chambers who is a 
recipient of a spe- 
cial scholarship that 
only 1,000 participants 
receive out of some 
50,000 applications 
across the country. 

Chambers has been 
attending the sum- 



mer Upward Bound 
program at Northern 
Arizona University for 
the past 4 years so he 
will acclimate well when 
returns to the campus 
this fall. Upward Bound 
has given Chambers 
that added edge to 
get a head start in col- 
lege through a pro- 
gram called the "STAR 
Program-Bridge to 
Success Program”. He 


has also toured other 
universities to see their 
offerings. These places 
have included UCLA, 
ASU and the U of A. " I 
liked the U of A," recalls 
Chambers. But NAU 
won out over the rest as 
it is close to home and 
the academics offerings 
are to his liking. 

A Diana Betoney, 
who is director for the 
Upward Bound program 
nominated Chambers 
for the Gates scholar- 
ship. Chambers was 
more than qualified 
as he had a 3.5 overall 
grade point average and 
the Gates required a 
minimum of a 3.3. This 
was more than enough 
to put him over the top 
as a viable candidate 
for the Millennium 
Scholarship. 


Chambers remem- 
bers the day when his 
mother pulled up in the 
family car and surprised 
Chambers with an enve- 
lope. “My mother said 
she had a surprise for 
me," says Chambers. 
At that moment, mom 
pulled out a white enve- 
lope that held the certif- 
icate which held the key 
to Chambers' academic 
journey. 

“My dad was very 
proud of me. He was 
speechless when I told 
him," recalls Chambers. 
His dad lives in Safford 
in eastern Arizona. 

Chambers' mother 
would like to take some 
credit for this as she 
says that being a single 
parent has had its chal- 
lenges. “It's just me and 
him— to get a good edu- 


cation — to do well in 
school and raising him 
on my own — to instill in 
him to be successful,” 
she says. 

Chambers will begin 
his studies at Northern 
Arizona University on 
June 1 and on June 2 
he will be 18 years old. 
Chambers will reside 
in Sechrist Hall, a large 
dormitory where he will 
live with fellow students 
who will have the same 
major as him. 

The 3.6 GPA from 
high school will defi- 
nitely help in getting his 
start at the university. 

Chambers wants 
to eventually move to 
Yavapai-Apache Nation 
in the future after he 
graduates from college 
to use his knowledge in 
helping the Nation. 


"It's never too late"- Mike Paulsell 


BY DON DECKER, 

YAN News 

He brings the guitar 
for an interview with the 
Nation’s paper. Before the 
interview, a series of gui- 
tar solos on the guitar with 
finger movement in every 
direction sounding like 
Craig Chaquico, former 
guitar player for Jefferson 
Airplane. It’s mood music 
that will send one into a 
reflective mood and he 
wrote all the music. 

His last name is French 


but he’s a true Yavapai 
because the “Paulsell" 
name is his adopted name. 
He doesn’t remember his 
adopted father's name 
because his father left 
when Mike was 3 years 
old. He is the born son of 
Ethel Lewis and the late 
Sidney Sine. His other 
siblings include Brenda 
Pribble and Liberty 
Whitson of Clarkdale who 
were adopted as well. 

Paulsell is especial- 
ly proud as he shows off 


his college diploma from 
Yavapai College where he 
recently graduated with 
an Associate of Arts in 
General Studies. To top it 
off, he also got a full time 
job working at the Nation’s 
rv park in late May. 

Paulsell attend- 
ed Coronado High in 
Scottsdale and opted out 
for a GED in 1979. After 
this, he took some class- 
es at Rio Salado years ago 
and surprisingly, many of 
these classes transferred to 


Yavapai College. "I was the 
wild child,” recalls Paulsell 
as he talks about his bouts 
with alcohol that inter- 
fered with his goals which 
is all behind him now. 

His academic plans 
now include some class- 
es at YC that begin in 
August that will go until 
February of next year. 
And then, he will contin- 
ue on to Northern Arizona 
University where he will 
complete his Bachelors of 
Science in Hospitality. 



Mike Paulsell, Yavapai 
of Cottonwood, received 
his A. A. Degree in Gen- 
eral Studies from Yavapai 
College. He plans to enroll 
at N.A.U. to complete his 
degree in hospitality man- 
agement. His parents are 
Ethel Lewis and the late 
Sidney Sine. 



Franklin Garner, graduate of middle school, host special family visitors to traditional 
Apache dance Saturday night. 


Concrete Rock - Mortar Sand 


Leach Rock - ABC 3/8 Chips - Clean Fill Dirt 


Arena Sand - Bedding Sand Fill Dirt - Concrete Sand 


1/2 Rock Redi-mix Concrete 


3750 W. Old Hwy 279 
Camp Verde, AZ 86322 
928 - 567 - 31 09 | 928 - 567 - 401 1 FAX 


YAVAPAI-APACHE SAND & ROCK 





8 - June 2016 


Gah’nahvah / Ya TV 


GRADUATION 2016 


High School Graduation 




Joel Beauty 


Delmondo Cepress 


Darrion Chambers 


Tyrell DeClay 


Caleb Green 


Jennie Harlan 



Tatayana Harvey 


Thomas Herrera 


Ashely Hines 


Brent Valerie Honwytewa 


Tiana Hood 


Cesar Lopez, Jr. 





Gabrielle Ontiveros 


Michael Pacheco 


Amadeo R. Quasula 


Marisela Reyes 


Patrick Romero 




^IclSS O' 
2016 


f 



Ashton Loring 



Angelica Sarirana Makayla Schwindt Taya Smith Vance Tewawina Mariah Turner Rebina Valles 



Promise West 



Nation shares 
culture 



Courtesy photos 



BY CINDY EATON, 

JOM Director -YAN 

The assembly was 
amazing! 

On Monday morn- 
ing, May 9, the Yavapai- 
Apache Culture 
Department came to 
talk to the 6th grade 
class about the Native 
Americans that inhabit- 
ed these lands before us. 


The presentation was 
in part to Mr. Shank's 
Social Studies unit on 
the Native Americans in 
North America. 

Gertrude Smith 
and Reba Franco from 
the Yavapai Culture 
Department told of 
where their people 
came from and Jordan 
Lewis from the Apache 
Culture spoke of what 


it means to be a young 
Native American today. 

The presentation 
ended with the Warrior 
dancers perform- 
ing while Delmundo 
Cepress, Darin Smith 
and the younger boys 
drummed and sang. 

Thank you to all those 
who helped to make this 
assembly a great suc- 
cess. 
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GRADUATION 2016 


Middle School Graduation 



Jonah Bates Jaron Bauers Joshua Beauty Ezel Burris Royal Doungeva Ethan Duarte 





Iverson Engle 


Ariana Fragua 



Franklin Garner 


Dakota Guzman 


Rakeem Honwytewa 


Ray anna Jackson 





Tommy Jackson Mitchell D. Kuroye Alana Lewis Esperanza Martinez Angelina McGrady 






Lauren Ontiveros 


Joseph Robles 


Madison Schwindt 


Coby Scott 


Mikayla Mix 


Arianna Ogle 



Lily Sehongva 



Junie Sandoval 



You have... a loving family, friends who make you 
happy. A good career, a lovely child so dear. A wonder- 
ful husband, the perfect life. 

Happy 35th birthday. From all of us-J im, Cecilia, Mom, 
brother, Lily and Dapples. 


Montessori 

School 

2016 

Graduates 

Amijah Sanchez 
J ada Larson 
Ellias Thompson 
Wyatt Loveall 
Khloe Martinez 
Lane Armstrong 
J aleigha Russell 
Pierson Hoff 
Nayeli Ancira 
Kymani Kaska 
Anakai Cooper 
J acob Freeman 
Kayden Contreras 



Two sisters 
graduate 


Schwindt family graduates 2. Father Ethan 
Schwindt, Makayla who graduated from Desert 
Ridge High School and sister Madison who gradu- 
ated from middle school (9) and mother Amy (Hood) 
who is daughter of late Richard and J oan Hood. 

BY DON DECKER, Diego State University 

YAN News this coming fall. Young 

Yavapai family in ,, ,. ... 

. . , . Madison is continuing 

Phoenix succeed in 

graduating 2 daugh- on in high school, 
ters. Makayla, (L) Proud Yavapai tradi- 

will be attending San tions. 
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CELEBRATE 2016-Congratulations Graduates 



Vance Tewawina celebrates with a giant hop. Gabby Ontiveros with relatives. Apache singer graduates from high 

school. 




Graduation Apache dance/BBQ for students. 


YAN Girls celebrate graduation atthe social dance on Saturday, May 21. 



Thomas Herrera accepts his Camp Verde High School 
diploma. 


Thomas Herrera and Gabby Ontiveros celebrate 
graduation. 


Vance Tewawina celebrates with mother and father. 




Vice Chairwoman Darlene Rubio congratulates student. 


Rakeem Honwytewa, Ethan Duarte and Jaron Bauers of Clarkdale-J erome Middle 
School. 



American Heritage Academy School students from Cottonwood pick up awards 
from Nation. 


Students get support 

from Chairman Beauty 
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Automated election process received well with YAN voters 


BY DON DECKER, 

YAN News 

The mock election using electronic 
voting on June 15 received an excel- 
lent reception by YAN voters. Cheryl 
Baca, YAN member said, "It was 
quick". 

The Automated Election Services 
(AES) of Albuquerque brought their 
high-tech machine to tabulate the 
ballots this morning. 

Company president Terry Rainey 


of Albuquerque, who monitored the 
operations of this machine , said that 
AES works with over 80 Indian tribes 
across America. 

More recently, AES rendered ser- 
vices to a mid-west Indian tribe and 
first week of June, AES tabulated an 
election for the Warm Springs Tribe in 
Oregon. 

AES first Indian client was the 
Navajo Nation years ago according to 
Rainey. Rainey has been CEO of AES 
for a year now. 


Tribal elections slated for 
July 30 and September 17 


BY DON DECKER, 

YAN News 

With 3 vacancies in the upcoming 
election, a primary election will be 
held on July 30 for the positions of 
tribal chairperson and vice chairper- 
son. On September 17, a general elec- 
tion will be held for the candidates 
vying for the the tribal chairperson, 
the vice chairperson and the 1 council 
vacancy 

Polling places will open at 7 a.m. 
and close at 6 p.m. for both elections. 

New, this year, are the automat- 
ed voting machines that will be used 
for the very first time. This process 
will eliminate the tedious process of 
counting paper ballots at the end of 
the election. In addition, the auto- 
mated election machines provide safe 
and secure accounting of all elec- 
tronic tabulations of votes and pro- 
vides instantaneous feedback to the 
Election Board who will be monitor- 


ing the election throughout the day. 
The polls will close at 6 p.m. on both 
days of the election and the results of 
the election will be posted in a public 
meeting based on the regulations of 
the Election Board. 

On July 23, a public forum will be 
held at the council chamber in Middle 
Verde for the Vice Chairperson and 
Tribal Chairperson. 

On September 10, another public 
forum will be held for the final candi- 
dates vying for the Vice Chairperson, 
Tribal Chairperson and 1 council 
position. 

The League of Women’s Voters 
will moderate the 3- hour question 
and answer forum headed by Barbara 
Littrel of Camp Verde. 

The September 10 forum will allow 
a 1- hour question and answer period 
within the 3 hour forum for all of the 
candidates vying for the council posi- 
tion. This will occur in the last hour of 
the forum from 12-1 p.m. 


Summer intern reporter joins staff at P.R. department 


BY DON DECKER, 

YAN News 

Jared Beauty, 10 grader at Camp 
Verde High School is excited about 
his new position as reporter for the 
Ganahvah-Yati News on the Yavapai- 
Apache Nation. Beauty is a sum- 
mer intern under the auspices of the 
Workforce Investment Opportunity 
Act (WIOA), a unique federal program 


that provides on-the-job work experi- 
ences for youth. 

Beauty’s favorite subject in school 
is English. "I have not decided on 
what I want to do with my career,” said 
Beauty. For now, Beauty will be writ- 
ing stories for the newspaper using his 
knowledge from classes he has taken 

SEE INTERN PAGE 7 



David Kwail uses automated machine to cast his vote for his favorite ice cream. 
Photo by Don Decker. 


A memorable experience in 
Supai Village this summer 


BY KD MARQUEZ, 

Miss Yavapai-Apache Teen 

Each year the five Pai tribes 
get together and share songs, 
dances and the Pai Women 
naming ceremony. Because the 
canyon is such a remote place, 
it was truly an honor to be able 
to spend time with family and 
friends amongst the Havasupai 
people. 

There was a sense of peace 
in the air that made it feel like 
home and everyone was so wel- 
coming. My family, along with 
many tribal members, camped 
in the yard of the Manakaja 
family. The girls who were there 
with us also had an opportu- 
nity to share their bread- mak- 
ing skills and cooked a meal for 
everyone. It seemed as though 
the Manakaja home was the 
place to be, at dinner time and 
much of the community showed 


SEE SUPAI PAGE 8 



KD Marquez, (2 from R) stands next to her 
grandmother ® Katherine Marquez and 2 
other royalty during the Pai Gathering. 


Larson's Gym members invited to Thailand after a big 
Mauy Thai kickboxing win in Des Moines, Iowa 


BY DON DECKER, 

YAN News 

Clifford Larson, coach 
of Larson's Gym of 
Camp Verde (and mem- 
ber of the Nation) con- 
firmed on June 30 that a 
Camp Verde kicking box 
team member will trav- 
el to Thailand to partic- 
ipate in an international 
Muay Thai tournament 
beginning August 22 
and ending September 
1 . 

Shayla Murdock, 
14, of Camp Verde has 



Murdock raising her arm as she accepts the championship decision in Iowa. 


been chosen by the I. .F 
K. of Arizona to travel 
to Bangkok to compete 
in a world tournament. 
Murdock took the Muay 
Thai championship June 
18 in Des Moines, Iowa. 

Even though Murdock 
is not a Nation member, 
Larson is very proud 
of the representation 
Murdock will be repre- 
senting for all of Verde 
Valley. 

The Camp Verde team 
also features several 
Nation members includ- 
ing Pita Larson who is 


the Tribal Assistance 
coordinator for the 
Nation. 

Five fighters went to 
Iowa on June 17, and 
it was here that Pita 
Larson kicked started 
the tournament week- 
end fighting for the very 
first time. 

"She (Pita) came out 
with her first victory that 
day and advanced to the 
Saturday event. She had 
a total of 8 women in her 
division for the tourna- 


SEE KICKBOXING PAGE 8 
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OPtNION/COMMUNITY NEWS 


RE: YAN FEDERAL WATER SETTLEMENT. 


By Vincent E. Randall 

Letter to the Editor: 

The Nation has been working 
towards a federal water settlement for 
as long as I can remember. Our first 
opportunity at getting a settlement 
ended up as an attempt by powerful 
groups within the state trying to shove 
a bad deal down our throat. That deal 
was rejected by the Nation in the 
1970's. More recently, since 2012, we 
have gone back to the table to nego- 
tiate a good deal for our communi- 
ties that will assure our children and 
grandchildren a clean, reliable source 
of water into the future. We cannot 
have a truly sustainable Homeland 
without a legally secure water supply. 

The current tribal administra- 
tion and our water team have been 
focused like a laser on the settlement, 
because it is critical to a healthy and 
economically sound Yavapai-Apache 
Nation. This is a complex and diffi- 
cult negotiation, but in the end it will 
be worth it. One of the reasons we 
have had much greater success this 
time is because of the continuity of 
the water settlement team the Nation 
brought together. We have assembled 
a dedicated team of lawyers, an engi- 
neer, a researcher, technical people, 
the Tribal Chairman and Attorneys' 
General as well as other experts who 
are helping YAN make this happen. 
What seemed like a dream a few years 
ago is now looking like a reality. We 
hope to have a final version of the set- 
tlement legislation that is acceptable 
to the Nation completed within a year. 

Many of you will remember the 
Indian Claims Commission from a 
few decades ago. That settlement 
awarded us compensation for the 
lands that were taken from us in the 
wars of conquest during the nine- 
teenth-century. That settlement was 
about trying to right past wrongs with 
money. This settlement is about trying 
to make past wrongs right with water. 
There will be funding that comes 
with the settlement for upgrades to 
our existing water wells and delivery 
systems. There won't be any checks 


going out to anybody, just the guaran- 
tee of clean water coming to Yavapai- 
Apaches for a hundred years. 

We are looking at a future of more and 
more people coming to Arizona and 
the Verde Valley and a world with less 
and less water. Because of this we are 
also worried about the health of the 
Verde River. The River has become 
like a pie, everybody wants a piece 
of it. In the 1930’s one of our Tribal 
Elders, Mary Sine, told her son David, 
“As long as the River flows, life will be 
good!” That wisdom speaks to us from 
over eighty years ago and it is as true 
today as it was then. An important 
part of the YAN water settlement will 
be keeping the River alive and flow- 
ing. These issues are of great concern 
to us because our Reservation is all 
that we have left of our Home Lands 
that we can still call our own and 
without a guaranteed supply of water 
the land is no good. As the ground 
water of the region is used up from 
over pumping our water settlement 
will be worth more than money. The 
government can print more money 
whenever they want, but they cannot 
make more water. You cannot drink 
money and we cannot use it to water 
our crops. 

I have spent a lot of time think- 
ing about this over the years and 
I know this much, water is life and 
the future is going to be about clean 
water. That is why I am informing the 
community, so you have the facts to 
be able to support our efforts in this 
final stretch to the finish line. This is 
one of those times we need to stick 
together for our children and their 
children. The hard legal work, sci- 
entific research and tricky negotia- 
tions are going on as you read this 
message. We will continue to fight for 
what rightfully belongs to the Nation, 
because in the future water will be 
more important to us than cash. 
Vincent Randall 

Tribal Elder and Water Team Member 


Dear Davalene Flowers: 

Let me take a moment to thank you- for your 
hard work, your commitment to the Yavapai 
Apache Tribal Housing (YATH) and your support 
of our community members. Your compassion to 
the community in ways of your time and talent, will 
never be forgotten. 

May God bless your future endeavors. 

Darlene Rubio 

Vice Chair 


Thank you!! 

Happy Monday everyone, I just wanted to take 
some time to give a big "thank you" to everyone 
who lent a helping hand during the Diabetes 
Prevention and Awareness presentation. Genevieve 
Russell, Darin Smith and his crew, Nina Sanchez & 
Angelica from WIOA, our motivational speakers Mr. 
Steve Saffron and Mr. Steven Pattea. We will meet 
again next month on July 22, 2016 to present anoth- 
er Diabetes Awareness & Prevention to the second 
group of WIOA Summer Youth workers. Have a 
great day everyone! Oh and remember "This Kid is 
Good" aye! 

Robin Hazelwood 

YAN Diabetes Coordinator 

Email-rhazelwood@yan-medical.org 


I would like to take 
this opportunity to 
thank Davalene for her 
years of service at Tribal 
Housing. She has led 
everyone by great exam- 
ple, with a dedication 
and work ethic that is 
to be admired. As she 
takes off for the east- 
ern U.S., may she have a 
wonderful life! 

Sharie Benson 
Yavapai Apache 
Nation Tribal Housing 
Executive Director 
928-567-4191 


HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
to Donald Smith; our 
Brother, Uncle, cousin 
and friend. 

May God Bless you 
with many more. 

Love always from your 
sisters, brothers, nieces 
& nephews. 

Darlene Rubio 


Hey Grand Kids, 

I know your July birthdays are soon to be here 
and I wanted to let you all know that your Grandma 
is thinking of you. A family is a gift that lasts a life- 
time!! I miss you all and wish you all a good day 
when it comes to celebrating your day you are all 
special and forever will be. 

Birthday Wishes for my Grandsons: MARLON A. 
ONTIVEROS & JULIAN RODRIGUEZ & COLTON A. 
COOK 

Birthday Wishes for my Granddaughter: LAUREN 
R. ONTIVEROS, my daughter, Ticker Ontiveros, and 
niece Jodie Wathogoma. 

Lots of Loves, 

Grandma Andrea Wathogoma 


I want to wish my 
Awesome Son Ricky 
Gonzalez a very Happy 
21st Birthday I am so 
proud of you Ricky 
Dink for being a good 
son and always help- 
ing your family in every 
way possible. We love 
you bunches Mijo.... 
Your Awesome Mommy. 
Renee Gonzalez Omar 
Gonzalez, Jesenia 
Gonzalez 

Renee Gonzales 


Dear Newspaper: 

I would just like to say. . . . 

Amazing job to the staff at PR for 
the continuous positive news our 
newspapers have been filled with.. 

I was almost in tears seeing some 
of the wonderful things that our 
tribe and tribal members are out 
there doing! 

Keep up the great work!!!!!! 

Nancy Ruiz, EPA Department 


I would like to give a Happy Birthday 
Shout Out for my three grandsons, 
Daylen, Daryle and Dewaun; you three 
have a very special place in my heart 
and I love you much! I have seen you 
grow up to be the world's finest gen- 
tlemen and a heart of gold. May your 
special day be full of surprises, family, 
friends, fun and lots of good food!! God 
Bless each of you with good health, 
happiness and peace. 

Love G'ma Vida Smith. 


Constitution committee grapples with blood 
quantum level for enrollment in the Nation 


wrote an Option #4 and mailed them 
out to every registered voter as a sug- 
gestion for enrolling new members. 
In acknowledging the survey sent out 
by the Constitution committee, the 
Enrollment office issued the follow- 
ing statement with the letter they sent 
out: 

“The Yavapai-Apache Nation 
Enrollment Board and Tribal 
Enrollment office have received the 
options presented by the Constitution 
committee’s recent survey. Based on 
what the Enrollment Board sees as a 



BY DON DECKER, 

YAN News 

In May of this year and into June, 
a small group from the Constitution 
Committee began addressing the 
matter of blood quantum for enroll- 
ment in the Nation. Apphia Shirley, 
committee chairperson for the 
Constitution committee has been 
coordinating these meetings in 
Middle Verde council chambers to 
discuss other parts of the Constitution 
in addition to enrollment criteria. 

With respect to a possible revision 
of the Constitution for enrollment 
which would require a secretari- 
al election by the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs oversight, 
the Constitution 
committee autho- 
rized a community 
survey among all 
registered voters 
of the Nation liv- 
ing on-reservation 
and off-reserva- 
tion. With a mea- 
ger return of just 
over 100 respon- 
dents from a mail 
out to all regis- 
tered voters of the 
Nation, Shirley said 
that the results are 
being reviewed. 

Just after the 
Constitution com- 
mittee had mailed 
out the surveys, the 
Enrollment Office 
and Enrollment 
Board came out 
with their own rec- 
ommendation iden- 
tified as "Option #4” 

as the Constitution , c , ... .. 

„ , j j j need for change to the Constitution 

Committee had recommended . ° 

that respondents could also devise requirements for Membership 

their own Option under “Option #4” on Article II, we are proposing our 

besides Options 1-3 that were spelled Option #4.” 

out by the Constitution committee 


YaVapai-apache. NATION 

Enrollment Board 

Chairperson: Arlin Carlton 
Secretary: Miriam White 
Member: Peggy White 
Member: Delores Plunkett 
Member: Linda Evans 

TO: Yavpai-Apache Members 

The Yavapai-Apache Nation’s Enrollment Board and Tribal Enrollment Department have 
reviewed the options presented by the Constitution Committee’s recent Survey - you should 
have receive bv US mail . 

Based on what the Enrollment Board sees as a need for change to the Constitutional 
requirements for Membership, or Article II, we are proposing our Option 4. 

This will focus on tribal blood or Yavapai-Apache blood and require decsendancy from the 
Base Roll. 

Proposed Option 4 - Article II, Sections 1-3 changes 

Section i. Requirements. The Membership of the Yavapai-Apache Nation shall 
consist of the following: 

a. All Persons of Indian blood whose names appear on the Base Roll (the official 
census roll) as of April 1, 1934, with the supplement thereto of January 1, 
1936. 

b. All Persons who are at least one eight (1/8) Yavapai-Apache Blood, and have at 
least one parent enrolled at the time of birth and are descendants of the Base 
Roll. 


Section 2. Adoption (REMOVED) 

Section 3. Proof of Paternity or Maternity 

Proof of paternity or maternity for purposes of tribal membership shall be 
establised by credible evidence that an applicant for membership is the biological 
child of a member. 

a. Acknowledgement of Paternity 

b. Paternity or maternity established by any Court Order 

c. Scientific testing (DNA) reflecting a 99% or greater rate of probability 

!!!!IMPORTANT!!!! 

Be sure to return your surveys with YOUR choice for change 


that were mailed out to respondents. 

On June 13, the Enrollment Board 
and the Tribal Enrollment Office 


Option 1 

Section 1 . Requirements . The Membership of the Yavapai-Apache Nation shall consist of the following: 

(a) All persons of Indian blood whose names appear on the official census roll as of April 1 , 1934, with 
the supplement thereto of January 1, 1936. 

(b) All Persons must be one eighth (1/8) Yavapai-Apache Blood 
Section 2. Adoption [REMOVED] 

Section 5. Review . Article II - Membership shall be reviewed in 50 years. [ADD] 


The Constitution committee's sur- 
vey with Options 1-3 and a blank 
space for Option #4 is included in 
the following sur- 
vey sent out by the 
Constitution com- 
mittee. 


Option 2 

Section 1 . Requirements . The Membership of the Yavapai-Apache Nation shall consist of the following: 

(a) All persons of Indian blood whose names appear on the official census roll as of April 1, 1934, with 
the supplement thereto of January 1, 1936. 

(b) All Persons must be one fourth (1/4) Yavapai-Apache Blood 
Section 2. Adoption. 

a. Yavapai-Apache descendancy to 1934 Base Roll of the Yavapai-Apache Nation 


In a subsequent 
interdepartmen- 
tal communi- 
cation that was 
sent by Apphia 
Shirley, commit- 
tee chairperson for 
the Constitution 
committee to the 
Enrollment Office 


Option 3 

Section 1 . Requirements . The Membership of the Yavapai-Apache Nation shall consist of the following: 

(a) All persons of Indian blood whose names appear on the official census roll as of April 1, 1934, with 
the supplement thereto of January 1, 1936. 

(b) All Persons who are able to provide proof of descendancy to the 1934 Base Roll of the Yavapai- 
Apache Nation 

Section 2. Adoption [REMOVED] 

Option 4 


Mark the box of the Option you are in favor of: 

Option 1 - □ 


and Enrollment 
Board Shirley, 
Shirley stated that 
the "Constitution 
Committee has 
been working with 
the Enrollment 
Office and Board 
seeking suggestions 
and insight on the 
Constitution sur- 
vey. Option #4 is 
designated to open 
for suggestions" 
Since the 
Enrollment Office 
and Board’s recom- 
mendation mailed 


Option 2 - □ 


Option 3 - □ 


Option 4 - □ 


Help Us Voice Your Opinion 

Mail back by June 24, 2016 

Yavapai-Apache Nation 
ATTN: Constitution Committee 
2400 W. Datsi Street 
Camp Verde, AZ 86322 


out Option #4 to 
registered voters 
for consideration 
and suggestions, 
the Constitution 
Committee notes 
that both entities 
are working togeth- 
er on the Options 
being considered. 
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TRIBAL ELECTION CANDIDATES 


The following will be running 
for Chairperson: 

Robert laclcson Sr., Dave 


Kinsey ,Jr., Trudy S. Clark, Monica 
Marquez, Siera Russell, Jane 
Russell-Winieclci, Hazel Siow, 


Thomas Beauty 

The following will be running 
for Vice Chairperson: 


Darlene Rubio, Raymond 
Trujillo, Henry Smith, Linda Evans, 
Lawrence Jackson, Sr. 


Primary election on July 30 are 
for the position of Chairperson and 
Vice Chairperson. 



Angelina Smith 



I am the daughter of 
Norman and Priscilla Smith; 
I am the proud grand- 
daughter of the late Ernest 
and Bernice (Sine) Smith. 
I come from a long line of 
honorary tribal leaders, my 
Grandfather was a coun- 
cilman and my father was 
a councilman as well as 
the Vice Chairman of our 
Nation. 

I grew up in the era where 
leaders demonstrated what 
true leadership embodies. I 
watched and learned from 
our past leaders. 

These leaders have 
instilled in me the compas- 
sion for their people and 
the continued growth of our 
Nation. They have lead the 
Nation to some of the big- 
gest successes in our history 
I would like to help contin- 
ue to build upon the legacy 
they built for the Yavapai- 
Apache people, success has 
no expiration as long as we 
work together to move for- 
ward and remain inspired 
from our past. 

I have been in the casino 
industry and I understand 
what is happening with our 
biggest revenue making 
venue. I have grown up in 
an environment where busi- 
nesses struggled and over- 
came all obstacles. I have 
seen the Nation when we 
were relying on only hope 
and our dreams became 
reality. Our Nation succeed- 
ed in a World Class Industry 
"The Indian Gaming World" 

I have witnessed an envi- 
ronment where businesses 
have struggled and over- 
came all obstacles. This has 
shown me that as a Nation 
we can overcome any obsta- 
cles as long as we remain 
determined, honest and 
always willing to educate 
ourselves and aim for suc- 
cess. 

In April of 2015, I was 
elected as a Council person, 
as I embarked on this new 


journey to become a Tribal 
leader I was faced with peo- 
ple who believe in me and 
I humbly offered the prom- 
ise, the promise to remain 
open and honest as well as 
always willing to listen to 
concerns, taking initiative 
and voicing issues amongst 
my fellow leaders and com- 
munity for the betterment of 
our Nation. 

I knew a time where our 
Nation was relying solely on 
hope, and finally seeing our 
dreams unfold before us, in 
order to maintain our vision 
we must continuously work 
towards stability. We must 
have a plan for our future! 

I realize that the econo- 
my and the way of life has 
changed and with that we 
need to move forward to 
keep up with ever changing 
society. The diversity is vast, 
the land and water are a 
good source of what we were 
given by our creator, and we 
must take care of them and 
never lose our source. 

As a Council member I 
support and promote edu- 
cation, encourage our youth 
to be the best that they can 
be as a person. I have com- 
passion and respect for our 
elders. They are our link 
to our history as indige- 
nous people and most of all 
who we are today. My plan 
includes seeking housing 
for all members, as well as 
employment for our people. 

I offer openness, hones- 
ty, leadership with integrity, 
and the ability to work dil- 
igently to improve the sta- 
tus of our Nation and our 
people. I want to encour- 
age a positive change, while 
preserving our past and 
embracing our future. 

In September when you 
go to the polls to vote in the 
General Election, please 
re-elect Angelina Smith for 
the Yavapai-Apache Tribal 
Council 


Never in the histo- 
ry of the Yavapai and 
Apache people have 
we witnessed as much 
prosperity as we have 
today. And never have 
we faced as many chal- 
lenges. 

Our successful 
Casino keeps our 
government running 
for a full 12 months, 
instead of the former 
days when we'd run for 
6-9 months only. The 
majority of our mem- 
bers are employed. We 
have built houses to 
replace the shacks our 
grand-parents lived in. 

We don't have to hunt 
rats in the desert or collect 
wild spinach as our grand- 
parents did, to try to fill our 
bellies. Almost each house 
has a car instead of the 1 or 
2 we shared among families 
a generation ago. We have 
numerous pairs of shoes and 
changes of clothes for every 
season. What could we pos- 
sibly complain of? 

Although things are 
better than they have ever 
been, there are still unem- 
ployed members. There 
are still children that go 
to bed hungry. Many live 
from paycheck to paycheck. 
Programs still need cars, 
equipment, funding to con- 
tinue. While we face these 
challenges and other serious 
challenges, the Chairman 
makes $110,000. The Vice 
makes $95,000. Together 
they made $615,000 this 
term. In light of this, the 
Chair and Vice-Chair sal- 
aries must be cut. Some 
members suggest half, some 
less. Let the members be 
heard and decide as in other 
municipalities. 

In addition to our leaders 
drawing overly-high salaries, 
without warning or follow- 
ing policies or procedures, 
members are being fired 
"at-will" by the Chairman. 
No verbal warnings. No writ- 
ten evidence. No review by 
HR. No board recommenda- 
tion. No report to Council. 
No suspension. No more 
"at-will" firing! This must 
stop. 

Transparency is also a 
serious problem. Elected 
officials sign a Code 
of Ethics which states 
"Government requires that 
its elected officials: Conduct 
public deliberations and 
processes openly, unless 
legally confidential under 
the laws of the Nation." 
Asking appropriate ques- 
tions is not interfering. We 
are entitled to know what 
the officials we elect are 
considering and passing. 
This must be stopped. 


Jane Winiecki 

As the next Chairperson, 
I would ask, "What can we 
do to change and improve 
the Nation?" The next 
Chairperson should say, "I 
will drop my salary accord- 
ing to the voice of the peo- 
ple. I will follow policies and 
procedures and not abuse 
the powers of leadership. 
I will allow the members 
access and voice in all legal 
proceedings. I will work a 
full weekly schedule without 
excessive travel. I will do all 
I can for the welfare of our 
children, seniors and elders. 
I will help with housing for 
those that work hard every 
day. I will be aware that 
almost half our population 
lives off reservation. I will 
use my business experience 
to increase financial securi- 
ty. I will use my Council and 
community experience to 
run the government effec- 
tively. 

I have started and run 
several businesses for 
the last 25 yrs, includ- 
ing originally wiring the 
Nation for phone and 
computers. I served on 
the Clarkdale town coun- 
cil for a term as well as 
several boards, includ- 
ing Yavapai College, Verde 
Valley Regional Economic 
Development Board, and 
the Sedona Cultural Center. 
I served as Chair for the 
Yavapai-Apache Economic 
Development Board for sev- 
eral years and most recent- 
ly as Chair of Cliff Castle 
Casino Board of directors. 
Most importantly, my roots 
run deep here. I was born in 
Jerome to Ned and Bonnie 
Russell. I love our ancestral 
lands and people and every- 
thing we stand for. If you 
elect Jane Russell-Winieclci, 
you can count on a leader 
who will put the good of the 
community above all else. 



Trudy Clark 

My name is Trudy Sue 
Lewis Clark, I was born and 
raised in Globe, Arizona. I 
am from the East Verde 
Clan, my parents are the 
late Glenn and Nora (Hans) 
Lewis. My paternal grand- 
parents are the late Dixon 
and Annie Lewis and mater- 
nal grandparents are the late 
John and Allie (Jones) Hans. 

I graduated from 
Northern Arizona University 
with a Bachelors of Science 
in Business Administration 
and also graduated from the 
University of Phoenix with 
a Masters in Accountancy. 
I am currently pursuing a 
Certified Public Accountant 
(CPA) license. 

I am currently employed 
with a regional full service 
CPA and business advisory 
firm as an Audit Associate 
that specializes in providing 
clients in various industries 
including tribal govern- 
ments in analyzing financial 
statements, testing internal 
controls, reviewing tribal 
enterprises for fiscal respon- 
sibility and regulation, and 
audit grant programs for 
compliance. I have been 
performing such duties the 
last four years. 

I have over 20 years 
of casino gaming opera- 
tions experience, I have 
previously held the posi- 
tion of General Manager 
(Cliff Castle Casino) and 
Director of Internal Audit for 
Cliff Castle Casino and the 
Yavapai-Apache Nation. My 
current position and posi- 
tions held previously have 
exposed me to have a work- 
ing knowledge and under- 
standing of the financial 
management of casino oper- 
ations, tribal governments, 
and its enterprises. 

I am seeking the 
Chairman position of the 
Yavapai-Apache Nation, I 
want to help bring stabiliza- 
tion and sustainability in our 
community through eco- 
nomic development, work 
on constitutional reform, 
culture preservation, and 
address the medical care 
and needs for the commu- 
nity. I will focus on account- 


ability through transparency 
through open communi- 
cation with and respect for 
the tribal membership. I 
want to lead our people in a 
direction that will increas- 
ingly prosper in all aspects 
from economic to culturally. 
I want to work on ensuring 
proper care of our elders, a 
better life for our future gen- 
erations, and ensure protec- 
tions of our lands, water and 
its resources. 

I understand that my 
election to this position 
wiR be a mandate from the 
people to ensure that the 
tribal government operates 
effectively and efficiently. 
Efficiency and effectiveness 
must be made after a rea- 
sonable and logical evalu- 
ation of the tribal adminis- 
tration and enterprises; that 
they operate to maintain the 
Tribe's financial interests 
and investments with atten- 
tion and care. 

It is extremely vital 
that there is trust and reli- 
ance between the Yavapai- 
Apache people and their 
government. The tribal 
government must do their 
business with accountability 
and integrity in overseeing 
the tribal revenues, spend- 
ing dollars wisely and to 
account for all dollars spent. 
Those who are elected into 
the tribal council must be 
held accountable and to 
provide the Yavapai-Apache 
people with information and 
promote a transparent gov- 
ernment. 

Another area vital to our 
people is our culture, it must 
be preserved and protected, 
we must study our cultural 
history and engage our tribal 
youth to be determined to 
continue in educating our 
history for generations to 
come. Our elders have pro- 
tected our identity as much 
as they could and have 
established ways of educat- 
ing our people. 

The seeds of greatness are 
planted within all of us, God 
expects us to reach deep 
within ourselves and bring 
them to fulfillment. We 
need to use our time, talents, 
gifts, skills to serve others. 
God has a way of multiply- 
ing the impact and influ- 
ence of these things many 
times over. With God's will, 
I intend to use my experi- 
ence and skills to serve the 
Yavapai-Apache people with 
accountability and integrity. 
May God bless the Yavapai- 
Apache Nation. 

Lastly, I would be hon- 
ored to serve as Chairman of 
the Yavapai-Apache Nation, 
it would be an honor to be 
your voice and be your rep- 
resentation. 



Larry Jackson 


I am a candidate for the Yavapai-Apache 
Nation Vice-Chairman and I respectfully ask for 
your consideration. 

My mother was the late, Lucille Rose Keyope 
(Hopi) of Monelcopi Village and my father is 
Stanley David Jackson (Apache) of Clarkdale, 
Arizona. I have three adult children, Bernadette, 
Monique and Lawrence Jr. and nine (9) grand- 
children. 

I was born in Los Angeles County Hospital in 
1954 and lived in several different places before 
coming to the Nation at the age of 16 and have 
called the Clarkdale Reservation Community 
home since then. I completed High School and 
went on to attend Lamson Business College 
and subsequently worked for the BIA and IHS. 
Eventually, I returned home and enlisted in 
the US Army in 1981 and retired in 2001. After 
returning home once again, I have kept busy 
working and supporting wherever the opportu- 


nity has allowed. I have served as the Pastor of 
Bethany Baptist Church, Clarkdale Reservation 
Community for 15 years and have worked as 
an AIMs (Arizona Instrument of Measurement) 
Tutor for the Clarkdale-Jerome School District, 
JOM Tutor (YAN), Accounting Clerk (YAN) and 
currently work as the Tribal Employment Rights 
(TERO) Office and Safety Coordinator for the 
Nation. In addition, I have been a Big Brothers/ 
Big Sisters mentor, Yavapai College Foundation 
Board Member, Caucus Representative to the 
American Baptist Churches USA American 
Indian Caucus and was chosen as the 2010 
Yavapai College President's Alumni of the Year. 
Over the years in the Army I completed an 
Associates of Science Degree from New York 
Regents College and upon returning home, an 
Associates of Arts Degree from Yavapai College 
in 2010. And finally, I am the Chaplain for 
the American Legion Post 25 in Cottonwood, 


Arizona. 

I am running for Vice-Chairman because I 
feel service to the Nation and its members is 
a wonderful opportunity. Through the years 
I have gained a wide range of administrative 
experience which would allow me to effectively 
support the purposes of the Nation's government 
and tribal members. I also feel that it would be a 
natural progression after serving in the Defense 
of the Nation, serving as Pastor in the Clarkdale 
Community, serving both, the Yavapai-Apache 
children and others as a mentor and tutor, serv- 
ing as a volunteer on boards and in the larger 
community. It is this service that has taught me 
that service is not about power or authority but 
about humility, respect and selfless service. This 
is what I will bring to the Office of the Vice- Chair. 

Respectfully, 

Larry Jackson 



Darlene Rubio 


Dagot'ee, Mah hahm-jih-gah 

My name is Darlene Rubio, 

Thank you very much for inviting me into 
your homes and allowing me to introduce 
myself. 

Born: Cottonwood, AZ to David & Cecilia 
Smith; granddaughter to Tom & Lilly Smith. 
I grew up on the Middle Verde Reservation 
with 4 brothers and 2 sisters. I have two (2) 
children and (2) grandchildren. 

Education: Stewart Indian High School- 
Carson City, Nevada; Junior College 
in Tucson AZ and 2 years of Business 
Administration at Yavapai College-Clarkdale 
AZ. Including Certificates in Legal field 
i.e. Paralegal, Legal Assistant & Private 
Investigation. 

Employment: 

Vice -Chairperson -Yavapai-Apache 
Nation, 2013 to current. 


Tribal Council member from 1996 
through 2009. 

Various positions within Yavapai-Apache 
Nation Administration that includes the 
Tribal Court, Health Programs and Casino / 
Gaming Operations. 

Reason for Candidacy: Why am I run- 
ning for Vice Chairwoman of the Yavapai 
Apache Nation? To continue to support the 
welfare of tribal membership in both a social 
and economic capacity for the benefit of 
our Nation and the people it serves. I feel 
a strong devotion to my Nation and while 
in office focused on concerns and issues 
affecting the people. I have an open caring 
mind to understand that there are everyday 
situations that impact the lives of our people 
and try to help that need through available 
resources of our tribal government. 

Leaders should have compassion and 


concerns for the lives of their people and 
voice their opinions in a positive way that is 
helpful to the needs of the member. Leaders 
should be honest and genuine. 

I have witness the growth of our Nation 
and it has made remarkable strides within 
the tribal government to provide services 
that take care of the young and old, fami- 
lies of all ages within and off the reserva- 
tion. Tribal Leadership must continue with 
the same foresight of our past leadership. 
Together we have to be innovative and cre- 
ative to create a sustainable economy. We 
are a strong people and have overcome 
many adversities since our return to our 
homeland. I feel blessed and proud to be a 
member of the Yavapai-Apache Nation. We 
are a distinct people of (2) respected cul- 


SEE RUBIO PAGE 4 



4 - July 2016 


Gah'nahvah / Ya TV 


PEOPLE IN THE NEWS 



Raymond Trujillo 


Vice-Chairman Platform 

My name is Raymond Trujillo. I am 
Yavapai, Apache, and Laguna. I am 
56 years old and a 21 year resident of 
Cottonwood, Arizona. I am writing 
to inform you of my platform and my 
intentions as Vice-Chairman, if elected. 
I have always been interested in tribal 
government and serving as a council 
member, but it wasn't until I received 
my degree from NAU that made me 
want to give back to the YAN for fund- 
ing my education. It is the education 
that allowed me to understand how I 
could serve the YAN. I have a bachelor 
degree in Applied Human Behavior and 
Business Entrepreneurship, as well as 13 
years as a business owner. 

Hello, YAN Tribal Members and reg- 
istered voters. Yes, it is election time 


again. This is one of the rights and 
requirements of your constitution. Our 
forefathers wrote this constitution to 
the best of their ability for people of 
the nation and with our future in mind. 
With that said, we, the people of the 
nation have the option to remove those 
counsel people which are non-perform- 
ers. My focus is on the needs and future 
of our tribe. In order for the nation to 
move into the 21st century, there needs 
to be a strong council that is willing to 
live within the constitution and bud- 
get set by the council. There needs to 
be a strong understanding of the con- 
stitution by the council, which was 
written by our forefathers. The latest 
revision was as late as 1992. As your 
prospective Vice-Chairman, I can offer 
educated options to all issues which 


can affect all of the nation in a posi- 
tive manner. The first thing is to gain 
the trust of the executive and legisla- 
tive bodies. Second is to bring unity to 
our Nation by bringing families closer 
together, economic growth, and pros- 
perity to all tribal members. Third is to 
motivate the Tribal Council to be better 
servants of the nation. They can achieve 
this through their actions by ensuring 
a better way of life through the health 
and welfare of the nation. I would be 
humbly honored to attain your vote and 
encourage registered voters to cast your 
ballot for Raymond Trujillo... 

“CHANGE FOR OUR FUTURE" 



Monica Marquez 


Monica Marquez has 
lived among her people for 
the past 20 years and cur- 
rently resides in the Middle 
Verde Community. She is 
married and has 5 grown 
children and 14 beauti- 
ful grandchildren. She 
has served her Nation in a 
management capacity for 
17 years, and has especial- 
ly enjoyed working with 
the Nation's youth within 
the Recreation and Culture 
Departments. Monica has 
worked closely with many 
of the YAN's elders and sees 
the struggles that many face 
first hand. 

Mrs. Marquez decided 
to run for the Chairperson 
because she has observed 
many areas of hardship 
that her people experience. 
Residing among her peo- 
ple, Monica sees the many 
pressing issues our people 
face on a daily basis. For the 
past I-V2 years, Monica has 
been performing her due 
diligence as Chairperson for 
the Nation's SEO Business 
Board. Previously, she 
served on the Tribal Council 
for (2) years. During her 
tenure, Monica has acquired 
extensive knowledge with 
budgets, and successfully 
created the Technology & 
Preservation Department, 
which effectively purchased 
all of its equipment from 
grant funds and not the 
Nation's funds. 

Monica has sound knowl- 
edge of the Nation's gaming 
compact and has worked as 
an Investigator for TGO. She 
has attained a lot of knowl- 
edge of the Nation's various 
departments and thorough- 
ly understands how they 
serve the employees and has 
witnessed the increase of 
requests among the mem- 
bership. 

If elected to serve as 


Chairperson, Mrs. Marquez 
will make it a priority to 
pass resolution to cut the 
Chair's salary and will close- 
ly focus on the vital issues 
of the YAN in building bet- 
ter transparency between 
the Council and the peo- 
ple. Providing better health 
care, addressing the social 
issues faced by the people 
struggling with alcoholism, 
drug addiction, and sui- 
cides. Monica believes that 
these critical issues must 
be addressed within our 
communities as a whole... 
not by one person but as 
a team. Monica will work 
hard daily to implement 
new policies, procedures, 
codes, and laws and update 
ordinances that address 
the needs of the member- 
ship. Monica passionate- 
ly believes that guidelines 
need to be implemented so 
that all members are treat- 
ed equally and are treated 
fairly in all manners of the 
Nation and its governance 
system. She believes in 
teamwork and will work as 
a team with all the depart- 
ments to ensure that all 
employees' needs are met. 
Monica is a hard worker and 
has served her community 
for many years. She believes 
in community service and 
has enjoyed serving as a vol- 
unteer for Exodus, Native 
American Week, and many 
cultural events and sunrise 
ceremonies. Monica finds 
gratitude in helping her peo- 
ple because by helping oth- 
ers..."! receive my own bless- 
ings when participating in 
all cultural events... not for a 
pat on the back but because 
as a community it is what we 
do for each other." If elect- 
ed, I promise to be a public 
servant for the people of the 
Yavapai-Apache Nation and 
not serve for myself. 


RUBIO 

From page 3 


tures and languages. Let us 
be united not divided. 

If elected Vice Chair, 
I will continue to work on 
issues to improve our trib- 
al government management 
systems with a positive out- 
look and create employment 
opportunities where needed 
and make tribal preference 
a priority. 

And let us move bold- 
ly forward so that our chil- 


dren and our children's chil- 
dren can look back and say, 
“Nildol nlteego' na' naah" / 
"M'hahnilc m'voh"- "Walk in 
a good way" 

I am grateful for the op- 
portunity to serve as your 
elected Vice Chairwoman 
and ask for your support to 
continue to do the job in the 
next upcoming election. 

Ihehye, Hah-nih-gum 

Thank you. 

Darlene Rubio, your 
future Vice Chair. 



Siera Russell 


In May 2014, I left my 
position of 3 years as an 
Associate Professor of Law 
in Phoenix to relocate to the 
Verde Valley solely to help 
my beloved father and for- 
mer tribal leader, Aaron 
Russell. He and my dear 
mother Joanna (Gibson) 
have since passed away. My 
name is Siera Talcetchera 
Russell, and I want to serve 
as your next Yavapai-Apache 
Nation Tribal Chairperson. 

I bring to this posi- 
tion wisdom and positiv- 
ity, along with valuable 
work experience, edu- 
cation, and skills. These 
include a strong under- 
standing of both Federal 
Indian Law and Tribal 
Law through researching, 
interpreting, and apply- 
ing these laws in my 7 years 
working as a Tribal Court 
judge. As a law professor, I 
studied and taught the fol- 
lowing courses: Topics 
in Indian Law, Property, 
Criminal Procedure, and 
International Human Rights 
Law. 

Early in my career I 
served as the Director of 
the Indian Legal Program 
at Arizona State University's 
College of Law, combin- 
ing my passions for edu- 
cation and the law. Under 
my leadership the Program 
grew into a nationally recog- 
nized center attracting many 
of the most gifted Indian 
legal scholars in the coun- 
try. I also served as a Tribal 
Gaming Commissioner for 
our Nation, Director of Fort 
McDowell Yavapai Nation's 
Education Department, 
Statewide Coordinator of 
Arizona Western College's 
Casino Management 
Program, and an adjunct 
professor at ASU. However, 
my successes in these lead- 
ership positions came 
through developing good 
working relationships and 
collaborating with outstand- 
ing law faculty, administra- 
tors, students, Arizona trib- 
al judges and leaders, and 
urban Native organizations. 

My background in 
American Indian law, Indian 
gaming, program develop- 
ment, and team-building, 
will be valuable as I work 
with our current tribal lead- 
ers in confronting the issues 
of: 

• Instability in tribal gov- 
ernment and morale issues 


• Health & environmental 
issues: water, housing, land, 
air, agriculture 

• Economic waste and 
economic development 

• Off-reservation tribal 
members' access to informa- 
tion & resources 

And among the most 
severe problems facing our 
tribe: 

• Substance abuse and 
addiction, related criminal 
acts, domestic violence, and 
suicide 

• Constitution interpreta- 
tion, application, and edu- 
cation 

As a tribal judge, I've wit- 
nessed firsthand how these 
issues affect our people. I 
know the devastating effects 
of a lack of opportunities for 
elders and children alike. 
My passion is to see our 
tribe thrive and to work hard 
for: 

• Quality and respectful 
oversight of governmental 
departments 

• Strategic planning with 
clear communication to our 
tribal employees and tribal 
membership on and off the 
reservation 

• Collaboration with our 
elected tribal leaders, elders, 
and community members to 
promote and sustain healthy 
lifestyles and families, utiliz- 
ing all possible resources 

• Continuing devel- 
opment of leaders in our 
Nation's youth, including 
tribal governance 

• Expanding social ser- 
vices & travel for elders 

• Enhancing Yavapai and 
Apache culture through 
language, arts and creative 
expression with emphasis on 
our children's needs 

My education includes: 

• UC Berkeley, School of 
Law, Juris Doctorate 

• Harvard University, 
Masters in Education 

I will act with integrity, 
faith, and harmony in my 
leadership. I will listen with 
an open mind and a good 
heart to all, while keeping 
sight of the highest aspira- 
tions for both current tribal 
members and future gener- 
ations. 

Check out my Facebook 
page - Siera Russell for 
Yavapai-Apache Nation 
Tribal Chairperson. You can 
reach me by email: siera@ 
sierarussell.com; or web- 
site: www.SieraRussell.com. 
Thank you! 



Dave Kinsey 


Dear Communities and 
Enrolled Tribal Members of 
the Yavapai-Apache Nation, 

My name is Dave Kinsey 
Jr. a candidate in this years' 
2016 Election for the office 
of Chairman/Council. I 
am the son of Reba (Lewis) 
Franco and Dave Kinsey Sr. 
My wife Amber and I reside 
in the City of Cottonwood 
with our three children 
Leah 13, Alice Mae 9, and 
Dave Kinsey III. I am 
currently employed in 
Scottsdale, Arizona for the 
Salt River Pima Maricopa 
Indian Community, in the 
Engineering Construction 
Services Department since 
December 2014. My daily 
commute consists of a 3:30 
am to 5:30 am departure 
for an 8-10 hour day, some- 
times in up to 117 degree 
weather and then home for 
dinner and family time. This 
takes a great deal of strength 
and dedication for my fam- 
ily. We make the effort to 
keep ourselves and children 
culturally aware by trying 
to speak both the Yavapai 
and Apache languages in 
our home as well as travel- 
ing to San Carlos an White 
Mountain Apache reserva- 
tions for the ceremonies. 

The Yavapai-Apache 
Nation is in dire need of a 
true leader who works hard 
for others, who is dedicat- 
ed to his people and who 
strives to improve the lives 
and general welfare of the 
communities. My mindset 
in my first term of office was 
to invest in our people and 
our communities, not else- 
where. I have demonstrat- 
ed these duties through my 
first two terms in 2010-2014 
Council Office. In 2011 as 
a legislative body we did 
a great deal in moving the 
Yavapai- apache Nation 
forward starting with the 
new marque off 1-17 to 
help promote Cliff Castle 
Casino, who many didn't 
know existed. In the Tunlii 
Development we put a stop 
to the hazardous levels of 
arsenic in our water line sys- 
tem and took advantage of 
the relationship we had with 
the town of Camp Verde, 
which serves the Tunlii com- 
munity with clean water, 
temporarily. Prior councils' 
project of boring under 1-17 


helped give the opportu- 
nity to the Yavapai-Apache 
Nation in meeting its' cur- 
rent progress continuing the 
water/sewer line from Cliff 
Castle Casino, but also creat- 
ed some issues for the sewer 
ponds in the community. 

Our effort was to improve 
the revenue for Cliff Castle 
Casino after taking a 13% 
loss after the Twin Arrows 
Casino opened, so we start- 
ed with the planning of the 
addition of the new hotel 
attached to Cliff Castle 
Casino which is currently 
under construction. Then 
we moved forward with the 
new Marketplace Enterprise 
on highway 260 which 
seems to doing well and has 
created tribal employment. 

I was nominated to the 
Yavapai-Apache Nation 
Water Rights Counsel and 
represented the Nation at 
the State Legislative and U.S. 
Congressional levels on this 
issue. 

I was honored to give 
back to our communi- 
ties through Holiday Food 
Drives, Back to School BBQ/ 
school supplies, and speak- 
ing to our youth on the 
importance of education 
and their goals. 

Currently there are many 
issues facing our Nation 
stemming from water rights, 
public safety/illegal sub- 
stance, employment, hous- 
ing, sovereignty, youth ser- 
vices and new issues on the 
horizon. 

If elected to office I will 
lead confidently and face 
our issues head-on, only to 
improve our communities 
and to empower our people 
through transparency. 

Being born and raised in 
Clarkdale, Arizona. I believe 
in a real sense of the word 
"Community." I thank you 
for taking the time to vote. 
Good luck to all candidates. 

"People Not Politics" 

God Bless, Dave Kinsey Jr. 
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Henry Smith 


Thomas Beauty 

To My Fellow Tribal 
Members: DAGOTEH / 
MAH HAHM-GAH GAH 
MYUJEH 

It has been an honor to 
serve as your Chairman 
for the past three (3) years. 
Together, with the Tribal 
Council and as a commu- 
nity, we have accomplished 
many great things and con- 
tinue to move forward to 
make sure that our people 
have a strong and prosper- 
ous future. This July, I seek 
your support and vote for 
Chairman of the Yavapai- 
Apache Nation, so that we 
can continue to build upon 
the foundation and success 
we achieved. 

I am the son of the late 
Earlene Beauty and Ira Datsi 
and the grandson of the 
late Earl Beauty and Hazel 
Beauty. I am a proud mem- 
ber of the Yavapai-Apache 
Nation and have lived in the 
Middle Verde tribal commu- 
nity my entire life where I 
continue to raise my family. 

When I took the oath of 
office in 2013, I committed 
to four (4) principle prior- 
ities to focus on during 
my term as Chairman 
which included: Federal 
Water Rights Negotiations, 
Development of Tribal 
Housing, Development 
of Infrastructure and 
Economic Development and 
to bring unity to the Tribal 
Council. 

Today, as Chairman I can 
confidently tell my people 
that we have successfully 
been in discussion with Salt 
River Project and the State of 
Arizona, we have provided 
updates and support from 
the Arizona Congressional 
delegation, hosted sever- 
al discussions with Verde 
Valley water stakeholders 
and through this effort we 
are closer than we have ever 
been to introducing legis- 
lation for a Federal Indian 
Water Rights Settlement 


for the Yavapai- 
Apache Nation. 
What does this 
mean for our peo- 
ple? This means 
that we can con- 
tinue to develop 
businesses, build 
housing and grow 
our tribal popula- 
tion with the secu- 
rity that our people 
will have perpetu- 
al access to water. 
It has been an 
immense honor to 
work on this issue, 
knowing that over 
30 years ago our 
elders, many of 
whom who have 
passed on, started 
the settlement pro- 
cess. 

Over the past few years, 
we have started to develop 
a total of 73 new homes, a 
park and new community 
center in our tribal commu- 
nity. These new homes will 
provide additional hous- 
ing to families, elders and 
off-reservation members 
who seek to return home to 
the Verde Valley. 

Since we developed the 
casino back in 1995, our 
community has lacked the 
infrastructure such as water 
and sewer to develop more 
businesses. With the Tribal 
Council, we implemented 
new infrastructure that pro- 
vides additional opportu- 
nities for future economic 
development in the casino 
corridor such as the devel- 
opment of the new hotel. 

As Chairman I have 
made sure our people have 
a voice at the table and 
our positions on issues are 
always heard. I serve as a 
regional representative on 
the National Tribal Leaders 
Diabetes Committee, was 
the Vice President of the 
Arizona Indian Gaming 
Association, was the 1st 
Executive Vice President 
and currently the President 
of the Board of Directors of 
the Inter-Tribal Council of 
Arizona. 

In 2015 I was hon- 
ored by Arizona Business 
Magazine and recognized as 
a Minority Business Leader 
of the Year for my work at 
the Nation on issues such 
as gaming, healthcare, eco- 
nomic development and 
natural resources. 

As we approach the 
Nation's election for 
Chairman, I ask for your 
continued support and vote 
and together we will contin- 
ue to make progress for our 
people. 


I am Henry 
Smith and I 
am an enrolled 
member and 
lifelong resident 
of the Yavapai- 
Apache Nation. 

I am the son of 
Norman and 
Priscilla Smith 
and the grand- 
son of the late 
Ernest Smith 
and Beatrice 
Smith. I am hon- 
ored to be a can- 
didate for Vice 
Chairman of the 
Yavapai-Apache 
Nation. 

As a candi- 
date, my focus 
is to develop a 
diversified tribal 
economy, create 
employment opportunities 
and jobs for our people and 
to provide solid leadership 
to Tribal Council. 

Diversifying our tribal 
economy is critical for our 
Nation. Since 1995, we have 
solely relied on our gam- 
ing enterprise, Cliff Castle 
Casino. With tribal gaming 
compacts set to expire and 
negotiations with the state 
occurring, we need to work 
as hard as we can to develop 
more businesses and recruit 
more businesses to our land 
to ensure that we have lon- 
gevity in our revenue that 
funds our tribal government. 
Tribal Leaders should be 
focusing on building a stron- 
ger economy and more ways 
to generate revenue. 

Employment and jobs 
are important to our peo- 
ple. At this point in time, the 
tribal government, gaming 
enterprise and other small 
tribally owned business- 
es provide employment to 
our people. We have tribal 
members with many differ- 
ent skills and youth return- 
ing home, and we should be 
working to create more jobs. 
Employment and jobs is 
how our people provide for 
our families and in focusing 
on the general welfare of our 
people, we should be pro- 
viding opportunity for our 
people to be independent 
and sustainable. 

Tribal Council meets 
every week, however I have 
not seen a general plan or 
long-term strategic plan that 
will guide our tribe for years 
to come. We need leader- 
ship in the Executive Office 
that will provide leader- 
ship to our Tribal Council 
to focus on the big picture 
and the future to ensure 
that we continue to thrive, 
that we continue to create 
opportunity for our people 
and we continue to provide 
and expand services for 
our people. We need lead- 


ership to assess our tribal 
services and the needs of 
the people and leadership 
that will work to make sure 
that every tribal community 
at Yavapai-Apache has the 
services they need. After 20 
years of successful gaming, 
I do not understand why 
communities like Clarkdale 
do not have access to basic 
services like police/public 
safety, daycare, recreation 
centers, social services, 
enrollment, court advocacy, 
food bank and public health. 
In considering these types 
of leadership components, 
I strongly believe we need a 
Vice Chairman who will be 
the advocate for our people 
and communities and push 
our Tribal Council to take 
care of the people. 

I am honored to be a can- 
didate for Vice Chairman of 
the Yavapai-Apache Nation, 
and I am confident that our 
people want Tribal Leaders 
who lead by example, with 
respect and with integri- 
ty and not look at our tribal 
homes as individuals and 
their political opinions, but 
look at our tribal homes as 
communities and work to 
take care of each community 
and the general welfare of 
every tribal member. 

Voting is your right, 
and voting is your voice to 
determine the future direc- 
tion of the Nation. I want to 
encourage each of you to 
make your voice heard and 
I ask for your vote and the 
opportunity to serve as Vice 
Chairman of the Yavapai- 
Apache Nation. God Bless! 



Hazel Siow 


EDUCATION 

Graduated valedictorian from St. 
Michael's high school in St. Michael's 
Arizona. 

Graduated from St. John's College of 
Nursing, Springfield, Illinois. 

Passed the Illinois State Board exam 
to practice as a Registered Professional 
Nurse. 

WORK HISTORY 

University of California Irvine 
Medical Center, 10 years in child psy- 
chiatry, counseling in Club 1218. Wrote 
a clinical exemplar for Club 1218, 
Orange, California. 

In Arizona, Nurse Educator for 
Cedar Unified Public School x four 
years, in Jeddito, Arizona. 

VOLUNTEER SERVICES 

In Arizona, member of the woman's 


coalition against domestic violence x 
two years. 

Hopi Mission School Board member 
x two years. 

When I am your Chairperson: 

1. I will be happy to work hard 
for you for half the salary of our pres- 
ent chairman is receiving or even less. 
I am not money motivated, nor am I 
running for any kind of prestige. 

2. Alcohol and drugs are the rat- 
tlesnakes beside our indigenous path 
in life. Our people, and even more 
importantly, our children, deserve all 
the program help we can provide. 

3. I do not practice nepotism. 

4. I do not wish to fire anyone "at 
will" as I have no one to whom I want 
to give your job. I will work with those 
serving our people to achieve greater 
job satisfaction and provide guidance 
to set measurable goals and outcomes. 
No one will be fired without just cause. 
That means documented shortcom- 
ings, shared fully and clearly. Then a 
chance to improve, a second chance, 
clearly stated. With correction, con- 
tinued employment; without correct- 
ed performance, the employee will be 
fired. 

5. We need to improve health 
care for our nation. Not only do we 
have the physical diagnosis which 
causes so many to be limited in their 
daily lives, but we also are experienc- 
ing many social and psychological 
problems that need to be addressed. 
Prevention and education is a must. 
Telemedicine is also something we 
could use here. Let's keep up with the 
new trends in medicine for the well-be- 
ing of our people. 

6. We also need to address higher 
learning for our nation. We have the 


finances to help with that. We are just 
as intelligent as anyone, and we are 
all given the same chance to grow and 
learn to our highest potential. What 
we seem to be lacking is motivation 
to extend ourselves to achieve higher 
education. Education is a ladder to a 
worthwhile life for many people. So few 
of our people have accomplished this. 
I want to give our next generation a 
healthy vision, structure, and discipline 
to motivate them onward. 

7. Culture and tradition is anoth- 
er area that needs to be addressed. Our 
Yavapai/ Apache languages must not 
be lost. Our songs, our dances, and 
our traditional way of life must be pre- 
served to exhibit who we are in the 
world. 

8. We must move toward trans- 
parency with an annual report and 
an open view of the budget set by our 
council. Lack of information can cause 
suspicion and disappointment with the 
Nation's leadership. 

I have great feelings for our Nation, 
remembering not only those living 
here on the Rez, but also all those living 
off the Rez, as I once did. For me and 
for many others, it did not feel like a 
choice to go off the Rez. I left the Rez 
for higher learning and a career. I am 
home now, and I know I can lead this 
nation to a satisfying way of life with 
ancestral guidance leading to hope. 
I love you. Thank you. Please get out 
and vote, and remember to vote for me 
Hazel B. Siow, MSCD. 



Princess Couyancy 


"How long I stood there I 
do not know but when I seen 
the warriors arranging for 
council I took my place" 
-Goyaale 

Hello my name is 
Princess Couyancy and I am 
participating in this years 
tribal council elections. I 
would like to take the time to 
express how honored I am to 
have the opportunity to par- 
ticipate in our great Nation's 
political process, having the 
ability to vote on our leaders 
gives all of us the opportu- 
nity to be heard. I encourage 
tribal members to get out 
and vote; you deserve to be 
heard. 

As a child growing up on 
the Clarkdale reservation I 
have witnessed our 

Nation move through 
many different stages and 
have always had an interest 
in finding what role I would 
take in the Nation's future. 
I always like to say my adult 
life started at the age of 20 
when I started my family. 
In 2003 my husband and I 
welcomed the birth of our 
daughter, then two years 
later the birth of our son, 
and I happily took my place 
as a stay at home mom. 
Some years later when both 
of my children reached 
school age, I began working 
in the mental health field. I 
found this work to be very 
rewarding. The compas- 
sion necessary to care for 
another human cannot be 
found in a class it can only 
be experienced while doing 
the work. Later my need 
for growth and self-im- 
provement would push me 
into the business world. 
I became a personal busi- 
ness manager and I held the 
position for approximately 4 
years. My experiences there 
honed my financial invest- 
ing skills and allowed me 
first hand experience work- 
ing with large amounts of 
money. I enjoyed being part 
of a team that used strate- 
gic money management to 
yield financial earnings pro- 


viding a stable 
retirement for 
my employer. 
Unfortunately, 
the untimely 
passing of my 
husband forced 
me to resign 
and start anew. 
I returned to 
school and 
began work- 
ing for the 
Nation's ASA 
department. My 
new schedule 
allowed me to 
balance being 
a single moth- 
er of two chil- 
dren, a full time employee 
and a full time student. After 
I received my Associates 
degree I went on to obtain 
my Bachelors degree 
from Northern Arizona 
University. 

At the age of 33 -as a 
mother, daughter, college 
graduate and concerned 
tribal member- it is time 
to take my place work- 
ing alongside all of you to 
improve the Yavapai-Apache 
Nation. My current posi- 
tion as a council member 
candidate is fueled by the 
concerns of my fellow trib- 
al members. It is time we 
realize the change we need 
and have a voice in coun- 
cil that we deserve. I am 
that change and I am that 
voice. My skill sets, edu- 
cation and passion can be 
used as a tool to push our 
nation to become stronger 
in all aspects. My educa- 
tion affords me the capabil- 
ity to negotiate and make 
intelligent decisions for our 
Nation while my life experi- 
ences keep my heart close to 
our people. We know what 
our Nation needs, we need 
more than just a body in the 
seat, we need leaders who 
protect our interest, who 
are educated and who will 
check their personal bias 
at the chamber doors. Give 
me the opportunity to meet 
the needs of the people and 
I will continuously work to 
ensure that all tribal mem- 
bers are EQUALLY entitled 
to all the benefits of being 
Yavapai-Apache. 

IT'S TIME. LETS DO 
THIS!!! 


Robert Jackson, Sr. is 
a retired postal worker 
employee with solid busi- 
ness insight who is running 
for Chairman of the Yavapai- 
Apache Nation. His tribal 
governance and political 
experience was developed 
while serving on the Council 
(2008) and later elected as 
Vice Chairman (2010-2013). 

Robert's academic and 
professional qualifications 
include the following: 

*1967-Joined the Marine 
Corps and received and 
Honorable Discharge 

*1972-Received an 
Associates of Arts Degree 
from Haskell Indian Nations 
University and the fol- 
lowing year received an 
Associate of Science degree 
in Accounting 

*1974-Joined the U.S. 
Postal Service and retired 
after 30 years 

* 2 0 0 7 - R e c e i ve d a 
Business Administration 
degree (BA) from Northern 
Arizona University 

Notable Achievements 
while on Council 

Robert introduced a res- 
olution to reduce the Chair's 
salary from $134,000 down 
to $110,000. Also cut the 
Vice Chairman's salary from 
$122,000 down to $95,000. 
Both resolutions passed and 
salaries were significant- 
ly reduced saving the tribe 



Robert Jackson, Sr. 

$51,000.00. 

Additionally, he was 
instrumental in pass- 
ing another resolution to 
eliminate the Council's 
"Appreciation Pay" which 
gave the Council a sever- 
ance deal upon leaving 
office. Example: Council's 
compensation included (1) 
month's salary for each year 
served on the council. The 
resolution passed and signif- 
icant tribal monies saved. 

As the former vice chair- 
man, Robert believed in 
supporting employee's 
work efforts by selecting a 
"Director of the Month" 


SEE JACKSON PAGE 6 
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From page 5 


and an "Employee of the 
Month". He met monthly 
with the directors to ensure 
that they were within their 
budgets and adhering to 
their mission statements. 
Robert believes that effec- 
tive management is all about 
building relationships and 
trust with your employees... 
he plans to continue and 


expand this employee ser- 
vice initiative. 

Robert has plans to 
resume mailing the trib- 
al newspaper to all tribal 
members with real news 
that includes political and 
tribal financial news at a 
cost of $13,200 per year. 
The current council's sala- 
ry increases cost the tribe 
$161,000 per year. 

The Santa Ysabel tribe 
in California receives 
$174,012.51 every quarter 


from the California Revenue 
Sharing Trust Fund and the 
California Gambling Control 
Commission recommends 
that money be given to the 
Yavapai-Apache Nation. 
Why isn't that money given 
out as YAN per-capita every 
quarter? 

As vice chairman Robert 
made weekly updates using 
UTUBE. You can still see 
his updates to the Nation by 
going to Utube and typing 
in "Robert Jackson weekly 


update." He will continue 
to use the social media on 
the day of council meet- 
ings to immediately inform 
the Nation with real news 
that include all the coun- 
cil actions that affect tribal 
members. 

Among other issues, 
Robert is passionate about 
preventing suicides on the 
Nation. There is a need 
for professional counsel- 
ing, activities for the youth, 
encouragement and any- 


thing that will prevent a 
sense of loss, despair, alco- 
holism, drugs, and no clear 
direction in life. The pos- 
sibility of expanding the 
Montessori school up to 
the eighth grade needs to 
be explored. Purchasing a 
traveling bus for the elders 
and other groups for week- 
ly outings is a possibility 
with grants and innovative 
financing. Lastly, the soul 
of our Nation needs to be 
spiritually revived through 


traditional beliefs and 
prayers and Christian beliefs 
and prayers. 

"I am confident that I 
can be a driving force and 
will deliver what the trib- 
al members need which is 
confidence in the Chairman, 
a sense of security, integrity 
and fairness. I hope I can 
gain your confidence and 
your vote by examining my 
past accomplishments and 
the future plans I have for 
the Nation." 



Linda Sue Evans 


My name is Linda Sue Evans everyone 
calls me Linda Evans. I'm the daughter of 
the late Laskey George Evans and Flora 
(Waterman) Evans my paternal grandparents 
Zookie Evans and Sadie (Francis) Bear, my 
great grandfather was the late Henry Irving 
and great grandmother Lizzie Irving. My 
maternal grandparents were the late Wallace 
Waterman and Carma (Manaya)Waterman. I 
am half Abaja on my mother's side and half 
Dilzhe'eh on my father's side. I come from 
the Yavapai Yuman Band Tolkapaya and my 
Dizhe'eh clan is Tudotilizen(Blue Water/ 
Fossil Creek) l A and V4 Sai edigai (white sand 
people). 


I have worked for Yavapai-Apache Nation 
in various departments from August 1978 to 
now. My dedication to the positions I held 
to the highest of my ability. My qualification 
and certification in my jobs have help me 
achieve to work with my people in the five 
communities and also with the ones out of 
the area. I volunteer in various committees 
with the YAN, local and state level. Prior to 
holding public office I've gained significant 
expertise in tribal government. 

To improve the lives of the Yavapai- 
Apache people I would like to have 
some strategy planning with Economic 
Development for more business ventures so 


we can generate revenue to allow the tribal 
government to continue to provide tribal 
assistance, and opportunities to the mem- 
bership. With that said also work hard for 
our water right settlement that has not been 
settled with SRP and CAP. There is a great 
need to start putting land into trust or trade 
with other government agency, to where we 
YAN can make use of the land. Like to con- 
tinue with the priority list that the council 
has been working on for years and start mov- 
ing forward with whatever comes before us. 
While envisioning a secure future for our 
youth. 


Apache youth gains valuable summer work experience 


BY DON DECKER, 

YAN News 

It's the big smile 
that gives River Kaycee 
Works an open door to 
friendship among her 
peers. And this per- 
sonality goes well with 
her work environment 
participating in the 
Summer Work Program 
under the WIOA (Work 
Investment Opportunity 
Act), a special 4 -week 
work experience pro- 
gram on the Yavapai- 
Apache Nation. 

It’s learning about 
“evasive species” of 
plants she says. “I’m 
working with removing 
stumps by treating them 
with herbicides so they 
don't come back,” says 
Works about working 
within the Nation's EPA 
program with Vivian 
Stevens as her supervi- 
sor. 


Works is the grand- 
daughter of the late 
Debra and Myron 
Johnson of Middle 
Verde. 

This summer, Works 
is spending time with 
members of her fam- 
ily at aunt Jessica 
Hernandez's home in 
Middle Verde. Works' 
father Duane Johnson 
and Kelly Jones, live in 
Reno, Nevada. 

Works lives in Santa 
Fe, New Mexico with her 
adopted mother, Sarah 
Works. “Santa Fe is a 
very nice town. There 
are no problems there,” 
says Work about Santa 
Fe. Works was quick to 
add that she has “lived 
in a lot of places” like 
Seattie, Washington. 

The past 1 V 2 years, 
Works attended the 
Theodore Roosevelt 
Middle School, a dor- 
mitory school in 
Ft. Apache on the 



Photo by Don Decker 

Works appreciates the time spent learning about plant life along the Verde River 
during the summer youth work program. 


White Mountain 
Apache Reservation 
in Whiteriver, Arizona 
180 miles northeast of 
Phoenix. 

"I made mainly A’s 
and B's---and a couple 


ofCs, added Works. 

Change of Plans 

For the next 4 years, 
Works will be enrolled 
in the New Mexico 
Military Academy in 


Roswell, New Mexico. 
“I had to get an x-ray 
exam, do more letters 
of recommendation... 
it was a long process,” 
says Works in her quest 
to enroll at the New 


Mexico school. 

At a recent youth 
activity conference 
sponsored by the WIOA 
Summer Work Program, 
Works proved her lead- 
ership skills as she led a 
small group activity and 
immersed herself in a 
personal development 
activity. 

Works likes to do 
many things for self-im- 
provement. “ I have 
hobbies like singing, 
writing, drawing and 
dancing. I like drawing 
the best,” said Works. 
At the summer work- 
shop with Steve Saffron, 
a counselor who has 
worked exclusively with 
Indian youth, Works 
showed a small portion 
of her dancing skills for 
some of the students. 

Now, the New Mexico 
Military Institute beck- 
ons Works for her high 
school career. 


YAN pow-wow dancers in Flagstaff 


BY DON DECKER, 

YAN News 

Several members of the 
Nation participated in the 
social pow-wow in Flagstaff 
on July 4. This pow-wow 
attracted over 100 dancers 
from across the southwest. 

Native Americans for 
Community Action (NACA), 
a social service agency that 
provides various services to 
Indians in the Flagstaff area, 
sponsored the 1-day event. 

Jacqueline Perrigot 
(Choctaw-Lenape) and her 
husband, Courage Benally of 


Chino Valley, have been pro- 
viding pow-wow training and 
culture lessons at the YAN’s 
culture center throughout 
the month. Perrigot said that 
more children need to be 
involved although the style 
of dancing is not Yavapai or 
Apache. These classes are 
offered in Clarkdale as well. 

“Some people are saying 
it's not traditional and closing 
themselves off to something 
so good for the community. 
One can still honor and know 
and be a part of the Yavapai- 
Apache tradition and still 
pow-wow,” said Perrigot to 


encourage parents to enroll 
their children in the pow- 
wow club. 

Benally teaches the chil- 
dren hoop dancing while 
using the drum and sing- 
ing the songs. Benally is a 
self-employed artist as a sil- 
versmith and works with 
ceramics and wood working 
at their home studio in Chino 
Valley. 

The pow-wow activi- 
ty is sanctioned by both the 
Apache and Yavapai cul- 
ture departments with regu- 
lar meetings throughout the 
month. 



“YAN pow-wow dancers take a break during the NACA pow-wow 
in Flagstaff on July 4. (I to r); Lillian Evans, Courage Benally (seat- 
ed) , Wyatt Tarlip (YAN) Back: Debo Beauty, Jacqueline Perrigot, 
Tsailee Nakai /Yavapai-Prescott and Navajo. 


Construction 
of the new 
Cliff Castle 
Casino Hotel 
is on schedule 

BY DON DECKER, 

YAN News 

Work crews are on the job at the casi- 
no as the massive walls are going up for 
the hotel. The enclosed time-lapse photo 
shows a 9-week time span from May 10 to 
June 20. Construction employment has 
provided valuable jobs to area craftspeo- 
ple who are on the job. 
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Monte Reimer graduates from Yavapai College 


Summer Youth Program 



Monte Reimer sits next to his Yavapai College Associate of Arts in Applied 
Science degree diploma and the certificate of completion from the Nation- 
al Criminal J ustice Training Center at the Fox Valley Technical College in 
Appleton, Wisconsin. 


BY JARED BEAUTY, 

YAN News 

Monte Reimer a probation offi- 
cer at the Yavapai Apache Nation 
has recently graduated from 
Yavapai College. During Reimer's 
time at Yavapai College he took 
online classes to maintain his full 
time job working for the Yavapai 
Apache Nation. 

Reimer would be described as 
a nice, respectful, easy-going guy 
who is willing to help anybody in 
need. 

Reimer is married to Karla 
Reimer who also works with the 
Nation. Reimer has 3 daughters, 
and 7 grand children. Reimer 
attended Fox Valley Technical 
School in Appleton, Wisconsin 
for a month and a half in order 
to become a probation officer. 
Reimer has been a certified pro- 
bation officer for the Yavapai 
Apache Nation since June 17th of 
2016. 

Reimer is from Huron, South 
Dakota and attended Huron High 
School. Reimer's mother was also 
a schoolteacher. 

During Reimer's time working 
for the nation he has been a pro- 
bation officer for about 45 to 50 
juveniles and adults. 

During an interview with 
Reimer he was asked what the 
best part of his job is, he replied 


by saying, "The best thing about 
my job is the people.” 

Reimer has been working for 
the nation for about 2 V 2 years. 
Before Reimer began working at 
the Yavapai Apache Nation he 


Photo by J a red Beauty. 

spent 21 years at the Camp Verde 
Marshal’s Office. 

Reimer will continue his job as 
a probation officer for the nation 
and will help as many people as 
he can. 


BY JARED BEAUTY, 

YAN News 

The nations summer 
youth program allows 
its children to occupy 
themselves with a vari- 
ety of activities from 
bowling at the nation's 
casino, creating arts and 
craft at the rec center, 
and swimming at the 
town’s local swimming 
pool. 

This will allow our 


children to stay active, 
and will let them to 
communicate to other 
children. According to 
the department of recre- 
ation, they have at least 
20 children in the sum- 
mer youth program. The 
recreation department 
for the summer youth 
program will be end- 
ing on July 21st and the 
nation's children will be 
preparing for school in 
the fall. 



A summer youth student working on an art project. 

Photo byj ared Beauty 


Thank you from the Diabetes Program 


BY ROBIN HAZELWOOD, 

YAN Diabetes Coordinator 

Happy Monday everyone, I just 
wanted to take some time to give a 
big "thank you" to everyone who lent 
a helping hand during the Diabetes 
Prevention and Awareness presen- 
tation. Genevieve Russell, Darin 
Smith and his crew, Nina Sanchez & 
Angelica from WIOA, our motivation- 
al speakers Mr. Steve Saffron and Mr. 
Steven Pattea. It took a while to get 
the youth out of their comfort zones 
but in the end everyone came around, 
participated and we all had a good 


time with one another. I want to say I 
was happy when one of the questions 
in our circle was; what did you learn 
about today and good ole’ Nicholas 
Mendez said "Diabetes". It is import- 
ant that we teach our youth about the 
epidemic of diabetes in Indian coun- 
try, Native Americans are the leading 
minority group with Diabetes. We 
will meet again next month on July 
22, 2016 to present another Diabetes 
Awareness & Prevention to the sec- 
ond group of WIOA Summer Youth 
workers. Have a great day everyone! 
Oh and remember "This Kid is Good" 
aye! 


INTERN 
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in English. 

Beauty is the son of 
Thomas and Nadie 
Beauty of Middle Verde. 

When he's not in 
school, he likes to tin- 
ker with computers, fix 
them and play all sorts 
of games on there and 
listen to “21 Pilots”, a 
pop group. 

He will be circulating 
through the community 
gathering news. 

Please welcome him. 
He has already uncov- 


ered some great news interview he complet- 
that he is now working ed with Monte Reimer, 
on. probation officer for the 

Stay tuned for an Nation. 



J ared busy writing a story forthcoming in the J uly 
edition of the Nation's paper. 


Congratulations Cesar Lopez Jr. Hinsdale South Graduate of 2016! 



Cesar Lopex surrounded by his parents at graduation this spring. 


BY SAUNDRA LOPEZ OF HINSDALE, 
ILLINOIS, mother to Cesar Lopez, Jr. 

When Cesar was born, from day 
one, he was given a grim future. 
Doctors and nurses repeatedly told 
us to have him institutionalized. I 
remember one social service worker 
saying, “Look around, you don't see 
kids like him around. Thats because 
they don't do well in society at all. 
Its better for him if you just sign him 
over to the state. He will be placed in 
a hospital where they will take good 
care of him.” 

The doctors told us he would never 
sit, crawl, walk and that children with 
his syndrome have many disabilities 
and severe learning delays. We were 
told he had scoliosis, missing ribs, 
facial abnormalities, and missing a 
kidney. Within weeks, therapy began 
and a few months later, the surgeries 
started. It wasn't until later, at the 
age of 2 1/2, we learned he was deaf 
in one ear and had a profound hear- 
ing loss in the other. Little by little he 
began to loss vision in one eye. 

From the beginning, we traveled 
to many specialists every week. It 
slowed down to once a month when 
he reached middle school. Despite all 
the doctors initial diagnosis, Cesar did 
very well in school as he earned most- 
ly A's and B's throughout elementary 
and middle school. With hard work, 
he overcame his physical disabilities. 
He was doing all the things the doc- 
tors said he wouldn't do. He over- 
came all the odds that were stacked 
against him. Throughout all the rude 
stares and comments from children 
and adults, he prevailed! 

By the 6th grade he began to soar! 
He was involved in deaf drama, 


which I thought was pretty cool, 
and played sports after school like 
soccer and baseball. Then in high 
school, he did amazingly well. He 
joined things that normally deaf kids 
don't do or join. He joined Cross 
Country and did so well he made it to 
the State Championship. He joined 
track, volleyball and JRIAD. His best 
running record was 2.15 minutes in 
“800 meter” (2 laps around a football 
field) and 5.07 minutes in “1 Mile” 
despite just having facial surgery that 
required a bone from his hip that 
same year. 

Although Cesar had many surger- 
ies, he always bounced back. One 
surgery that stands out, was that his 
scoliosis was very bad. Doctors said 
one wrong hit to his body could para- 
lyze him and emergency surgery was 
scheduled right away. In an 8 hour 
surgery, doctors placed two metal 
rods down his spine. Recovery was 
6 months, at least. Cesar was up and 
walking within 10 days. We couldn’t 
believe it, nor could the doctors. 
Cesar said it was hard but he knew he 
didn't want to be stuck in a bed for 6 
months. And if anyone remembers 
baby Cesar, he sure was energetic and 
always running somewhere. 

Today we are so proud of his accom- 
plishments. We want to congratu- 
late Cesar Lopez Jr. who graduated 
with a GPA of 3.75 from one of the 
50 top rated high schools in the 
U.S.- Hinsdale South High School 
in Illinois. He received awards for 
“Sportsmanship”, “3 Sport Athlete” 
and "Athletics”. He is enrolled to 
attend Harper College located in 
Palatine. IL in the fall where he will 
continue to run cross country and 


track. He wants to earn a degree in 
Medical Coding. We always encour- 
aged him to push past his limits and 
to put forth all his efforts in his school 
work. Even if he received an occa- 
sional "C”, we never put him down 
and always tried to build him up. We 
didn’t allow him to use his disability 
as an excuse not to do something or to 
try something new. 

Cesar would like to tell anyone who 
is reading this: “Don’t let anyone tell 
you, you can't do something. If I can 
do it, you can too!” 

I want to ask parents to always 
encourage your children, lift them up, 
say positive things about them, from 
their body to their character traits. 
Trust me, the world we live in and 


society will always try to bring them 
down. I also give all the credit to God 
who helped us through tough times 
and good times. Thanks to all the 
people who were involved in Cesar's 
life and helping us raise such a good 
young man. We love you Cesar with 
all our hearts and we are very proud 
of you! 

Love, 

Saundra (Mom), Cesar Sr. (Dad) 
your grandmother, Nadine Espinoza. 
You are going to accomplish many 
great things! 

(Editor's note: Nadine Espinoza is 
part of the Honwytewa family of 
Middle Verde. Nadine is tribal court 
advocate for the Nation.) 
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ment,” said Coach Larson. Pita Larson 
is the wife of Coach Larson and helps 
with coaching at the gym. 

Pita had all the confidence to win 
her first fight said Coach Larson. On 
the second fight, Pita came up short in 
the ring for the championship. 

“The first time I won, I thought I 
would be really nervous when I first 



Shayla Murdock stands next to Coach 
Larson and assistant coach Pita Larson 
of Larson Gym during Murdock's cham- 
pionship confirmation in Des Moines, 
Iowa. 


Murdock training hard with Pita Larson, assistant coach at Larson's Gym in Camp 
Verde. 


signed up for it but actually pretty 
calm when I got into the ring. Once I 
got in there, I kinda felt I knew what 
I was doing. So, I wasn't as nervous 
when I started fighting. I liked it. I had 
a lot of fun in there,” she said. “I was 
kinda sure I won the first one but the 
second one was a lot harder. The girl 
was bigger-— and taller than me. She 
had good straight punches” 

Other fighters from Camp Verde 
included Shawna Gallardo, 16 who 
won her first fight that Saturday and 
advancing to the championship that 
Sunday. 

Other fighters included Wesley 
Loveall who took home a loss and 
Inez Perez who also fought hard but 
a win to the other boxer according to 
Coach Larson. 

It was here that Shayla Murdock 
entered the ring. 

" She dominated every single 
round and displayed excellent tech- 
nique and left the ring as the Muay 
Thai Champion,” said Coach Larson 
proudly. 

Murdock said, “There's no real feel- 
ings for it. There are so many emo- 
tions all at once. You just kinda of 
think about all your steps to get to 
where you are, all the hard work, all 
the people involved-— and then, you 
realized you won! (with emphasis)” 

Murdock said the first fight on the 
previous day of the championship, 
she had trouble figuring out her oppo- 
nent. “She was very skilled, very tough 
but once I figured her out, I just used 
it. I was more aggressive and coun- 
tered what she did” 

In the final fight, Murdock hit her 


opponent so hard at the end of the 
first round that the referee had to stop 
the fight momentarily for an 8 count 
said Murdock. During 
this 8 count, it gave 
Murdock’s opponent 
to recover also. "At the 
beginning of the round 
I felt I had a chance at 
knocking her out,” said 
Murdock confidently. 

Coach Larson is a 
positive person and 
knows the business of 
training fighters, espe- 
cially teenagers. He was 
also a professional kick 


boxer once upon a time with many 

" Every fighter went and 
gave it their all. It takes a lot 
of hard work and courage to 
step forward in the ring. It is 
a sport not mean’t for every- 
one. Each fighter left the tour- 
nament a better fighter and 
will continue to train for the 
tournaments coming up,” said 
Coach Larson. 

In the U.S., the Larson Gym 
fighters are heading to the 
IKF Tournament in Orlando, 
Florida and then on to 
Thailand!!! 


wins. 


2016 USMFUSA 
junior Muayfflai 
Team 

July 5, 2016 




Artistic soul connects with nature and metal 


BY DON DECKER, 

YAN News 

Matagi Sorensen, Apache 
from the Yavapai- Apache Nation, 
has made a name for himself 
among art aficionados and col- 
lectors. Sorensen is a graduate 
of Northern Arizona University 
(Class of 2011) where he 
majored in metal smithing (BFA- 
Bachelor’s of Fine Arts) and his 
work is widely recognized and 
sought after today. 

Interestingly, Sorensen says he 
never finished high school but 
instead opted for a GED then 
attended Yavapai College for 2 
years. 

" After you leave school work- 
ing with the best equipment, you 
have to come up with a different 
way of doing it (designs and con- 
cepts),” said Sorensen 

While he was still at the univer- 
sity in Flagstaff, 
he began selling 
his jewelry piec- 
es. At the same 
time, he applied 
for the presti- 
gious Whiteman 
Foundation of 
Chicago which 
bestowed 
upon Sorensen 
a no-strings 
attached $5,000 
scholarship while he was still 
studying jewelry making at the 
university. “I filled out different 
papers and they announced it 
publically,” said Sorensen. “That 
boosted me a little bit,” he said. 
Of course, that was also enough 
to re-supply his precious met- 


als he uses in his art pieces. 
Sorensen says that materials to 
make jewelry are very expen- 
sive and he pointed out that he 
had one piece which 
retailed for $2,800, 
and the gold in it cost 
$800. And often, some 
customers do not take 
these types of matters 
into consideration 
when buying a piece. 

And then there 
was another award 
in 2011-12 called the 
Viola Award, a rec- 
ognition award that 
is given to emerg- 
ing artists in the city of Flagstaff. 
Sorensen's work gained the atten- 
tion of collectors quickly. 

Most of his pieces are based 
on personal observations of 
nature he says. "I look at the 
landscapes like Lake Powell and 
I take a sketch- 
book,” Sorensen 
said. Then he saw a 
city block on South 
Central Street in 
Phoenix, a broken 
building he ren- 
dered into one of 
his pieces. But it's 
not buildings you 
see but an abstrac- 
tion of the build- 
ings. If art is left to 
the imagination, then Sorensen's 
pieces are the ones to collect. 

"You get a visual image--of 
the surrounding areas, feeling 
the scenery and you take some of 
it into your eyes— dissect it and 
transform it,” he says with a pas- 
sion. 


“It's thinking-— feeling”, he 
adds. 

Sorensen is one-of-a-kind art- 
ist, and he is a square peg who 
doesn't fit 
into the hole 
because 
after 
looking at 
many of his 
pieces, it is 
apparent 
that his jew- 
elry designs 
don't 
appear to be 
traditional 
’Indian jew- 
elry 1 made into objects such as 
'squash blossoms! eagles, hum- 
mingbirds, and traditional tur- 
quoise bracelets. It is made with 
a twist. 

Sorensen participates in pres- 
tigious shows across the country 
and has just returned from the 
Eiteljorg Museum of American 
Indian Art Market in mid-June in 
Indianapolis, Indiana. 

With his third upcoming Santa 
Fe Indian Market in mid-August, 
his collectors are sure to make a 
quick path to his booth. 

Local Nation members 
remember Sorensen when he 
worked at the casino gift shop 
and "working the hard count” 
and a stint at one of the galler- 
ies in Sedona. Sorensen was 
also on the Board of Directors 2 
years ago for the casino until it 
was disbanded. In late June, he 
was appointed to the Nation's 
business board along with other 
members from the Nation. 
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up along with all of us 
camping. A prayer was 
given by the elder of the 
home and we all ate and 
talked about the day. It 
was a beautiful expe- 
rience, as we sat and 
watched the water run 
off the canyon walls and 
make its way into the vil- 
lage during a rain storm. 
I look forward to the 
next Pai Gathering and 
am grateful that I had 
an opportunity to share 
this experience with my 
loved ones. 



Courtesy photos by Marquez family. 


An outing for Summer Youth Workers from 
Work Investment Opportunity Act of the Nation 


BY NINA SANCHEZ, 
Coord inator/YAN 

On June 23, 2016, 
20 Summer Youth 
Workers attended a 
field trip to the Grand 
Canyon. We wanted to 
incorporate some cul- 
ture and history into 
the Summer Youth 
Program so we part- 
nered with the Yavapai 
Culture Department to 
make this trip possible. 
Thanks to Ms. Cindy 
Eaton and her connec- 
tions with the Camp 
Verde Unified School 
District, as she was 
able to get us a bus and 
transport us all for this 
field trip. 

As we arrived at our 
destination, we met up 
with the Yavapai Culture 
staff and Chris Coder, 
archeologist for the 
Nation. 

Mr. Coder went over 
the importance of safety 
when visiting the Grand 
Canyon and shared 
some statistics with the 
youth on what can hap- 
pen when you are not 


careful in certain activ- 
ities. Yavapai Culture 
Director Gertrude Smith 
spoke next and gave 
a brief history about 
Grand Canyon and 
shared some short sto- 
ries. A picnic lunch was 
served before we all 
scattered to explore the 
area. 

A few of the youth 
have never been to the 
Grand Canyon before. It 
was neat to witness the 
looks on their faces as 
they laid their eyes on 
the beautiful scenery for 
the first time. Even the 
youth who have visited 
the Grand Canyon mul- 
tiple times had a great 
time. 

Overall, the best part 
of the trip was the bus 
ride home. There were 
lots of jokes and laughs 
and we all got to know 
more about each other. 
This was a great group of 
kids and it's been a plea- 
sure to work with each 
and every one of them. 



Water pond is secured finally with a fence and locked 
gates. The Agriculture Resource Department built a 
holding pond east of the Mocasque Property as a back- 
up reservoir for irrigating crops in the nearby acreage. 
The fence is to discourage swimming in the pond as it 
is not open to the public and there are no life guards. 
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Primary winners on July 30 vie for top positions of the 

Nation in upcoming general election 


BY DON DECKER, 

YAN News 

Jane Winiecki of 
Clarkdale will run 
against incumbent 
Chairman Thomas 
Beauty of Middle Verde 
in the general election 
to be held on Saturday, 
September 17. Winiecki 
received 86 votes while 
Beauty garnered 78 
votes with a difference 
of 8 votes. 

For the Vice 


Chairperson’s posi- 
tion, Larry Jackson Sr. of 
Clarkdale received 151 
votes to incumbent Vice 
Chairperson Darlene 
Rubio's 87 votes, with a 
difference of 64 votes. 

The lone council posi- 
tion that will expire this 
year and is currently 
being held by Angelina 
Smith will also be decid- 
ed on at the general 
election. Six candidates 
including Smith are run- 
ning for this position. 



Thomas Beauty 



Jane Winiecki 



Larry Jackson, Sr. 



Darlene Rubio 


Election 2016 wrap-up 



BY DON DECKER, 

YAN News 

The Yavapai-Apache 
Nation held its primary 
election on July 30. For 
the first time, electron- 
ic voting machines were 
utilized to tabulate the 
results of the election. 

Usually, the old meth- 
od of voting using paper 
ballots seem to take up 
much of the evening 
at the council cham- 
bers where election 
officials spent several 
hours calling out each 
name of each candi- 
date and their votes. 
It was a tedious pro- 
cess whereby election 
officials literally stood 
up next to a dry eraser 
board marking down 
hatch-marks in groups 
of 5 signifying each can- 
didates votes. However, 
this year was much dif- 
ferent then before as the 
voting machines were 
brought into the coun- 
cil chambers where the 
machines from each dis- 


trict were placed in pub- 
lic view as the computer 
paper tapes spewed out 
the tally results of the 
votes cast in just a mat- 
ter of minutes. 

According to the 
voting results, Middle 
Verde, which has 
300+registered voters, 
had the highest num- 
ber of votes cast with 
179. There were 64 total 
absentee ballots cast. 

Separated by only 
8 votes, incumbent 
Chairman Thomas 
Beauty fared well com- 
ing in second (78) to 
new comer candidate 
Jane Winieki with 86 
votes. 

Beauty and Winieki 
will face off in the 
upcoming general elec- 
tion on September 
17 for the Tribal 
Chairperson position. 

This was a close elec- 
tion for these 2 candi- 
dates and reminding 
everyone of making an 
effort to vote in elec- 
tions. 


In the Vice 
Chairperson catego- 
ry, Larry Jackson, Sr. 
of Clarkdale garnered 
151 votes with Vice 
Chairwoman Darlene 
Rubio getting 87 votes 
with a difference of 64 
votes. 

Jackson carried 
his home district of 
Clarkdale (42) while 
Rubio maintained her 
highest vote (55) in 
Middle Verde which 
placed her just 10 votes 
behind Jackson's 55 
votes in Middle Verde. 

Middle Verde district 
had the highest num- 
ber of votes for the Vice 
Chairperson position as 
it has the largest popula- 
tion of the 4 districts. 

Rubio and Jackson 
will be vying for the Vice 
Chairperson position on 
the September 17 elec- 
tion. 

The 4 candidates 
running for the Tribal 
Chairperson and Vice 
Chairperson now have 
the opportunity to 


make their case to some 
additional 200 vot- 
ers that voted for other 
candidates for Tribal 
Chairperson and Vice 
Chairperson positions 
during primary election. 

Some of the candi- 
dates for both the Tribal 
Chairperson and Vice 
Chairperson did not 


place in the primary 
election, and are now 
continuing on to place 
their name for the lone 
council position. These 
candidates are: 

Linda Evans 
Dave Kinsey 
Siera Russell 
Trudy Clark 
Princess Couyancy* 


Angelina Smith* 
Individuals marked 
by an asterisk were not 
involved with the Tribal 
Chairperson or Vice 
Chairperson primary 
election but will partici- 
pate in the general elec- 
tion. 


Local kickboxers win big in Orlando > Florida 


BY DON DECKER, 

YAN News 

Yavapai-Apache 
Nation gets placed on 
the map once more with 
2 local fighters taking 
the top awards for their 
abilities in Florida the 
weekend of July 23 & 24. 

Its hot and humid 
with 100% humidity in 
the deep south but that 
didn't keep Pita Larson 
from winning her first 
fight with a TKO in the 
first round. 

In the second fight on 
Saturday, another win 
for Larson that took her 
to the Championship 
fight. 


“I fought for the third 
time this tournament 
but came up short on 
the win losing decision. 

I came in second for the 
tournament out of the 5 
women in my division,” 
said Larson. Overall, 
that’s a 2 win and 1 
loss for Larson. Clifford 
Larson, husband of 
Pita Larson wore the 
Nation’s flag as a cape 
around the boxing ring 
to celebrate his wife's 
winning the matches. 

Chris Trentelman, a 
junior fighter from the 
city of Camp Verde, won 

his first fight Saturday Coach Clifford Larson stands proudly with the Larson 

Gym kick boxers who took recognition and titles home. 

SEE KICKBOXERS PAGE 5 Left : Chris Trentelman, Coach Larson and Pita Larson 




photos courtesy of Larson’s Gym-Camp Verde. 

Chris Trentelman wins his title with an official recogni- 
tion and support from his personal coach. 
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OPINION 


My 

Opinion 

BY DON DECKER, 

Editor of YAN Newsletter 

It's that time again when 
politicians come out of the 
woodwork promising this 
and that. It's been a long 
spell since the last election for the 2 top positions of 
the government. 

This is a critical election for the voters because it 
also includes the lone council position. 

With the top 3 positions opening up, candidates 
are busy lining up their platforms, cooking neigh- 
borhood BBQs and nice photographs to pass out 
and share with YOU, the voter. 

The sign companies who print the signs and the 
printing companies printing outdoor posters, flyers 
and brochures for the candidates will make lots of 
money in the next few weeks. Everybody wins when 
it comes time for an election including the grocery 
stores that make the candidates' cakes and picnic 
specials (No baloney sandwiches please!). 

I can’t remember which presidential candidate 
of the U.S. said he would "put a chicken in every pot 
and a car in every back yard” if he won. This was 
years ago before my time. 

No political candidate is that brazen anymore. 
The candidates like to ride the fence, meaning, they 
can be swayed in another direction if the wind is 
blowing in that direction. In other words, you can't 
promise that everyone will get a new car if he or she 
is elected or a paid day at the casino! 

Many candidates running for public office like 
to use the word 'transparency! It's a very big word 
that all politicians like to use. I looked up the word 
in the dictionary and it states "something you can 
see through” like a glass door or a clear plastic pop 
bottle. I asked grandma what she thought 'trans- 
parency” meant and she didn't have a clue so I told 
her about the glass door and the clear plastic pop 
bottle. She said, “I don't need a new living room 
window and no pop... it's bad for you” 

As you can see, the slate of politicians vying 
for these various positions will have to do a lot of 
homework, lots of talking and convincing the vot- 
ers. 

Gooooood luck YAN political candidates!! 

Don't forget to vote on September 17 !!! 



Nation's political candidates state their cause 


BY DON DECKER, 

YAN News 

The public forum 
held at the Nation’s 
council chambers on 
July 23 attracted 67 
potential voters as 13 
candidates had an op- 
portunity to field ques- 
tions proposed by the 
general public in atten- 
dance. The League of 
Women Voters from 
Verde Valley with 
Barbara Littrel and 2 
assistants coordinat- 
ed the forum by timing 
each response and the 
forum was completed 
under 2 hours and 40 
minutes. 

Topics of discussion 
surrounded water rights, 
what changes could 
be made about the 
Nation's Constitution, 
the meaning of 'sover- 
eignty,' enrollment crite- 
ria, housing and several 
other topics that were 
proposed by the ques- 
tions generated by the 
voters in attendance. 

Candidates were 
long on generalities 
and short on specif- 
ics with several themes 
running through. Most 
candidates agreed (with 
exception of 3 candi- 
dates) that 'at will' poli- 
cy needed revamping or 
done away with and that 
employees should be 
given a reprieve when 
their work performance 
is brought into question 
and not fired on the spot 


(at will). 

The word 'sovereign' 
seemed nebulous to the 
candidates and a com- 
ment was made by a 
candidate that the state 
could encroach upon 
the Nation’s inherent 
powers in self-govern- 
ment. 

The matter of enroll- 
ment was almost unan- 
imous although one 
candidate felt that the Vi 
minimum blood quan- 
tum should be main- 
tained for another 6 
years and to not change 
the current enrollment 
ordinance. 

Three candidates felt 
that proving family lin- 
eage based on enroll- 


ment going back to 1934 
(Indian Reorganization 
Act) would be sufficient 
to justify enrollment of 
new members without 
blood quantum require- 
ments. 

The vast majority of 
the candidates agreed 
that the minimum blood 
quantum requirement 
of 1/8 was enough to 
justify enrolling new 
members by changing 
the enrollment criteria. 
The rationale for this is 
that in the coming years, 
if the blood quantum 
isn't changed lower than 
the current minimum 
Va blood quantum for 
enrollment, the Nation 
may become extinct. 


One candidate went 
so far as to propose that 
off-springs should marry 
only tribal members to 
prevent the dilution of 
blood lines. 

After this event, these 
candidates went on to 
the primary election 
which was held on July 
30. After the primary, 5 
candidates dropped out 
completely to not con- 
tinue on to the general 
election. 

(See details of the July 
30 election on page 1.) 



Candidates participate in public forum on Jon July 23 


Nation's agriculture resource department 
sponsors workshops for youth 


By Don Decker, YAN News 

Under the direction of Yolanda Trujillo, 
Agriculture Resource manager, a workshop was 
held at the tribal ranch across from Middle Verde 
for area youths. Trujilo invited several departments 
to offer mini-workshops for the youth. 

This day brought youth to the Nation's ranch 
where the CHR Program and WIC program taught 
some young girls how to cook healthy meals. “CHR 
was asked to have a cooking class and to teach 
about nutrition and using foods that the agriculture 
grows and how our program are all connected,” said 
CHR manager Linda Rocha. 

Suzzette Dawdy- CHR coordinator, Renee 


Gonzales WIC coordinator and Pauline Jackson, 
administrative assistant from the Nation’s 
Agriculture Department assisted with all the food 
prep for the cooking activity. 

"Cooking healthy can taste good, look good and 
smell good without spending a lot of money and it’s 
fun. I hope that's what the young people got out of 
it and possibly have a career in community health,” 
added Rocha. The EPA Department, Archeology 
Department with Chris Coder and Marti Blad, util- 
ity manager from the Utility Authority gave a short 
presentation for the youth and staff members of the 
participants including the Rec Department. 



Girls prepare stir fry made from natural organic vege- 
tables and low fat meat. Linda Rocha (back) gives good 
and safe directions for the students. 


Working Hard, or Hardly Working? 


Submitted by: Edwin 
Hazelwood Jr 
EDA Assistant 

The Economic 
Development Authority 
(EDA) for the Yavapai- 
Apache Nation (Nation) has 
participated in a very pro- 
active year so far. EDA has 
been a contributor to vari- 
ous projects for the Nation 
in trying to develop ideas 
that will bring growth and 
opportunity to our Tribal 
Citizens. EDA ; s vision is to 
"move forward one step at a 
time towards economic sov- 
ereignty" and to do this we as 
a Nation, need to invest in a 
variety of different economic 
projects to ensure a financial- 
ly secure future. 

The projects will be sec- 
tioned into three segments: 
Potential New Business 
Ventures and Expansions, 
Cost Saving Measures, and 
Infrastructure (institution- 
al and construction). These 
items will be used by the 
Nation to either generate rev- 
enue or reduce the amount of 
costs that the Nation accrues 
in energy use. 

Potential New Business 
Ventures and Expansions 

One of the bigger projects 


that we are currently working 
on is the potential venture 
of a Vineyard. This project 
is currently in the research 
stage which includes the 
development of a business 
plan, feasibility study and 
market analysis. This proj- 
ect is being funded by a 
grant from the United States 
Department of Agriculture 
(USD A) which was award last 
fiscal year 2015-2016 in the 
amount of $57,000. Currently 
EDA and Northern Arizona 
University's Center for 
American Indian Economic 
Development (NAU CAIED) 
program are conducting a 
study on the industry of viti- 
culture. Viticulture is the sci- 
ence, production, and study 
of grapes. EDA is research- 
ing the growth in the vine- 
yard industry especially with 
the Verde Valley becoming a 
vineyard tourist destination; 
EDA views this project not 
only as an economic oppor- 
tunity but as a water usage 
project for sustainable and 
responsible water rights of 
the Nation. EDA also sees 
the potential for job cre- 
ation and in both skilled and 
medium waged jobs. The 
vineyard project is specif- 


ically designed for growing 
grapes for retail for both table 
grapes and wine grapes. The 
final report should be com- 
pleted within the next couple 
of months and community 
presentations will be given 
on this potential venture. 
The initial goals of this devel- 
opment do not include the 
Nation making its own wine 
however contributing reve- 
nue indicators and expansion 
concepts have included the 
possibility of making wine. 
EDA will continue to work 
on this project for at least 
the next year while we gather 
quantitative data regarding 
weather within the region 
where we plan to place the 
Vineyard. 

Another project that EDA 
has been a part of is a possi- 
ble expansion of the Yavapai- 
Apache Nation Sand & Rock 
organization through the 
addition of an Asphalt Plant. 
EDA received a grant in the 
amount of $69,850 through 
the Department of Interior 
(DOI) for a Market Analysis 
to be conducted on the possi- 
ble expansion. EDA has pub- 
lished a Request for Proposal 
in which EDA had received 
two different interests in 


the project. Ultimately, it 
was decided that a busi- 
ness called EnviroMine 
Corporation will be con- 
ducting the research behind 
the Market Analysis to see 
whether or not this possible 
expansion is a feasible step 
for the Nation to take. The 
research work will begin in 
Early August 2016, with the 
final report expected in early 
December. 

Cost-Saving Measures 

Renewable energy has 
been an important topic of 
discussion since 2011 and as 
a top priority for cost-saving 
measures. Every year begin- 
ning in 2011, EDA has sub- 
mitted numerous grants to 
fund either construction 
projects for new and exist- 
ing units or Energy Analysis 
Studies of total energy con- 
sumption of the Nation with 
limited success. EDA has 
researched the different 
types of solar energy uses to 
lower electrical costs of the 
Nation, whether it's through 
the installation of new solar 
systems or revitalizing old 
systems that are already in 
place. More importantly to 
minimize initial capital costs 
of solar systems less federal 


and state rebates or refunds, 
EDA has also explored energy 
efficient improvements as an 
immediate savings impact. 
EDA recently applied for a 
grant to the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs to conduct a Nation- 
wide study of energy use and 
prioritize potential cost-sav- 
ings measures for the Nation. 

Institutional Infrastructure 

Our final project topic is 
the institutional infrastruc- 
ture piece. The Nation's insti- 
tutional infrastructure piece 
deals with identifying new 
revenue streams through 
the use of taxation. Taxation 
sometimes is not viewed as 
popular choice but this proj- 
ect is needed for our Nation. 

EDA is currently in collab- 
oration with the Indigenous 
Peoples Development 
Foundation (IPDF) to reju- 
venate the Nation's current 
tax plan in regards to miner- 
al and fuel excess taxation. 
The IPDF will work closely 
with EDA, Finance and the 
Attorney General's Office 
in order to create a fair and 
just taxation system that will 
benefit the Nation and its cit- 
izens. This will bring in new 
revenue and contributions to 
the overall financial earnings 


of the Nation and will help 
provide the necessary stan- 
dards for taxation on tribal 
lands. 

EDA has had a very pro- 
ductive first half of 2016. 
These projects are just a 
handful of tasks that we have 
worked on with numerous 
other ventures not men- 
tioned. If you have any 
questions or want to know 
what other projects we have 
worked on or have been a 
part of, EDA encourages you 
to please visit us. Our door 
is always open and we will 
personally go through all our 
projects with you. We will 
also take any ideas that the 
community may think that 
the Nation needs in regards 
to economic development, 
and try our best to see where 
we can make your idea fit. 

For more information 
or questions regarding this 
article please contact Buddy 
Rocha Jr at his email of bud- 
dyrochajr@yan-tribe.org or 
the EDA office number (928)- 
649-6928. If you would like 
to contact myself, Edwin 
Hazelwood Jr, please email 
edafrontdesk@yan-tribe.org 
or contact the office number 
above. 
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TRIBAL ELECTION CANDIDATES 



Angelina Smith 



Jane Winiecki 


I am the daughter of 
Norman and Priscilla Smith; 
I am the proud grand- 
daughter of the late Ernest 
and Bernice (Sine) Smith. 
I come from a long line of 
honorary tribal leaders, my 
Grandfather was a coun- 
cilman and my father was 
a councilman as well as 
the Vice Chairman of our 
Nation. 

I grew up in the era where 
leaders demonstrated what 
true leadership embodies. I 
watched and learned from 
our past leaders. 

These leaders have 
instilled in me the compas- 
sion for their people and 
the continued growth of our 
Nation. They have lead the 
Nation to some of the big- 
gest successes in our history 
I would like to help contin- 
ue to build upon the legacy 
they built for the Yavapai- 
Apache people, success has 
no expiration as long as we 
work together to move for- 
ward and remain inspired 
from our past. 

I have been in the casino 
industry and I understand 
what is happening with our 
biggest revenue making 
venue. I have grown up in 
an environment where busi- 
nesses struggled and over- 
came all obstacles. I have 
seen the Nation when we 
were relying on only hope 
and our dreams became 
reality. Our Nation succeed- 
ed in a World Class Industry 
"The Indian Gaming World" 

I have witnessed an envi- 
ronment where businesses 
have struggled and over- 
came all obstacles. This has 
shown me that as a Nation 
we can overcome any obsta- 
cles as long as we remain 
determined, honest and 
always willing to educate 
ourselves and aim for suc- 
cess. 

In April of 2015, I was 
elected as a Council per- 
son, as I embarked on this 


new journey 
to become a 
Tribal leader I 
was faced with 
people who 
believe in me 
and I humbly 
offered the 
promise, the 
promise to 
remain open 
and honest as 
well as always 
willing to lis- 
ten to con- 
cerns, taking 
initiative and 
voicing issues 
amongst my fel- 
low leaders and communi- 
ty for the betterment of our 
Nation. 

I knew a time where our 
Nation was relying solely on 
hope, and finally seeing our 
dreams unfold before us, in 
order to maintain our vision 
we must continuously work 
towards stability. We must 
have a plan for our future! 

I realize that the econo- 
my and the way of life has 
changed and with that we 
need to move forward to 
keep up with ever changing 
society. The diversity is vast, 
the land and water are a 
good source of what we were 
given by our creator, and we 
must take care of them and 
never lose our source. 

As a Council member I 
support and promote edu- 
cation, encourage our youth 
to be the best that they can 
be as a person. I have com- 
passion and respect for our 
elders. They are our link 
to our history as indige- 
nous people and most of all 
who we are today. My plan 
includes seeking housing 
for all members, as well as 
employment for our people. 

I offer openness, hones- 
ty, leadership with integrity, 
and the ability to work dil- 
igently to improve the sta- 
tus of our Nation and our 
people. I want to encour- 
age a positive change, while 
preserving our past and 
embracing our future. 

In September when you 
go to the polls to vote in the 
General Election, please 
re-elect Angelina Smith for 
the Yavapai-Apache Tribal 
Council 


Thank you very much for 
your support in the Primary 
election. How do we move 
forward now? The fight for 
our lands, our water, our 
Sovereignty and our very 
existence will continue for 
as long as we live on this 
land. But what is happening 
to our people today as we 
work to preserve our future? 
What work can we do now 
to promote the common 
welfare of tribal members? 
What do members want to 
see happen today? What 
are some of the issues I will 
focus on: 

1 . We must not ignore the 
high salaries of the Chair 
and Vice- Chair... when our 
children need funding for 
braces today, education 
costs are rising and need 
additional funding, our 
departments need addition- 
al employees and funding, 
our elders need attention, 
and we need housing for 
working members today. 
Why must we cut back on 
services when our leaders 
make 6 figure salaries? 

2. We must not ignore 
that policies and procedures 
are being overlooked, allow- 
ing our tribal members to 
be fired at-will today, even 
though the practice was put 
into place many years ago 
for non-tribal employees. 
Moral is low and so work 
efficiency suffers. 

3. We must not ignore 
the practice of excluding 
members from tribal pro- 
ceedings, when the Code 
Of Ethics says elected offi- 
cials must conduct public 
deliberations and processes 
openly. 

4. We must look for 
other funding opportu- 


nities through expanded 
Economic Development and 
Grant funding. The current 
budget is at its limit so it's 
time for more creative busi- 
ness practices. 

5. We must recognize the 
many needs of our children 
and work to protect our 
youth from addiction and 
substance abuse. What is all 
this talk of our future if our 
children aren't taken care 
of? 

6. We must realize that 
almost half our population 
live off reservation boundar- 
ies and they deserve a voice 
and benefits as tribal mem- 
bers. We need to expand our 
media options. 

7. We should be discuss- 
ing how to bring an elder- 
ly home and our own rehab 
facility to the Nation. 

8. We must continue 
to support the efforts to 
up-date our Constitution. 

9. We must create gov- 
erning boards for exist- 
ing departments such as 
Housing and Economic 
Development. 

10. We must continue to 
expand our health care and 
social services. There should 
be more services not less. 

These are a few of the 
challenges we face and 
there will always be more. 
Instead of continually cut- 
ting back, let us continually 
add to our resources. Please 
let your voice be heard and 
join with me in creating a 
new vision for the Yavapi- 
Apache Nation. Vote for 
Jane Russell-Winieclci as 
Chairwoman. 



Trudy Clark 

Hello my name is Trudy 
Lewis Clark, I was born and 
raised in Globe, Arizona. I 
am from the East Verde 
Clan, my parents are the 
late Glenn and Nora (Hans) 
Lewis. My paternal grand- 
parents are the late Dixon 
and Annie Lewis and mater- 
nal grandparents are John 
and Allie (Jones) Hans. 

I graduated from 
Northern Arizona University 
with a Bachelor's of Science 
in Business Administration 
and also obtained an 
advanced degree and grad- 
uated from the University of 
Phoenix with a Masters in 
Accountancy. I am currently 
pursuing a Certified Public 
Accountant (CPA) license. 

I am currently employed 
with a regional full service 
CPA and business advisory 
firm as an Audit Associate 
that specializes in providing 
clients, mainly tribal govern- 
ments in analyzing financial 
statements, testing internal 
controls and evaluate risks, 
reviewing tribal enterpris- 
es for fiscal responsibility, 
audit grant programs for 
federal compliance. I have 
performed such duties the 
last four years. 

During the last four years, 
I have acquired a thorough 
understanding of the con- 
cepts of powers and checks 
and balances as a means 
of providing for a responsi- 
ble tribal government. Our 
elected council members 
have a huge responsibility 
to their constituency (tribal 
members). 

I have over 20 years of 
casino gaming operations 
and management expe- 
rience. I have previously 
held the position of General 
Manager at Cliff Castle 
Casino and the Director 
of Internal Audit for the 
Nation and Cliff Castle 
Casino respectively. My 
current/previous positions 
have exposed me to a thor- 
ough working knowledge of 
the financial management 
of gaming operations, trib- 
al governments, and tribal 
enterprises. 


If elected to tribal coun- 
cil, I will strive to inform the 
people of our true financial 
situation, while working 
to pass the Nation's fiscal 
year annual budget. Our 
Nation's Constitution spe- 
cifically states that, the exec- 
utive, legislative, and judi- 
cial branches, each provide 
some checks on the others. 
This can be accomplished 
through being transparent 
and practicing due dili- 
gence. Too many financial 
decisions have been made 
that have resulted in mas- 
sive losses ($100 million 
plus) for the Nation, which 
will most likely not be 
totally recoverable. The 
last Annual Report provid- 
ed to the members was in 
2013, the members should 
be provided with the cur- 
rent financial information 
because the purpose for an 
Annual Report is to inform 
the tribal membership of 
the financial status and per- 
formance of the Nation. If 
elected, I will make this a 
priority. I believe that the 
tribal membership deserve 
to be informed of the tribal 
council's decisions in proj- 
ects that would greatly affect 
the Nation financially. 

In order to continue our 
self-determination into 
the future, the tribal coun- 
cil must use care and con- 
sideration in performing 
their due diligence in pro- 
tecting the Nation's valu- 
able resources, assets, and 
building better transparen- 
cy. Our tribal sovereignty is 
the power of the people, we 
as a Nation, have the power 
to decide how to govern our 
lands, which is the foun- 
dation of tribal economic 
growth. This foundation 
must be strengthened. 

The spirit of my cam- 
paign is to help improve 
transparency between the 
executive, legislative bodies 
and the tribal membership. 
If elected to serve as your 
public servant, I will focus 
on accountability through 
transparency and improving 
lines of communication. I 
want to set the tone for the 
Nation that we are all in it 
together! 



Larry Jackson 


I am a candidate for the Yavapai-Apache 
Nation Vice-Chairman and I respectfully ask for 
your consideration. 

My mother was the late, Lucille Rose Keyope 
(Hopi) of Monelcopi Village and my father is 
Stanley David Jackson (Apache) of Clarlcdale, 
Arizona. I have three adult children, Bernadette, 
Monique and Lawrence Jr. and nine (9) grand- 
children. 

I was born in Los Angeles County Hospital in 
1954 and lived in several different places before 
coming to the Nation at the age of 16 and have 
called the Clarlcdale Reservation Community 
home since then. I completed High School and 
went on to attend Lamson Business College 
and subsequently worked for the BIA and IHS. 
Eventually, I returned home and enlisted in 
the US Army in 1981 and retired in 2001. After 
returning home once again, I have kept busy 
working and supporting wherever the opportu- 


nity has allowed. I have served as the Pastor of 
Bethany Baptist Church, Clarlcdale Reservation 
Community for 15 years and have worked as 
an AIMs (Arizona Instrument of Measurement) 
Tutor for the Clarlcdale-Jerome School District, 
JOM Tutor (YAN), Accounting Clerk (YAN) and 
currently work as the Tribal Employment Rights 
(TERO) Office and Safety Coordinator for the 
Nation. In addition, I have been a Big Brothers/ 
Big Sisters mentor, Yavapai College Foundation 
Board Member, Caucus Representative to the 
American Baptist Churches USA American 
Indian Caucus and was chosen as the 2010 
Yavapai College President's Alumni of the Year. 
Over the years in the Army I completed an 
Associates of Science Degree from New York 
Regents College and upon returning home, an 
Associates of Arts Degree from Yavapai College 
in 2010. And finally, I am the Chaplain for 
the American Legion Post 25 in Cottonwood, 


Arizona. 

I am running for Vice-Chairman because I 
feel service to the Nation and its members is 
a wonderful opportunity. Through the years 
I have gained a wide range of administrative 
experience which would allow me to effectively 
support the purposes of the Nation's government 
and tribal members. I also feel that it would be a 
natural progression after serving in the Defense 
of the Nation, serving as Pastor in the Clarlcdale 
Community, serving both, the Yavapai-Apache 
children and others as a mentor and tutor, serv- 
ing as a volunteer on boards and in the larger 
community. It is this service that has taught me 
that service is not about power or authority but 
about humility, respect and selfless service. This 
is what I will bring to the Office of the Vice- Chair. 

Respectfully, 

Larry Jackson 



Darlene Rubio 


Dagot'ee, Mah hahm-jih-gah 

I want to thank each and every one of you 
who affirmed your support for my candidacy 
for the Vice Chairperson during the recent 
Primary Election on July 30. 

For the past 3 years, as your Vice 
Chairperson I accomplished what I said I 
would do during my first term. I want to 
continue with the vital issues that are fac- 
ing us such as the water settlement which 
needs our complete attention in the coming 
months. 

With your continued support in the 
upcoming General Election, we, as a Nation, 
can go forward to continue to meet the goals 
we have established as a community and a 
Nation. 

Reason for Candidacy: Why am I run- 
ning for Vice Chairwoman of the Yavapai 
Apache Nation? To continue to support the 
welfare of tribal membership in both a social 
and economic capacity for the benefit of 
our Nation and the people it serves. I feel 
a strong devotion to my Nation and while 
in office focused on concerns and issues 
affecting the people. I have an open caring 


mind to understand that there are everyday 
situations that impact the lives of our people 
and try to help that need through available 
resources of our tribal government. 

Leaders should have compassion and 
concerns for the lives of their people and 
voice their opinions in a positive way that is 
helpful to the needs of the member. Leaders 
should be honest and genuine. 

I have witnessed the growth of our Nation 
and it has made remarkable strides within 
the tribal government to provide services 
that take care of the young and old, fami- 
lies of all ages within and off the reserva- 
tion. Tribal Leadership must continue with 
the same foresight of our past leadership. 
Together we have to be innovative and cre- 
ative to create a sustainable economy. We 
are a strong people and have overcome 
many adversities since our return to our 
homeland. I feel blessed and proud to be a 
member of the Yavapai-Apache Nation. 

I am grateful for the opportunity to serve 
as your elected Vice Chairwoman and ask 
for your support to continue to do the job in 
the next upcoming election. 


Background: 

Born: Cottonwood, AZ to David & Cecilia 
Smith; granddaughter to Tom & Lilly Smith. 
I grew up on the Middle Verde Reservation 
with 4 brothers and 2 sisters. I have two (2) 
children and (2) grandchildren. 

Education: Stewart Indian High School- 
Carson City, Nevada; Junior College 
in Tucson AZ and 2 years of Business 
Administration at Yavapai College- Clarlcdale 
AZ. Earned Certificates in Legal field 
i.e. Paralegal, Legal Assistant & Private 
Investigation. 

Professional Experiences: 

Vice -Chairperson-Yavapai -Apache 
Nation, 2013 to current. 

Tribal Council member from 1996 
through 2009. 

Various positions within Yavapai-Apache 
Nation Administration that includes the 
Tribal Court, Health Programs and Casino / 
Gaming Operations. 

Ihehye, Hah-nih-gum 

Thank you. 

Darlene Rubio, your future Vice Chair. 
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Linda Sue Evans 


My name is Linda Sue Evans everyone 
calls me Linda Evans. Em the daughter of 
the late Laskey George Evans and Flora 
(Waterman) Evans my paternal grandparents 
Zoolcie Evans and Sadie (Francis) Bear, my 
great grandfather was the late Henry Irving 
and great grandmother Lizzie Irving. My 
maternal grandparents were the late Wallace 
Waterman and Carma (Manaya)Waterman. I 
am half Abaja on my mother's side and half 
Dilzhe'eh on my father's side. I come from 
the Yavapai Yuman Band Tolkapaya and my 
Dizhe'eh clan is Tudotilizen(Blue Water/ 
Fossil Creek) l A and M Sai edigai (white sand 
people). 


I have worked for Yavapai-Apache Nation 
in various departments from August 1978 to 
now. My dedication to the positions I held 
to the highest of my ability. My qualification 
and certification in my jobs have help me 
achieve to work with my people in the five 
communities and also with the ones out of 
the area. I volunteer in various committees 
with the YAN, local and state level. Prior to 
holding public office I've gained significant 
expertise in tribal government. 

To improve the lives of the Yavapai- 
Apache people I would like to have 
some strategy planning with Economic 
Development for more business ventures so 


we can generate revenue to allow the tribal 
government to continue to provide tribal 
assistance, and opportunities to the mem- 
bership. With that said also work hard for 
our water right settlement that has not been 
settled with SRP and CAP. There is a great 
need to start putting land into trust or trade 
with other government agency, to where we 
YAN can make use of the land. Like to con- 
tinue with the priority list that the council 
has been working on for years and start mov- 
ing forward with whatever comes before us. 
While envisioning a secure future for our 
youth. 



Thomas Beauty 




Dave Kinsey 


To My Fellow Tribal 
Members: DAGOTEH / 
MAH HAHM-GAH GAH 
MYUJEH 

It has been an honor to 
serve as your Chairman 
for the past three (3) years. 
Together, with the Tribal 
Council and as a commu- 
nity, we have accomplished 
many great things and con- 
tinue to move forward to 
make sure that our people 
have a strong and prosper- 
ous future. This September, 
I seek your support and vote 
for Chairman of the Yavapai- 
Apache Nation, so that we 
can continue to build upon 
the foundation and success 
we achieved. 

I am the son of the late 
Earlene Beauty and Ira Datsi 
and the grandson of the 
late Earl Beauty and Hazel 
Beauty. I am a proud mem- 
ber of the Yavapai-Apache 
Nation and have lived in the 
Middle Verde tribal commu- 
nity my entire life where I 
continue to raise my family. 

When I took the oath of 
office in 2013, I committed 
to four (4) principle prior- 
ities to focus on during 
my term as Chairman 
which included: Federal 
Water Rights Negotiations, 
Development of Tribal 
Housing, Development of 
Infrastructure and Economic 
Development and to bring 
unity to the Tribal Council. 

Today, as Chairman I can 
confidently tell my people 
that we have successfully 
been in discussion with Salt 
River Project and the State 
of Arizona, we have provided 
updates and support from 
the Arizona Congressional 
delegation, hosted sever- 
al discussions with Verde 
Valley water stakeholders 
and through this effort we 
are closer than we have ever 
been to introducing legis- 
lation for a Federal Indian 
Water Rights Settlement 


for the Yavapai- 
Apache Nation. 
What does this 
mean for our peo- 
ple? This means 
that we can con- 
tinue to develop 
businesses, build 
housing and grow 
our tribal pop- 
ulation with the 
security that our 
people will have 
perpetual access to 
water. It has been 
an immense honor 
to work on this 
issue, knowing that 
over 30 years ago 
our elders, many 
of whom who have 
passed on, started 
the settlement pro- 
cess. 

Over the past few years, 
we have started to develop a 
total of 73 new homes, a park 
and new community cen- 
ter in our tribal community. 
These new homes will pro- 
vide additional housing to 
families, elders and off-res- 
ervation members who seek 
to return home to the Verde 
Valley. 

Since we developed the 
casino back in 1995, our 
community has lacked the 
infrastructure such as water 
and sewer to develop more 
businesses. With the Tribal 
Council, we implemented 
new infrastructure that pro- 
vides additional opportu- 
nities for future economic 
development in the casino 
corridor such as the devel- 
opment of the new hotel. 

As Chairman I have 
made sure our people have 
a voice at the table and 
our positions on issues are 
always heard. I serve as a 
regional representative on 
the National Tribal Leaders 
Diabetes Committee, was 
the Vice President of the 
Arizona Indian Gaming 
Association, was the 1st 
Executive Vice President 
and currently the President 
of the Board of Directors of 
the Inter-Tribal Council of 
Arizona. 

In 2015 I was honored by 
Arizona Business Magazine 
and recognized as a Minority 
Business Leader of the Year 
for my work at the Nation 
on issues such as gaming, 
healthcare, economic devel- 
opment and natural resourc- 
es. 

As we approach the 
Nation's election for 
Chairman, I ask for your 
continued support and vote 
and together we will contin- 
ue to make progress for our 
people. 


A letter to my fellow tribal 
members: 

A letter to my fellow tribal 
members: 

First, I am grateful for 
the opportunity to express 
what is in my heart for my 
people while also demon- 
strating my experience and 
education. This position 
demands equal amounts of 
education, experience and 
sincere understanding of 
what it means to be Yavapai- 
Apache. It is important for 
the voters to know who 
is requesting to serve the 
Nation. 

As Yavapai-Apache's in 
the 21st century we are in 
a unique position. We must 
protect our past, secure 
our present and safeguard 
our future. The uniqueness 
of our sovereignty gives us 
the ability to design an exis- 
tence that meets our needs. 
We should be protecting our 
past by taking care of our 
elders and learning from 
them; doing so will ensure 
our traditions, culture and 
languages stay alive. We 
should be securing our pres- 
ent by taking advantage of 
every opportunity we have 
for all of us to progress. 
Finally, we should be safe- 
guarding our future by pro- 
tecting our children and our 
rights to remain a self-gov- 
erned tribe. 

We need leaders that 
keep the best interest of the 
Nation and it's individuals 
above everything else. On 
council, I will fight to protect 
our Nation in all arenas and 
work on improving the lives 
of all tribal members. In the 
wake of suicide, addiction 
and uncertain economic 
times our Nation needs this 
more than ever. 

I realize addressing the 
state of our Nation requires 
more than just my degree 


and more than 
simply knowing 
what is happen- 
ing. It is being 
able to say you 
have been with 
your people 
through the good 
and bad times. 
As an educated 
person I can see 
where our Nation 
needs economic 
stimulation and 
protection. As a 
woman, mother, 
wife and friend 
I know the loss 
many of us have 
experienced as 
a result of sui- 
cide. As a previous 
employee of the 
Nation's ASA department I 
know our youth need some- 
one willing to fight for their 
lives. As a community mem- 
ber I know what is missing at 
home. As a tribal member, 
with family in other states, 
I see how the needs of our 
people off the reservation 
are going unmet. 

On council I will be able 
to logically address the 
Nation's issues while giv- 
ing first hand insight. When 
tribal members voice their 
concerns for lack of police 
presence, the influx of drug 
abuse or their inability to 
access the Nation's resourc- 
es I can apply skill, educa- 
tion and experience towards 
a successful solution. I will 
fight for real results for our 
real problems. 

I will act by the consent 
of the people. I will apply 
my education and heart 
because this is my commu- 
nity/family/tribe. I want 
to give back to the Nation 
that made me; my dues are 
owed here. I know my peo- 
ple are tired of hearing the 
same campaign promises 
over and over again and it 
breaks my heart to hear 
tribal members say they are 
ashamed of our government. 
Our elders worry about the 
misguidance of our Nation 
and young people believe 
their vote doesn't count. 
Change has to happen, but 
it cannot happen if we don't 
vote in a different type of 
leader. With the right leaders 
we can rekindle the strength 
and unity that enabled us to 
survive genocide and claim 
our place in today's world. 
Please allow me to be The 
Change The Nation Needs 

and The Voice The People 

Deserve. 

Sincerely, 

Princess K. Couyancy 


Dear Communities and 
Enrolled Tribal Members of 
the Yavapai-Apache Nation, 

My name is Dave Kinsey 
Jr. a candidate in this years' 
2016 Election for the office 
of Council. I am the son of 
Reba (Lewis) Franco and 
Dave Kinsey Sr. My wife 
Amber and I reside in the 
City of Cottonwood with our 
three children Leah 13, Alice 
Mae 9, and Dave Kinsey III. 
I am currently employed in 
Scottsdale, Arizona for the 
Salt River Pima Maricopa 
Indian Community, in the 
Engineering Construction 
Services Department since 
December 2014. My daily 
commute consists of a 3:30 
am to 5:30 am departure 
for an 8-10 hour day, some- 
times in up to 117 degree 
weather and then home for 
dinner and family time. This 
takes a great deal of strength 
and dedication for my fam- 
ily. We make the effort to 
keep ourselves and children 
culturally aware by trying 
to speak both the Yavapai 
and Apache languages in 
our home as well as travel- 
ing to San Carlos an White 
Mountain Apache reserva- 
tions for the ceremonies. 

The Yavapai-Apache 
Nation is in dire need of a 
true leader who works hard 
for others, who is dedicat- 
ed to his people and who 
strives to improve the lives 
and general welfare of the 
communities. My mindset 
in my first term of office was 
to invest in our people and 
our communities, not else- 
where. I have demonstrat- 
ed these duties through my 
first two terms in 2010-2014 
Council Office. In 2011 as 
a legislative body we did 
a great deal in moving the 
Yavapai- apache Nation for- 
ward starting with the new 
marque off 1-17 to help pro- 
mote Cliff Castle Casino, 


who many didn't know 
existed. In the Tunlii 
Development we put a 
stop to the hazardous 
levels of arsenic in our 
water line system and 
took advantage of the 
relationship we had 
with the town of Camp 
Verde, which serves 
the Tunlii community 
with clean water, tem- 
porarily. Prior coun- 
cils' project of boring 
under 1-17 helped give 
the opportunity to the 
Yavapai-Apache Nation 
in meeting its' cur- 
rent progress continu- 
ing the water/sewer 
line from Cliff Castle 
Casino, but also creat- 
ed some issues for the 
sewer ponds in the commu- 
nity. 

Our effort was to improve 
the revenue for Cliff Castle 
Casino after taking a 13% 
loss after the Twin Arrows 
Casino opened, so we start- 
ed with the planning of the 
addition of the new hotel 
attached to Cliff Castle 
Casino which is currently 
under construction. Then 
we moved forward with the 
new Marketplace Enterprise 
on highway 260 which 
seems to doing well and has 
created tribal employment. 

I was nominated to the 
Yavapai-Apache Nation 
Water Rights Counsel and 
represented the Nation at 
the State Legislative and U.S. 
Congressional levels on this 
issue. 

I was honored to give 
back to our communi- 
ties through Holiday Food 
Drives, Back to School BBQ/ 
school supplies, and speak- 
ing to our youth on the 
importance of education 
and their goals. 

Currently there are many 
issues facing our Nation 
stemming from water rights, 
public safety/illegal sub- 
stance, employment, hous- 
ing, sovereignty, youth ser- 
vices and new issues on the 
horizon. 

If elected to office I will 
lead confidently and face 
our issues head-on, only to 
improve our communities 
and to empower our people 
through transparency. 

Being born and raised in 
Clarkdale, Arizona. I believe 
in a real sense of the word 
“Community." I thank you 
for taking the time to vote. 
Good luck to all candidates. 

“People Not Politics" 

God Bless, Dave Kinsey Jr. 



Siera Russell 


My Motivation 

What was our ancestors hope 
for their descendants?" Their sac- 
rifice was enormous. They went 
into captivity because our ances- 
tors wanted a better way of life for 
every Yavapai and Apache descen- 
dant. This is why I am now running 
for the Tribal Council Seat. I, Siera 
Taketchera Russell, also want a bet- 
ter way of life for all of our tribal 
members living on and off our res- 
ervation. 

Although I did not make it 
into one of the two positions for 
Chairperson in the primary elec- 
tion, falling short by 6 votes, I am 
equally passionate about serving 
as your next Council Member. I 
thank all of you who supported me 
in that run and hope that you will 
still support my candidacy as your 
next Yavapai-Apache Nation Tribal 
Council Member. 

My Background 

I left my position of 3 years as an 
Associate Professor of Law to relo- 
cate to the Verde Valley in May of 
2014 to help my beloved father and 
former tribal leader, Aaron Russell. 
He and my dear mother Joanna 
(Gibson) have since passed away. 


Early in my career I served 
as the Director of the Indian 
Legal Program at Arizona State 
University's College of Law, com- 
bining my passions for education 
and the law. Under my leadership 
the Program grew into a nation- 
ally recognized center attracting 
many of the most gifted Native 
legal scholars in the country. 
Additionally, I served as a Tribal 
Gaming Commissioner for our 
Nation, Director of Fort McDowell 
Yavapai Nation's Education 
Department, Statewide Coordinator 
of Arizona Western College's Casino 
Management Program, and an 
adjunct professor at ASU. However, 
my successes in these leadership 
positions came through developing 
strong relationships and collabo- 
rating with outstanding law faculty, 
administrators, students, Arizona 
tribal judges, and urban Native 
organizations. 

My Education 

• UC Berkeley, School of Law, 
Juris Doctorate 

• Harvard University, Masters in 
Education 

• Arizona State University, 
Bachelors in Elementary Education 


I bring to this position valuable 
work experience, education, and 
skills. These include a thorough 
understanding of both Federal 
Indian Law and Tribal Law through 
studying, teaching, interpreting, 
and applying these laws in my 
7 years working as a Tribal Court 
judge, including 2 years here in 
the Yavapai Apache Nation Tribal 
court. I will combine my experience 
in these specialized areas of law 
with my ability to develop profes- 
sional and personal relationships. 

My Platform: 

• Make laws, codes, resolu- 
tions, and ordinances that reflect 
our tribal community's values and 
beliefs as well as protect our Tribal 
Sovereignty and our two distinct 
heritages. 

• Advocate and promote better 
communication among all depart- 
ments, leadership, and tribal mem- 
bership 

• Empowering our community to 
prosper in Tribal Self-Governance, 
to prosper as individuals, families, 
and neighborhoods 

• Improve employee morale by 
recognizing their achievements and 
strengths, requiring policies and 


procedures to be applied fairly and 
consistently 

• Improve off-reservation tribal 
members' access to resources avail- 
able to all tribal members 

• Sustain profitable businesses 
and diversify our income streams 

• Find the common ground 
among differing opinions and move 
the community's agenda forward 

• Meet on a regular basis with- 
in the communities served by the 
Tribal Council including meeting 
at least twice a year in Phoenix and 
San Carlos 

As your next Tribal Council 
Member, I will act with integri- 
ty and positivity in my leadership. 
I will listen with a good and open 
heart to all, while keeping sight of 
the highest aspirations for both 
current tribal members and future 
generations. God has blessed me 
with compassion and the wisdom 
to serve others. 

For more information please go 
to my Facebook page: Siera Russell 
for Yavapai-Apache Nation Tribal 
Council Member. You can also 
reach me by email at: Siera@sier- 
arussell.com Thank you for your 
vote! 
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PEOPLE TO KNOW 


For the very first time in a half a century, 3 siblings discover each other 


BY DON DECKER, 

YAN News 

The late Naomi 
Russell Halstead, who 
just went to the spirit 
world a few days ago in 
Camp Verde on August 
2, left a great legacy. It 
is about a grown lady 
who suddenly shows up 
to her mother's funer- 
al and discloses that she 
is the sister to Rod and 
Brett Halstead sons of 
the late Mrs. Halstead! 

It was long ago, per- 
haps more than 50 
years ago when Christy 
Rogers was adopted to 
another family for rea- 
sons unknown to this 
day. It doesn't make any 
difference. The 3 indi- 
viduals met at a local 
hotel on Sunday, July 
31, just 2 days before 
the services for Mrs. 
Halstead, their moth- 
er, which was held at 
the Camp Verde Rock 
Church. 

“I was ecstatic," said 
Rod Halstead, a resi- 
dent of nearby Rimrock. 
Halstead who led the 
services for his moth- 
er at the church on 
Tuesday morning, 


August 2. 

"I kinda had an incli- 
nation that I might have 
a sister. Someone men- 
tioned that I had a sis- 
ter (during the weekend 
of July 30-31). Poppy 
(Halstead’s wife) and I 
said, ‘Hey, I’ve got a sis- 
ter. I wanted to find out ' 
and just like clock work, 
I had a call an hour later 
and someone I knew 
said, ‘Guess What? You 
gotta a sister. This was 
yesterday! (with empha- 
sis)” 

The Halstead men, 
Rod and Brett now have 
a sister-Christy Rogers 
of Bountiful, Utah. 
Rogers has lived in Utah 
for the past 18 years and 
she has grown children 
ages 27, 18 and 15 all of 
whom are the Halstead's 
niece and nephews. 

Rod and Brett's father 
is surviving husband 
Sam Halstead of Camp 
Verde. 

Rogers said it was a 
new dawning for her as 
she waited at the hotel 
that Sunday waiting 
the arrival of her new 
found brothers. “When 
we met at the hotel, 
you know, when some- 


one gets off the air- 
plane, everybody— is 
like, kinda of hugging," 
she said. Asked if she 
had the perfect image 
of her brothers before 
seeing them and she 
said,” They were bet- 
ter (laughs out loud). 
“My little brothers," she 
added as she looked at 
Rod and Brett in Camp 
Verde just after the 
funeral. 

Rod said they were so 
excited when they first 


met for dinner that they 
waited almost 30 min- 
utes before they took 
their first bite. They did 
more catching up as 
they visited places near- 
by and the Nation's cul- 
ture center. 

Brother Brett from 
Hayward, California 
near San Francisco just 
found out 2 days before 
their mother's funeral as 
well. "I think he (Rod) 
he told me that 2 days 
ago that we might have 


a sister and at first , I 
thought he was pulling 
my leg because he (Rod) 
does that a lot. So, I said, 
'Can you repeat what 
you just said to me'. He 
repeated it to me. I was 
so ecstatic that I told my 
wife and there was just 
silence. We didn't know 
how to react except we 
wanted to meet her,” 
said Brett. 

“I’ve known about my 
family ever since I was 
little. I knew who my 


birth mom was," said 
Rogers. 

For the past 8 years 
Rogers said she has 
been getting to know 
her Yavapai-Apache 
family. “But not these 
guys,” she added. She 
waited all these years 
(over 50 years) to find 
the right time to meet 
Rod and Brett. “The 
time was right”, said 
Rogers who had a differ- 
ent father. 



Hello Yavapai-Apache Nation! 


By Scott Brian Latimer, YAN member 
I was originally named Hiram Ricardo Mocasque 
Jr. but was soon named afterwards, Scott Brian 
Latimer. Hello, was born in Cottonwood, Arizona 
where once stood a hospital but has long been 
removed. As a baby, I was adopted from Yavapai- 
Apache Reservation to my new family in 
Perkiomenville, Pennsylvania. Perkiomenville 
is Pennsylvania's rural farming from Amish, 
Mennonite, and Pennsylvania Dutch. My upbring- 
ing was German but not my endless curiosity of 
exploring this land. You would think of myself 
as much as a wanderer as an adventurer. Let me 
tell you, as a long haul truck driver, there're many 
things the lonesome highway provides in both of 
the mentioned. No, the highway isn't really that 
lonesome because I'm a team driver with my wife, 
Cindy, and our puppy Galaxy. I am fifty-one years 
old and have been driving semi trucks for twelve 
years. Not one moment do I take working the trans- 
portation indus- 
try for granted. 
Spending many 
days, holidays 
and weekends on 
the road do take 
a certain amount 
of burden. 
Ahhh, home... 
I live in rural 
Pennsylvania at 
the foothills of the 
Blue Mountains 
which are part of 
the Appalachian 
Mountains. 
Given time, I 
enjoy the rugged 
walks along the 
many trailheads 


our area provides. As a diabetic, I can't afford the 
rich, starch laden foods that the locals bake and 
cook. If you ever get a chance to find Berks County, 
Pennsylvania, you will find a myriad of wonderful 
dishes and flavors complimented by local wines 
and beverages. What I enjoy are the many locally 
grown vegetables such as eggplant, squash, cucum- 
bers, lettuce, peppers, onions and numerous fruits 
that I can't possibly indulge this space with so 
much purpose. As a child after school and week- 
ends, we would pick weeds from our garden that 
was rich in such named veggies. Once while pulling 
weeds, I accidentally misunderstood and pulled 
every string bean plant from the garden. What a 
surprise to The Latimer family upon finding such a 
dilemma. It is such a pleasure to have met through 
words and hopes you find my thoughts and a little 
about myself enjoying as well as amusing. 

Thank you, Scott. 



Pennsylvania waterways near Latimer's home 



Nation member Scott Latimer 

lives in the countryside in Penn- 
sylvania. 


KICKBOXERS 

From page 1 


by unanimous decision 
which advanced him 
to the championships 
according to Larson. 

On Championship 
day, Trentleman fought 
for the second time win- 
ning his bout by a TKO 
in the third round thus 
making Trentelman the 
2016 Junior Strawweight 
Division World 
Champion. 

Congratulations to 
Yavapai-Apache Nation 
members for profes- 
sionalism in sports kick- 
boxing! 



Pita Larson gets the winner's recognition from the referee for winning her first bout. 


YAN female runners participate 
in international Grand Tetons 
run in Wyoming 

BY DON DECKER, 

YAN News 


Laurie Stevens and 
Rachel Hood, Nation's 
members ran the presti- 
gious Grand Teton half 
marathon in Jackson 
Hole, Wyoming on 
Saturday, June 4. 

Both runners finished 
the run and received the 
arrowhead ribbon-me- 
dallion award. 

Hood is a Nation's 
council member and 
Stevens is the coordina- 
tor of the Camp Verde 
Schools Title VII Indian 
Education program. 

The runners had no 
sponsorship and did 
this on their own time. 


Photos courtesy of 
Laurie Stevens. 




Nation's farm fields are filled 


with organic vegetables 


BY DON DECKER, 

YAN News 

Each year in late 
July, the Agricultural 
Resource Department 
harvest their crops 
of vegetables that 
are marketed locally. 
Everything from chills, 
summer squash, onions, 
neck-squab and corn, 


this department is an 
important part of the 
Verde Valley fresh vege- 
tables market. 

In addition to the 
vegetables, the sale of 
hay has been very prof- 
itable to buyers from out 
of town in such places 
as Phoenix where large 
volume of sales have 
been made. 



Pauline Jackson, administrative assistant from the 
Agricultural Resource Department sells veggies. 
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COMMUNITY YOUTH 


YAN youth attend national UNITY conference in Oklahoma City 


BY DON DECKER, 

YAN News 

Celebrating the 40th Anniversary of 
the U.N.I.T.Y. (United National Indian 
Tribal Youth), students came from all 
across Indian country for the 5 day 
event from July 22-26. 

From the Yavapai-Apache Nation, 
11 UNITY members attended this 4 
days conference which got the youths 
involved in various breakout sessions 
dealing with such issues as social, 
spiritual, physical and mental devel- 
opment topics. 

Casey Mahoney and Franklin 
Garner whose responsibilities as 
local district Reps, participated in 
voting and selecting the National 
Executive UNITY Officers . According 
to Maureen Romero, sponsor of YAN 
UNITY said, " Each tribe that paid 
their membership fees were allowed 
to vote and roll call was taken at the 
start of the 2016 National Conference” 

Mary Kim Titla, executive director 
of UNITY who is former news report- 
er for Channel 12 KPNX in Phoenix 
and a member of the San Carlos 
Tribe said, "This is where UNITY was 
founded and we wanted to come back 
on its anniversary to celebrate”. J.R. 
Cook, who founded the organization 
was honored during this convention. 

Olivia Josephine Castillo Baker who 
is acting president of YAN's UNITY 
group said, “ It was a time to explore 
new friendships in a new environ- 
ment and to learn about the different 
issues and it opened our eyes a lot” 

Romero, youth sponsor, said the 


YAN group led by Apache sing- 
er drummer Delmondo Cepress of 
Middle Verde, who sang for culture 
night, brought all the participants 
together. “Cultural night blew down 
the house, (and) lighting of the fire 
at 3-5 a.m. in the morning singing 
prayers songs and dance. Joshua 
Beauty and Cyris Coriz participated 
with the talent show with a comedy 
act,” said Romero. 

Current officers of the local YAN 
UNITY group are: 

Olivia Josephine Castillo Baker - 
Vice President (Acting President) 

Delmundo Cepress - Secretary/ 
Treasurer 

Casey Mahoney - Female 
Representative 

Franklin Garner - Male 
Representative 

There are 11 members of YAN- 
UNITY: 

Olivia Josephine Castillo Baker, 
Casey Mahoney, Angelica Rodriguez, 
Sushandalynn Lewis, Elaine Taylor, 
Delmundo Cepress, Franklin Garner, 
Kahlil Lowry, Joshua Beauty, Ethan 
Beauty and Cyrus Coriz. 

Advisors who went with the YAN 
group were Maureen Romero, UNITY 
Coordinator, Apphia Shirley, Advisor, 
Candice Romero, Advisor and Elliot 
Beauty Parent Chaperone 



Maureen Romero, sponsor of UNITY for YAN stands with J.R. Cook founder of 
UNITY". 



16 National UNITY Confe re n 


Celebrating 40 Years of UNITY 

#UNITYOK2016 #UNITY40th 


#ChangingLivesSince1 97£ 



LivesSince19_ 


Jfiffy 2016 National UNITY Conference 

Celebrating 40 Years of UNITY 


UN IT 


#UNITYOK2016 #UNI 


□ n 



United National Indian Tribal Youth 40th anniversary attendees from Yavapai Apache Nation: 
Olivia Josephine Castillo Baker, Casey Mahoney, Angelica Rodriguez, Sushandalynn Lewis, 
Elaine Taylor, Delmundo Cepress, Franklin Garner, Kahlil Lowry, Joshua Beauty, Ethan Beauty 
and Cyrus Coriz. Advisors who went with the YAN group were Maureen Romero, UNITY Coordina- 
tor, Apphia Shirley, Advisor, Candice Romero, Advisor and Elliot Beauty Parent Chaperone 



Photographs courtesy of Maureen Romero 
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General election slated for September 17. 


BY DON DECKER, 

YAN News 

After a primary on July 30, ten candidates 
continue on to proceed with the general 
election on September 17. 

Jane Winiecki will face incumbent 
Thomas Beauty for the Chairperson's posi- 
tion. Beauty came in second to Winielci with 
a difference of 8 votes. Larry Jackson, Sr. 
who is the current T.E.R.O. officer for the 


Nation, will be running against incumbent 
Darlene Rubio who trailed Jackson by 64 
votes at the conclusion of the primary elec- 
tion. 

For the position of the lone council posi- 
tion, 6 candidates have filed for their candi- 
dacy. Incumbent Angelina Smith who holds 
the current seat for the council position, will 
be competing for her soon -to- be vacated 
position against Dave Kinsey, Trudy Clark, 


Princess Couyancy, Linda Evans, and Siera 
Russell. 

Some of the elders have stated their pref- 
erences already painting the victory lanes for 
their candidate(s). 

Polls will open at 7 a.m. and close at 6 
p.m. that evening September 17, Saturday. 
Polling places are Camp Verde, Middle 
Verde, Tunlii and Clarkdale. 

A community forum is scheduled for 


September 10 at the council chambers in 
Middle Verde. The 2-hour forum will set 1 
hour aside for the Chairperson and Vice 
Chairperson's position and the remainder 
will go to the 6 individuals who have thrown 
their hat in the ring for the lone council posi- 
tion. 



Dave Kinsey 


Trudy Clark Princess Couyancy Linda Evans 


Siera Russell 


1st Annual Fall Festival a success 


BY DON DECKER, 

YAN News 

The 1st Annual Fall Festival 
held at the Middle Verde ball 
field drew about 150 partic- 
ipants on Saturday, August 
27. This event was sponsored 
by the Agriculture Resource 
Department (ARD) of the 
Nation under the direction of 
program coordinator Yolanda 
Trujillo. 

Trujillo said the first annual 
event was a success. “This is 
the first time the nation had 
a fall festival and we actually 
got the community together,” 
said Trujillo. 

“We wanted activities for 
the elders, for the mid-adults- 
for everyone,” she added. 

Trujillo said that there were 
enough funds for the event 


and she wanted to thank 
every department that donat- 
ed a raffle item. “They made 
the fall fest a success,” said 
Trujillo. 

“Come rain or shine, we 
still made it happen”. 

Earlier in the day, the walk- 
run had been cancelled due 
to heavy rain and muddy 
trails which would have made 
the runs more difficult and 
unbearable for the runners. 
However, Trujillo stood her 
ground as she held out for 
clear skies later on that morn- 
ing. 

The run has been resched- 
uled for Native American 
week during the week of 
September 19-24. 

Chairman Thomas Beauty 
spoke to the crowd during the 
beginning of the event. He 


made some brief welcoming 
remarks to the community 
and spoke about the impor- 
tance of the Nation’s agricul- 
tural business in relationship 
to the Nation's water rights. 

In the previous week, a tour 
was conducted for the admin- 
istration to see the farming 
operations and a tour of the 
upper Clover Leaf Ranch area. 

Other speakers includ- 
ed Vincent Randall, Apache 
historian and Apache culture 
director and Chris Coder, 
archeologist for the Nation. 
Both of these speakers tied in 
the importance of water to the 
history of the Nation and its 
people. Miss Yavapai -Apache 
Nation Marley Juan read an 
essay on the “Importance of 
Agriculture” 

There was plenty to do for 



the community as various 
games were offered includ- 
ing a cake walk around bales 
of hay, a watermelon eating 
contest, a beach ball toss for 
the elders, and sack races 
which was opened to all. 

Various departments also 
had displays and demonstra- 
tions of healthy cooking by 
the CHR program with CHR 
Program Manager Linda 
Rocha, information shar- 
ing by the Nation's Diabetes 
Program under the coordi- 
nation of Robin Hazelwood 
and an exhibit by the Nation’s 
preservation and technology 
department about culture. 

In early afternoon, a com- 
plete lunch was offered to the 
community who sat under 
the big tent which offered a 
respite from the glaring sun. 


Capping the off day was 
The Great Duck Race that 
had 100 plastic ducks float- 
ing down the Nation’s water 
canal with prize awards going 
to the top 3 ducks coming into 
the finish line in consecutive 
order. 

Arlene Atkinson got 1st 
place and won “Dinner 
for Two" at the prestigious 
Storyteller fine dining at the 
casino. 

Second place went to 
Edwina Hazelwood for a 
$50 Wal-Mart gift card with 
Deborah Marquez pulling in 2 
Harkins Theatre movie tickets 
for 3rd place. 

It is anticipated that the 
Fall Festival will be an annual 
event. 
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Expectations of the YAN voter for the 
upcoming tribal election on September 17 


“With the new campaigners that are campaigning -I 
would expect them to honor and abide by the code 
that they swear them in — every word of it”. 

-Nell Engle, Middle Verde. 


“I would like to see honest people — people that 
respect the tribal members. I’d like to see officials 
respect the elders and make the right decisions for 
the tribe”. 

-Linda Hartnett, Tunlii 


“That’s the thing. Politicians , they all make promises 
and they never keep’em. That’s how they get into 
office”. 

-Carl Stacey, Middle Verde. 



PREVENTION 

LIFELINE 

TM 

1-800-273-TALK (8255) 


suicidepreventionlifeline.org 


New casino hotel 
moving upward 


BY DON DECKER, 

YAN News 

This recent photo taken on 
August 30 shows the first 3 floors 
rising to the top with 3 more floors 
to go. 

On each end of the hotel are the 


stairways for various uses includ- 
ing fire escape. 

A new secondary drive is also 
in the works which will wind up 
the hill on the east side behind the 
current hotel where it will direct- 
ly access the new 3-story parking 
garage. 




Americanism 1 984 

By Helen Joy Lowry 

I am an American Indian, so you might say that I am a true American. My 
People have always been here. We love this land. 

The trees whisper secrets that only Indians can understand. 

The birds sing and whistle to each other in a language known to us. 

Even the river gives us messages as it bubbles over the rocks or moves silent- 
ly in deeper waters. The mountains stand tall and proud like my People. 

In American 1984, I would like to see all those who call themselves 
Americans to love and care for the land like we do. 

This leads me to see that education in the schools is our hope for preserving 
our beautiful land. 

I would like to see the very young taught to love and care for our land, that 
we might always have whispering trees, singing birds, and rivers that give us 
messages from clear waters. 

Our mountains covered with green trees r4emind me that we are a proud 
people. 

This is what Americanism 1984 means to me. 

Helen Joy Lowry won second place in the Americanism 1984 contest sponsored 
by the Disabled American Veterans Auxiliary with this essay. She live on the 
Yavapai Apache Reservation in Camp Verde, Arizona. 


The Agriculture Resource Department 
of the Nation would like to thank the 
following individuals for making the 2016 
Fall Festival a success: 


Thomas Beauty, Chairman 
Vincent Randall, Apache Director 
Chris Coder, Archeologist 
Ophelia Tewawina, YAN Daycare 
Robin Hazelwood, Diabetes 
Coordinator 

Nancy Guzman, Finance 
Lorna Hazelwood, Finance 
Mina Eppinger, YAN REC 
Flora Sellers, Finance 
Larry Jackson, Safety Coordinator 
Gabriele Jackson 

Don Decker and Margie Lowry, 
YAN PR 

YAN Agricultural Staff 
Lisa Page, UofA 

Jennifer Lewis, Cottonwood 4H 
Teresa Honga, InterTribal 
Agricultural Council 

Marti Bladi, YAN Utilities 


Brian Marquez, Marvin Wathogoma, 
BIA Wildland Fire 

Esther Sanchez, BIA Wildland 
Camp Crew 

Vivian Steven, Nancy Ruiz, Michelle 
Ayala YAN EPA 

Linda Rocha, YAN Wellness 

Judie Piner, YAN 

Rodolfo Martinez, YAN Noxious 
Weed 

YAN Tribal Police Dept. 

Yavapai-Apache Nation U.N.I.T.Y. 

Thank you! 

Yolanda Trujillo and staff mem- 
bers of the Agriculture Resource 
Department -YAN. 



Photo by Ryan Harrison: 

A double -rainbow cov- 
ers the Yavapai-Apache 
Nation on August 31 . 



Nativi American Wfik 


September 2016 


Monday September 19, 2016 
Clarkdale 6pm 
Mini Carnival 


Tuesday September 20, 2016 
Middle Verde, 6pm 
Talent show 


Wednesday, September 21, 2016 
Middle Verde, 6pm 
Craft Night 


Thursday, September 22, 2016 
Middle Verde, 6pm 
Mini Carnival 


Saturday, September 24, 2016 
7am Fun Walk/Run 
9am Parade-Middle Verde 
llam-3pm Event at Memorial Park Below Casino 
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Darlene Rubio 


Ongoing and accomplished items while in 
office with pass and current Tribal Council. 

Will continue to support tribal preference 
employment. 

Continue to seek economic developments 
for additional tribal revenue. 

• Sewer lines from casino to Middle 
Verde wastewater ponds. 

• Called the 1-17 Sanitary Sewer and 
water improvement project. Funding from 
WIFA funds. For future economic develop- 
ment which will provide jobs to tribal mem- 
bers. Contributed decisions to Nations utility 
department to improve water sewer services for 
all reservation communities. 

• Tunlii Intertie project, an intertie from 
Middle Verde to Tunlii. 

• will provide safe drinking water to 
Tunlii community so we don't have to rely on 
the Town of Camp Verde; funded by Indian 


Health Services 

• Constructed RV Park in Middle Verde 
reservation for housing; for individuals who 
wait for permanent housing or are not eligible 
for tax credit housing. 

• Completed a successful Convenient 
store with gas station on the Tunlii reserva- 
tion 

• employs approximately 10 tribal 
members; 2 tribal spouses 

• Construction for new hotel at casino 

• Will provide employment for tribal 
members 

• Established *tax code (general retail 
tax, distributor tax, alcohol tax, restaurant/ 
hotel tax) increases revenue for Nation 

• New transit department, provides 
transportation for tribal members and sur- 
rounding communities. Employs 5 tribal mem- 
bers 


• Establish new department “Let's get 
Healthy" employed 1 tribal member 

• Supported 3% Cost of Living for tribal 
employed members 

• Agriculture department has provided 
more funds to be self-sufficient by sales of hay, 
grain, fresh produce and cattle sales 

• Support Nation's Sand and Rock 
operation and provide updated equipment to 
compete in market 

• Continue participation in all Tribal 
culture activities and tribal functions 

Thank you for your trust and support in con- 
tinuing in our future endeavors. 

RE-ELECT, Darlene Rubio YOUR Vice Chair 
September 17th, 2016. 


My name is Linda Sue Evans and I am run- 
ning for tribal council for the Yavapai -Apache 
Nation. 

I am a former tribal council person having 
served from 2009-2012 as a former tribal leader 
advocate 

for the YAN tribal government and tribal 
members. 

This has given me experience and the 
required knowledge in conducting govern- 
ment- to- government business with other 
agencies and the 5 communities I served. 

I would like to serve the public of the nation 


and to be a strong advocate for healthy life 
styles and safe environment for the 5 commu- 
nities and for the members living out of the 
Verde Valley area and out of state. 

Striving forward for better services in: 
Long Term Strategic Planning, Economic 
Development, Business Ventures for Incoming 
Revenues, Water Settlement is as a priority, 
Education, Housing, Health, Social Service, 
Alcohol & Substance Abuse , Senior Citizen 
Program & Culture as our traditional values are 
important. 


These programs will give us a better out- 
look for our people and in a Positive Vision for 
future 

generations yet to come. 

Striving & thriving forward with 
Accountability, Dignity, Honesty, Humbleness 
& Trans- 
parency! 

Your vote will be appreciated and not forgot- 
ten! Vote on September 17, 2016 for General 
Election. 

YOUR VOTE DOES COUNT!!! Thank you!! 
Linda Sue Evans 



Linda Evans 



Larry Jackson, Sr. 


Larry Jackson 

Candidate for Vice-Chairperson, Yavapai- 
Apache Nation 

As the election approaches in just a few 
days, I would like to share the following: 

What made you decide to run? 

In the last two and half years, as a tribal 
employee, I have seen a number of Directors/ 
Managers removed from their positions which 
can not only be devastating to their person- 
al lives but it can also be devastating to the 
department's mission and employees that they 
managed. There has to be a better answer 
than firings. I have decided to run for Vice- 


Chairperson because I believe this position is 
uniquely positioned to provide effective and 
positive leadership so that from the top down 
we can all work in an encouraging and positive 
work environment and better serve our tribal 
communities. 

If elected, how will you improve the cur- 
rent state of the Nation? 

I would begin immediately by reassuring the 
department directors/managers that I am an 
advocate to their success, improve and direct 
effective changes to employee management 
and provide a positive work environment. 
Further, I would begin to provide effective and 
efficient coordination within and between 


departments, programs and committees as 
stated in the “Duties of the Vice-Chairperson'! 
I would do this by providing fair and impartial 
supervision and leadership of all governmental 
functions and work hard to improve the lives of 
all tribal members across all tribal communi- 
ties and beyond, to all those members who are 
working to better their lives in other communi- 
ties, states and countries. 

I would like to thank all the voters who have 
given me a chance to get this far and would 
encourage all Tribal Members to vote and be 
heard. Thank you. 


Communities and Members of the Yavapai- 
Apache Nation, 

My name is Dave Kinsey Jr. a candidate in 
September's Tribal Election for Tribal Council. 
I am the son of Reba (Lewis) Franco and Dave 
Kinsey Sr. My wife Amber and I reside in the 
City of Cottonwood with our three children 
Leah 13, Alice Mae 9, and Dave Kinsey III. I 
am currently employed in Scottsdale, Arizona 
for the Salt River Pima Maricopa Indian 
Community, in the Engineering Construction 
Services Department. The results in the 
Primary Election for Chairperson was not a 
success for me. My campaign was a People 
Campaign and will remain that as I pursue the 
Tribal Council position with your support. 

I can remain a strong leader who will update 
and improve ordinances and policies in the 
best interest of the Nation. I will work hard for 
the well being of our people, who remain ded- 
icated to the people and who strives to improve 


the lives and general welfare of the communi- 
ties through economic growth and in efforts 
retaining natural resources like water and land. 
My goals in my first term of office was to invest 
in our people and in our communities, not else- 
where. I have demonstrated these duties in my 
two terms in Council Office 2010-2014. While in 
office I was nominated to the Yavapai -Apache 
Nation Water Rights Counsel and represented 
the Nation lobbying at the State Legislative and 
U.S . Congressional levels. Currently there are 
many issues facing our Nation stemming from 
water rights, public safety, employment, hous- 
ing, sovereignty, youth services and new issues 
on the horizon. 

Through my experiences and understanding 
of our tribal government, departments, and 
enterprises, I can lead the Nation in a positive 
direction by bridging the gap of the loss of bal- 
ance, structure and stability. As an elected offi- 
cial I will ensure the accountability and quality 


of all the services provided by the Nation to our 
people. Bring adherence and implementation 
of policy and procedures, and set standards of 
fairness and equality for our People. Bring a 
creative mindset with new ideas to help bring 
communities together. 

During my terms in office I was honored to 
give back to our communities through Holiday 
Food Drives, Back to School BBQ/school sup- 
plies, and speaking to our youth on the impor- 
tance of education and their goals. 

I seek the support of my constituents, to lead 
confidently alongside our elected officials to 
face our issues head-on, to improve our com- 
munities through our services and to bring 
transparency to our people. I thank the voters 
for taking the time. Best of luck to all the per- 
spective candidates. 

God Bless, Dave Kinsey Jr. 



Dave Kinsey 



Princess Couyancy 


Princess Couyancy 

Should my fellow tribal members entrust 
me with the responsibilities of being a council 
member, I promise to always keep the best 
interest of the people above everything. I will 
move from a place of transparency, honesty 
and integrity. I will apply my education, life 
experiences and knowledge while also keeping 
my heart with the people. 

Employment Policies 

Currently our Nation suffers from lack of 
morale amongst its employees. The burdens 
of nepotism, personal bias and the abuse of 
the fire at will policy causes daily stress for 
the Nation's employees. This unpleasant work 
environment weakens our infrastructure and 
The Nation continues to be compromised from 
the inside out. As a council member I will stand 


up for the Nation's employees and challenge 
wrongful terminations because I believe as the 
quality of our work environment improves the 
quality of the services our employees provide 
improves. 

Transparency in Government & 
Aggressive Economic Stimulation 

As your next council member I will respect 
the relationship between my position and my 
fellow tribal members; I will remember that 
I am of service to the Nation's people. We ah 
have the right to know how council is handling 
the money coming in and out of the Nation. 
By being transparent I am holding myself ac- 
countable to all tribal members. I will promote 
budget stabilization and economic growth. 
Responsible handling of the Nation's revenue 
will allow the Nation to pass on more to the 


Nation's people. 

Equality Amongst Tribal Members 

Housing, prompt medical care and employ- 
ment opportunities are basic human rights for 
all tribal members. Resources should NEVER 
be withheld from ANY tribal member. Family 
affiliations or personal vendettas should not 
be factor in deciding who receives benefits. I 
understand that every tribal member is equally 
deserving of tribal benefits regardless of geog- 
raphy, family relation or popularity. While on 
council I will ensure that our elders, young 
people, families and youth ALL have fair access 
to the Nation's resources. 


Angelina Smith 

My name is Angelina 
Smith im running for coun- 
cil. ..i am the daughter of 
Norman and Priscilla Smith, 
the granddaughter of thr late 
Ernest and Bernice Smith. I 
grew up in the Verde Valley, 
this is where home is. 

I support our people as a 
Nation, in education, health 
care, and personally. I sup- 
port land and water preser- 
vation and have been on the 
hill to lobby for our rights. 

In the past 15 months of 
my experience on council, i 
have brought several issues 
that would help my people 
in decisions such as hous- 
ing, increase in funding for 
educational needs, and i am 
supporting the Nation in get- 
ting a full time public health 
nurse as wel as seeking a 
licensed behavioural health 
representative. 

Personally i have com- 


passion for my people, i 
encourage the youth and 
elders. I have an open mind 
and i make myself available 
day or night, it doesn’t mat- 
ter if its helping someone 
get to work, or listening to 
them while they talk about 
there day or encourage them 
to keep moving forward and 
that they mean something 
that they are loved. 

I feel as a leader I need 
to be able to understand 
the needs of my people and 
to lift them when they feel 
like giving up! I believe that 
we as a Nation should have 
a plan for our future. I will 
offer to always seek and sup- 
port my people as well as 
keeping the best interest of 
the Nation as a whole first & 
foremost! 

On September 17, 

2016, Vote for Angelina 

smith Yavapai-Apache Angelina Smith 

Councilwoman 



Siera Russell for Tribal 
Council 

I want to acknowledge the 
prayers, inspiration, and sup- 
port of community members, 
friends, and relations as we enter 
into the final days before the 
Yavapai-Apache Nation's General 
Election. It is a privilege to be 
a candidate for Tribal Council 
Member. I believe that change is 
needed in our tribal leadership. 
If elected I will protect your trust 
in me and serve you honorably. I 
will listen with a good and open 
heart to all. I respectfully ask for 
your vote. 

Together we can rise above 
the disharmony and misunder- 
standings that keep our Nation 
from moving forward. I envision 
our Nation as healthy, prosper- 
ous, and unified. 

To move forward, our Nation 
must change, especially in these 
areas: 

1) Water Rights Settlement - I 
will use my legal background and 
understanding of Federal Indian 


Water Law to help finalize our 
Water Rights. 

2) Fair and Equal Access to 
Information and Resources - 1 will 
collaborate with your elected lead- 
ers, elders, and community citi- 
zens to ensure improved and con- 
sistent communication and to offer 
services such as live streaming of 
Council meetings. 

3) Blood Quantum and Tribal 
Membership - I will work with 
your elected leaders to enact laws 
that you decide best promote and 
protect our heritage and sovereign- 
ty- 

4) Drug Abuse and Related 
Criminal Acts, Domestic Violence, 
and Suicide - I will work with YAN 
citizens, community groups, public 
safety, court systems, and govern- 
ment departments to significantly 
reduce and eventually eliminate 
these destructive issues. 

As a tribal judge for seven 
years, I've witnessed firsthand how 
limited services like transporta- 
tion, housing, and social services 
affect our people and other Native 



Siera Russell 

communities. I know the devas- 
tating effects of a lack of resources 
and opportunities for elders, veter- 
ans, and children alike. Let's work 
together to change what needs fix- 
ing. 

Vote Siera Russell, Tribal 
Council Member - Your Choice for 
Change! 
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Committment in 2D13 Accomplished TODAY 


More Housing 
More Businesses 
More Jobs 
Water Negotiations 
Unify Tribal Council 


New Housing 
New Businesses 
New Jobs 

Water Negotiations 
Unified Tribal Council 


VOTE BEAUTY 


VOTE | THOMAS BUSTY | CHAIRMAN 




Trudy Clark 


Trudy Clark 

^Member of the East Verde Clan and parents are 
the late Glenn and Nora (Hans) Lewis. Paternal 
grandparents are the late Dixon and Annie Lewis and 
maternal grandparents are John and Allie (Jones) 
Hans. 

Qualifications: 

^Northern Arizona University with a Bachelor's 
of Science in Business Administration and also 
obtained an advanced degree and graduated 
from the University of Phoenix with a Masters in 
Accountancy. 

^Employed with a regional full service CPA and 
business advisory firm as an Audit Associate that 
specializes in providing clients with tribal govern- 
ments analyzing financial statements, testing internal 
controls and evaluate risks, reviewing tribal enter- 


prises for fiscal responsibility, audit grant programs 
for federal compliance 

*20 years of casino gaming operations and man- 
agement experience. I have previously held the posi- 
tion of General Manager at Cliff Castle Casino and 
the Director of Internal Audit for the Nation and Cliff 
Castle Casino respectively. 

Platform: 

*Will strive to inform the people of our true finan- 
cial situation, while working to pass the Nation's fis- 
cal year annual budget. Too many financial decisions 
have been made which resulted in massive losses 
($100 million plus) for the Nation which will most 
likely not be totally recoverable. The last Annual 
Report provided to the members was in 2013. The 
members should be provided with the current finan- 
cial information because the purpose for an Annual 


Report is to inform the tribal membership of the 
financial status and performance of the Nation. I will 
make this a priority. I believe that the tribal mem- 
bership deserve to be informed of the tribal council's 
decisions in projects that would greatly affect the 
Nation financially. 

*Tribal sovereignty is the power of the people. As a 
Nation, the power to decide how to govern our lands 
which is the foundation of tribal economic growth. 
This foundation must be strengthened. 

*To improve transparency between the executive, 
legislative bodies and the tribal membership 

*To serve as your public servant and to focus on 
accountability through transparency and improving 
lines of communication. 

Vote for Trudy Clark on September 17. Thank you! 


COMMUNITY NEWS 


Nation engages summer youth workers in self-empowerment workshop 


BY DON DECKER, 

YAN News 

Robin Hazelwood, 
diabetes coordinator for 
the Nation, sponsored 
a half-day workshop for 
summer youth workers 
for the Work Innovation 
Opportunity Act (WIOA) 
two times during the 
summer. In the first 
presentation, Grand 
Canyon College shared 
career opportunities 
with the summer youth 
workers. 

A special activity fea- 
tured Steve Saffron, a 
motivational speaker 
from Phoenix who has 
offered these workshops 
to various corporations, 
private groups and 
Indian nations across 
America. Saffron was 
a former school coun- 
selor at Alchesay High 
School in Whiteriver in 
the early 70’s and sub- 
sequently was profes- 
sor at the Scottsdale 


Community College 
where he retired from. 
Saffron established 
the first Associate 
of Art Degree Tribal 
Management Program 
in the mid-70s. 

Safford's brand of 
wisdom is imparting 
knowledge to Indian 
kids by engaging them 
in actual hands-on 
experience includ- 
ing dancing. Saffron's 
famous trademark 
slogan is ,"This kid is 
good! Aiiyee! ", andhe is 
well known across the 
United States where 
he has consulted with 
many Indian tribes 
across the country. 

"Laughter is the best 
reset button," says 
Saffron. And the kids 
really love his sense of 
humor and it was just 
3 solid hours of laugh- 
ter and fun. YAN youth 
who were shy had to 
now stand up and join 
the train dance as a YAN 


youth led the entourage 
around the floor. 

Hazelwood was 
impressed with the stu- 
dent's response to the 
activity. 

"It took a while to 
get the youth out of 
their comfort zone but 
in the end, everyone 
came around, partic- 
ipated and we all had 
a good time with one 
another. I want to say 
I was happy when one 
of the questions in our 
circle was: 'What did 
you learn about today 
and good old Nicholas 
Mendez said, 'Diabetes! 
It is important that we 
teach our youth about 
the epidemic of diabe- 
tes in Indian Country” 
said Hazelwood. “Native 
Americans are the lead- 
ing minority group with 
diabetes” 

Approximately 28 
students participat- 
ed in a self-empower- 
ment workshop at the 



It’s fun to not be yourself sometimes. 



Nation's gymnasium 
and Hazelwood said 
that the workshop by 
Saffron was beneficial. 

"Mr. Saffron was 
helpful in teaching the 
youth: no matter what 
you do in life, always 
do your best, take risk, 
be respectful and take 
pride in yourself, and 
they can become what- 
ever they choose to be. 
It's all up to the individ- 
ual how far they want to 
go in life and most of all 
have fun, and enjoy life,” 
said Hazelwood. 

The WIOA (Work 
Innovation Opportunity 
Act) students are the 
first group of stu- 
dents who are getting 
work experience while 
working in the vari- 
ous departments in the 
Nation. Nina Sanchez 
is the program man- 
ager for the Nation's 
WIOA program. The 
next group of summer 
youth workers began 
their summer work pro- 
gram the first part of July 
for another 4 weeks of 
training and work expe- 
rience. 

Summer youth work- 



Steve Saffron makes helpful points to the WIOA stu- 
dents. 



Steve Saffron, center, poses with youth and staff mem- 
bers.with the summer youth employees. 


ers are only allowed to tored by the Nation's 
work 32 hours per week workers who have the 
at minimum wage. This expertise in the specif- 
work experience allows ic occupations the stu- 
the youths to be men- dents are interested in. 



Vice Chairwoman Darlene Rubio mixes with WIOA summer youth employees 
during a workshop 


The first completed duplexes in Unit 5 of the housing program brought in 2 new 
families in mid-August. These units are solar powered including electricity. 
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Nation's council met with Camp 
Verde School District officials 

BY DON DECKER, 


YAN News 

Members of the Camp Verde 
School district administrators, school 
board members and the district office 
of superintendent Dennis Goodwin 
met with the Council on the evening 
of August 30, Tuesday in the council 
chambers. 

Chairman Beauty greeted the dis- 
trict officials and an evening meal was 
shared with the school visitors. 

The meeting was held to share 
information and concerns about 
the Nation's students attending the 
schools in Camp Verde. 

There was some discussion held 
about the various federal governmen- 
tal assistance program provided to 
the schools. The 2 main topics were 
Impact Aid and the Title VII program. 
The Title VII program is an education- 
al entitlement program that provides 
direct services to Native American 
students that attend any school. 
Usually, this program provides a com- 
prehensive program that can also be 
used in conjunction with other fed- 
eral programs such as 
the Johnson O'Malley 
Program that the Nation 
offers to schools. 

Impact Aid is a nation- 
al federal assistance pro- 
gram for schools provid- 
ing educational services 
for military dependents 
attending local schools 
and in this case, Indian 
students attending local 
school districts in Camp 
Verde. The Impact Aid 


(Also known as Title VIII) is an off-set 
of property taxes used to support local 
school districts. Since the vast major- 
ity of Indian students in the Camp 
Verde School district reside on feder- 
al lands where property owners are 
exempt from local taxes, the Impact 
Aid is used to pay for each child from 
Indian lands attending local schools. 
This tax equalization uses a set for- 
mula to determine per-unit cost of 
each child attending the school. The 
school district can utilize these funds 
to pay for any associated costs of the 
district's educational plan including. 

Other concerns addressed the 
Arizona Merit test scores of students, 
the absentee rates of the Nation’s 
students and the tutoring programs 
offered to the students. 

The consensus of this meeting was 
that the delivery strategies on the part 
of the district had to be improved for 
Indian students. The next meeting 
date will be in October. 



Shedding pounds: a new way of life 


BY DON DECKER, 

YAN News 

Edith Honwytewa, Yavapai-Apache 
Nation member, remembers the 
extra 36 pounds 
that she carried 
around for years 
until 3 months 
ago. Edith saw a 
new lease on her 
life as she dropped 
36 pounds and 
now feels healthy 
at 120 pounds. 

Honwytewa 
stands trim in 
front of some 
bushes at the 
hotel and it's really 
about upgrading 
one’s self-esteem 
and most of all, 
taking away the 
dangers of poten- 
tial threats to her 
life. Honwytewa's 
body had been 
wracked with dia- 
betes that drove 
her blood sugar 
through the roof 
and the 2 pills 
that she was tak- 
ing for almost 6 
years. "Oh yeh. A 
lot weight right at 
that time. I had 
no energy,” recalls 
Honwytewa who 
has also sworn off alcohol. And gone 
are all of the other bad things such as 
fried potatoes, junk foods, sodas and 
a sports drink that is associated with a 
name of an animal which lurks in the 
swamps of Florida. 


End of diabetes 

Honwytewa gives thanks to a spe- 
cial weight loss program that the 
Nation now offers to all of its employ- 
ees. She enrolled in 
the program and con- 
tinues to follow the 
program's regime to 
this day. 

“I’m still counting,” 
says Honwytewa about 
her losing the pounds 
and says that she has 
set her own goals for 
the weight loss. "I’ll 
probably just stay 
where I'm at now,” she 
added with a smile. 

The greatest news 
for Honwytewa is that 
she is no longer a dia- 
betic. 

Honywtewa, who 
works at the casino 
gift shop, grew up in 
Hopiland on Second 
Mesa in the village of 
Shongopovi. 

She returned to 
Yavapai-Apache 
Nation in 1976 after 
her Hopi father, Louis 
Calvin Honwytewa of 
Shongopavi passed 
away. 

Honwytewa's moth- 
er was the late Marian 
Whagado Honwytewa, a Yavapai of 
Clarkdale. 

Other siblings living on the 
Yavapai-Apache Nation are Mrytle, 
Marvin, Nadine, Josey, Brenda and 
Jerry Whagado. 



Edith has gone through a physical 
and emotional transformation by 
losing excess weight. It’s about set- 
ting goals for oneself she says. 

Photo by Don Decker 



Junk drinks on a board: 

"Are you dying for a sugar 
fix?-Look closely" 

All Photos by Don Decker 
(except David Sine.) 


Famous Yavapai-Apache 
artist remembered today 


BY DON DECKER, 
YAN News 


It’s good to remember those who 
have passed on. 

David Sine designed all of the 
Yavapai-Apache motifs inside of the 
casino that were finally taken down 
last year after they had been up for 
over 14 years. And if you see the out- 
side wall of the Storyteller restaurant 
inside of the casino today, you can 
see what is left of Sine's work in 
the cubby holes of the wall: 
the stretched imitation 
deer hides with Indian 
designs. 

Some other surpris- 
es still left inside of the 
casino are the wonder- 
ful pieces of art depict- 
ing Apache encoun- 
ters with the U.S. Cavalry 
in Camp Verde that 
are captured on the 
small paintings on 
the knee walls sur- 
rounding the larger 
sports lounge in the 
casino. Unfortunately, 
the pieces are placed 
knee-high so it is 
never seen by anyone. 

These are a work of 
art! 

Upstairs of the casi- 
no are more original 
art pieces of Sine. 

Finally, our Nation's 
logo!!! It is one of the 
greatest Indian seals 
across Indian America !! It is excep- 
tional. And who could forget those 
outrageous cartoons featured in our 
paper for years that Sine drew!! In 
one of them, council members were 
seen carrying around bags of money 
as they wore their traditional clothes 
and eagle feathers sticking out of 
their hair with absurd quotations. 
Each month Sine had a target and he 
seemed un-stoppable. 

I remember Sine while grow- 
ing up in San Carlos Apache while 


being raised there by my Fossil Creek 
grandparents. Sine was the business 
agent for the tribe. 

In the mid 2000's, Sine and I had 
chats at his house sometimes think- 
ing of old times. Sine built morning 
fires in his wood stove during the win- 
ter although he had gas heat and he 
wore his red bandana —always. 

In 2003, Sine and his wife met 
our Apache crown dance group in 
Boulder, Colorado at the U of C 
campus where the YAN spiri- 
tual dancers had been invit- 
ed to dance. Sine gave the 
opening prayer for the 
evening program which 
attracted over 100 Indian 
students on campus. 
That was the night when 
the holy ones danced on 
the ballroom floor as the 
dried clay dust from the 
dancer’s bodies spread 
throughout the ballroom 
and we left with clay dust 
on our eyebrows that 
night. 

The late Bob Bear, YAN 
Apache elder also went 
with us to provide spiri- 
tual support during that 
trip. 

Sine was very pleased 
to see us at that time 
when Sine and his wife, 
Kathy drove up from 
nearby Arvada, a suburb 
of Denver 7 miles away where Sine 
and his wife had been living. 

Sine told me last that as one gets 
old, he or she shouldn't move far 
away from their homeland. Sine 
returned to his homeland and spent 
time with his grand children and fam- 
ily members prior to his departure in 
September 2008 to the happy hunting 
grounds. 

David Sine— someone to remember 
this day. 



David Sine 


Davon Beauty, 12, is a 

sincere pow-wow dancer. 
He has been actively been 
involved with the pow- 
wow club that the YAN 
Culture Department offers. 
Jacqueline Perrigot and 
her husband, Courage 
Benally of Chino Valley 
instruct this pow-wow on 
Fridays once a month. 
Beauty is a 6th grader in 
the Camp Verde schools 
and parents are Dexter 
Beauty and Rachel Evans 

During the July 4 pow- 
wow sponsored by the 
Native Americans for 
Community Action, Beau- 
ty had the opportunity to 
dance with other youth 
dancers from other tribes. 




Historical photograph on the Nation's bus captures a moment in time on the 
Yavapai-Apache nation many years ago. 
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Agriculture Resource Department (ARD ) conducts cattle sale 



Ray Lovato who bought a calf, is an Arizona celebrity 
and has been running the Boston Marathon for many 
years. At 66 years old, he continues to train for these 
marathons and he can be seen running along Hiway 
260 toward Cottonwood during the winters when it is 
snowing in Flagstaff. 



The red and black angus make a good showing as 
buyers have the pick of corral for today's sale. 


BY DON DECKER, 

YAN News 

The Nation's ARD conducted a calf sale August 
26 providing reasonable prices to area connoisseurs 
of beef. Yolanda Trujillo, agriculture resource man- 
ager said there were 43 head of Angus cattle divided 
into various prices with some priced at $400 each 
to over $700 per head. All of the calves were grazed 
on the Bald Hill Ranch south of the Nation near the 
Cherry Road turnoff and 1-17. 

From the Nation's business office, Lorna 
Hazelwood and Nancy Guzman recorded all of the 
13 sales. The remainder of the cattle were be taken 
to a Prescott cattle auction the following week. 

At Middle Verde auction, cattle buyers came 
from as far away as Flagstaff, Gilbert and the Navajo 
Nation. 

Boston Marathon long distance runner Ray 
Lovato of Flagstaff came with his friend to pick up a 
calf. Lovato trains on Hiway 260 during the winters. 
Lovato has run in the Marathon 5 times and other 
national and international runs such as Mexico 
City. 



Calvin Bahe and sons select their choice. Bahe is the 
husband of Dr. Ohman of YAN Clinic. 



Karla Reimer (on right) with Olivia McMahon and her 
husband, Jason Fulmer make their selection for the 
sale. 



Nancy Guzman (with sunglasses on right) keeps tabs 
on the sales for the day. 



Lori Ortega, Nation's police officer makes her choice 
by pointing with her finger and lips. 


"Lights, camera, action!": YAN filmmakers in L.A. 



Mother Tess and daughter, Ashely the day of their 
departure from the Verde Valley to Hollywood, Califor- 
nia 


BY DON DECKER, 

YAN News 

It was just last sum- 
mer of 2015 when 
daughter and mother 
were making frybread 
and setting up a stand 
next to the Market 
Place mini-mart by the 
Tunlii sub-division on 
the Nation's lands. The 
frybread sales paid for 
some of the expenses 
such as gasoline and 
rent. But that wasn't 
enough. That is when 
these 2 individuals took 
matters into their own 
hands and decided on 
doing something drastic 
a year later. 

Tess Potter and 
daugther, Ashely Hines, 
are now attending the 
prestigious LA Film 
School located in the 
heart of Hollywood. The 
two took off in July in a 
U-Haul truck carrying 
all of their worldly pos- 
sessions. 

It’s a long 16 month 
program for moth- 
er Tess as she is now 
studying all aspects of 
film making and learn- 
ing the roles of being a 
director, producer and 


all the other categories 
of production. Mother 
Tess sees the benefits of 
this special school. 

"It's giving me an 
opportunity to network 
in the industry there as 
well as getting re-intro- 
duced to the industry. 
I haven't figured out 
what I want to be in the 
industry” 

Tess graduated 
from the Zaki Gordon 
Institute 10 years ago 
where she took similar 
classes in filmmaking. 
The school is now called 
the Sedona Film School 
and guided under the 
auspices of Yavapai 
College. 

"The industry chang- 
es just like your phone. 
As you can see, even in 
10 years, the CGI (com- 
puter generated imag- 
ery) has changed for 
special effects,” she said. 
" I would like to know 
how to use the software 
(CGI) — so, that's what 
the school's about. I 
want to be the front run- 
ner in making Native 
American movies." 

Living right in the 
heart of Hollywood will 
also give both of them 


the opportunity to see 
premiers of new mov- 
ies at the nearby Dolby 
Theater a block away 
where the Oscars are 
handed out. 

“We'll get to speak to 
the directors and pro- 
ducers,” Tess said and 
then she added: “It’s 
not about what you 
know and it’s about who 
you know and you're 
taught that from a very 
young age. I'll ask them 
(the movie directors) 
‘What do you want me 
to do?, get your coffee?' 

u 

Here in Arizona, Tess 
spent time working 
on the movie set with 
director Travis Hamilton 
who wrote and filmed 
“More than frybread” a 
movie that starred peace 
maker court counsel Joe 
Washington of Yavapai 
-Apache Nation and 
Mary Kim Titla of San 
Carlos whose father, 
Phillip Titla, is an 
enrolled member of the 
Nation. 

Ashley, a recent 
graduate of Red Rock 
High School, is in the 
36 months long sound 
recording program 


studying to be a sound 
engineer at the same 
school and it will take 
her more time (then her 
mother) to complete her 
training. 

" We found a place 
right at the main inter- 
section of downtown 
Hollywood-a studio 
apartment and the 
school is within walk- 
ing distance," said Tess. 
"Ashley and I are going 
to be roommates,” says 
mother Tess while 
smiling. Besides being 
mother and daughter, 
Tess sees their relation- 
ship in a professional 


manner with her daugh- 
ter Ashely. Tess sees full 
confidence in her room- 
mate-daughter. “ She’s 
good with math, "said 
Tess who believes that 
this transferable skill 
will come in handy with 
the audio engineering 
program. 

"I wanted to thank 
the Nation's scholar- 
ship for supporting me," 
added Tess. “Thank God 
for the Nation. If they 
hadn't increased their 
scholarship (level of 
funding), neither one of 
us would have not been 
able to attend.” 


The scholarship from 
the Nation (was X num- 
ber of dollars) and the 
school's tuition was 
$24,000 per year and 
Tess said that they were 
coming up shy to pay for 
their expenses. Luckily, 
young Ashley received 
her per capita savings 
when she turned 18 this 
summer which she used 
to pay for one year of 
their apartment expens- 
es. 

“The only help we'll 
need is the expens- 
es for food and we are 
depending on our fam- 
ilies. They'll be send- 
ing us C.A.R.E. packag- 
es. We’re doing a lot of 
walking so we are defi- 
nitely gonna be losing a 
lot of weight walking up 
stairs,” added Tess. 

“It's a big city. No 
more frybread,” said 
Tess. 

The LA Film School 
is well known and tout 
their slogan, "from 
dreams to screen" and 
classes began August 1. 


Hand Hygiene and the Germ Filled World We Live In 


BY SHEENATWITCHELL, RN, BSN, 

Public Health Nursing 

Haccchuuu! With people sneezing left and right, 
then touching door handles, it’s no wonder there 
are between 2-10 million bacteria from your finger- 
tips to your elbows. Every surface we touch is filled 
with germs and hand hygiene is one of the most 
crucial steps we can take in preventing sickness 
and spreading of germs. 

Around the world, nearly 1.8 million children 
under the age of 5 lose their life each year from 
diarrheal diseases and pneumonia. Hand washing 
can prevent about 30% of diarrhea-related sick- 
nesses and about 20% of respiratory infections (i.e. 
colds). Just rinsing hands with water does not rid 
the hands of germs. 

The addition of soap and the friction from hand 



Sheena and CHR program coordinator (back) assist 
the children with the ‘Germ Glo Machine’ which showed 
the concept of how germs are carried on hands 
throughout the day. 


washing for 20 seconds gets the job done. No soap 
or water? Alcohol based antibacterial soap or hand 
sanitizer will do until you have access to soap and 
water. Besides personal hygiene, food hygiene is 
also important in stopping the spread of germs. 
Even though we constandy come into contact with 
germs, as long as we take the minimal measures 
of cleaning our hands after using the bathroom, 
and before we eat, drink, or touch our face, we can 
reduce the risk of illness significantly. 

Children ages six to twelve years old gathered 
around the Germ Glo machine during the summer 
recreation program at the Yavapai-Apache Nation. 
They stood in line to receive the magic glo potion 
that illuminates germs. After the glo potion was 
on, they put their hands under the glo germ UV 


SEE GERMS PAGE 7 
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Threats from man-made objects: 
notes from a national EPA conference in Connecticut 


BY MICHELLE AYALA, 
YAN-EPA department 

The number one given vio- 
lation regarding underground 
storage tank inspections is a 
violation for the lack of keep- 
ing paperwork on file for the 
(UST) Underground Storage 
Tank Inspection contractor. 


The danger is that drinking 
water can be affected if a leak 
were to happen in an under- 
ground storage tank. Most 
underground wells are affect- 
ed in this case. 

On a different topic, homes 
built before the 1970's can be 
considered abandoned if they 
are left unattended and any 


paint that is left on the home 
from 1970 can contain lead. 
Even if a home is surround- 
ed by a gate, the lead inside 
of the paint can chip off and 
blow around the house which 
can cause people surrounding 
the home to inhale lead parti- 
cles floating in the air. 

Lead can cause problems 


with the nervous system 
affecting bone tissue, female 
reproductive systems, health 
& pregnancy, male reproduc- 
tive systems and children. 

For more information 
please contact Environmental 
Protection Department. 



YAN Culture center guest book leaves good messages 



Guest book at the culture center has received many entries over the past year 
from vistors. 

Photo by Don Decker 


BY DON DECKER, 

YAN News 

Since the completion of 
the Nation's culture center 
in the beginning of 2000, the 
center has drawn literally 
hundreds of visitors, many 
of whom believed that it 
was the visitor center for the 
Montezuma Castle nearby. 

Sometime in the mid- 
2000 a larger sign was erect- 
ed in front of the culture cen- 
ter to let people know that 
it wasn't the Montezuma 
Castle center. Judie Piner, 
director of the technolo- 
gy and preservation center 
thought up the idea of hav- 
ing people signing the guest 
register over the years. 

Just as you enter the cul- 
ture center you will find 
the guest book to the right 
next to the culture cen- 
ter office. This small book- 
let is jammed packed with 
names of people from all 
walks of life and from all 
over the world. The farthest 
is Brisbane, Australia a dis- 
tance of 9,400 miles which 
take would 16 hours of travel 
time by plane. Next, Italy and 
Germany. 

People know about the 
culture center because it 
is next to a road that goes 
down to Montezuma Castle, 


an ancient Indian site 2 
miles away to the north. It is 
estimated that 1 million trav- 
el to the Montezuma Castle 
each year which bypasses 
the Nation's culture center. 

It’s the sign in front of the 
culture center that hooks the 
passerby. 

Then, there are some peo- 
ple who look up the Yavapai- 
Apache Nation on-line who 
make it a point to drive long 
distances to visit the place. 

A Paul Gaona wrote, “I 
wept in my heart, the Vortex 
radiated in me. I devoured 
the food with an increased 
rating of Ten-fold'! It is writ- 
ten with passion and sincer- 
ity. Nick Hill, a long distance 
runner who participated in 
the Adidas Dream Mile June 
Run in New York City which 
host the best professional 
track and field athletes in the 
world wrote back in August a 
year ago "The swag from this 
place radiated through my 
body. It was insane-6th place 
800 m, 2014, track and field 
championships". 

Cameron Brown, anoth- 
er runner with Hill wrote, 
"This had so much sway, I 
cried. The food they made 
was the best ever and the 
artifacts were so fresh" -2nd 
Place PV Dream Mile 2014, 
4:42". Brown was referring to 
the food that is cooked often 


at the culture center such as 
mesquite beans cookies and 
sour berries drinlcs-all tra- 
ditional foods of the Apache 
and Yavapai. 

On another page, a visitor 
named Presto the Manifesto 
wrote, "My favorite part was 
the corn calces! speaking of 
the cooking that was done 
inside of the culture center 
by employees the day of this 
visit. 

And from Rome, Italy 
someone wrote, "We passed 
and stopped met another 
culture, smiles and kind- 
ness- that's travelling-Thank 
you." 

The guest register is a 
remarkable record book 
and all of the comments are 
positive and some apologet- 
ic. " I am ashamed of what 
we did to you people. I am 
sorry,' wrote another person 
who left no signature except 
a sorrowful smiley face with 
the mouth turned down- 
ward. 

Following this remark, 
an Angie Dark of Australia 
responded by writing, 

"let's keep improving 
the way we treat everyone. 
Thank you for sharing" 

There is genuine sincerity 
in all of the writers. Loraine 
Faulkner from Australia 
adds, "Thank you for sharing 
your heart felt blessings and 


knowledge. Blessings and 
lover from Australia" 

As far as north- 
ern Ontario, Canada, 
Shinguacose (Little Pine) 
wrote, "I am Oji-Cree. This 
is my 1st visit to your cen- 
tre and I am so impressed. 
I will be back! (emphasis). 
And she concludes by writ- 
ing, "My other government 
name is 'Delores"! 


Many people simply don't 
write anything in the guest 
register book except just 
their names and the date 
and state they are from. 

The Nation's culture cen- 
ter is one of a kind and has 
many displays of culture 
items in the lobby. Some are 
incased in glassed-in cabi- 
nets. 

The culture center is a 


busy place with various 
activities going on as well 
with language and cooking 
classes, arts and crafts and 
a special collection muse- 
um that is only privy to a few 
people. 

Stop by and visit the 
Yavapai-Apache Cultural 
Resource Department. 


Nation's EPA department attends national conference in Connecticut 


BY DAVID LEWIS, 

EPA Program Coordinator for YAN 

The 2016 Tribal Lands and 
Environmental Forum (TLEF) 
held in mid-August in Uncasville, 
Connecticut on the Mohegan 
Nation was the 6th Annual Forum 
for environmental professionals 
from tribes, state, local and fed- 
eral agencies. This was a time to 
share knowledge and learn from 
one another on how to improve 
management and protection of 
tribal lands and human health. 
Opportunities for discussion of 
budget and policy issues, as well 
as technical updates and infor- 
mation were available through- 
out the conference. Additionally, 
training sessions, tribe-to-tribe 
sharing, educational outreach 
projects, and many more ses- 
sions were offered that enhance 
both learning and networking 
among attendees. The forum is 


made possible by funding from 
the Environmental Protection 
Agency. 

The breakout sessions have 
continued to provide the best 
possible methods for learning 
how other tribes manage their 
environmental programs, what 
expertise tribes can learn from 
consultants, and develop best 
management practices for solid 
waste, pesticides, underground 
storage tanks, air quality and 
water quality standards. 

Vivian Stevens, Environmental 
Supervisor for the Nation who 
attended the conference shared 
her insights: 

“I feel networking with other 
tribes is very effective. Real -life 
stories from other tribes learning 
of their issues, challenges, suc- 
cesses, and accomplishments. 
In fact, tribes share a lot of the 
same problems. We understand 
each other and learn from anoth- 


er. We have a long way in help- 
ing the Yavapai-Apache Nation 
to help keep it safe and clean. 
These forums encourage our 
Department to feel good about 
our job and it's worth fighting for 
no matter how challenging it gets. 
There are tribes way ahead of us 
and tribes below us. All we can 
do, is do our best” 

EPA staff members who 
attended the Connecticut con- 
ference were David Lewis- 
Environmental Manager, 
Vivian Stevens- Environmental 
Supervisor, Nance Ruiz- 
Environmental Specialist, Carol 
Williams-Officer Manager 
for YAN Utility Authority and 
Michele Ayala, On-call staff and 
council member Angelina Smith. 



Josh Simmons, center, is a consultant, attorney and 
collaborative strategist and founder of Prosper Sustain- 
ably. From 2007 to 2014, Simmons served as the EPA 
director for the Santa Ynez Band of Chumush Indians 
in California. He is a leader in EPA Tribal Environmental 
Plans with Integrated Solid Waste Management Plan. 

Courtesy photo 


GERMS 

From page 6 


light to see all the organ- 
isms they touched during 
the day glowing brightly on 
their hands. They oohed 
and ahhed in amazement. 

Next it was time to wash 
all the glowing organisms 
off their hands. We prac- 
ticed how to wash hands 
correctly while singing the 
birthday song (or any fun 
song) for 20 seconds. We 
showed them how to get 
their nails and wrists clean. 
Then, using the towel they 
dried their hands with, 
they turned off the sink and 
opened the door. Finally the 
fun part came! They looked 
under the glo light to see 


how many germs were still 
on their hands after wash- 
ing. 

Everyone still had some 
glowing on parts of their 
hands so they raced back to 
the bathroom to scrub until 
they were certain there 
was no more germs glow- 
ing under the light. Proper 
hand hygiene is important 
in reducing the risk of con- 
suming any germs left on 
the hands from touching 
contaminated surfaces. 

Hand washing is key 
in preventing the spread 
of germs and infec- 
tion. Doctors and nurs- 
es must wash their hands 
before and after a proce- 
dure to prevent the spread 
of infection. Organisms 
found on many objects 


include: Salmonella, E.coli, 
Norovirus, Adenovirus, 
Hand-Foot-Mouth Disease, 
Influenza, and common 
colds. It is easy to touch 
your face, eyes, or nose with 
dirty hands (without real- 
izing it) and then wonder 
how or why you got sick! 

“When do you wash your 
hands?” I asked the chil- 
dren. They answered: After 
the bathroom. Before you 
eat or touch food. After you 
play outside. After you pet 
animals. When you sneeze 
or blow your nose. You 
wash them if someone is 
sick. What smart kids! 

The next experiment was 
the pepper and soap phe- 
nomena. In a large bowl, 
we scattered pepper all 
over the water to repre- 


sent germs. Then, dropping 
one single drop of soap 
in the middle of the bowl, 
we witnessed all the pep- 
per scatter to the edge of 
the bowl! "WHOAA," they 
cheered, "Let's do it again!" 
So a new bowl of water with 
new pepper was poured 
and everyone got a turn to 
either pour the pepper or 
put a drop of soap in the 
bowl. These are fun activ- 
ities you can try at home 
with your kids or grandkids! 

To help prevent the 
spread of germs and sick- 
ness, let's remember the 
benefits of hand washing. 
We have a responsibility to 
help keep our kids and our- 
selves healthy! 



Pepper and soap phenomena: Children 
make a circle with Sheena as one of the 
children spreads pepper on the water 
inside of the bowl. The pepper represent- 
ed ‘germs’ and another child placed one 
drop of soap inside of the floating pepper 
which made the pepper granules dart 
quickly to the edge of the bowl. 
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Yavapai-Apaches honor woman-hood at ceremony-June 3-6 



Annabelle (R) is joined by Mikayla Mix as they greet 
the morning under the ceremonial home as Apache 
medicinemen singers sing the sacred songs. 

Photos by Don Decker 


BY DON DECKER. 

YAN News 

Annabelle Delena 
'Shining Star' Ibarra, 
daughter of Lydia Ibarra 
of Middle Verde cele- 
brated her Apache 'Naa- 
ii-ase' the first weekend 
of June at Middle Verde 
ceremonial grounds. 
Medicineman Hart 
Preston, Jr. and his wife, 
Roann of Ft. McDowell 
were Godparents to 
Annabelle for the 4-day 
ceremony. Preston also 
conducted the sacred 
ceremony with prayers, 
songs and dances. 


Local Apache singer, 

Delmondo Cepress was 
the camp singer for the 
Ibarra camp during the 
ceremony. Cepress is a 
recent graduate of Camp 
Verde High School. 

Annabelle's maternal 
grandparents are Pete 
and Audrey (Lowry) 

Ibarra of Middle Verde. 

Mikayla Mix of 
Middle Verde assisted 
Annabelle during the 
ceremony. Mix had her 

Naa-ii-ase last year Lydia Ibarra, (2nd from right)mother of Annabelle gets 
which was conducted by support from family members. 

Preston as well. Photos by Don Decker 




Nation's children excel in cross country 


BY DON DECKER, 

YAN News 

Area schools from around the region met 
for a cross-country met in Clarlcdale, August 
31. Charter schools and public schools from 
Prescott participated as well. 

Despite the hot weather, over 150 elemen- 
tary boys and girls ran through the Nation's 
neighborhood in Clarlcdale on Beecher 
Street under the careful coordination of the 
YAN Police Department. The course went 
into the city of Clarlcdale and returned back 
to the Clarkdale-Jerome Elementary School 
soccer field. 


Camp Verde Schools kids did well and 
Laurie Stevens, Title VII, assistant coach, was 
there giving directions and encouragement 
to the girl's team. 

Local after-school program children from 
the Nation's Learning Center in Clarlcdale 
stood at the roadside by the Senior Center to 
yell encouragement to all of the runners who 
participated. 

*A11 students appear through sport's pub- 
lic news release through their schools. 

Nation's students are covered by commu- 
nity news for the Nation. 

Photos by Don Decker 




Culture center host jam -making workshop 


BY DON DECKER, 

YAN News 

Friday, August 26, saw 
a flurry of jam-making 
activities at the YAN 
Culture Center. This 
one-day workshop 
brought many inter- 
ested people togeth- 
er and learn the art of 


jam- making using prick- 
ly pear from the sur- 
rounding cactus fields. 

It takes perseverance 
when one has to travel 
to the sites where cac- 
tus grows to take off the 
fruits of the cactus. One 
has to be very cautious 
not only of the sharp 
needles of the cactus 



Dawn Rocha of Peach Springs mashes the berries. 
Rocha is granddaughteof Elizabeth Rocha of Camp 
Verde. 


but the tiny microscop- 
ic fuzzy needles that 
protect the prickly pear 
fruit. 

Before detaching the 
fruits, one must brush 
off these tiny micro- 
scopic needles using 
nearby grasses as they 
can cause very uncom- 
fortable sensation if they 


end up penetrating the 
skin of one's fingers. If 
seen under a micro- 
scope, these tiny nee- 
dles have serrated edges 
on them just like spears. 
That is why they are 
impossible to remove. 

The prickly pears are 
collected and brought 
into the 'canning' room 



Suzette Dawdy, CHR Program director does the mix- 
ing of the ingredients as other helpers complete the 
process. Dawn Rocha, left, does all of the mashing of 
the prickly pear fruit. Rocha is enrolled at the Hualapai 
Tribe in Peach Springs. 


where the fruits are 
smashed to collapse the 
prickly pears through a 
mesh or screen by using 
a blunt object. 

The juice is squeezed 
out of the pears and 
saved in a container. 
From there, the kitchen 
master follows the reci- 
pe to heat the fruit using 
household jam recipe 
ingredients from the 


store. 

Small glass contain- 
ers are boiled to sanitize 
them so that the liquid 
consistency of the pre- 
jam liquid is poured 
into the jars where they 
become solidified after 
the juice cools down. 

Lots of sugar is added 
to the recipe which gives 
the jam its unique sug- 
ary taste. 



Patty West (L) jam specialist over looks quality control 
as the group continues with canning. 





Recreation 
Center 
gets new 
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• Pages 3 




Yavapai: To Tell 


Apache: To Talk 


October 2016 


Volume 17 Issue 3 


Newspaper of the Yavapai-Apache Nation — FREE 


,/IPACHi. 



Newly elected Yavapai-Apache Nation executive officers and council member take office 


BY DON DECKER, 

YAN News 

It's official! The Yavapai-Apache Nation 
inaugurated Jane Russell Winiecki as 
Chairwoman of the Yavapai-Apache Nation 
on October 1, Saturday, in Middle Verde, 
Arizona. Larry Jackson Sr. was also installed 
as the new Vice Chairman and Siera Russell 
as the new council member. 

Apache elder Vincent Randall spoke brief- 
ly before his invocation about the prayer he 
was about to offer in Apache and to empow- 
er the new administration to have an open 
mind and follow their conscience. 

Over 150 people attended the inaugu- 
ration which also featured a dinner for the 
guests served by the United National Indian 
Tribal Youth group of the Yavapai-Apache 
Nation 

Special guests were Bernadine Burnette, 
tribal chairwoman of the Ft. McDowell 
Yavapai Nation east of Phoenix and Jeri 
DeCola who was just installed as the new 
Tonto Apache Tribal chairwoman the day of 
Yavapai-Apache Nation's inauguration. 

Both Mrs. Burnette and Mrs. DeCola 
brought greetings from their respective 
Nations and wished the newly elected offi- 
cials success in their endeavors with their 
administration. 

Paul Russell who is also council member 
of the Ft. McDowell Yavapai Nation attended 
the inauguration as he is part of the Russell 
family that is related to both Jane Russel 
Winiecki, Siera Russell and on the Larry 
Jackson, Sr. family through marriage. 

The newly elected officials shared their 
vision and appreciation to all members of 
the Yavapai-Apache Nation. 

Chairwoman Jane Russell Winiecki 

As I gratefully accept the responsibility of 
being your Chairwoman for the next three 
years, I am aware of the many tribal mem- 
bers who made this possible. Thank you. 

I am also aware that you have hopes for 
real change and a desire for your lives to 
improve in some real way. I'm aware that 
this challenge is to be a leader whose watch 
will be to have your backs at all times. I'm 
aware that we are divided on too many issues 
and that we must learn to accept our differ- 
ences on or off the reservation, and move 
into a place of shared prosperity. 

I'm painfully aware that we must struggle 
with all our strength to maintain our culture, 
as we are ever pulled into a whirlwind which 



Jane Russell Winiecki speaks with the 
Nation's members 


would tear us apart from our beloved mother 
earth and sacred teachings of those who are 
gone but would have us remember them. 

I'm aware that our precious children are 
our treasure and hope for a continued future 
of the Yavapai-Apache people. 

And finally, I am aware that I cannot 
achieve the success we all desire without 
your help. I humbly accept this responsibility 
and ask for your continued support... for the 
benefit of all our people. 

Thank you very much. 

Chairwoman Jane Russell Winiecki 

Vice Chairman Larry Jackson , Sr. 

It is with a humble heart and gratitude 
that I take the trust and confidence of those 
who supported me and promise I will, to the 
best of my ability, work diligently to continue 
to earn that trust each day I am in office. 

To all the Yavapai-Apache Nation I say 
that this is a position I do not take lightly and 
will strive to always be fair and trustworthy 
to all the membership. 

I am committed to providing a fair work 
environment for all employees. 

To support those in management so they 
can continue to work hard to provide ser- 
vices, maintain our real property and to 


Council member Siera 
Russell 

I want to acknowledge the New counc j| member Siera Russell is sworn in. 
prayers, inspiration, and sup- 




port of our Yavapai-Apache citizens, friends 
and all my relations as your newly elected 
tribal council member. I am humbled by 
your vote of confidence. It is with deep grati- 
tude that I accept this position. I will protect 
your trust and serve honorably. 

As a team player, I am ready to work hard 
with your elected leaders and to move for- 
ward with your support, input, and feedback. 
I will advocate for policies that enhance the 
dignity and independence of all our people. 
Together with your council, I will advocate 
for a more fiscally transparent government 
and consistent reports to our citizens both 
on and off the reservation. 

With my background in Federal Indian 
Law, I want to assist in securing our Water 
Rights. 

I will collaborate with your elected lead- 
ers, elders, and community citizens to 
improve communication and access to infor- 
mation & services and advocate for the live 
video streaming of council meetings. 

I will work with your elected leaders to 
enact laws and policies that you decide best 
promote and protect our two distinct heri- 
tages, culture, and sovereignty. 

Together we can rebuild our community 
as a prosperous environment where par- 
ents, families, and individuals can succeed at 
home and at work. Together we can change 
what needs fixing. 

Thank you, 

Siera Russell, Councilwoman . 


Larry-Jackson, Sr.shared his ideas 
about the future of the Nation. 


provide opportunities for our employees to 
advance. 

I will work hard to provide job opportu- 
nities for Tribal Members not only with the 
Tribal Government and Casino, but with 
increased profitable economic development 
that will generate revenue and employment. 

I will immediately begin to establish a 
Community Representative Council so that 
all communities, both large and small, have 
a voice in how the nation provides support 
to each. 

I will work to establish a 
periodic report to the Nation 
on all facets of Revenue/ 
Expenditures, Member 
services and projected 
milestones that are being 
planned. 

And finally, I wish to say 
that as we move forward as 
a Nation, it will be with your 
voice and dreams that we 
forge a future for our chil- 
dren. 

Thank you. 

Larry Jackson 

Vice Chairman 


YAN community members support Standing Rock Nation 


BY DON DECKER, 

YAN News 

In support of the 
pipeline demonstra- 
tion in Standing Rock- 
Lakota Nation in North 
Dakota, several com- 
munity members from 
YAN (including chil- 
dren) marched through 
the neighborhood from 
the Nation's ball field to 
the recreation center on 
Wednesday, September 


21. Robert Chavez, com- 
munity member orga- 
nized this march that 
drew close to 30 people. 

"I feel like I'm sup- 
pose to help protect the 
water and with our own 
water issues that are 
going on here at home. 
It means a lot to me. So, 
I wanted to bring aware- 
ness to the community,” 
said Mr. Chavez. 

Annette Mendez, 
council member of the 



Nation showed her sup- 
port by marching with 
the group as well. 

Delmondo Cepress, 
Apache singer who 
works as a tutor under 
the Johnson O’Malley 
Program in the schools 
and Lucas Jackson who 
is employed with the 
Nation's maintenance 
department sang tradi- 
tional songs as 2 young 
girls 6 years old, carried 
traditional eagle feath- 


ers up ahead to clear the 
way to the recreation 
center. 

The march started 
with a prayer and ask- 
ing for blessings to all of 
the people now in North 
Dakota who are demon- 
strating peacefully. 

At the present time 
there has been a tempo- 
rary work stoppage on 
the pipeline in North 
Dakota aided by the 
Obama administration. 



YAN members strong- 
ly believe that the oil 
pipeline is a detriment 
to the environment not 
only for the Standing 
Rock community but 
other non-Indians who 
live down the Missouri 
River and along the 
Mississippi River. 

The town of Bismarck 
objected to the origi- 
nal plans of having the 
pipeline run across the 
Missouri River north 


of their city for fear of 
a break in the pipeline 
that would contaminate 
their water system so 
the pipeline was moved 
south of the city and 
north of the Standing 
Rock Nation placing that 
Indian community in 
danger. 



Sentil Grey, 9 month old daughter of Kathy Grey 
shows suppor for #NODAPL 


YAN children lead the North Dakota demonstration 
march in Middle Verde 


Marchers ended up at the recreation center for more 
songs and dances 
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Chairman Thomas Beauty bids staff members farewell 


BY DON DECKER, 

YAN News 

Chairman Thomas 
Beauty, outgoing chair- 
man of the Yavapai- 
Apache Nation met 
with his staff one last 
time during a luncheon, 
September 30. 

Mr. Beauty has been 
in office as a chairman 
twice for a total of 6 
years and served on the 
council as well in a pre- 
vious administration in 
2002-2005. 

Today, Mr. Beauty 
wanted to take the time 
to thank his staff mem- 
bers, his fellow employ- 
ees and especially 
those who served with 
him closely such Vice 
Chairwoman Darlene 
Rubio who was also 
leaving office this day. 
Another council mem- 
ber, Angelina Smith, 
was also vacating her 
council seat as well. Mr. 
Beauty was emphasiz- 
ing the need for grati- 
tude to others who give 
of themselves in ser- 
vicing the people of the 
Yavapai-Apache Nation. 

Mr. Beauty referred to 
the fact that in his past 
administrations as trib- 
al chairman, he worked 
with his uncle Norman 
Smith who was a vice 


chairman at the time. 
Then, for the past 3 
years, Mr. Beauty's vice 
chairperson has been 
Darlene Rubio, his aunt. 
"It was hard for me as a 
nephew me to tell (your) 
auntie or your uncle 
(Mr. Smith) what to do," 
quipped Mr. Beauty. But 
Mr. Beauty saw mean- 
ing in these relation- 
ships and said that he 
had to "change hats" 
even though at times sit- 
uations got tense but in 
the end, Mr. Beauty said 
"it was ok" and that the 
tasks were laid out and 
responsibilities were 
shared amongst each 
other. 

"That's the thing I've 
enjoyed about working 
here at Yavapai-Apache 
Nation-is, we are one 
big family," said Mr. 
Beauty to the audience. 
Mr. Beauty said that 
finding fault in people 
is "human nature" and 
that often, there is a pre- 
occupation with finding 
these faults in people. 
"It's about , 'what they 
didn't do', what they 
would have done', 'what 
they should have done'. 
We are all guilty of it. 
When it's all said and 
done, people come back 
together when some- 
thing happens, when 
there is a change," said 


Mr. Beauty. 

It was a good segway 
in response to the new 
incoming administra- 
tion of Chairwoman 
Jane Russell Winiecki. 

"The one thing I ask of 
you as a first Nation, that 
you work just as hard for 
the new administration, 
the same way that you 
did for me," Mr. Beauty 
said. 

"Lots of times when 
a chairman leaves, they 
(incoming personnel) 
don’t talk to the other 
chairman. They just 
leave. Nobody ever talk- 
ed to me when I came in 
the first time (as chair- 
man). They didn't say, 
'Let me help you', or 'Are 
there things you want to 
know?'. 

"I had a talk with 
Jane (Russell Winiecki) 
about the water rights 
issue and the employ- 
ees. I extended my 
hand to her and let her 
know that I want to be 
here if needed," said Mr. 
Beauty. 

Mr. Beauty was 
emphatic with the direc- 
tors, supervisors and 
employees who were lis- 
tening intently. "I have 
talked to individuals 
in these departments 
and I know the stress 
that (they) go through. 
I know the work that 



Tanya Lewis, executive adminstrative assistant is recognized by Mrs. Rubio and Mr. 
Beauty. 



Mr. Beauty recognizes Vice Chair- 
woman Darlene Rubio for her valuable 
service to the Nation. 


you go through and I 
see what you do in the 
Nation, in these depart- 
ments and sometimes 
you're not appreciat- 
ed. But let me tell you, I 
appreciate all the work 
that you did. You did a 
good job. And with the 
new administration, 
I would like for you to 
work just as hard," he 
said. 

Mr. Beauty spoke 
of his strengths about 
bringing people togeth- 
er and completing proj- 
ects. "I'm good at that., 
bringing people togeth- 
er to get something 
done". 

Some of these ini- 
tiatives have included 
the current construc- 
tion of the new casino 
hotel, the successful 
mini-market across the 
valley from the adminis- 
tration building, the new 
water line to Tunlii from 
Middle Verde and the 
final phase of the sewer 
line that runs from the 
casino-hotel to the 
ponds in Middle Verde. 

Mr. Beauty thanked 
the Attorney General 
Anthony Canty who was 
sitting in the audience. 

"He's the best attor- 
ney this nation has ever 
had and these things 
that you have done has 
set the Nation on the 


road to suc- 
cess", said 
Mr. Beauty 
to Mr. 

Canty. 

Darlene 
Rubio 
departing 
vice chair- 
woman, 
gave prais- 
es to the 
employees 
in atten- 
dance. “In 
this posi- 
tion, it's not the chair 
or myself or the council 
members. It's you, every 
one of you make this 
nation and the service 
that you provide for the 
people. It's not unrec- 
ognized so I had to take 
time to acknowledge all 
of you,” she said with 
sincerity. 

Mrs. Rubio walked 
around each of the 
tables where the 
employees were seat- 
ed as she expressed her 
appreciation to them 
and highlighting all that 
each of these depart- 
ments do each day. 

She pointed to the 
Day Care staff and said, 
“Nuture the mind, it 
makes us who we are.” 
Walking to the table 
where the substance 
counselors were sitting, 
she said adults looked 


forward to the treatment 
they provided. 

“ And who could for- 
get the administration 
for the per capita pay- 
ments to tribal members 
each year,” she added. 

Mrs. Rubio conclud- 
ed by saying, “I just want 
to say without you, we 
wouldn't have those ser- 
vices for our community 
members” 

It was a sincere and 
heartfelt message for the 
employees. 

“It means so much to 
me to say 'so long' but 
not 'good byes! You have 
all been wonderful and 
I thank you from the 
bottom of my heart for 
everything you've done 
for the nation,” she con- 
cluded. 



Angie Smith receives a blanket to honor her service to the Nation as council 
woman which ended on Oct. 1. 


Remembering the late Peggy Quail White Peggy J. White 


BY DON DECKER, YAN 

It was 1969 in Middle Verde 
and Delores Johnson Plunkett 
was 22 years old. If there was 
an adventure to be had, Mrs. 
Plunkett recalls that time when 
she and Peggy Quail ended up on 
Alcatraz Island practically over- 
night. 

The late 60's were still turbu- 
lent times for political demon- 
strations in America and the 
takeover of Alcatraz Island in 
San Francisco by Indians was 
big news. The federal prison was 
de-commissioned and federal 
facilities such as the prison could 
be transferred to other agencies 
and even Indian tribes. Alcatraz 
was news but not to Plunkett or 
Quail until that summer -- sort 
of— first hand news that is. 

The two ended up in San 
Francisco the summer of 1969 
and for a good reason. Mrs. 
Plunkett said that a couple who 
volunteered for a national ser- 
vice program called VISTA on the 
Nation had concluded their obli- 
gation to VISTA that summer and 
were leaving for Japan. The hus- 
band had gone on before his wife. 

Mrs. Plunkett recalls that 
day very clearly. “The lady who 
stayed behind said, ‘You think 
you can give me a ride to San 
Francisco?,”. That question set 
everything in motion for the 2 
young ladies from Middle Verde. 

'Let's go Peggy' ", said Mrs. 
Plunkett to Peggy. Mrs. Plunkett 
remembers Peggy's braids and 
tennis shoes very well to this day 


and so do many 
others on the 
Nation. 

It was a 16 
hour drive 
in an orange 
Volkswagen to 
the 'Bay' area and 
after dropping off 
the VISTA lady, 

Mrs. Johnson and 
the late Peggy 
ended up at the 
Fisherman's 
Wharf on the 
north edge of San Francisco by 
the bay's edge. While acting 
like other tourists in the area, a 
large and long boat arrived at the 
dock with the words 'Credence 
Clearwater' painted on its side. 
The boat was the personal boat of 
the rock-n-roll group named on 
the side of the boat. The boat was 
transporting supplies and people 
to the demonstration site 5 miles 
across to Alcatraz Island. 

"A man from the boat asked us 
where we were from and we said 
we were from Arizona. The man 
asked us if we had a place to stay 
that night and we said no. I told 
him we were thinking of driving 
back to Arizona that night," said 
Mrs. Plunkett recalling the con- 
versation with the boatman. 

" He said, ‘Oh no, you can't do 
that. Come with us and we'll take 
you across to Alcatraz! So we said, 
‘OK,’! 

The two hopped on the boat 
and on the way over, they were 
cautioned about the occupation 


and it had to do 
with outside agi- 
tators. Local city 
people cruising in 
their boats at night 
circling the island 
while taking pot 
shots at the Indian 
group inside of the 
prison complex. 
Some even tried 
scaling the side of 
the rock c l i ff s. 

Mrs. Plunkett 
recalls being told 
to stay away from the windows 
due to gun fire. The large rooms 
where people slept were separat- 
ed by hanging blankets and the 
lights were extinguished early in 
the evening. They slept on mats 
and blankets provided by their 
hosts. “About 11 or 12 that night 
we could hear the boats going 
around and the gun shots. The 
people didn't want the Indians 
there,” remembers Mrs. Plunkett. 

The next morning around 6 or 
7, one of the men, an ex-Marine, 
came and got the two and were 
transported back to the wharf 
from where they came from the 
previous day. 

"It was quite an experience. 
It was a lot of fun," said Mrs. 
Plunkett about their trip to 
Alcatraz one summer long ago. 

Years later, in 1971, after San 
Francisco, Peggy and Cindy 
Nahee, councilwoman now, were 
Maid of Honor at Mrs. Plunkett's 
wedding. 



Photo by Don Decker. 


1948-2016 



Peggy J. White, 

67 of Camp 
Verde, passed 
away at her 
home on Friday, 
September 16, 

2016 after long 
illness. She 
was born on 
December 3, 

1948 in Jerome 
to Harvey and 
Helen Johnson. 

Peggy attend- 
ed school in 
Camp Verde 
and Yavapai 
College and 
worked in the 
finance department 
for Nation, the Gaming 
Board for the casino, 
Economic Development 
Administration (EDA) 
and retired from Tribal 
Court. She had some 
strong beliefs in her 
Christian faith and 
was a loyal member of 
the Middle Verde Rock 
Church. 

Peggy enjoyed sew- 
ing, beading, cooking, 
travel, musis, singing 
and loved her children 
and grandchildren. 

Peggy was preced- 
ed in death by her par- 
ents Harvey and Helen; 


brothers and sisters 
Lorraine, Annabelle, 
Chris, Mark and son, 
Timothy Quail. 

She is survived by 
her husband of 24 
years Jesse White, 
sons Matthew Quail, 
Bartholomew Hood and 
Jesse White Jr., broth- 
ers Nathan Quail (and 
wife Alberta), David 
Kwail, sisters Mary 
Beauty, Myrtle Manuel, 
Roberta Quail, many 
nieces, nephews and 
many grandchildren, 
great-grandchildren. 

Peggy will be long 
remembered. 
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Nation's recreation department 
gets new manager 


By Don Decker, 

YAN News 

Mina Eppinger, 22, of Yavapai- 
Apache Nation was named the new 
manager of the Nation’s 
recreation department on 
September 21, Wednesday, 
by YAN administration. 

"I’m very excited for 
this opportunity. I've been 
working with the recreation 
department and this is my 
third year. I started out at 
the bottom as a recreation 
assistant and all of a sud- 
den, I became the manag- 
er,” said Ms. Eppinger with 
enthusiasm. 

Ms. Eppinger brings with her 3 
years of experience as a recreation 
specialist for the Nation. In addition, 
she is a certified ropes instructor that 
conducts a confidence course on the 
Nation’s land next to the Agriculture 
Resource Department facilities across 
the river from the Nation's adminis- 
trative center. 

The nationally certified ropes 
course offers confidence building 
activities for organizations. The all-fa- 
miliar scene of a person traversing 
down a stretched steel cable 100 yards 
on a pulley best describes one of the 
activities at a ropes course. 

"As long as I'm working at recre- 
ation, I will be certified each year,” 
said Ms. Eppinger who also oversees 
the licensing and certification of the 
Nation's ropes course. 

Ms. Eppinger has 4 other staff 


members that she will be supervising. 

Some changes that Ms. Eppinger is 
considering is adding a Saturday rec- 
reation activity day but that possibility 
is still in the discussion stage. "It’s not 
set in stone but once I sit 
down with the staff and 
figure out what to do,” 
she added. 

Ms. Eppinger has been 
the Miss Yavapai- Apache 
Nation in the past during 
the 2014-2015 year rep- 
resenting the Nation's 
royalty. This title gave 
her the responsibility of 
participating in various 
events and activities and 
telling her story about the 
people of Yavapai-Apache Nation. 

Ms. Eppinger graduated from 
Camp Verde High School in 2012 
and attended Scottsdale Community 
College for a year right after high 
school studying for her Associate 
of Arts Degree in General Studies 
(A.A.in Gen. Studies) 

Presently, Ms. Eppinger is enrolled 
at Yavapai College at the Verde Valley 
campus in Cottonwood where she is 
completing her A.A. in Gen. Studies 
degree with a graduation date of May, 
2017. 

Ms. Eppinger's mother is Flora 
Sellers who is a member of the 
Choctaw Nation in Oklahoma and is 
employed with the Nation’s finance 
department. 

Ms. Eppinger has 2 sisters and 2 
brothers who are enrolled members 
of the Nation as well. 



Johnson O’Malley Program (JOM) of YAN 


organizes school programs to share culture 


BY DON DECKER, 

YAN News 

Cindy Eaton, Program 
manager for JOM/YAN, 
completed 3 days of 
close coordination of 
school events where- 
by YAN students were 
excused from classes to 
visit various schools to 
perform their tradition- 
al dances, both Apache 
and Yavapai. Traditional 
Apache singer and 
JOM tutor Delmondo 
Cepress sang the songs 
as he drummed for all 
of the Nation's partici- 
pants. On the Yavapai 
side, Troy Kaska, Ron 
Juan and some boys 
took over the task of 
providing Bird Songs as 
the gourd rattles made 
their familiar sounds on 
the stage. 

Miss Yavapai-Apache 
Nation Marley Juan 
also gave brief talks 
throughout the week 
and welcomed the stu- 
dent body at the begin- 
ning of the assemblies. 
Ms. Juan is a tutor with 
the JOM program as 
well. 

The students attend- 
ing the assembly were 
very quiet and respect- 
ful and even some of 
them went so far as to 



YAN students share their culture at Native American 
week school assembly in Camp Verde 



Jaynae Medina, 6th grader takes center stage for 
dance performance. Top 2 photos by Laurie Stevens 



yell encourage- 
ment as a group 
to the YAN chil- 
dren on stage as 
they performed. 

Ms. Eaton 
said that she was 
careful about 
the students 
who participat- 
ed as it involved 
students being 
dismissed from 
their daily class- 
room activities. 

The culture depart- 
ment has been respon- 


Jaynae Medina, Princess, KD 
Marquez-MIss Teen Y-A and Mar- 
ley Juan, Miss Yavapai-Apache 
Nation before program. 

sible for teaching the 
YAN children the danc- 
es and songs. 


“Reading is the key”: Jaynae Medina- 6th grader 



Miss Princess Yavapai-Apache 
Nation read a book for Montesorri 
students. 


BY DON DECKER, 

YAN News 

Many 11 year olds 
don't have a cause they 
support but Jaynae 
Medina has a message 
for you IF you can read 
this. 

It all goes back to the 
days in school when you 
picked up the first ‘Dick 
and Jane’ book in 2nd 
grade in the 50's or per- 
haps getting a library 
card which gave you 
that ability to learn how 
to read. And thanks to 
your teacher who gave 


you that ability 
to read and to 
become more 
educated. Your 
success in life 
depends on 
reading. 

This is what 
Ms. Medina 
believes and 
she says the 
only way to make peo- 
ple smarter (and more 
intelligent hopefully) is 
by teaching them how 
to read and to read 
more often. Hence, Ms. 
Medina is on a cam- 
paign to get people to 


donate books to 
the new Camp 
Verde library 
that will have its 
grand opening 
on November 3. 

Ms. Medina 
recently visited 
the Montessori 
School on the 
Yavapai-Apache 
Nation where she read 
to the children without 
mispronouncing any 
word. It was perfect. 
And the reason why is 
because this 6th grad- 
er disciplined herself in 
learning to read. 


Grandmother Suzette 
Dawdy, Apache, and 
CHR representative 
from Middle Verde 
attended this read- 
ing session at the 
Montessori School to 
show support for Ms. 
Medina's current book 
drive. Mrs. Dawdy said 
she is proud of her 
granddaughter for the 
initiative she has set in 
motion. 

By now, you should 
have plenty of dusty 
books on the shelves at 
your home that haven't 
been read in years and 


maybe covered 
with spider 
webs. Perhaps 
you would 
make a gener- 
ous donation 
of those books 
to the Camp 
Verde Library 
in hopes that 
someone 
would benefit 
from reading 
the books and learning 
from it. 

If you live in Middle 
Verde, you can donate 
the books at the social 
service building, the 


food bank, Ernie's 
Smoke Shop across from 
the Hotel at Cliff Castle, 
and in Camp Verde at 
the Middle School 
where Ms. Medina 
attends school. 



Nation's diabetes program dedicates new workout center 



Grand opening with ribbon 
cutting by Carol Williams 


BY DON DECKER, 

YAN News 

The diabetes program 
under the direction 
of Robin Hazelwood 
opened up a new fitness 
center at noon October 
3 in Camp Verde on 
the Yavapai-Apache 
Nation. The new center 
is located in the former 
Yavapai-Apache Nation 
Construction company 
office next to the Camp 
Verde Church. Carol 
Williams, resident of the 
Camp Verde commu- 
nity cut the ribbon to 
the entry way of the fit- 
ness center shortly after 
lunch. Mrs. Williams 
was one of the key indi- 
viduals inquiring about 
opening a new fitness 
center last year. 


The fitness has gone 
through an extensive 
remodel over the past 
few months since its 
inception last year with 
a paint job, new carpets, 
a security alarm system, 
installation of electrical 
outlets for the machines 
and some walls being 
removed. 

The Camp Verde 
community had been 
inquiring about the 
possibility of convert- 
ing the construction 
office last year into a 
fitness center and it 
wasn’t until recent- 
ly that the funds were 
made available through 
the SDPI (Special 
Diabetes Program for 
Indians) according to 
Mrs. Hazelwood. Mrs. 
Hazelwood said the 


total cost for the new fit- 
ness center was "around 
$50,000” 

The dedication cere- 
mony and grand open- 
ing was opened only to 
the Camp Verde 

residents to accom- 
modate registration for 
the electronic keys that 
only works from 4 A.M. 
until 10 P.M. at night. 
Mrs. Hazelwood said 
that after 10 o’clock, 
the automatic security 
alarm kicks in to catch 
likely culprits who may 
want to enter without 
their pass key which 
is a white plastic card 
dangling from a ribbon 
cord. The fitness cen- 
ter is heavily fortified 
though. 

Everyone who signed 
out for the entry key 
card had to sign a waiv- 
er form for using the fit- 
ness center. 

Inside there are many 
machines that only 
require a push- start 
procedure and there 
are all sorts of electron- 
ic displays on the small 
screens attached to the 
machines which gives 
out vital statistics about 
the resistance level of 
the person exercising. 

Mrs. Hazelwood said 


there were small fans 
on the workout stations 
that can be turned on in 
case a person gets over- 
heated while riding the 
stationary bicycle. 

In the far back is the 
weight room. "The mus- 
cle-tone room in the 
back have 10-15 pound 
weights on them — 
you can start with just 
10 repetitions times 
2 at a time,” said Mrs. 
Hazelwood. Manuel 
Guzman from the YAN 
Health Center got start- 
ed immediately by grab- 
bing 20 pounds of steel 
off the racks and broke 
into a sweat within sec- 


©i 



Manuel Guzman tries out 
the new weights. 


onds. 

Mrs. Hazelwood said 
one doesn't have to 
come in by starting with 


2 hours at a time. 

"In the begin- 
ning, take your 
time on the bicy- 
cle or treadmill 
then you'll get 
faster,” she cau- 
tioned about the 
workout. 

Over in anoth- 
er corner are the 
giant rubber balls 
with diagrams on 
them that give 
directions on how 
to do some of the 
ball exercises. There is a 
caution on there that it 
is not a toy as children 
mishandling can get 
seriously injured if they 
bounce or lunge on top 
of them. 

Before the dedica- 
tion of the new fitness 
center, a healthy lunch 
was served at the near- 
by church. Special visi- 
tor was Theresa Lucero, 
a nutritionist from 
Phoenix IHS who visits 
the Nation's clinic on a 
frequent basis. 

Darlene Rubio former 
Vice Chairwoman gave 
the blessings for the 
noon meal as the new 
Vice Chairman Larry 
Jackson, Sr. offered a 
special blessing during 
the ribbon cutting cer- 


emony at the fitness 
center. Council member 
Jaime Valles was also in 
attendance. 

Mrs. Hazelwood 
said there was an extra 
room made available 
inside of the fitness cen- 
ter that is suppose to 
be a Learning Center 
equipped with com- 
puters but due to lack 
of funds, that portion of 
the building will remain 
closed. 

Mrs. Hazelwood 
encouraged commu- 
nity members "to go to 
the council and remind 
them” about the need to 
open up a learning cen- 
ter. 

The fitness center is 
now opened for busi- 
ness. Don't forget. You 
need a pass key to enter. 



Robin Hazelwood, diabetes coordinator shares details 
of the new fitness center 
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The Long Run: 

Arizona to North Dakota to honor water 


BY DON DECKER, 
YAN News 


Arizona and his 
passion is run- 
ning long dis- 
tance. 

" The reason 
why I want to do 
this journey is 
because I want 
to be able to run 
for my people 
that need my 
help. I want to 
run for the water 
because people 
can live without 
oil but people 
need water to 



Courtesy photo from Erin 
Ortega 


Crescent Junction, 
Utah, Meeker, 
Colorado, Rawlins, 
Wyoming through 
Spearfish, South 
Dakota and final- 
ly into Cannonball, 
North Dakota. 

Along the route, 
the runners want to 
raise the awareness 
of what is occurring 
in North Dakota and 
share their Native 
American experi- 
ence and culture. 
Mother Lori said 


It’s about a 15 year old Hopi 
boy who has convictions about 
protecting other living things 
from the dangers of pollu- 
tion. Meet Riley Ortega, a Hopi 
‘Spider clan' long distance run- 
ner who has every intention of 
running from Flagstaff, Arizona 
to Cannonball, North Dakota 
near the Standing Rock Nation. 
His parents, Lori and Erin Ortega 
who work for the Yavapai-Apache 
Nation fully support their son's 
run to North Dakota. 

“He will be missing out on the 
cross country state champion- 
ship. It's important to our youth 
to be part of something bigger 
than themselves,” said Erin. 

There is a nation-wide demon- 
stration taking place now as hun- 
dreds of 'Water Protectors' from 
various Nations have gathered at 
the pipeline site in Cannonball, 
North Dakota where an oil com- 
pany is laying an interstate pipe- 
line that will carry thousands of 
gallons of oil across the states 
of North Dakota, South Dakota, 
Iowa and Illinois a distance of 
1200 miles. 

The Lakota people are espe- 
cially irked by the decision of 
the City of Bismarck to change 
the course of the pipeline. The 
pipeline was relocated south of 
Bismarck to protect its water sup- 
ply from contamination if the 
pipeline was to break. Now, the 
pipeline will cross the Missouri 
River north of the Standing Rock 
Nation leaving their precious 
water supply vulnerable. 

Peaceful protestors believe 
that there is a potential for a cat- 
astrophic event that would result 
in a massive oil break in the pipe- 
line that would poison the rivers 
downstream as well as destroy 
wildlife and affect the livelihood 
of those along the Missouri and 
Mississippi River. 

Like other Native Americans 
now encamped at the 
Cannonball site in North Dakota, 
Ortega is determined to state 
his cause and support his fellow 
tribesmen who continue to lead a 
peaceful protest against the con- 
struction of a pipeline. 

Ortega who attends Bradshaw 
Mountain High School near 
Prescott, Arizona, is a member 
of the Hopi Tribe in Northern 


live," said young 
Ortega. 

He has the full support of his 
parents Lori and Erin Ortega, a 
police officer and a social worker 
who have three other children. 

Erin said (Riley) Ortega “-was 
the idea guy” behind the North 
Dakota run. 

Lori said that young Ortega's 
uncle, Dennis 'Danny' Poolheco, 
a Hopi, Sun Forehead clan, who 
was a long-distance runner, 
passed away two years ago due to 
being the victim in a drunk driv- 
ing accident in Phoenix. 

Young Ortega wants to honor 
his uncle with the run to North 
Dakota. Danny's son, Steven will 
be among the runners showing 
both Riley and the cause support. 

The Run 

Young Ortega will begin his 
run from Flagstaff, Arizona the 
morning of October 28 with an 
early morning-prayer ceremony. 
Young Ortega is counting on the 
support of other runners and has 
received several responses from 
runners from the Yavapai-Apache 
Nation, Zuni Tribe, Hopi Tribe, 
Navajo Nation and others. Most 
notably, the Oceti Sakowin Youth 
and Allies Group will be join- 
ing Ortega. The Oceti Sakowin 
Youth ran from Standing Rock 
to Washington DC this summer 
to deliver a petition against the 
pipeline. Their experience and 
energy will be a vital asset to 
Ortega's run. The team of run- 
ners will make their journey 1400 
miles to the northeastern part of 
the United States and arrive in 
Standing Rock, North Dakota on 
November 5. 

Ortega and his team of runners 
will go through Kayenta, Arizona 
on the Navajo Reservation into 


they don't expect to take breaks 
during the nights along the roads 
leading to North Dakota and 
'there will be feet on the ground 
24/7.' 

Presently, young Ortega is 
looking for financial support 
to pay for two vans that will be 
the supply ships for the run- 
ners, the expenses for gasoline 
and food. Hence, they have orga- 
nized a bingo night in the town of 
Clarkdale on the Yavapai-Apache 
Nation. But, it will take more than 
a bingo night to propel the run- 
ners all the way to North Dakota. 
They are hoping that they can 
generate more interest with 
Indian tribes and all commu- 
nities to support their run. The 
family has fundraisers planned 
to help with cost but appreciates 
donations. Funds in excess of 
what is needed for the run will be 
donated for the legal expenses to 
fight the pipeline. 

“I want to be able to make a 
difference to our world and my 
people's land. If the Dakota 
Access Pipeline is success- 
ful and it leaks, then the oil will 
find its way to the rivers and it 
will destroy water sources. It will 
destroy the lives of families,” said 
Ortega. 

Riley and his run coordinators 
can be reached at perseverance- 
forpreservation@gmail.com for 
donations and for runners inter- 
ested in joining the run. The 
run has a go fund me account 
as well. FOLLOW THE RUN ON 
FACEBOOK!! 


Community health fair 
a success 


BY DON DECKER, 

YAN News 

The Community 
Health Representative 
Program held a health 
fair inside of the 
Nation's gym to day. 
Over 12 agencies and 
departments participat- 
ed in this one-day event 
which drew such orga- 
nization as the Phoenix 
Indian Medical Center 
Community Health 
Program, First Things 
First, the Yavapai- 
Apache Nation Police 
Department, the EPA 


Office of the Nation, 
the WIC Program and 
the Nation's agriculture 
resource department. 
Linda Rocha, CHR 
Program Coordinator 
said ," It was a great 
turnout, and better than 
last year. We had great 
community support and 
we had great presenters 
today. We're pretty 
happy!". 

There were health 
screenings by the 
CHR program where 
one could get their 
blood pressure 
checked. Priscilla 
Sine Preston, elder 
of the community 
said she had a blood 
pressure check. 
"Mine is very high", 
said Mrs. Preston. 

Suzette 
Dawdy , 

CHR rep- 
resentative 
admin- 
istered 
the blood 
pressure 
checks as 


other community mem- 
bers lined up for their 
check ups. 

The Agriculture 
Resource Department 
hosted by Pauline 
Jackson showed some of 
their prized vegetables 
such as chilliss that were 
grown on the Nation's 
lands across the river 
from the Administrative 
Center. 

Other exhibits includ- 
ed the Nation's EPA 
department with Vivian 
Stevens, EPA Specialist 
and Nancy 
Ruiz, EPA 
Assistant 
who d i s - 
played pho- 
tos of many 
of the on-go- 
ing projects 
within their 
department 
such 

as the 
tamarisk eradication 
program. Ms. Stevens 
said the tamarisk project 
is on-going. 

To motivate visitors to 
visit each table or exhib- 
it, a validation sheet was 
provided so that people 
could receive tickets for 
raffle items been given 
away later on in the day. 




Arizona Conservation Corp/AmeriCorp conducts training on Yavapai-Apache Nation 


BY DON DECKER, 

YAN News 

Along with the Verde 
Valley Watershed 
Restoration Coalition, 
the AmeriCorp Arizona 
Conservation Corp 
(AZCC) trainees met 
in Camp Verde on the 
Verde River's edge on 


the Yavapai-Apache 
Nation, September 30 
to provide training to 
approximately 40 train- 
ees. Of these, 6 trainees 
are sponsored through 
the 'Hire a Vet' pro- 
gram at the Cottonwood 
office. 

Vivian Stevens, staff 
member of the Yavapai- 


Apache Nation EPA 
office said the one week 
training for the AZCC 
members will cover var- 
ious topics such as using 
herbicides, chainsaw 
operations, cutting and 
treating invasive plants. 
Mrs. Stevens said the 
trainees are from differ- 
ent parts of the country 



and some are recruited 
locally. 

The Yavapai-Apache 
Nation does have an 
abundance of invasive 
plants along the river's 
edge. Some of the plants 
include the tamarisk 
and Paradise Tree that 
tend to choke off other 
healthy trees and plants. 
Hence the name, 'inva- 
sive! 

Russell Dickerson, 
staff member of the 
AZCC said the 4 crews 
of the AZCC will be 
working for 6 months 
in the Verde Valley 


area. "This is specif- 
ic to the Verde Valley 
Water Shed. Some 
funds comes from the 
AmeriCorp which is a 
part of a national service 
organization and other 
community partners,” 
said Mr. Dickerson. 

One of the other sup- 
porters is the Walton 
Family Foundation 
(Sam Walton fam- 
ily of the WalMart 
chain) according to 
Mr.Dickerson. 

Other collaborators 
include Friends of Verde 
River Greenway. Sara 


Van Marel who is a field 
supervisor for this orga- 
nization, was providing 
training for herbicide 
applications as trainees 
kneeled on the ground 
observing the applica- 
tor units which they will 
use to treat the various 
plants identified as inva- 
sive. 

The 'Hire a Vet’ group 
was down by the Verde 
River already applying 
a special herbicide to 
one plant at the edge of 
a path. 
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Tribal members who reside on the 
Nation can receive refunds on taxes 
paid for electric bills. 


The Importance of Agriculture 
in the Community 


BY DON DECKER, 

YAN News 

According to Pita Larson, Tribal 
Assistance Coordinator for Nation, 
individuals who are enrolled in the 
Yavapai-Apache Nation who reside 
within the boundaries of the Nation 
can receive tax credit refunds for pur- 
chasing electricity from the Arizona 
Public Service. 

“I have received several checks 
with credits on anywhere from $300 to 
$500,” said Mrs. Larson. The refunds 
aren't actual cash refunds but cred- 
it toward the billing process that the 
Tribal Assistance Program pays for 
tribal members who receive assis- 
tance for electric bills, especially 
those 55 years of older considered 
"senior” 

The only criteria for a tax rebate is 
that the Nation’s residents must live 
within the boundaries of the Yavapai- 

The Community Health Program (CHR) 

BY DON DECKER, 

YAN News 

Doesn't make any difference if you’re 2 or 80 
years old, the CHR program under coordinator 
Suzette Dawdy wants you healthy. Mrs. Dawdy 
is the new CHR coordinator for the nation and 
her office is located in the same building where 
the food bank is located in Middle Verde. 

Mrs. Dawdy spent 2 weeks this past July 
in Phoenix getting certified as a Community 
Health Representative. The CHR is funded for 
the Yavapai-Apache Nation under the Tribal 
638 program for contract services through 
Indian Health Services said Linda Rocha, 
supervisor to Mrs. Dawdy. 

The CHR department is all part of the team 
that works with the WIC program under Renee 
Gonzales in addressing the health issues of 
everyone in the Nation. In the old days, people 
thought of the CHR program as a van driver 
for health services. But take a look at the job 
description of a CHR and one has to know 
everything about health related topics and 
issues, some matters that are very complicated 
that the average person may have to undergo 
training to learn all the facets of keeping people 
healthy. 

“We’re about prevention, prevention where 
we don't want to wait til we get to that point 
[where things turn ugly],” said Mrs. Dawdy. 
Mrs.Dawdy is like a stern aunt— and you better 
listen too. She was taking blood pressure at the 
recent health fair on the Nation and people 
were very eager to get their blood pressure 
checked. 

The sad reality of it all is that a large major- 
ity of people on the Yavapai-Apache have dia- 
betes according to Mrs. Dawdy. 

"Most of them already know if they have 
sugar problems. They just want to see where 
they are at, at the moment (when they are 
being seen), "said Mrs. Dawdy. Sometimes is 
just a simple matter such as prescribing an 
exercise program like walking daily. “I say to 
them 'Let's do something about it. Let's change 
your diet that can keep you from being a dia- 


Apache Nation. Anyone under 55 
years old that has electric service 
registered under their name can also 
qualify for the rebates. 

“This is a great opportunity for 
those residing on the Nation,” added 
Mrs. Larson. 

The qualified rebates are retro-ac- 
tive 48 months. 

Mrs. Larson said if all seniors who 
have their electric bills paid by the 
Tribal Assistance Program partici- 
pate, the Nation can save anywhere 
from $700-$900 per month. 

In addition you may qualify for 
reduced electricity use by simply fill- 
ing out the necessary forms. 

The forms can be picked up at the 
Nation’s tribal assistance program. 

Contact Pita Larson, Tribal 
Assistance Coordinator for forms at: 
649-7147 

program wants you to dump the sugar! 

betic,” she tells her patients. The best news is 
that diabetes can be controlled according to 
Mrs. Dawdy. As a personal testament, her A1C 
level dropped from 9.7 to 6.7 in just 6 months. 

“I quite drinking soda-it's liquid sugar,” cau- 
tioned Mrs. Dawdy. 

While helping patients, Mrs. Dawdy said she 
has seen secondary issues arise from diabetes. 

The CHR department also has profession- 
al support with a registered nurse (Sheena 
Twitched, PHN/RN.-IHS) who comes to the 
Nation twice a week from Phoenix to help this 
department. In addition, Robin Hazelwood 
who works direcdy with the diabetes program 
within the medical center gets high praise from 
Mrs. Dawdy. “We all work together,” she added. 
Interestingly, Mrs. Hazelwood was responsible 
for the opening of a new fitness center in the 
community of Camp Verde on October 4. This 
fully equipped fitness center is a show piece 
for the weight-loss and fitness program for the 
Nation. 

Whatever impact these professionals have 
in regards to diabetes is seeing results already. 
“"I know that people are learning new ways 
by eating differently,” said Mrs. Dawdy. The 
responsibilities of a CHR is really wide and 
varied and the job entails being available all 
hours of the night perhaps bringing someone 
home from the ER room at the hospital after 
being seen by medical doctors according to 
Mrs.Dawdy. 



CHR representative Suzette Dawdy 

checks Carol Carillo's blood pressure 


BY MARLEY JUAN 

Hello everyone, my name is Marley 
Juan and I am the reigning 2016- 
2017 Miss Yavapai-Apache. I reside 
on the Middle Verde Reservation and 
am a JOM tutor for the Camp Verde 
High School. I was asked to write an 
essay and present 
it at this year's Fall 
Festival. 

Today I am here 
to shed some light 
on the commu- 
nity about the 
Importance of 
Agriculture. I will 
inform you on how 
it aids our commu- 
nity and why it is 
important to us as 
Indigenous people. 

What is agricul- 
ture? Agriculture 
is defined as, “The 
science or practice 
of farming, includ- 
ing cultivation of 
soil for the grow- 
ing of crops and 
the rearing of ani- 
mals to provide 
food, wool and 
other products.” To 
put it simply, agriculture is the act of 
self-sustainment. To be self-sustain- 
ing means we as a community and 
more importantly as Indigenous peo- 
ple are able to stand on our own two 
feet. 

Participating in a small scale form 
of land cultivation called, “horti- 
culture”, the Yavapai-Apache peo- 
ple were once completely self-suffi- 
cient; they grew and harvested their 
own crops season by season. Since 
our people migrated, we participated 
in what is known as “seasonal har- 
vesting” Meaning we harvested food 
as we traveled to different areas. We 
also would plant crops such as corn, 
squash and melon, then return to 
harvest them in the spring. We once 
stood alone; we never had to rely on 
anyone else to feed our families. But 
times have changed; our people went 
through trials and tribulations to gain 
what we have today. There came a 
time when we had to rely solely on 
another entity, that entity though that 
it was their right to try and strip us of 
our culture. We as native people are 
slowly making strides to reclaim what 
was lost, and to secure a better future 
for further generations. 

To cement the bond between our 
people and our heritage we need to 
continue to practice what our ances- 
tors have done. Farming and the rear- 
ing of animals not only helps feed the 


people in this nation but also feeds 
our growing economy. As a nation 
we are thriving, we grow in numbers 
every year and we need the cooper- 
ation of the community to continue 
our sustenance. Because the nation 
has its own farming resources and its 
own land, we do 
not need to hire 
some outside 
entity to do it 
for us. Our har- 
vests and reve- 
nue gained goes 
full circle, back 
into the depart- 
ment and into 
the communi- 
ty by providing 
employment 
and income for 
tribal members. 
This nation 
should be proud 
that our success 
is coming from 
the hands of 
our own people; 
the knowledge 
passed down 
from our ances- 
tors is still rooted into the people 
today. It is our duty to keep that con- 
nection strong, to keep in mind the 
ways of our ancestors and integrate it 
into present day. 

Agriculture is a part of us, we as 
native people have always held this 
affinity to the land, and now it is time 
we honor it. Our children should be 
raised to know that the Earth is our 
Mother and the Creator is our Father. 
Mother Earth gives us what we need 
to survive, whether it is food or shel- 
ter. If the land is nurtured and treated 
with respect, she will bless us with 
bountiful harvest and healthy bodies. 
The Yavapai-Apache Nation Culture 
Department urges us to think, “When 
we speak of plants we treat them as 
equals to ourselves... We treat plants 
with respect, leaving parts to grow 
again.” 

One day, this nation will no longer 
have to rely on grocery stores to buy 
our fruits, vegetables and meat. So 
be grateful and show thanks for the 
efforts of the Agriculture Department 
and know that things take time to per- 
fect. We are all gathered here today 
because the Department showed 
patience and diligence to produce us 
crops. Good things do not come to 
those who wait, but to those that per- 
severe. 



Law enforcement prepared evening meal on September 21 during Indian Week 


BY DON DECKER, 

YAN News 

It was hot and smoky inside of 
the police department's garage 
in Middle Verde as police officers 
and other law enforcement per- 
sonnel cooked fry bread in antic- 
ipation of the evening's crafts 
night event at the recreation cen- 
ter on the Yavapai-Apache Nation 
during Indian week. 

It was a team effort as Police 
Chief Jon Huey prepared to dip 
the flatten dough into the hot 


greasy pan below as Officer 
Milfred Tewawina fished out 
another golden fry bread from 
the hot boiling grease pan below 
him. 

Officer Tim DeClay said, "it's 
the best recipe". He may have 
had something to do with the 
recipe. 

Jasmine Rocha also took 
special care to smooth out the 
dough before dipping them in 
the hot grease. It's working as a 
team as the officers stacked hun- 
dreds of fry bread into the large 


plastic containers on the floor. 
Community members swear 
by the police department's fry 
bread. 

Lucinda Morrow from the 
same department said she 
doesn't do fry bread but showed 
off her fry bread making skills as 
she walked over to cook the fry 
bread. The aroma of the beans 
cooking rounded out the whole 
atmosphere. 

Cooking fry bread is better 
than chasing criminals. 



Officer Tewawina showing off his prized frybread. 



Collector's choice Lucinda Morrow from police department pats down the dough for frybread 
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COMMUNITY EVENTS 

Nation celebrates Indian Week 



BY DON DECKER, 

YAN News 

Indian Day on 
September 24, Saturday, 
was celebrated with a 
full day of activities on 
the Yavapai-Apache 
Nation. A morning run 
and walk began at 6 
a.m. at the Middle Verde 
ballpark followed by a 
morning parade at 8 
a.m. which set the mood 
for the remainder of the 
day. All of the entries 
for the parade were rec- 
ognized as “First Place 
Winners” later on in 
the afternoon at the 
Veteran's Park. 

The Indian Day fes- 
tivities continued at the 
Veteran's Park below 
the casino where the 
remainder of the day 
was filled with various 
cultural events. Miss 
Native America USA 
Ashley Susan of the 
White Mountain Apache 
and Northern Paiute 
Nation of Phoenix 
brought a message of 
hope and honoring cul- 
ture and maintaining 
traditions. Ms. Ashley 
was recently crowned at 
an August 27 pageant in 
Phoenix. 

Vice Chairman- elect 
Larry Jackson, Sr. spoke 
briefly to the crowd say- 
ing that “despite our 
history, everything that 
has happened to us, 
we are a voice in this 
country today and we 
need to continue that 
voice not only in plac- 
es like Standing Rock 
(where the demon- 
stration is taking place 
in North Dakota) but 
places like Yavapai- 
Apache because we 
have a voice, a voice in 
this valley and we need 
to begin to lift that voice 
up” 

Another group, the 
Cibicue traditional 
Apache youth dancers 
performed their tradi- 
tional Mountain Spirit 
Dance and the Rainbow 
Dance. 


From the Quechan 
Nation in Yuma, Larry 
Hammond brought the 
traditional gourd dance 
songs of the Pai Nations 
which brought out the 
Pai women dancers 
who danced for the men 
singers. 

The Indian Day event 
was emceed by Arlan 
Carlton, a substance 
abuse counselor for the 
Nation who made the 
day's events interest- 
ing and kept the pace 
for the day's events. 
There were numerous 
raffle drawings held by 
the planning commit- 
tee throughout the day 
which offered various 


prizes. 

The Warrior Dance 
group of the Nation, 
a new youth perfor- 
mance group that par- 
ticipated in a week of 
school activities visit- 
ing various schools in 
the Verde Valley begin- 
ning on September 19, 
Monday, danced with 
spears as Delmondo 
Cepress, a recent gradu- 
ate of Camp Verde High 
School, who now works 
as tutor for the Johnson 
O'Malley Program, 
sang Apache songs and 
drummed for the group. 

The Indian Day 
committee which was 
responsible for the 
cooking of the day’s 
noon meal had stayed 
up half of the night 
cooking the meal that 
was served at noon on 
Saturday. Everything 
from cake to tradition- 


al acorn stew, various 
salads and frybread was 
served to the commu- 
nity. 

Katherine Marquez 
of Clarkdale, a Yavapai 
elder and representative 
of Pai Festivals Elder 
Pai, blessed the noon 
time meal on Saturday. 

The U.N.I.T.Y. youth 
group of the Nation and 
the Camp Verde Indian 
Club served the noon 
time meals to elders 
who were encour- 
aged to stay in their 
seats. Two day before, 
on Thursday, council 
member Billy Garner 
and Jordan Lewis, YAN 
cultural specialist had 
prepared the 
smoked beef and 
pork for Indian 
Day in a pit roast 
behind the cul- 
ture center. 

Community 
members and 
visitors to the 
Indian Day 
event were 
given compli- 
mentary t-shirts 
emblazed with 
the Nation's logo 
and bumper stickers 
with the Nation's logo 
and 'Yavapai-Apache 
Nation' imprinted on 
them. 

Earlier in the week, 
Mingus High School, 
the Clarkdale-Jerome 
Elementary School, the 
Camp Verde Middle 
School, the America 
Heritage Academy 
School in Camp Verde 
and Camp Verde High 
School had the opportu- 
nity to see and hear the 
Nation’s youth culture 
group performers. Miss 
Yavapai-Apache Nation, 
Marley Juan greeted the 
students at each loca- 
tion and introduced the 
group. 

Ron Juan, father 
of Ms. Juan and Troy 
Kaska, performed tradi- 
tional Bird Dance songs 
while keeping cadence 
with their gourds for the 


youth group. 

At each of the 
schools, the student 
body was respectful and 
often gave praises with 
shouts of encourage- 
ment to the students on 
stage 

Beginning Monday, 
September 19, vari- 
ous activities were held 
throughout the Yavapai- 
Apache Nation with a 
community cook-out 
and a mini-carnival at 
the Clarkdale commu- 
nity at the Learning 
Center. The planning 
committee for Indian 
Week under the direc- 
tion of Yolanda Trujillo, 
who is the program 
coordinator for the 
Agriculture Resource 
Department (ARD), 
provided an evening 
packed with fun activi- 
ties for the community 
of Clarkdale. The ARD 
offered a real S'Mores 
cook-out replete with 
all the ingredients of 
marshmallows, choco- 
late syrup and graham 
crackers for the chil- 
dren. Lisa Sandoval, 
Higher Education 
Coordinator, whose 
office is also located at 
the Clarkdale Learning 
Center, coordinated 
face painting for the 
children who waited in 
line to decorate their 
faces. The Recreation 
Department cooked the 
evening meal with tasty 
burgers and hot dogs. 
Not to be outdone, the 
YAN Police Department 
was in full force whip- 
ping out cotton candy 
while Camp Verde High 
School student group 
kept their popcorn 
machine busy by hand- 
ing out popcorn. 

Clarkdale residents 
also participated in raf- 
fle drawings as eager 
ticket holders held out 
for the great prizes 
offered by the planning 
committee. 

On Tuesday night, a 
talent night was held at 


the Middle Verde gym- 
nasium as youngsters 
from the communi- 
ty offered their talents 
singing songs and offer- 
ing traditional talent 
as well. Drake Smith, 
senior high school stu- 
dent at Camp Verde 
High School emceed 
the evening as he 
introduced the talent 
on stage and he also 
walked around eliciting 
answers about a ques- 
tion, 'What does Native 
American week mean to 
you?! 

Awards were offered 
to all of the talented 
children who came on 
stage. Mr. Smith also 
encouraged members 
from the audience to 
step up to the stage to 
share their talent. The 
surprise talent of the 
evening was a special 
appearance by 'Sonny 
and Cher’ as imperson- 
ated by Kevin Shives, 
from the computer 
technology department 
and Darlene Rubio, Vice 


Chairwoman who both 
made a grand entrance 
to the surprise of the 
audience who didn't 
expect such a visit. 
‘Sonny and Cher' sang 
their top hit, 'I got you 
babe' as a spoof talent 
which got the audi- 
ence in a festive mood. 
‘Sonny and Cher’ were 
dressed in their stan- 
dard garb of sunglass- 
es, a scarf and beads 
for 'Cher' and a short- 
brimmed hat for ‘Sonny! 

On Wednesday night, 
an interactive com- 
munity craft night was 
offered to the communi- 
ty as families sat togeth- 
er at tables working on 
various crafts projects 
they could take home. 
An evening meal con- 
sisting of sandwiches 
and soup was offered to 
the community. 

All of the week's 
nightly activity was well 
attended. 



Jane Winiecki, tribal council elect at the time, joins 
Evelyn Turner at Clarkdale commmunity event. 



Lisa Sandoval of Clarkdale 

offers face painting for children 


Organizations recognized by Indian Day committee 


BY DON DECKER, 

YAN News 

The 2016 September 
24 Indian Day 
Parade winners were 
announced by com- 
mittee representatives 
Yolanda Trujillo and 
Arlan Carlton. 

ISt Place Dept. 
Float went to the fol- 
lowing floats: Domestic 
Violence, DayCare, 
Wildland Fire, Miss 
Teenage, Community 
Float with Marquez fam- 
ily, and newly elected 
Jane Russell Winiecki. 

Courtney Scott, 
Manager of Oovah 
Smoke Shop, sponsor of 
the category, awarded 
gift certificates for pizza 
at Crusty's in Camp 
Verde. 

Scott shared a short 
comment about partici- 
pation and the effort put 
forth. 

1st Place 
Community Dance 
Group: 

Yavapai-Apache 
Nation Little Warriors 
dance group that had 
performing all week 
long in various schools 
throughout the Verde 
Valley and then march- 


ing in the Saturday 
parade were honored 
with a gift certificate 
for pizza at Crusty's in 
Camp Verde. 

This award of a gift 
certificate to Crusty's 
given to Delmondo 
Cepress, singer for the 
group and Arianna 
Lopez, dance group rep- 
resentative, was spon- 
sored by the Jackson 
family and a person- 
al gift card to WalMart 
from the Indian Day 
committee. 

1st Place 
Commercial Float: 

Camp Verde Coyotes 
football team 

Prize award of a 
$25 Gift Certificate to 
StarBucks sponsored by 
KD Marquez and a $50 
certificate to WalMart 
from the Indian Day 
committee. 

Dance Group award: 
Traditional Apache 
singer Delmondo 
Cepress and student 
Arianna Lopez of Camp 
Verde Middle School 
accepted their prize 
from committee mem- 
ber Yolanda Trujillo. 




Delmondo Cepress, JOM tutor accepts award prize Gourd singers sing as they walk in the parade, 
from Yolanda Trujillo of the Indian Week committee. 



Day Care honors the parade theme 



City football team Coyotes which has many tribal 
members on the team show their unity and spirt 







Greetings 
from the 
Chairwoman 
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An unbelievable story that really happened 



YAN group finally relaxing at Cannonball on a Satur- 


BY DON DECKER, 

YAN News 

It all began on 
October 28 when Riley 
Ortega, 15, Hopi youth 
runner from Prescott 
Valley led a group of 
runners from the cam- 
pus of Northern Arizona 
University in Flagstaff 
to Cannonball, North 
Dakota a distance of 
1200 miles to honor 
those who are still 
demonstrating against 
the pipeline construc- 
tion in North Dakota 


about 20 miles south of 
Bismarck, North Dakota. 

The first two days, 
parents of runner Riley, 
Erin and Lori Ortega, 
who both work for the 
Nation as a social work- 
er and police officer, 
lent a hand with logis- 
tics and sometimes run- 
ning along the highways 
with the runners which 
included Bert Trujillo, 
Taloa Hood, Mikayla 
Mix, KD Marquez, 
Steven Poolheco, cous- 


in to Riley. The Ogallala 
group from Pine Ridge, 
South Dakota caught 
up the main runners 
in Crescent Junction, 
Colorado the third day. 

“The Ogallalas were 
the most influential of 
the group and we felt 
safe around them,” said 
Ortega. 

After arriving in 
Tuba City the night of 
October 28, the run con- 
tinued to Kayenta east- 
ward through north- 
ern Arizona across 


Navajoland and into 
Utah across western 
Colorado upward into 
Wyoming then east into 
South Dakota and finally 
into North Dakota. 

Along the way they 
were joined by Zunis, 
Hopi, Ogallala Sioux 
from Pine Ridge, Navajo, 
Shoshone, Arapahoe, 
Cheyenne River Lakota, 
Standing Rock Lakota, 
Sac & Fox and a nation- 
al group of Indian 
teen runners called 


the Wings of America. 
The Sax & Fox run- 
ners and the Standing 
Rock Lakota came to 
Flagstaff and ran with 
the Nation's runners. 

On a Wednesday 5 
days into the run, they 
were interviewed by 
local Channel 2 ABC-TV 
in Casper, Wyoming. 

The cross-country run 
also generated interest 
elsewhere as two run- 
ners from Maine and 
another person from 
Seattle flew in to join the 
group in Wyoming. 

“People came out of 
the wood work,” said 
Mrs. Erin Ortega as the 
Shoshone of north- 
eastern Wyoming and 
the Araphaoes of cen- 
tral Wyoming took 


on the main stretch of 
Wyoming eastward. 

Two groups repre- 
sented by the Yavapai- 
Apache Nation coordi- 
nated this run. The core 
runners were support- 
ed by Apphia Shirley of 
Yavapai-Apache Nation 
who drove one of the 
RVs and maintained 
communication with 
other groups joining and 
leaving the run along 
the way. 

Mrs. Ortega had 
returned to Verde 
Valley temporarily after 
Wyoming to rent anoth- 
er RV vehicle to pick 
up the support group 


to assist with picking 
up some donated sup- 
plies from the commu- 
nity of Kayenta which 
was delivered to the 
Sacred Rock camp on 
November 5, Saturday. 

While the runners 
arrived into Sturgis, 
South Dakota, the 
second group with 
Mrs. Ortega and and 
Cora-Lei Marquez 
and Majorie Campos, 
employees of the Nation 
went on to Eagle Butte, 
South Dakota where 
they prepared food for 
the runners arriving that 
Friday night, November 
4. 

Under the good grac- 
es of the local Veteran’s 
Center in Eagle Butte, 
the support group set 


up cooking that evening 
on Friday night. Mrs. 
Ortega said that this crit- 
ical stop gave the run- 
ners an opportunity to 
take showers and eat a 
full meal after almost 
one week of running. 

Video posts from the 
Eagle Butte reception 
that night at 11:30 shows 
hundreds of people 
along the main street of 
Eagle Butte as vehicles 
tooted their horns and 
local people joined in. 

This reception 
also brought in the 
Cheyenne River com- 
munity official with the 
tribe, Jay Clown and 


day afternoon. 

female royalties who 
welcomed the runners 
at the Veteran’s Center 
according to Mrs. Erin 
Ortega. Sadly, Mr. 
Clown had just lost a 
son a few days before 
but he made it a point 
to welcome the runners 
that evening. “It was a 
huge reception and Mr. 
Clown said, ‘This is for 
you',” said Mrs. Ortega 
about Eagle Butte's 
greetings of the Hopi/ 
Yavapai-Apache Nation 
runners and support 
group. 

There was plenty of 
food for the runners that 
night in Eagle Butte but 
the community brought 
more food according to 
Mrs. Erin Ortega. 

This Long Run to 
North Dakota was 
not without incident. 
In Wright, Wyoming 


during the end of the 
day when they stopped 
for a prayer, police 
arrived near a conve- 
nience mart and stat- 
ed that there had been 
reports of a "distur- 
bance” Mrs. Erin Ortega 
stated that there was 
no disturbance and the 
group was outside of 
the store's parking lot. 
“We weren't causing 
any problems,” said Mrs. 
Erin Ortega. 

If that wasn't enough, 
another Indian fam- 
ily from northeastern 
Arizona not associated 
with the run was pulled 
over for speeding 5 
miles over the posted 
speed limit in Wright. 
Four Wyoming state 
troopers with K-9 dogs 
arrived at the scene 


SEE RUNNERS PAGE 3 



Rily Ortega carrying in his Hopi Nation flag 



J ones Benally, traditional medicine man starts in Flag- 
staff with the runners. Photo by Cora-Lei Marquez 



A morning get together somewhere in Wyoming 



Elders tour the Grand Canyon 


BY DON DECKER, 

YAN News 

Spending a day walk- 
ing along the edge of 
Grand Canyon and 
meeting up with other 
Nation's members pro- 
vided a perfect back- 
drop for a mini-vacation 
for the 101 members of 
the Nation on Friday, 
October 28. 

And thanks to the 
Nation's Senior program 
under the direction of 
Evelyn Turner and her 
staff, the Grand Canyon 
trip was well-organized 
and enjoyed by every- 


one. 

Two buses trans- 
ported members 
from Middle Verde to 
Williams where passen- 
gers boarded the Grand 
Canyon Railway train for 
a 2-hour ride to Grand 
Canyon Village, a dis- 
tance of 65 miles along 
the cedar patched coun- 
tryside and finally, the 
tall pine forests. 

Along the way (and 
back) each rail car 
had entertainers who 
strummed their guitars 
and banjos and told 
outrageous unbeliev- 
able stories that left the 


elders laughing all the 
way and back. 

With only 65 miles 
to Grand Canyon from 
Williams, the passen- 
ger train reached top 
speeds of 35 miles per 
hour in some places. 
After arriving in Grand 
Canyon, the passengers 
were met by tour buses 
which made their way 
to the nearest cafeteria 
where the elders were 
feted and then off to the 
scenic sites of Grand 
Canyon. 

With very informative 


SEE ELDERS PAGE 3 



Elders prepare for their railroad journey to Grand Canyon village 
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OPINION / COMMUNITY 

Greetings from the Office of the Chairwoman Jane Russell-Winiecki 


This message is being writ- 
ten on the day we have elect- 
ed a new President of the 
United States. May we "focus 
on our optimism toward the 
future and how we can use 
our individual power to col- 
lectively foster a positive 
change" in our country- (Dr. 
Mercola. 

In regards to our prog- 
ress.... 

01. On November 18th, 
a Holiday bonus will be dis- 
tributed from 7 A.M.-6 P.M. 
The bonus amount is $1100. 
Those checks not picked up 
will be mailed out the follow- 



Jane Russell-Winiecki, Tribal 
Chairwoman 


ing business day. Please noti- 
fy Enrollment of any address 
change (928-649-6943). 

02. A community meet- 
ing was held in Clarkdale on 
October 29th. Our next meet- 
ing will be held in Phoenix 
on December 18th. All tribal 
members are invited to attend 
any and /or all of these meet- 
ings. 

03. Budgets for 21017 are 
currently being reviewed. 
There will be a Year-End 
Report sent out after the first 
of the year and it will include 
the budget and reports of our 
progress in departments and 


current projects. 

04. A Directory of Services 
is currently being put togeth- 
er. It will include all depart- 
ments, their contact infor- 
mation, telephone numbers 
and a description of services 
offered. This Directory will go 
out to all members of YAN. 
Please notify Enrollment of 
any address changes you've 
made (928-649-6943) 

05. Cliff Castle Casino 
Hotel is on target for an early 
April Grand Opening. We 
are working on a soft open- 
ing of the bottom floor for our 
traditional New Year's Eve 


Celebration on December 
31st. 

06. Twenty-five of the 
new low-income homes in 
Tunlii are currently occu- 
pied with more remaining to 
be filled. Applications must 
be renewed yearly and ques- 
tions can be answered at the 
Housing Authority Office 
(928-567-4191). 

07. The Chair and Vice- 
Chair salary for the 2017 bud- 
get will be set at $60,000. 

Please continue to check 
our new website for updated 
news and Best Wishes for a 
wonderful Thanksgiving! 


Recreation department sponsors a Halloween party at the Nation's ball field on October 27 


BY DON DECKER, 

YAN News 

This annual event 
drew many goblins to 
the ball field where a 
loud stereo systems 
blared out scary music 
as zombies and fictional 
characters from story- 
books showed up. There 
were different games 
made available that 
night almost assuring 
a prize for every effort 
put forth including the 
traditional fish pond 
requiring only a fishing 
rod with a close pin on 
the end. The ultimate 
prize being pieces of tra- 
ditional candy that was 


sure to make the den- 
tists very happy. 

In addition, a bar-b-q 
with all the necessary 
ingredients was offered: 
hot dogs and soft drinks 
in the nearby ramada 
next to the ball field. 

The recreation 
department left most to 
the imagination, espe- 
cially the scary spook 
house in the gym a mile 
away that saw many 
young children running 
out screaming. 

Visitors to the spook 
house were picked up at 
the ball field where the 
Halloween event was 
being held and were 
transported a mile away 



Day Care Center staff members. 



Calvin Williams of Camp Verde looked very convinc- 
ing with the knife stuck through his head, 

next to the tribal admin- Getting on the hayride 
istration building were while a tractor pulled 
the recreation team set the trailer slowly down 
up the spook house, a darkened road intensi- 



Fall festival gets some face painting with Desiree’ 
Huey (L) putting the final touch on a student form the 
Nation's Montessori School 



Bianca McGrady (mom-center) and Hannah (L) and 
Tomasa get ready to scare the little kids at the par- 
ty-The true Zombies 


fied the experience. 

The Halloween party 
was very successful as it 
continued late into the 


evening even though 
school awaited most 
kids the next day. 



Mina Eppinger, recreation coordinator, directs a game 
for the children for Fall Festival at the Nation's farm. 


Happy birthday Ira 
(November 11) 

Wishing you all the best and 
proud of you and your accom- 
plishments. I miss you . We all 
do. We know you're just a few 
states away and will see you soon. 
Love, you brother. Love you lots. 
Everyone says "hello” for MVR !!! 
Your sister, Nadine. 


And here is "Birthday Wishes” 
to all our special girls: Amber 
Dansdill on November 1st, Sugar 
Wathogoma on November 15th, 
Rebecca Sellers on November 
18th and Leah Kinsey on 
November 20th. . We love you all 
and hope your birthdays are as 
wonderful as you. Thank you for 
being in our lives.” With our love, 
Grandma and Papa 

Thanks for the Halloween 
scare !! 

We didn’t make it but living 
on the hill listening to the kids 
and spooky music and those 
going through the Haunted 
House at Rec the Community 
was DEFINITELY!! IN SPOOK 
MODE... 

GREAT JOB! Recreation and all 
those that helped to make this a 
total success... 

From the Ernestine Smith fam- 

Uy ******* 


...My handsome Josiah, you are 
getting so big now. Awh, I wish 
you the happiest of birthday's this 
year. You are a blessing to this 
world and our family and espe- 
cially for your Nana (me). Miss 


Birthday greetings and Thank yous!! 


you and I LUV U dearly. 

Grandmother (Nadine 
Honwytewa) 

Nice going daughter !! 

Big high five to Leah Kinsey 
who led the Cottonwood Lobos 
1st basketball game with 11 
points for a win 28 to 18; and the 
win for 2nd game with 14 points 
24 to 14!! 

Happy Birthday 14th Birthday 
November 20th!! Keep up the 
good work on and off the court; 
continue to make us proud!! 

Love Always, 


Dad, Mom, Mae and Son #31 
#lobos #kinsey 



Leah Kinsey b-ball 


Special thanks for pow- 
wow helpers on Veteran's Day 
November 11. 

By Majorie Campos, Public 
Relations, Assistant Coordinator 


November 24th 

Happy birthday shout out to my sister Georgia 
Morrow 

I wish you a wonderful birthday 
Hope you celebrate Vegas style 
Cheers! 

Love, Lucinda 


I want to thank the follow- 
ing for helping out during the 
Veteran's Pow-Wow: 

Mikayla Mix and Arianna 
Campos for photographs 

Zayna Turner for cooking the 
great noon time meal 

Mariah Turner for assisting 
Zayna 

Helen Shaw for assisting the 
cooks 

Cora-Lei for assembling the 
gifts for the veterans 

and U.N.I.T.Y. members for 
picking up the trash and serving 
food to the elders and visitors. 

And finally, Shaquille 
Wathogoma for fixing the PA sys- 
tem for the pow-wow and coming 
to the pow-wow during your day 
off from work!! 

(and to Marjorie Campos for 
planning this event and figur- 
ing out the gifts for the Veterans, 
organizing the helpers to do their 
part and handling all of the cash 
that was handed out to the win- 
ners of the contest!! 

Thank you Marjorie!! Your 
co-worker, Don Decker, Public 
Relations Dept.)... 


November 6th 

Happy birthday shout out to my son Dre 

Please know that I will be thinking of you and 
wishing you a day of happiness and good cheer! 

Love and miss you, 

Mom 

Aliyah- 

Happy Birthday! Big ten year old. 

From: Mom (Rhonda) sister, Brooklyn, broth- 
er- Cody. 

I just want to say you are the greatest help in the 
world to me that we are going through some rough 
times right now, that you are always on my side 
helping me through this. I remember when you 
came in the world you were just a little tiny, little 
baby premature just weighing only 3 pounds. And 
now you are here all grown up turning into a beauti- 
ful little girl. 

You are awesome in school and awesome sweet 
girl may the Lord bless you and keep you always in 
his care. Happy Birthday Aliyah from your Dad that 
he wanted to let you know he loves you and misses 
you very much. 

Love, Dad, Jason Engle. 

*Happy Thanksgiving !! 


Aliyah, 

Happy Birthday 
Baby Girl. From Dad. 
Want to wish you a 
Happy Birthday. I 
love you and miss you 
very much. 

Love Dad, 

Jason Engle. 
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Yavapai-Apache Nation youth share cultures at Montezuma Castle 


By Don Decker, YAN and 
contribution by Thomas 
Tracey, Verde Valley News 

The Nation's Yavapai- 
Apache culture depart- 
ment visited with tour- 
ists at the Montezuma 
Castle on Saturday, 
November 5. 

This was an oppor- 
tunity to share with 
the public the special 
songs and dances of 


the Yavapai and Apache 
people of the Nation. 
Troy Kaska, traditional 
Yavapai, led the youth in 
singing traditional Bird 
Dance songs as the girls 
danced to the rhythm of 
the songs and gourds. 

Delmundo Cepress, 
traditional Apache sing- 
er from Middle Verde, 
Ethan Lewis-Beauty 
and brother, Joshua 
Beauty, singers shared 



YAN culture group pose in front of Montezuma Castle 



Donna Nightpipe, traditional basketweaver explains 
the process of basketweaving 



Visitors to Montezuma Castle enjoy the presentation 


with the audience the 
songs and drumbeat 
of Apache music as the 
voices echoed off of the 
canyon walls. “A lot 
of our dances our kids 
aren't suppose to do-the 
medicine men people 
taught me and it took a 
long time to learn these 
songs (which) are beau- 
tiful if you understand 
it,” said Cepress. “The 


drum is our heartbeat, 
our body, the skin (on 
top of the drums) is our 
skin, the stick (drum- 
stick) is our bones and 
the boom that you hear 
from the drum is our 
heartbeat” 

Donna Nightpipe, 
Yavapai-Apache basket 
weaver also demon- 
strated her art of basket 
making in front of tour- 



Nightpipe flat basket technique is one-of-a-kind. 


RUNNERS 

From page 1 


that involved interrogation and 
searches. The runners felt that 
the family stopped were being 
harassed by the authorities. In 
another incident, an unopened 
beer can was thrown from a pass- 
ing vehicle at the support vehicle 
that dented the RV’s hood. 

However, the day before, 
in Gillette, Wyoming, the local 
manager of Wendy's treated all 
50 runners to a ‘frosty,’ said Mrs. 
Ortega. Interestingly, the manag- 
er of that Wendy’s also manag- 
es the stores in Camp Verde and 
Prescott Valley. 

Upon their arrival in 
Cannonball, North Dakota on 
November 5, Saturday noon after 
spending a night at Ft.Yates 25 
miles south of Cannonball, they 
were received at the Sacred Stone 
camp. 

"They were all lined up on 
the side of the road and peo- 
ple were cheering and clapping 
and it was powerful,” said Mrs. 


Ortega as they marched carrying 
the Hopi Nation flag followed by 
other runners and their nation’s 
flags and our Nation's runners 
and support team carrying the 
Yavapai-Apache Nation flag. 

Young Ortega was honored 
with a blanket and was given 
a Lakota name translated as 
"Running Swift” according to 
Mrs. Ortega. Riley's mother, Lori 
was also in attendance as well. 

There were a few hundred peo- 
ple circled that day as horse rid- 
ers 

from other Nations came into 
the circle to be honored along 
with the Nation's runners as 
shown by a skycam video from 
the site. 

Mrs. Erin Ortega said that the 
local people at the gathering stat- 
ed they had never seen so many 
pipe carriers in one place at the 
same time in the history of the 
Lakota people. 

Mrs. Ortega said that after their 
arrival at the sacred grounds, the 
runners and their guides were 
invited to various camps for 
meals and meeting various tribal 


and traditional leaders. 

That Saturday night one could 
see the construction lights and 
the machinery operating in the 
nearby hills according to Mrs. 
Ortega. 

However, people at the Sacred 
Stone site did not allow any of 
the Nation's runners or chaper- 
ones near the site nor were the 
Nation's contingent interested in 
approaching the demonstration 
site. 

After arriving November 5th, 
Saturday noon, the very next 
morning, the runners left at 5 
a.m. Sunday morning to return 
back to Arizona retracing their 
earlier footsteps. Riley Ortega 
and others in the group had 
already missed a week of school 
so the time had arrived for their 
departure from the Sacred Stone 
camp. 

“It was bringing about an 
awareness and we felt that we did 
it,” concluded Mrs. Erin Ortega. 



The girls from the Nation take time for a photo at 
Montezuma Castle 


ists who watched close- 
ly as Nightpipe, who is 
considered master bas- 
ketweaver in Yavapai 
and Apache country, 
talked about the special 
plants that are used in 
basket making. 

Interestingly, 
Nightpipe sold a basket 
during this event. 

Reba Franco, Yavapai 
culture specialist assist- 


of the parents came 
along to support their 
children and grandchil- 
dren. 

Visiting children also 
had the opportunity to 
make a beaded neck 
pouch to take home as 
Yavapai-Apache girls led 
by Jynae Medina-Miss 



Reba Franco, Yavapai culture specialist and Troy 
Kaska work closely with the Nation's youth. 

Photos by YAN News 


ed with the event and 
directed the girl’s Bird 
Dance. "I’m so happy 
for our kids learning our 
old ways, our ancient 
ways. We still have our 
language and thank- 
ful that we are survi- 
vors-some people think 
we are not here but we 
are here,” said Franco to 
the audience listening. 

Pam Jackson who 
works with arts and 
crafts at the culture cen- 
ter also demonstrated 
beadwork on a loom in 
front of onlookers. Some 


YAN Princess showed 
the children how to 
make the arts and crafts 
pouches. 

This event was spon- 
sored by the National 
Park Service to honor 
Native American 
Heritage Week held this 
time of the year. 

There is no admis- 
sion fees for Nation’s 
members visiting 
Montezuma Castle. 


ELDERS 

From page 1 


bus drivers, the various 
vistas were described in 
detail as the bus drivers 
provided their special 
brand of humor prob- 
ably shared with other 
world travelers who take 
the bus tours. 

These stops also pro- 
vided moments of med- 
itation and photo-ops 
for the elders. 

It was also a time for 
conversation and meet- 
ing members who live 
in far off places from the 
Nation. 

Grand Canyon Village 
is a very historic site, 
first, it being the ancient 
meeting places of 
Indians who lived in the 
area long ago and as a 
tourist mecca beginning 
in the early 1900s. 

The “modern” history 
of non-Indians begins 
at the turn of the cen- 
tury when the Atkinson 
Railroad and the Santa 


Fe railway made inroads 
into the village where 
one of America’s leading 
architect Mary Colter 
began designing the log 
cabin types of structures 
along with the stone 
buildings which housed 
the Grand Canyon 
Power Company that 
provided electricity for 
the village in the early 
1900s. 

Colter's designs 
brought the Bright 
Angel Lodge, the El 
Tovar, a famous land- 
mark historical hotel 
which has 78 rooms 
and a gift shop and an 
elegant dining room for 
guests, and the Hopi 
House also designed 
by Colter, which incor- 
porated the traditional 
Hopi rock house. 

After leaving the 
Grand Canyon area at 
3:30 by train, the 2-hour 
ride back to Williams 
brought more enter- 
tainment on the rail cars 
by hosts on each of the 
cars. 


By early evening 
around 7 p.m. it was 
time to return to the 
Nation with one last 
offering of snacks for the 
elders as they departed 
back to the Verde Valley. 

This memorable tour 
of Grand Canyon will 
forever remain in the 
minds of the Nation's 
elders who participated 
in this tour. 

Special acknowl- 
edgment goes to the 
Senior Program of the 
Nation under the direc- 
tion of Evelyn Turner, 
Program Coordinator, 
who planned this trip 
with the assistance of 
Bernadette Williams, 
Alexia Eswonia, Victoria 
Reyes, Manisha Grey 
and from the Senior 
Luncheon Program 
Charles Green, Angie 
Hazelwood and Carol 
Carillo with special 
additional assistance 
the day of the trip by 
Hershel Walker, son of 
Thomasine Cordova. 



Elder Elizabeth Rocha and daughter- Charles Green of the Senior Lunch pro- 
in-law Linda Rocha gram takes a break on the edge. 



Russell famiy enjoy the time together boarding. 
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Outstanding achievement recognized 


By Nina Sanchez, WIOA 
program manager for 

Yavapai-Apache Nation. 

The 17th Annual 
Nineteen Tribal Nations 
Workforce Development 
Board (NTNWDB) 
Conference will be 
December 6-8, 2016 at 
the Prescott Resort and 
Conference Center. 
The Nineteen Tribal 
Nations implies there 
are Nineteen Tribal 
Nations in the State of 
Arizona. Only fourteen 
of the Tribes are actual- 
ly involved. Conference 
attendees include WIOA 
Program Directors 
and staff, NTNWDB 
members, fiscal staff, 
staff from other Local 
Workforce Development 
Areas (both in and out 
of state), other trib- 
al representatives, and 
state workforce staff. 
This will be my third 
time attending this con- 
ference and my first year 
attending as the WIOA 
Program Manager and 
as a Board member. 

On October 2nd, 


NTN Director, Ron 
Trusley sent out an 
email soliciting nomina- 
tions for “Outstanding 
Youth Participant” and 
“Outstanding Adult 
Participant." Program 
Director's (tribal enti- 
ty) may nominate only 
one person per catego- 
ry and only one Youth 
and one Adult recipi- 
ent is chosen from the 
Nineteen Tribal Nations 
Consortium (NTN). 

After receiving the 
email, I immediately 
thought of Arlin Carlton 
and his many accom- 
plishments and barri- 
ers he overcame while 
enrolled in the WIOA 
Program. Writing the 
nomination letter for 
Arlin was easy. He has 
always been one of my 
best participant's and 
has worked very hard 
to get to where he is at 
today. 

On October 7th, we 
mailed out Arlin 's nom- 
ination letter along 
with all his Certificate 
of Completions he had 


received during his time 
enrolled in the WIOA 
Program. The confer- 
ence committee reviews 
all nominations and 
selects one recipient 
per category. Recipients 
will be invited to the 
conference to receive 
their “Outstanding 
Participant” plaque 
award during the lun- 
cheon on Wednesday, 
December 7th. The 
recipients are encour- 
aged to attend the entire 
conference, if possi- 
ble. Appropriate hotel 
accommodations would 
be provided, and the 
recipients would not 
pay the registration fee. 

When I received 
the phone call from 
the NTN Director, Ron 
Trusley informing me 
the “Outstanding Adult 
Participant" nomina- 
tion I had sent in for 
Arlin was selected, I 
was overjoyed. I was 
very happy for him and 
couldn't wait to tell him 
the great news. It took 
me a while to soak it 


all in. I was feeling all 
kinds of emotions. I was 
feeling happy, excited, 
relieved, accomplished 
etc. When Arlin first 
came to the Program, 
I had not been in my 
position a full year. I 
was still learning new 
things every day, but I 
just tried to do the best 
I could to assist Arlin 
and provide him with 
resources to achieve his 
goals he had set for him- 
self. 

In all of the 17 years 
this conference has 
taken place, Arlin will be 
the first recipient from 
the Yavapai-Apache 
Nation to receive the 
award for “Outstanding 
Adult Participant.” 
When I delivered 
the news to Arlin, he 
couldn’t believe it at 
first and once the news 
settled in Arlin was 
thrilled. The look on 
his face said it all. Arlin 
has decided to attend 
the entire conference. 
Some of the workshops 
that will be offered are 


Live Life Powerfully, 
Drug Awareness, 
Recognition and 
Prevention, Building 
Healthy Families and 
Safer Communities, 
Ethics and 
Boundaries 
in the 
Workplace 
and other 
meaningful 
workshops. 

This 
a c c o m - 
plishment 
was big 
news for 
Arlin and 
me both. 

I am new 
to man- 
agement 
and as 
the WIOA 
Program 
Manager 
it gave that 
boost of 
confidence 
I needed to 
deliver an 
effective 
Program. 

This is the 


direction I would like 
to continue with all our 
WIOA adult and youth 
participants because 
their success is our suc- 
cess. 



Arlin Carlton receives outstanding 
award. 


Nation's member, Reyes 


Yavapai-Apache Nation members enjoys cross-country 


Herrera, senior at Camp 
Verde High School gets high 
praise for 4 years of football 


BY DON DECKER, 

YAN News 

During a special 
senior night for foot- 
ball in October, Reyes 
Herrera of Yavapai- 
Apache Nation was 
honored by the sports 
program at the high 
school for being "the 
hardest hitter” said his 
grandmother Leona 
Wathogoma of Middle 
Verde. 

Herrera's moth- 
er is Jessica Herrera 
of Middle Verde who 
also had another son, 
Thomas Herrera who 


graduated last year 
played for Camp Verde 
High School football as 
well. 

"It was (Reyes’) 
his last year in var- 
sity football after 4 
years. He made All- 
Sections Second Team 
and he was their main 
lineman,” said Ms. 
Wathogoma. 

The best part about 
Herrera's honors is that 
he is already getting 
offers from different col- 
leges to play football. 



Reyes Herrera celebrates the honors with former and 
current classmates at Camp Verde High School. 



Yavapai-Apache Nation royalty Miss Little Princess 
J ynae Medina (L) with Miss YAN Marleyjuan in San 
Carlos on November 12 Veteran's Day Parade. 


BY DON DECKER, 

YAN News 

Laurie Stevens from the Nation 
tries to make most cross-coun- 
try runs in the region. Last year, 
she and council woman Rachel 
Hood ran the Grand Teton run in 
Wyoming. 

On October 15, Stevens ran in 
the Lake Powell Half Marathon, 
a popular run in the southwest 
for the serious runners. Natascha 
Wathogoma, daughter of Albert 
Wathogoma of Middle Verde runs 
with Stevens. “We became run- 
ning buddies after she told me 
I’ve inspired her to run. She is a 
great runner and I was glad to 
prepare her for her first half mar- 
athon,” said Stevens. 


For the Lake Powell run, 
Stevens (48) posted a 2:26 with 
11:10 minutes per mile while 
Wathogoma (27) posted a 2:28 
with a 11:19 per mile. The Lake 
Powell event was the first mara- 
thon for Wathogoma. 

This past September they also 
ran the classic Louis Tewanima 
Footrace in Shungapovi-Second 
Mesa, Arizona. Tewanima ran 
the Sweden World Olympics in 
the early part of the 1900s and 
placed in the run. 

The Tewanima run is a gruel- 
ing run that starts from the top 
of the village and descends down 
the mesa and then flattens out 
for about a mile and then the run 
returns to the mesa and ascends 
up the face of the mesa among 
the large massive rocks along the 


cliff of the mesa. Only the best of 
the runners continue running up 
this steep incline. 

“I am very proud of Natascha 
and myself,” said Stevens. 



Laurie Stevens (L) and Natascha 
Wathogoma 


YAN employees take time out for a noontime Halloween party 


BY DON DECKER, 

YAN News 

After the director's 
meeting on October 
31 with Chairwoman 
Winiecki and Vice 
Chairman Jackson, Sr., 
employees had a short 


get together with a 
noon luncheon and to 
see who had the nerve 
to put on a costume for 
Halloween. 

This annual event for 
employees was planned 
around lunch hour 
and gave employees to 


share a moment in time 
together. 

Employees remained 
glued to their tickets as 
party planners Joy Shaw 
and Margie Campos 
read out the winning 
raffles numbers for 
unique gifts that were 


wrapped in containers 
covered with colorful 
cellophane wrappers. 

The ultimate prize 
were the Harkins 
Theater tickets. 



Alice Green of the HR department takes a good look 
at fellow employee Cheryl Baca who came completely 
disguised and unrecognizable. 



Sisters Joy Shaw (L) and Margie Campos made all 
the arrangements for the food, the special raffle items 
Halloween's 'best costume' award for employees. 



Nancy Ruiz who works for the EPA department really 
took the time to get into the spirit of Halloween. 



Day Care Center children drop by for some treats at 
the administration center. 
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Jynae Medina collected 1,461 books for the new Camp Verde library 


By Don Decker, 

YAN News 

Miss Little Princess of 
Yavapai-Apache Nation, 
Jynae Medina, 11, a 
6th grader at the Camp 
Verde Middle School, 
means business when 
she dedicates herself to 
a personal goal of col- 
lecting books for the 
new library in Camp 
Verde. 

On November 6, 
a grand opening of 
the new library was 
held and Ms. Medina 
and grand mother 
Mrs. Suzette Dawdy of 
Middle Verde brought 
all of the books that 
Ms. Medina collect- 
ed at various locations 
throughout Camp 
Verde. 

Her biggest collec- 
tion point was at Ernie's 
Smoke at the downtown 
Camp Verde location. A 
few weeks before, Ms. 
Medina had constructed 
colorful spray -painted 
cardboard paper boxes 
with hand written signs 
on top which directed 
people to place their 
books in the collection 


boxes. 

“Her goal 
was to get 
200 books,” 
said grand- 
mother Mrs. 

Dawdy who 
appeared 
shocked by 
the over- 
whelming 
response of 
book dona- 
tions. 

M s . 
Medina 
spoke to 
the visitors 
who attend- 
ed the library’s grand 
opening. 

“ I did this book drive 
because as I would drive 
by the construction of 
the new library, I would 
think the library did not 
have enough books. I 
have collected 1,461 
books,” she exclaimed to 
the crowd. 

Her grandmother, 
Mrs. Dawdy said that 
all the books were col- 
lected and temporarily 
stored at the Nation's 
food bank and were 
packed in boxes and 
delivered to the library 


before the 
grand open- 
ing. 

M s . 
Medina is 
very person- 
able with 
people and 
knows the 
story line of 
books she 
reads. 

“Reading 
is one of 
my favor- 
ite hobbies. 
I'm in this 
book right 
now and it's called 
Heartbeat. So far, it's 
about this girl who loves 
to run without shoes. 
And her mom is preg- 
nant, her grand father 
is very forgetful and her 
friend is kind of mean 
but she is only friends 
with him because he is 
the only one that will 
run with her. So far, 
this book teaches me 
that there are no lim- 
its to your dreams. And 
to not stop believing in 
what you do," said Ms. 
Medina. 

And some more food 
for thought, her person- 


al philosophy shines 
through. 

“Every day is a new 
page in your book of life. 
Write your own story of 
life. Because you never 
know when that book is 
going to end. I will live 
my life to my fullest for 
sure. And I hope you 
do," Ms. Medina added. 

Grandmother Mrs. 
Dawdy said her grand- 
daughter wrote her own 
speech without any 
input from anyone. 

Ms. Medina is defi- 
nitely steeped in sym- 
bolism and she finds 
these in the books she 
reads. “Life is your 
book. Some chapters 
are happy, some are 
sad, some are excit- 
ing. But if you do not 
turn the page, you will 
not know what the next 
chapter holds. What I 
mean by that is to con- 
tinue life and conquer 
the moment. Do not let 
someone or something 
hold you back from 
what you want to do,” 
she finally said. 



English student, George Mann of Taunton- Somerset visits Yavapai-Apache Nation 


BY DON DECKER, 

YAN News 

After some careful 
planning by his grand- 
father Pete Morrall, 
formerly of England, 
now a resident of 
Prescott with his 
American wife, hosted 
their grandson, George 
Mann of England for a 
visit to America. 

One stop was at the 
Montezuma Castle on 
October 21st where 
young George and his 
mother and grandpar- 
ents took a stroll along 
the path writing down 
notes inside of a book- 
let familiarizing them- 
selves with the bushes 



LW and trees 

along 
way. 

And in 
just a few 
minutes, 
George 

and his 

f a m - 
ily were staring at the 
infamous Montezuma 
Castle. 

It was a great oppor- 
tunity for young George 
to learn about the pre- 
historic site of the 
ancient ones. After com- 
pleting his assignments 
inside of the book, 
George and his family 
stopped at the Nation's 
cultural center where 


they were greeted by the 
Yavapai and Apache cul- 
ture department direc- 
tors and their staff. 

Mr. Vincent Randall, 
the Apache culture 
director took special 
time to converse with 
George as Mr. Randall 
talked briefly about the 
Apache people. 

This was a real oppor- 
tunity for George to ask 
some questions about 
the native people in the 
area. 

Taunton-Somerset 
is due west of London 
about 4 hours time. 
Taunton is an old city 
dating back to the 10th 
century. Most nota- 


ble site is the St. James 
Church made out of red 
stone located in the city 
with its tall spire jetting 
out into the sky. This 
writer had the opportu- 
nity to visit this part of 
the country in 2013 for a 
period of 3 months with 
a stay in Southampton 
to the east where the 
Titanic made its final 
voyage into the depths 
of the sea. 

George Mann will 
long remember his visit 
with the Nation and a 
classic photograph of 
him standing in front 
of the Nation's cultural 
center will not be forgot- 
ten. 



YAN police department places 
new directional sign on 
entrance to Nation 


Troy Kaska dumps mesquite pods into the milling 
machine to turn the pods into a fine powder which will 
be used as extenders for pancakes, muffins and other 
assorted healthy foods in cooking. 


BY DON DECKER 
YAN News 

Cody Wantland, 
police officer for the 
Nation painted a new 
sign for the police 
department that is now 
bolted on to the rest of 
the signs showing the 
way to Middle Verde 
Rock Church and the 
Yavapai-Apache Nation. 

Officer Wantland is 
a new hire on and has 
been with the depart- 
ment for 4 months now. 
It took Officer Wantland 
just 2 days to stain the 
wood plank and place 
the stick-on letters sig- 
nifying the way to the 
Nation's police depart- 


ment. It can be seen 
clearly at night as well. 

“I'm getting ready 
to go to Artesia, New 
Mexico for the police 
academy for 22 weeks," 
he said in a self-assured 
way. That converts to 6 
months or half a year. 
When he graduates from 
the academy, he will be 
certified as police offi- 
cer for the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs and then 
will get certified by the 
State of Arizona when 
he returns from training. 

Originally from Camp 
Verde, he graduated 
from Camp Verde High 
School in 2010. 



Susan Will (with baseball cap) came from Cornville 
and Helen King (back right) just saw the announcement 
by accident and finally arrived at the workshop. 

Mesquite milling process 
keeps culture center busy 

BY DON DECKER, 

YAN News 

October 27 brought the annual mesquite milling 
activity to the community. 

Interestingly, milled mesquite pods and beans 
are milled and turned into fine powder which can 
be used in various recipes. 

Judie Piner, Preservation and Technology Center 
manager of YAN ( Turq top) arranged the milling 
and food cooking demonstrations inside of the cul- 
ture center. 

This year's workshop attracted many people from 
the surrounding areas. 



ai - Apache Police 


Cody Wantland YAN police offier stands.jpgto a sign 


he made and installed 


YAN children receive certificates 
of completion in language studies 




BY DON DECKER, 

YAN News 

On October 26 the 
culture departments 
acknowledged YAN 
children in completing 
their studies in their 
respective languages of 
Apache and Yavapai. 

Laurie Stevens, (YAN 
member) Title VII of 
the Camp Verde School 
District and the J.O.M. 
Program coordinator 
Cindy Eaton gathered 
the children after school 
for the past 6 weeks and 
made arrangements for 
them to attend the lan- 
guage classes. 

Language and culture 
instructors, Gertrude 
Smith for Yavapai and 
Vincent Randall for 


Apache attended this 
brief ceremony behind 
the culture center where 
Reba Franco, teacher, 
honored children who 
studied Yavapai cul- 
ture and language as 
Priscilla Lewis, Apache 
instructor, gave out the 
same certificates of 
completion to the chil- 
dren for Apache culture 
and language. 

The Yavapai children 
demonstrated their Bird 
Dancing skills while the 
boys sang gourd songs 
for the female dancers. 

Several parents from 
the community attend- 
ed as well. 




Information display set 
up in the tribal chambers 
on October 27 provided 
critical information 
about diabetes. 

BY DON DECKER, 

YAN News 

RN Sheena Twitchell of Phoenix Area IHS who 
visits Yavapai-Apache Nations 2 times per week, 
shares important medical information about dia- 
betes with Nadine Honwytewa of Middle Verde. 
The display was set under the auspices of the 
Nation's Diabetes Program coordinated by Robin 
Hazelwood. 



Nadine Honwytewa (L) get some helpful professional 
information from RN Sheena Twitchell of I.H.S. -Phoenix. 
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Nation's 1 st Annual Veteran's Pow- Wow brings many together 


BY DON DECKER, 

YAN News 

A contest pow- 
wow commemorat- 
ing Veteran's Day drew 
about 200 people to 
the Veteran's Park on 
Friday, November 11. 

Starting off with 
Gourd Dancing host- 
ed by Southern Drum 
Greasewood Singers 
of Phoenix, Veterans 
had an opportunity to 
join this special occa- 
sion for honor songs 
of Oklahoma music. 


From Ft.McDowell, the 
Maswade Northern Host 
drum also provided the 
speciality songs for the 
dancers. 

The Southern Drum 
offered the posting of 
the flag song as veterans 
carried in the flags for 
posting. First Sgt. Larry 
Jackson, Sr. (retired) 
of Yavapai-Apache 
Nation who is also Vice 
Chairman, led the sol- 
diers into the arena for 
posting of the flag. 

An honor song was 
offered for the Veterans 


and attending veter- 
ans were recognized for 
their outstanding ser- 
vice. First Sgt. Jackson 
also recognized the ser- 
vice rendered by Irag 
veterans Brian Marquez 
and Larry Jackson, Jr. 
who received citations 
for serving overseas. 
First Sgt. Jackson had 
the honor of presenting 
the citations for both 
Marquez and Jackson. 

Miss Yavapai-Apache 
Nation Marley Juan read 
the history of American 
Indians in the military 


Pow-wow color bonanza!! 


from the Civil War to the 
present. 

Later in the after- 
noon, First Sgt. Jackson 
honored his father 
Stanley Jackson of 
Clarkdale who served 
in the South Pacific 
Theatre during WWII 
with a traditional blan- 
ket for the occasion. The 
elder Jackson is now 
90 years old and is the 
oldest veteran of the 
Yavapai-Apache Nation. 
An honor song was sung 
on his behalf as family 
members joined in a 


dance around the arena 
as well-wishers came up 
to the family for hand- 
shakes and greetings. 
The elder Jackson sat in 
the middle of the arena 
enjoying the moment. 

Emcee Dennis 
Bedonie of Flagstaff 
spiced up the pow- 
wow with jokes and 
announcing all of 
the dancing catego- 
ries. Headman dancer, 
Allan Jim, Navajo and 
a Vietnam Veteran also 
directed the dancers 
as they came into the 


arena at the beginning 
during grand entry. Jim 
is also a member of the 
Gourd Dance society 
and participated in the 
ceremony earlier that 
morning. 

Cash prizes were 
awarded to 40 contes- 
tants who placed in the 
8 catagories with priz- 
es ranging from $75 
to $25 and the judges 
were picked at random 
during the pow-wow. 



Stanley Jackson (L) being greeted by Dennis Bedonie, 
another Veteran from Flagstaff. 


Jacqueline Perrigot of Chino Valley who organized the 
program for the pow-wow looks over the crowd at the 
pow-wow. 




Vice Chairman Larry Jackson, Sr. joins family members to honor their father Stanley Jack- 
son. 


Cheryl Baca and granddaughter, Amijah Sanchez enjoy a brief break at 
the pow wow. 



Marjorie Campos, (L) hands out small cash prizes to children as photographer Ari- 
anna Campos looks on. 



Nadine Honwytewa of the Nation shakes Mr. Jackson's hand. 



Devon Beauty and Lillian Evans siblings, get ready for grand entry at the pow-wow 
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